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JL^ ROM the year 178,2^ whcd, by the fpirlted «• 
ertions of the volunteer affociations of Ireland, 
the legiflature of this kingdom was rendered le» 
gaily independent 9f that of Britain, and the 
odious reftriflions, which had been qjoft unwifely 
injpofed on its trade and manufadures by the 
Britifh government, were in a confiderable degree 
removed, many among the Irifh extended thei||^ 

. views to a wider fphere of political freedom. A 
provincial affcmbly, firft convened at Dungannon, 
in Ulfter, on the fifteenth of February, 1782, con- 
iifting of the reprefentatives of a hundred and 
forty-three volunteer corps, with defign, among 
other objeds, to plan and petition for a pafliamcn- 

. tary reform, or a more equal reprefentation of the 
commons in parliament, fwelled in 1783 into a 

national affembly , compofed of delegates from the 

fcveral counties, and held in Dublin under t^e in* 

B vidiouf 
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2 HISTORY OF TriE 

Tvdious title of congrefs ; invidious undoubtedly, 
fince under the condud of an aflembly fo denomi- 
nated, the Britifti colonies of North America: had 
recently, by a fi>cccfsful war againft the power of 
Britain, eftablifhed aB independent republic in the 
weftern hemifphere. 

The faihire of this meafure in November, the 
fame year, when the petition of congrefs was con- 
tempt uouflyrej^fted by parliament, was attributed 
to the weakuefs of national difunion, the triple 
partition of the people divided by the religious an- 
tipathies of proteftants, proteftant diffetiters, and 
Roman catholics. If all thcfe difcordant fefts 
could be perfuaded virtually to abandon religious 
diftinftions in a purfuit of political reform, and 
cordially to coalefce with fteady detef njination in 
their demands, parliament was* imagined to be in- 
capable of withholding its confent. As the main 
ftrength of the nation in refpefl to number was 
conceived to reft in the Romauifts, who might con- 
ftitute three-fourths of the whole population, to 
give thefe a proportionate weight in the fyftem, 
and to intereft them warmly in the plan propofed 
—was an objed of primary magnitude with politi- 
cal reformers. For the removal of thofe legal re- 
ilriftions and difqualifications by which the Ro- 
manifts were deprived of- what was accounted 
their due Ihare 6f political power, vigorous efforts 
were made, and various engine^ put in motion. 

Among the mode^ of agency adopted in thofe 
bufy times by the favourers of innovation, was the 
inftitution of political clubs, which were formed 

under 
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Under feteral titles in the metropolis and elfc* 
where. The principal of thefe, denominated the 
whig club, or the affociation of the friends of the 
cofijiiiution, liberty , andpeacey was honoured by the 
ftnftion offome very highly refpcftable charaflers. 
as its members, whofe objeft was doubtlcfe merely 
to obtain the reformation of abufes in the political 
fyftem, and particularly to promote the fcheme of 
a more equal reprefentation of the people- in par- 
liament. A few of its members, however, feem to 
have entertained projcds of a deeper kind — pro- 
jeds of revolution, the total fubvcrfion of the cx- 
ifting government, and the eredlion of a democra- 
tically conftituted commonwealth in its place. — 
Thefe advocates of revolution formed a connexion 
with other clubs of congenial principles, particu- 
larly that of the whigsof the capita^ whofe objeft 
was evidently a radical alteration in the political 
fyftem. The determined agitators of this and 
other focieties, which appeared not to promile a 
fpcedy fuccefs to their wiihes, framed at length a 
more general and deeply planned affociation, 
which outlived all the reft, and far furpafled them 
in the vigour and condu6l of its affaults oi;i the ex- 
ifting conftitution of the ftate. This was the fa- 
mous combination of United Irijhmen, whofe pro- 
found confpiracy , after a long, obftinate, and doubt- 
ful ftruggle with the government of the kingdom, 
was forced in the end, by the vigilance and vigor of 
adminiftration, feebly to explode in partial, irre- 
gular, and eafily conquerable infurredions, inftead 

B 2 of 



ied by Google 



4 HISTORY OF THE 

of a univerfal and well-organized rebellion, the 
irieans propofed by the chiefs to overturn the con- 
ftitution. 

Originating from Belfaft, where principles of a 
j'cpubtican tendency had long been cherifhed, was 
inftituted in Dublin, in the month of November, 
1791, the fociety of United Irijhmen^ with the im- 
mediate view of combining into one political pha- 
lanx as many as poffibleof their countrymen, with- 
out any diftinftion of fcdl, for the effeftuating of a 
change in the government of Ireland^ or, as 
themfelves have declared, '^ for the ptrrpofe of 
" forwarding a brotherhood of affeftion, a com- 
** munion of rights, and a union of power among 
** Iriflimen of every religious perfuafion, and there- 
" by to obtain a complete reform in the legiflature, 
** founded'oii the principles of civil, political, and 
" religious liberty." * Catholic emancipation, 
and parliamentary reform, were the avowed objedls 
of their purfuit. By the former was underftood a 
total abolition of political diftindlions between 
Romanifts and proteftants : by the latter they pror 
feffed to mean a completely democratic houfe of 
commons. In the plan which they offered to the 
confideration of the public, they propofed that the 
parliament fhould be annual ; that for the purpofe 
of ele£lion, the whole kingdom ftiould be divided 
fnto three hundred eleftorates, each formed by a 
combination of parifhes, and all as nearly equal as 

pofCblc 

* Appendix to the report of the fccret eommlttcc of the 
houfe of commons, No. 2* 
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poflible in point of population ; that no qualifica- 
tion with refpcd to property Ihould be required in 
^ the eleftor nor in the reprefentative ; that every 
male of found nnderftanding of the full age of 
twenty-one, and rcfidcnt in the deflorate during 
the taft fix iponths preceding the eledlion, fhould 
be capable of fuifrage for a reprefentaiive ; that to 
be qualified for a feat in the houfe of commons, a 
man fhould be twenty-five yeais old, refidcQ{ 
within the kingdom, and holding neither place nor 
penfion under goverunient, and that each reprefen- 
tative fhould receive a reafonable ftipend for his- 
attendance in parliament. 

To attain their objeft by a military force was 
attempted fo early as the year 1792, when money 
was raifed by fubfcription to arm and embody a 
- tiumber of men in the metropolis, under the tide 
oi national guards J with a uniform diftinguifhed 
with -green, Which was adopted as the national 
colour, and buttons infcribed with a harp, the armo- 
rial enfign of Ireland, diverted of the crown, to 
denote, as was fuppofed, the intended abolition ^f 
monarchy. The ninth of December was appoint- 
ed as a day of general mufter of thefe guards, pro- 
bably with the defign to difplay their farce, to in- 
fpire confidence iAto their friends, to difpirit their 
adverfaries, or perhaps, as was feared by fome, 
tho' it appears not probable, to feize even then the 
city, and commence a civil war. Whatever was 
their immediate objeft, government wifely deter- 
mined to fupprefs in their commencement all arm- 
ed afTociations not authorifed by the fuprcme 

power 
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power of the ftate. On the eighth of December, 
the day immediately preceding that of the'intend* 
cd muftler, a proclamation was iflued by the lord 
lieutenant and council, peremptorily interdifting 
all feditious affemblies, and commanding the ma- 
giftrates to fupprefs them by military force, if ad- 
monition ftiould be found not fufficiently efficaci- 
ous. Intimidated by the menacing language of, 
^ this proclamation, and the fubfequent martial ar- 
ray of the garrifon ftationed in the capital, the 
national guards deferred their meeting, and the 
long propofed muftesr never took place. The 
heads of the fociety, however, met on the four- 
teenth following, and publiftied a kindpf mapifef- 
to or counter-proqlamation, exhorting the volun- 
teers to refiame their arms, for the maintenance, 
as before, of tranquillity throughout the kingdom, 
againft foreign and internal eoemies, and advifi|ig 
the proteftants of Ireland to choofe deputies for 
provincial affemblies, preparatively to a general 
convention, which they declared neceffary to 
form k common caufe with that of the Romanifts. 
On account of this ipanifcfto, ArchibaldHamiltpn 
Rowan, who had ^6led the part of fecrctary at the 
; above affembly, was arrefted in the following 
month— a gentleman of a very refpeflable family 
'.";; and fortune, of a moft apniable chara6ler, and the 
^ warmed philanthropy. That a zealous philan- 
thropy, without a clear judgment and fteady refo- 
lution to direiSt it, is pernicious inftead of ufeful to 
fociety, is a painful obfervation. Brought to trial 
in J«^uuary, 1794, and foi^nd guilty by the jury, 

thi^ 
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tbisg^tl^man wasfentenced to pay a fine of five 
jhundred pounds, to be confined two years in the 
prifon of ncwgate, and afterwards to give a fecu- 
rity .of four thoufand pounds for his good beha- 
viour during feven years. In June, the fameye^r, 
Po6lor William Drennan, a phyfacian, who hacj 
been chairman in the fame aflembly, w^s on trial 
acquitted ; but Jaracs Napper Tandy, a citizen 
of Dublin, amoftadlive member of political focie- 
xies, who had, on arrefl, given bail for his ap- 
pearance, had made his eibap^ ^Lpf f h^k^^gj^^f^ 
in the preceding year to avoid a trial. A like 
efcape was effefibed by Mr. Rowan, who by ftrat,a- 
gem found egrefe from the prifon. His refolutioa 
to attepipt this flight was pi;ompted, at Icjaft preci- 
pitated, by the arreft of an Englifti clergyman of 
the name of William Jackfon, engaged in a trea- 
fonable correfpondence with agents of the French 
government, in which correfpondence Mr. Rowan 
was implicated, and might in confequence have 
)3een capitally convided. Jackfon being, tried 
in Dublin, on the 23d of April 1795, and found 
guilty by the jury, evaded the ignominy of a pub- 
lic execution by fuicide, fwallowing a dofe of 
poifon, and expiring in the bar of the court amid 
4 multitude of people. ... 

To penetrate into the fecret motives pf the 
feveral proteftants, who were the p^ime contrivers ^ 
^ud promoters of this confpiraqy, which in a fhort 
time fpread its ramifications ihroughout the whole 
ifland, and greatly endangered the eftablifhed go- 
yemment, I have not vanity to pretend. Moft 

probably 
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probably private ambition was the motive of 
fomc, who afpired at an eminence of power and, 
fame through the medium of a revolution, regards- 
lefe of flaughters and devaftations, its inevitable 
concomitants. A fpirit of patriotifm fcems to 
liaVc incited a few, particularly Thomas Addis 
Emmett, a lawyer of uncommon talents a^nd be-* 
Bevolence, who might vainly hope that, without 
much bloddlhed, a new government might be 
eftabliftied of fo liberal a nature as to leave no 
ihii^dWcfs oil' iridttflty or merit, and render Ireland 
a flourifhing and happy country. Both appear to 
liave been egregioufly miftaken in the nature of 
the inftrumcAts, on which they in great meafure 
depended for the accomplifhment of their fcheme^ 
While the^onduftors of the general affociation 
were labouring to extinguifti all religious antipa^ 
thies, and to combine their countrymen of all 
fedls iudifcriminately ipto a political brotherhood, 
the chiefs of the feft, which predominates in zeal 
and numbers, planned a particular aflbciation, 
appareptly co-operatitig with and cbnftituting a 
part of the former, bnt accufed by fome of enter- 
taining feparate views. Encouraged by the previ- 
ous declarations of feveral proteftant affemblies in 
their favour, by Edmund Burke and his difciples iii 
Britain, by the oppofitionifts in parliament, and 
^ by the aflbciation of United Irifhmen, the lead- 
ing men among the Rom^nifts of Ireland, ever 
watchful of events for the advantage of their feft, 
formed, in 1792, w:hat was called the catholic con* 
Mention. Edward Byrne, a wealthy merchant, 
member of a fecret committee of Romanifts which 

h»d 
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had ftrbfifted fome yeiirs in Dublin, ilTited 3^ fort 
of writs to the parifti priefts of* that communion 
thJ-otrghout the kingdom, for the cledlion of depu- 
ties to eompofe an affembly reprefentative of the 
whole body of Irifti Romanifts.; Two deputies 
Wfere chofeh in each p^rifh by the majority of all 
the adult males of the congregation afl'embled at 
the Bomiih chapel : the parochial deputies of each 
barony chofe in like tn'anner two baronial deputies 
out of their own body ; and the baronial deputi^ 
of each county, two reprefentatives ; all of whom, 
t^ether with the reprefentatives of cities arid 
tpwns corpdrate 'fimilarly chofen, compofed the 
catholic convention, public as to its affembly, in 
the Taylors-hall ia Dublitt, but profoundly fecret 
in its deliberations. Having prepared a petition 
to the King, and ele&ed nine of its number to re- 
main 2t, permanent committee for the management 6f 
the projefted fchen[ies, the convention clofed ika 
feffion, which had continued many weeks. By 
the authority of this affembly and its permanent 
reprefentative, the committee, great fums were 
affeffed and regularly levied on the Romanifte, 
the whole mafs of whom fubmijted implicitly to 
the orders of this their fupreme council, as of the 
moft firmly eftabliftied government. But the ap- 
plication of this money is as yet a fecret, except 
a very fmall'part avowedly given to fome agents 
of this coalition, particularly fifteen hundred 
IM)unds to Theobald Wolfe Tone, the moft aftive 
of thefe. * 

A deputation 

* I have heard that Mr. Tone received only five hundred 
pounds, though three times the fum had been olienlibly voted. 
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A deputation, at the head of which was the 
above mentioned Mr. Byrne, carried the petition 
of the Irifti Romanifts to London, a petitioii fur- 
prifingly fraught with ipifreprcfentation. Intro- 
du£iion to the royal prefencp, by one of the 
fecretaries of ftate, was procured by the influence 
of Edmund 3urke, a moft determined champion 
of the Romau catholic church, though a proteilant 
in external profeflion. Spme have preten4ed that 
great fums of money were, on this occafioQ, be- 
fiowed to fuch perfons about the court as were 
fuppofed able to influence the royal ear in favour 
of the petitioners. The deputation was gracioufjy 
received by his Majefty ; but the proteftants pf 
Ireland were invited to meet ip their feveral coun- 
ties, and to declare their opinions concerning the 
emancipation requefted by their catholic brethren, 
in-order, as was fuppofed, that the Jegiflatufe 
might regulate iu determination, at lead in fome 
degree, according to thefe opinion^. Notwith- 
ftanding that great pains were taken by pamphlets 
and fpeeches to convince them of the contrary, 
the proteftants moftly feared, from the unparal- 
leled fpirit of intolerance afliduoufly no^iriflied in 
the Romifh religion, thajt the Rqmanifts, if once 
admitted into a participation of political power, 
would, with the peculiar zeal of their fed, avail 
themfelves of their fuperiority of number, and 
every other poffible advantage, to poffefs them- 
felves of that power exclufively, and ultimately 
to perfecute and even exterminate the heretic;;s. 
*. After the proteftants had in genera^ at their 

county 
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county moetings, declared tKeir difapprobation of 
indulgences beyond thofe which had already been 
given to their countrymen of the Romifh faith, 
the King was gracioufly pleafed to recommend the 
relief of his Roman catholic fubjeds iri Ireland to 
his two ^oufes of parliament in that kingdom. 
This mode of proceeding, whether accidental, or 
defigned by the miniftry, augmenied mightily the 
jealoufies of the two parties, the IriQi of the efta- 
blilhed and of the Romifti church, as the latter 
were left to conclude that their proteftant country- 
men were their foes, while thp mipifters were their 
friends **. The influence of the monarch, as is 
pfual, prevailed in both houfes : the fervants of 
the crown, who were the nioft hoftile to the mea- 
fure, ^nd even expreffed their difapprobation in 
parliament, voted in its favour. By adls made in 
the parliamentary feffion of 1793, the Romanifts 
were placed nearly in the fame political lituatioa 
with the proteftants, being excluded only, by their 
own refufal to take the tell oaths, from fitting as 
inembers of parliajnent, and from ading as of- 
ficers 

* The policy of at Icaft conniving at the dl draft ions of the 
Irifh was adopted by fome^EBglifh politicians in the reign of 
Elizabeth, in order to retain Ireland in a date of weakncfs and 
dependence. " We find Sir Henry Sydney and Sir John Perrpt, 
ivho perfcftly und^rftood the affairs of Ireland, and the difpofi- 
^ tions of its inhabitants, both exprcffi.ng their indignation at thi» 
horrid policy, which yet had found its way into the Englifli 
parliament." ^ Lcland's Hid. of Ireland, B. 4. chap. 3. The 
removal of the national didinancfs of Ireland, by its legiflative 
union with Britain, inud rcraoye all motives for fuch midaken 
policy. 
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ficers of government in about thirty of th^ great 
offices of the ftate. 

If the proteftant conduftors of the United Iritti 
had, at the clofe of the year 1792, fucceeded in 
their attempt to overawe the government by the 
mufter of national guards, which appeared to be 
their immediate objeft, and thence by bolder 
ftcps to compafs a revolution, the leaders of the 
Romanifts, who were alfo members of the United 
Irifh affociation, would have had opportunity to 
unfold and put in execution their particular 
fcheme. Whatever this was, the lower claffes of 
their communion appeared evidently to conceive 
no other idea of a revolution than the exclufive 
eftablifhment of their owti church. Their fpirits 
were high in expe6lation of this change. They 
could not entirely conceal thpir fentiments. Trea- 
fonable fongs, fcurrjloufly ^bufive of the protef- 
tant religion, were' publicly fung by drinkers in 
tipling houfes and ballad^fingers in the ftreets. 
A ferment prevailed whiqh feemed to announce an 
approaching infurreftion ; and ip 1793 fome locar 
commotions, cafily fuppreffed, took place, par- 
ticularly about the collieries in the county of Kil- 
kenny, and in the fouthern part pf the county of 
Wexford. A body of infurgents, about two thou- 
fand in number, attacked the town of Wexford 
with an oftenfible defign to liberate fome prifoners 
confined in the gaol oj that town; but fuch no- 
vices were they thf^u iii military matters, that they 
were, with the lofs of about a hundred of their 
party, repulfed by the fire of only twenty-five fol- 
diers, on whofe fide th? brave Major Valotton fell. 

Some 
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Some of the Romifti gentry are faid to have re- 
gretted that their party had let flip fuch an oppor- 
tunity as might not again occur, of ftriking home, 
by a general infurredion, at an earlier time, when 
government was lefs prepared for the attack. In 
^795> however, under the lord lieutenancy of 
Earl Fitzwilliam, the fucceffor of Lord Weftmorc- 
land, an ample field was expanded to their hopes ; 
and in obedience to a mandate of the permanent 
committee, petitions, on a model prefcribed, were 
addrefied to parliament by the whole body of 
that perfuafion, ^demanding a completioii of 
vi^hat they termed catholic emancipation. This 
nobleman, being one of the difciples of Ed- 
mund Burke, was a warm friend to the Roman- 
ifts, and a bitter enemy to the French repub- 
licafas, who had renounced their communion, 
and yet on whom, notwithftanding, the Ro- 
manifts of Ireland depended in great meafure for 
the exaltation of their church by their affiftance 
in a revolution : but before he could gratify the 
wifhes of his favourites, the Earl was recalled, and 
the Earl of Camden fent as lord lieutenant in his 
place.. Their difcontents in confequence of this 
difappointment were confiderably augnlented : 
fpeeches and refolutions of a feditious nature were 
publiihed by the authority of the committee, by 
whofe invitation an affembly of Romanifts was 
convened at a chapel in Dublin, and difturbances 
cncreafed in feveral parts of the country. 

The United fociety in this ferment was not idle. 
After unremitted exertions to engage in the pro- 

niotion 
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motion of their defign men of aftivity and literary 
talents throughout the kingdom, and alfo to tinc- 
ture the minds of their countrymen with republican 
ideas by the diffemination of Payne's Rights of 
Man, and other democratic publications, this knot 
of reforming politicians affuraed in the fame year, 
1795, Math little difguife, a revolutionary caft- 
The original declaration offered for fignature to 
each man on his admiffion into the fociety was 
this: "I, * * in the prefence of God, do pledge 
" myfelf to my country that I will ufe all my abi- 
" lities and influence in the attainment of an 
" impartial and adequate reprefentation of the 
" Irifh nation in parliament j and, as a means of 
*' abfolute and imm,ediate neceflity in the cfta- 
" bliihment of this chief good of Ireland, I will 
" endeavour as much as lies in my ability to for- 
** ward a brotherhood of affeftion, an identity of 
" interefts, a communion of rights, and a union 
" of power, among Iriftimen of all religious per- 
" fuafions, witl)out which every reform in parlia- 
" ment muft be partial, not national, inadequate 
•' to the wants, delufive to the wilhes, and infuf- 
" ficient for the freedom and happinefs of this 
" country/' But now the mention of parliament 
was omitted in the new teft, or oath of admiflion, 
which was exprefled in thefe words: " In the 
" awful prefence of God, J, * * do voluntarily 
" declare that I will perfevere in endeavouring to 
" form a brotherhood of affeftion among Iriftimen 
" oi every religious perfuafion, and that I will 
** alfo perfevere in my endeavours to obtain an 

** equal 
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^ equal, full, and adequate reprefentation of all 
•* the people of Ireland. I do further declare, 
" that neither hopes, fears, rewards, or punirti- 
** ments -ftiall e;ver induce me, diredly or indi- 
" redlly, to inform on or give evidence againft any 
" member or members of this or fimilar focieties, 
" for any aft or expreffion of theirs, done or made 
" colleflively or individually in or out of this foci- 
** ety,in purfuance of the fpiritof this obligation."* 
That not merely a reform of parlJament, how- 
ever, but a total overthrow of the exifting fyfteni 
of government, and the creflion of the Irifh nation 
into an independent republic unconne^ed with 
Britain, was from the beginning an objeA with 
fome of the original framers of the fociety, we have 
reafon to fuppofe, particularly from their own de- 
clarations and correfpondence. In their original 
declaration are the following words : — " In the 
** prefent great sera of reform, when unjuft govern- 
" ments are falling in every quarter of Europe ; 
" when religious perfecution is compelled to ab- 
" jure her tyranny over conicience; when the 
" rights of men are afcertained in theory, and that 
" theory fubftantiated by pradlice; when anti- 
^* quity can no longer defend abfutd and oppref- 
** five forms againft the common Icnfe and com- 
" mon interefts of mankind ; when all government 
** is acknowledged to originate from the people, 
" and to be fo far only obligatory, as it protefts 
" their rights and promotes their welfare;— we 

^ think 

* Appendix to the report, &c. No. 24. 
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" think It our duty; as Iriftimcn, to come fbrwatd- 
'* and ftate what we feel to be Our heavy griev- 
*' ance, and what we know to be it3 eiFedual 
" remedy. 

" We hai)e no national gtyoernmenf* We. are 
•* ruled by Englifhmen, and the fervants of Eng- 
" liftimen, whofe objd6i is the intereft of another 
*^ country ; whofe inftrument is corruption j whofe 
** ftrength is the weaknefs of Ireland : and thefe 
" men have the whole of the power and patronage 
" of the country, as means to feduce and fubduc 
*' the honefty and the fpirit of her reprefentativcs 
^ in the legiflature. Such an extrinfic power, 
" afting with uniform force in a dire<£lion too fre- 
" qtlently ojipofite to the true line o^our obvious 
" interefts, can be refiftcd with effeft folely by 
*^ unanimity, decifion, and fpirit in the peoplcr— 
^ qualities which may be exerted moft legally, 
** conftitutionally, and efficacioufly by that great 
*^ meafui;e effential to the profperity and freedom 
^^V of Ireland — an equal reprefentktion of all the 
** people in parliament/' * 

That the reform here profefled was rather an 
oftenfible than real objcfft, exhibited for the pur- 
pofe of uniting reformers with revolutionifts, ap- 
pears from a* letter addrefTed on the occafion, to 
his friends in Belfaft, by Theobald Wolfe Tone, a 
lawyer of uncommonly high talents ^nd induftry, 
and one of the original framers. of the inftitution, 
of which letter the following is an extraft. " The 
^ ^ foregoing 

* Appcadlx to the re|>ort,^c. No* 2% 
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*^ foregoing contain my true and finccre opinion 
" of the ftate of this country, fo far as in the pre* 
" fent juncture it may be advifable topublifhit. 
" They certainly fall Qiort of the truth, but truth 
/' itfclf muft fometimcs condcfccnd to temporife : 
y my unalterable opinion is, that the bajje of Irifti 
*^ profperity is in the influence of England : I be- 
** lieve that influence will ever be extended while 
** the connexion between the two countries conti- 
." nues: neverthelefe, as I know that opinion is 
," for the prefent too hardy, though a very little 
/* time may eftablifh it univerfaliy, I have not 
," made it a part of the refolutions; I have only 
" propofed to fet up a reformed parliament as a 
" barrier againft that mifchief, which every^honeft 
." man that will open his eyes muft fee, in every 
" inftance, overbears theicitereft of Ireland. I 
/* have not faid one word that looks like a wfti 
" for feparation, though I give it to you and your 
" friends as my moft decided opinion, that fuch 
*^ an event would be a regeneration to this coun- 
« try."* 

The aflbciation was extended in Dublin and the 
northern counties with induftry and fuccefs. The 
latter was greatly promoted by the difpleafure oc- 
cafioned by the French war — a minifterial mea- 
fure adopted apparently without reafon, and fo 
.highly copdemned by many in the nation as to add 
prodigioufly to the number of malecontents in 
both the Britifli kingdoms. — The rapacious info- 

c lence 

* Appendix to the report, &c. No. 2. 
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lence df the foldiery alfo, which had been vcr|r 
tinwifely overlooked, or aot fuffkiently reftraincd, 
in th'e firft years of this war, wa^ certainly not well 
calculated for the promotion of affe£)iion^te fenti- 
raents toward adminiftration, in the lower clafiesc^ 
the people in general throughout the kingdom.-— 
In the marches of troops, on change of quarters, 
the hcMfes of the farmers and peafants, prefled for 
the carriage of baggage, were brought to unreafon- 
able diftances, and fevcrely abufed, unleft moneir 
was gireia by their owners to procure better treat- 
mtcnt. Scnnetimes the cars were loft, and various 
other inconveniences occurred'. Where they 
halted in their march, the foldiers difperfed them- > 
felVes over the neighbourhood, feizing horfe's of 
trhidh ihey had no need, merely to force the own- 
ers to releafe tnem by the payment of money. — 
The ttcconimodfttion of foldiers billetted was alfa 
^fevcrety fdt by fome who- were expofed to it froRi 
^ieir fituation ; and money was extorted on thia 
-^ound^lfo. After fome time the grievance of 
prcffing was redirelFed in great meafure, perhapia 
|>artly%y more attention to difcipline, but cer- 
tainly -by the allowance of better hire for the ^ranf- 
portati^ of baggage, by which the neceffity, and 
confequently the pretence, of ciompulfive employ- 
ment was in a conliderable degree removed^ 

"Difcontents rofe higt on* account alfo of the mU 
1:ltta bill, which enrafted compulfory levies of fol- 
diers for the internal defence of the kingdom. On 
a tetum of the names of the males in each diftriife 
of the military^ age, lots were drawn, and thofe ch^ 

whan 
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whom the chance fell, were obliged to enlift as 
foldiers for four years, to fjnd fubftitutes, or to 
^ay fines. Some indiriduals, unable to pay, fuf- 
lained the feizure and lale of their goods ; and 
fomefor intemperate expreffionsof difcontentwere 
committed to gaol. To make the burthen bear 
more equally, fubfcriptions were generally propol^ 
ed and adopted to raife money for the enlifling df 
foldiers j and thefe fubfcriptions were for the time 
« heavy tax on peafants and citizens ; but it was 
only temporary — for when this new fpecies of 
army was once embodied, fmall bounties were 
found fufficient to entice recruits for the filling of 
augmentations or vacancies.] 

Not relying wholly on its force at home, die 
-chiefs of the fociety made application ta the 
French goverment ; and in April, 1796, an inva* 
fion of Ireland was promifed by the latter for thte 
fubverfion of the Britifti power in Ireland, and the 
political difruption of this ifland from Britain.-— « 
The offer was accepted, on condition that the in- 
vading army fhould aft as auxiliaries under the 
direftion and pay of the fociety, which, on becom- 
ing poffeCTed of the dominion, ftiould be bound to 
reimburfe the whole expences of the armament. * 

The vigilance of government penetrated the de- 
fign of internal hoftility and external alliance ; and 
as the exifting laws were totally inadequate to ftoj> 
the progrefs of the confpiracy, new powers were 
conceded by the legifiliture to the executive admi« 

c 2 nifiration# 

^ Appendix te the rrport, &c. Noi. 6 and 31. 
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niftration. In Oflotcr, 1796, parliament fufpcnd- 

ed the law of Habeas Corpus, and thereby gave 

authority to imprifon obnoxious perfons without 

caufe affigned, or definite period of trial. In the 

fpring of the fame year alfo, a temporary law, 

termed the Infurreftion Aft, had pafl'ed, levelled 

immediately againft an irregular confederacy of 

men who, under the name of defenders^ infefted 

the coointies of Rofcomnion, Leitrtro, Longford, 

Meath, and Kildare, defpoiling in the night the 

peaceable inhabitants of their arms^ and latterly 

alfo of their money and valuable effe^isv By this 

' adl the lord lieutenant in council was authorized 

to proclaim, on the requifition of feven of its ma- 

giftrates affembled at a feffions of the peace, any 

county or diftrift thereof, as in a ftate of difturb- 

.ance, and thereby to invert the magiftrates with an 

.extraordinary power of feizing, imprifoning, and 

fending aboard his majefty's fleet, fuch perfons as 

. Ihould be found at unlawful afleniblies, or other- 

/wife adling fo as to threaten the public tranquillity, 

. The operation of thefe temporary laws was for- 

^ cibly felt in the latter part of this^ and in the courfe 

, of the following year. Confiderable numbers of 

• gentlemen, or perfons in refpedable fituations of 

life, were arrefted on private informations of their 

I engagement in the confpiracy , and lodged in pri- x 

^fon,.many for a great length of time without op- 

/jxor/unity of trial. Many diftrifts in the northern 

^counties were prpclaimed, and numbers of the 

lower claffes of men fcnt on board of the king's 

navy. 

Thefc 
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Thefe afts of f^verity, apparently inconfifteQt ' 
with the fpirit of the conftitution, were not without 
caufe. A conteft, or trial of ftrength, feems to . 
have ariCen between the exifting government and 
th€ affociation, which of the two fhould overpower 
the other. Each vigorous meafure, adopted on • 
one fide, excited another to counterad it on the 
oppofite. To furnifh themfelves with arms, the 
Iqwer claffes, like the defenders, affembled in par- ' 
ties in the night, and difarmed thofe whom they 
regarded as the adherents of governtnent. To fave 
the produce of the foil to their friends in prifon, 
and to teftify their attachment to the gentlemen of ' 
their party^ or thofe whom they imagined not hof- 
tile to their caufe, they met in large bodies in the 
d?iy to dig out the potatoes and reap the corn of 
feveral individuals. The greatnefs of the numbers 
affembled on thefe occafious, much exceeding 
what the fpecified purpofes required ; (for in fome ^ 
inftances four or five thoufand were faid to be col- 
le&ed inonebody;.) — their marching with mufic idj 
a fort of military order, and their affembling on 
fuch other 'pretences as. funerals and mat<:hes of 
football' — gave caufe to fufpeft that the real objeA 
of thefe meetings was to accuftom tie men to a 
readinefs in. repairing to appointed places of con- 
vention, to. givCv confidence to their own paity, 
and to intimidate tjieinopponints.- To'fruftrate the 
operations of :the law, tenroraidbribery weire em-5 
ployed with its ?^geR|s,. Various; modes of perfecu- ' 
tion, and 6yqn fometimesc affaifinition, werc:put in-^ 
pradlice againft magiftr;ites vvho exerted themfelics 
- to 
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to arreft the members of the confpiracy^ wittieffe^ 
who appeared againft them in courts of juftice, ancj 
jurors who found them guilty ; while the pecuni- 
aiy fiibfcriptions of the aflociation were partly ap* 
plied to aflift the farailies of its imprifened mem^, 
bers, to bribe witixefies in trials, and to fee thq^ 
moft eminent pleaders of the law. 

' A&s^q( a violent and menacing natui*e in fbmc: 
of the northern counties, particularly the ftealing 
of ten barrels of gunpowder out of the royal ftores^ 
in Belfaft, are fpecified in a proclamation of the 
lord lieutenant and council, bearing dite the fixth 
of November, 1796, in which all magiftrates anct 
loy^l fubjefis were ftriajy comimandfed tch ujfe thei^ 
bcft endeaVouTs l3tr the prevention or punifliment 
of fuch^ daflgerous and^ treafturable proceedings ;; 
orders having been pre\cionfiy iffued to the mili- 
tary officers to^ aflift the civil in the execution of 
this duty. Notwithftanding the enforcement of 
this proclamation, the United Irifti of XJlfter 
vironld have obtained a*nd employed the means o£ 
infurreaion, if the French forces^, embarked at 
Breft, for the invafion of Ireland^ had, efifedted; 
their landing at BantryJbay^ where they arrived; 
near the end of December in tW famie year:^-- 
While the debarkation of the French army, Ijbaied: 
at^ fifteen thoufand in nmnbeir^ was. prevjentedby 
^ftorm: which divicfed the fleets the eacertions of^ 
the fociety ta feeorid the invafion were prevented! 
by the ceaeipt ofi fewo contrary pieces of intelli*-/ 
gence fMint/ the French government, the one a;, 
mcf&ge ia> November, promifin^ the arrival; o§ 

fu^CQpujr&; 
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fuccours immediately, the other a letter ia a few 
days after the meflenger's departure, which was 
coufidered a$ authentic, reprefenting the propofed 
expeditioato be deferred until the enfuing fpring.* 

A continuation of outrages, dire£led fyftemati- 
cally, provoked on the iide of government more: 
ih'enuous exertions to fupprefs them. Authorized, 
for a difcretionary difpofition of his troops to dif- 
arm the malecqpteats and prevent infurredion, (by 
a letter,, dated March the third, 1797, from the 
rig^t honorable Thomas Pelham, fecretary to the 
lord lieutenant,) General I^ke, bearing the chief 
comn^and in the northern diftrid of the kingdom, ^ 
iflued on the thirteenth of that month a pjoclama^ 
tion, eiy^oic^ipg all perfons not empowered to keep 
^ms by govemment, to furrender their arms and 
ammunition ta the commgnd'mg officers in their 
.feveral neighbourhoods, and promifing to inform*- 
ers inviolable fccrecy, together with rewards to 
the full value of the ftores of war difcoveredin 
cpnfequence of their iAformation. f 

The troop&^were fo difpofed as to fearch all fuf- 
pe£led places for military ftores^ and to prevent 
unlawful affemblies, efpecially in the night, after 
a certain hour, in which all perfons found abroad 
withoi;t authority were liable to, arrefl and punifti- 
^lent; but th^ quantity 6^ arms thus colle£led 
proving comparatively fpaalU, ai^d the plans of the 
fociety ftili remaining in force, whofe exertions at 
^he. affizes^ dujring^ thp circuit in the fucceeding 

month 

^Ai>peiidtx to the repprt^ kQ* No. 31* f Ibldi Not. t and 9. 
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month of April, fo far fruftrated the profecutions - 
of the crown as to render the rcfult rather an en- 
couragement than the contrary to the confpirators 
— -meafures of a ftill more forcible nature were de-^ 
manded. Another proclamation from the lorcj 
lieutenant was iffued on the fevcnteenth of ihe ' 
following month, declaring the efforts of the civil 
power to have been found inadequate for the pre-, 
fervation of the public peace ; the moll effeAuat 
orders to have been fent to the officers of his nia- 
jcfty's troops to employ their utmoft power for the 
fuppreffioa of treafonable attempts ; and the 
king's moft gracious pardon to be tendered to all 
fnch (excepting perfons guilty of certain fpecified 
crimes,) as on or before the twenty-fourth of June 
Ihould furrender to themagiftrdtes, take the oath 
of allegiance, and, if bail ftioiild be required, enter 
iiito recognizance for their future good behaviour. 
A letter from fecretary Pelhani to the cart of Car- 
hampton, chief commander of the troops, and 
orders from the earl to thefe to aft independently 
of the civil power, folio wedthe proclamatroii \ and 
as the plan of each county was found, (particularly 
by the informations of Nicholas Maguan, of Sarnt- 
iield, in the county of Down) to be arranged for a ' 
general infurreftion in the north, which was to 
take place before the end of }une, the moft rigor- 
ous and fummary modes of coercion were judged 
neceffary. 

The members of the Irifti government, forced 
by the magnitude of the threatened evils, into ^ 

temporary. 
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temporary violation of the political conftitution for 
its ultimate fafety, authorized fuch modes of com- 
pulfion as muft have wounded their own feelings- 
The houfes and effeds of thofe who produced not 
the arms, which by informations they were known 
or luppofed to have in concealnient, were confum- 
ed with fir^ by the troops, or otherwife deftroyed ; 
and many perfon^, to force a difcovcry, were put 
to fome Ipecies of torture, particularly that of the 
picket. The term of furreqder and pardon w^ 
by proclamation prolonged from the twenty-fourth 
of June, to the twenty-fourth of July ; and fuch 
were the cffefts of the meafures purfued, that, ex- 
cepting a partial, unfuppprted, ^nd Ihort-lived 
commotion near ^he mountains iii the county of 
Down, the intended infurreftipn was pyeyepted, 
great quantities of arms were collefted from the 
malecontents, and order fo retftored throughout 
Ulfter, th^t the adminiflratipnof jufticewas again 
committed to the civil power, and the interference 
of the military difcpntinued in that province ge- 
nerally, from the ippi^th of Auguft. put, while 
by a6ls of neceflary rigour, which forced m^ny of 
^ts efficient members into prifon^j exile, or ipadlion, 
the defigns of the union were at that time frudrat- 
ed, and its pl^n fp diforgai;iized in the northerly 
cQunties that the inferior focieties in general dif- 
continued their meetings, and Ulfter was far from 
being completely reprefented in the provincial 
fpmmittee, * it was extending in the fouthem 

and 

♦ -Appendix to the report, &€• No. 14. 
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and weftem, with affiduity and zeal, its improved 
fyftem of organization. To form fome idea of this 
extraordinary fcheme, a fhort retrpfpeftive furvey 
is requifitfe. 

The organization of the fociety of United Irifh;. 
men, which for fome time was quite of a civil na- 
ture, is reprefenled as having commenced in the 
fpring of 1792, and as having been completed iq^ 
Ulftei: on the tenth of May, 1 795. In the autumri 
of the following year, when a reform of parliament,, 
the pftenfible with all, and with fome the real ob- 
jed, was regarded as not otherwife attainable thaa 
by force, the affociation began to affume a military^ 
form ; and in April, 1797, the number of men in< 
Ulfter alone, enrolled for infurreftio^, was^ befide 
otliers doubtlefs ready to aflift them, ftated at 
nearly a hundred thoufand, provided, fome with, 
fire-arms, others with pikes, a ftorc of ammunition, 
and fome cannon.* The organization was reform-^ 
ed in Auguft the fame year ; but tOr fpecify the, 
feveral changes appears unneceffary, and to give, 
briefly the general outline of the fyftem, fufficient. 

The affociation confifted of a muiHitude of fo- 
cieties, linked clofely together, and afcending in,^ 
gradation, like the component parts of a pyramid 
or cone, to a common apex or point of union.— 
Theloweft or fimple focieties confifted each origi- 
nally of thirty-fix, afterwards at- moft of only 
twelve men, as nearly as poffible of the fame* 
neighbourhood, that they mijght be mutually un- 

dei;^ 

* Appendix to the report^ &€• Noi. 2 9ad 31* 
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der the infpedion ooe of another. An affembly of 
five fecretaries, feverally deiSlcd by five iimple Ib- 
cieties, formed a lower baronial committee, which 
}iad the immediate fuperintendence alnd manage- 
ment of thefs five focieties. Ten delegates, elect- 
ed one from each of ten' lower baronial, compofed 
an upper baronial committee, which in like man* 
ner direded the bufinefs of thefe ten lower com- 
mittees- Wi^ the fame fuperintendence over their 
conftituent afTemblies, delegates fix>m the upper 
baronial, one deputed from each, formed in the 
counties, county committees, and in populous towns» 
diftri£l committees ; and the provincial commit- 
tees^ one for each of the four provinces, were com*- 
pofed of (^legates from the diftrift and county 
committees, two firom each, fometimesthrec> when: 
the extent and population of the diftrifiKeemed to 
require as mor^ numerous reprefentation^ The- 
fupreme and unQontrouled command of the whole, 
aflbciation wasr committed to a general, executive 
diredory,, compofed of five pei:fo^s, upknown ta 
all excepting the four fecretaries of tbe provincial 
committees ; fox they were ele^ed by ballot in 
thefe committees, the fecretaries of which alone 
examined theb^llots^ and notified the elefiion to 
9,on,e except; the perfoivs them&lves on whom iti 
fielL Ifhe orders of this hiddett dire£ling power 
were conveyed through the whole organized body 
by not eafily difcoverable chains of communica^ 
Uon. By one member only of the diredory were 
parried the mandates to one member of eaxrh pro^ 
Vm(?ial pQmmittee, by the latter feverally to the 

fecretaries 
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fecretaries of the diftriA and county cpminittccsr'^ 
in the province, by thefe fecretaries to thofe of the; 
upper baronials, and thus downward through the 
lower baronial to the fimple focieties. 

'The military organisation was grafted on the 
civil of this artfully framed union. , The fecretary 
of each of the fimple focieties was its lion-commif- 
fioned officer^ ferjcant, or corporal ; the delegate 
of five fimple focieties to a lower baronial com- 
mittee was commonly captain over thefe five, that 
is, of a company of fixty men ; and the delegate 
often lower baronial to an upper or diftrift com- 
mittee, was generally colonel, or commander of a 
battalion of fix hundred men, compofed of the- 
fifty fimjile focieties under the fuperint-endence of 
this upper committee. Out of three perfons, 
whofe names were tranfmitted for that purpofe. 
fi-om the colonels of each county to the dire£lory> 
one was appointed by this executive body to aft as/ 
adjutant-general of that county, to receive and 
communicate all military orders from the head of* 
the union to the officers under his jurifdiftion.— 
To complete the fcheme of warlike preparation, a 
military committee, inftituted in the beginning of 
the year 1798, and appointed by the direftory, had 
its tafk affigned to contrive plans for the diredion 
of the national force, either for the purpofes of 
unaided rebellion, or co-operation wit^ an invad- 
ing French army, as occafion fhould require. Or- 
ders were iffued that the members of the unioa 
fhould furnifti themfelves, where their circum- 
ftan.ces allowed it, with fire-arms, where not, with 

pikes* 
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pikes- To form a pecuniary fund for the various 
^xpences of this great revolutionary machine, 
monthly fubfcriptions, according to the zeal and 
ability of the fubfcribers, were collefted in the 
feveral focieties, and treafurers appointed by fuf- 
frage for their colleftion and dilburferaent.* 

From this fund were fupplied the demands of 
the emiffaries commiffioned to extend the union. 
Of thefe copfiderable numbers were difpatched 
into the fouthern and weftern counties, in the be- 
ginning and courfe of 1797, where, though mzrty 
had been fworn into the union, little progrefs 
for the eflFedlual promotion of the fyftem had 
been made before the autumn of 1796; and fo 
little was made for fome time after^ that in May, 
1797, at the eve of an intended infurreftion, the 
ftrength of the aflbciation lay, exclufively of Ul- 
fter, chiefly in the metropolis and the neighbour- 
ing counties of Dublin, Kildare, Meath, Weft- 
meath, and King's county. This body of politi- 
cal miffioners received inftru6tions to work on the 
paflions, the prejudices, and feelings of thofe t* 
whom they fhould addrefs thcmfelves. 

The lower claffes were informed that by a revo- 
lution, which, in the eftablifliment of a democra- 
tic fyftem of government, would give univerfal fuf- 
frage and equal rights, their condition would be 
exalted and rendered far more comfortable. Great 
pains were taken, contrary to the oath and origi- 
nal 

# Appendix to the report, 5rc. No. 31. Report of the 
fecret committee of the heofe of lords, 8vo. 1798, p. 6 — 9. Sec 
alfo the trials of Henry and John Shears, John Mac Canit, 
Oliver Bond, and William Michael Byrne. v 
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Dal plan of Unhed Iriftiiaen, to revive tlie old re- 
ligious hatted of the Romanifts, who conftitutcthe 
gtczt mafe of the peojple, where thefe emiffaries 
werefent, againft their proteftant felk>w-fubje(fil€* 
To roufe .^his Numerous body by terrot and re- 
fentment into a preparation for hoftility, which 
the chiefs of the union might hope to turn to their 
own purpofes, dreadful accounts were invented 
and induftrioufly propagated concerning the de- 
figns of the Orange affociation, the members of 
which were afferted to have entered into engage- 
inents to exterminate the Romanifts, to wade 
knee-deep> or even, if occafion Ihould fequirej, 
to ride faddle-deep in their blood ; and, to im- 
prefs the belief of this horrible falfchood, fabri- 
. cated r^folutioils of/ Orangemen were printed and 
difperfed. Reports were from time to time cir- 
culated of iuitended nodurnal maiTacres of the 
Romanifts by laijge troops of proteftants ; and 
fuch was the immediate effeta, tha^t the terrified 
inhabitants of the diftridb where thefe reports 
* were ipre&d, fled from their houfes at the approach 
of night, and Jay concealed in the fields till 
morning. 

Societies of Orangemen took their firft rife in 
the county of A^^magh, where a mortal feud, ori- 
ginating, as it is faid, from a private quarrel, had 
fubfifted fince the year 1785, between the loweii 
clafs of the prelbyterians and Romanifts. The 
former, denominated ^^^^.o/^rf^y boysy from their ap- 
pearing affembled in bands frequently about the 
4a wa, having gained the fiiperiority, the latter affo- 

ciatcd 
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ciated under the title of defenders, and feem to have 
been regularly oj^anized in the year 1789. Among 
the outrages perpetrated by thefe Romanifis was 
the affaffination of a family of tjbe name of Bar- 
clay at a place called Forkhill, in the above-men- 
tioned county, in the year 1791- The mafter of 
the family, who had been appointed to prefide 
over a newly endowed proteftant fchool, his wife, 
and his brother-in-law, the two latter ot whom 
died of their wounds, were maimed in a horrid 
manner ; the firft by the amputation of his fingers 
and part of his tongue ; the fecond, a beautiful 
young woman, by the amputation of her breafts, 
her tongue, and the calves 6f her legs ; and the 
third by a fimilar mutilation. For fclf-prefcrva- 
tion againft this religious confederacy, which had 
fpread itfelf widely through the neighbouring 
counties, the proteftants of the county of Armagk 
began at length, in the latter part of the year 
1795, to form aflbciations under the denomina- 
tion of Orangemen^ a denomination derived from 
King William the Third, Prince of Orai^ge, who 
had refcued the proteftants of Ireland by his arms, 
and given them that afcendancy which ^ they have 
£nce maintained. After the lofs of many lives 
on both fides in the conteft, the Orangemen ob- 
tained a decided fuperiority, and, as muft be ez- 
pefted, the lower fort abufed their viftory, expel- 
ling from their houfes and lands great numbers of 
the oppofite party, who generally took refuge in 
Connaught. This political affociation of protec- 
tants wa6 diifufed in i797» ^^^^ ^^^ coynty of Mo- 

naglj^n. 
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Baghan, other pans of TJlAer, fonie towns iti 
Leinfter, and particularly the metropolis, whertf 
it became general in the beginning of the follow- 
ing year. Many men of confiderable raak had 
now entered into this confederate body, the objefk 
of which was, in a printed publication, declared 
to be the prefervation of public order, of the 
cxifting fyftem of government, and the protieSion 
of all perfons who conduced themfelves with loy- 
alty, without regard to dijBFerences of religion. 
They made the moft folemn prot^ftation, that to 
injure any perfon on account of his religious opit 
Dion never entered their hearts. But fo fuccefsful 
were the agents of revolt in their endeavours to 
counteraft this proteftation, that it gaine*d no cre- 
dit with the lower claffes of Romanics. I took 
once in particular an opportunity to read the de- 
claration to a number of my neighbours of this 
defcription, adding fome. comments from myfclf 
to perfuade them into a belief: of its finceriiy. 
They faid among themfelves^ ^'^ fee there now ; it 
^ is not as we were told -y^ and other words to tJic 
fame purpofe ,- and all feemed fatisfied that they 
had been deceived. Yet, when I met fome of 
them the following day, and fpoke on the fubjeft, 
they faid that no reliance could be placed in fuch 
declarations, as Orangemen had entei^ed into 
engagements, one-with another, which were kept 
profoundly fecret from all other people. 

As from the exorbitant rents at which the lands 
pf Ireland are in general fet, on account of the 
great monopolies of land, entails, fettlements, a^d 

bad^ 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



IRISH REBEtLION. 33 

bad «ulloms, the payment of tithes, whi^h arc lb 
ujafortunately modified as to reft their weight al- 
moft eiclufivcly on tillage, appears to the cottager^ 
(exhauftedby the demands of his landlord and the 
fcrvices and douceurs exacted by his landlord's 
agent,) an almoft intolerable grievance, the agita- 
tors of revolution ipoke moft forcibly to the feel- 
ings of the peafantry on that fubjeft, particularly 
in the counties of Cork and Waterford, where the 
difconient on this account is greateft, reprefeuting 
the eftabliftimetit of a commonwealth to iaclude^ 
by neceffary confequence, the total abolition of 
this hated fpecies of rent. V^hy tithes, however, 
with which the clergy have been endowed " by. 
" a title more ancient by ages than the title of 
" any fubjeil of this, or any other kingdom in 
** Europe* to his particular landed eftate,'' * 
(honld be confidered as a fitter obje£k of confifca^ 
lion, or abolition, than the other fpecies of rent, 
is a queftion for revolutionifts to anfwer. If they 
think fo becaufe the property of this defccnds not 
by hereditary right from father to* fon, like a pii-, 
vate eftate, but by another mode of fucceflion, 
the appointment of men to offices in the religions 
eftablifhmenl ; Ifel them confide r that about a 
third of the tithes of Ireland belongs to laymen^ 
and is inherited in the fame manner as jhe other 
kiiid of rent. If the mode, by which alone tithles 
arc allowed by law to be levied, is blartieable, 
this may be a reafon for a new' modificatioin or 

D i com- 

* Diilgenan's Slate of Ireland, p.' 58. 
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c^mitnutation ; but cannot be a reafon why one 
denomination of men ftiould be deprivcdof their 
pr<q)crty, and thofe of another denominatioti, who 
h^iic fiao: lefs meed of it, the owners of eftate5, 
fhauki be endowed with it •. for certainly an abo- 
lilvxi of lithes, which in general equal not the 
twentieth part of the other fpecies of rent, could 
bring only a temporary relief to the peafantry, 
unlefe, together with the abolition, the legiflature 
ili<wiWena^a:ithat the tenants on all eftatcs ftiould 
continue to hold their lands, without encrcafe of 
rent, for ever, or for a long term of years j as 
Qtherwife, on the expiration of each leafe, the 
landlord would charge the full value of th^ tithe, 
iia addition to rhe ordinary rent, with which alone 
he muft have contented himfelf if the land had 
remained ftiU fiat^jefii to tithe. 
' We are not, however, to regard republican 
^errfutionifts as the only defcriptioxi of mei;i who 
corifid^r thie rev^ues of th.€ church as a fit objeft 
of. depredation. Of this th^ pofleflion of a third 
cs£ the tithes of the kingdom, acquired under th^ 
old: eftabliihed monarchy, by laymen, may p^r- 
iaps- be fome. proof. The glebes of many pariftic© 
iiave in times of profound peace been farreptiti- 
tettfiy cuttaikdv, or totally abfoi?bed in the fuc- 
•fouJDding eftat^ of the gentry, Bi|t, though the 
^trgy may complain of the ufurpatipn of fo gre^t 
a portion of revenue long appropriated to the 
jchiureb:, yet perhaps to the polJTcffiqn of tithes by ' 
JityQfien may the clerical order afcribe,xin fome 
degree, its permiflion to retain the reft. Men of 

eftates 
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«ftates and influence, who would moft willingl/ 
vote for the abolition of this kind of rent, if it 
belonged exclufively to the ecclefiaftical eftablifli- 
ment, are prevented from that meafure by felf- 
intercft, when themfelves are proprietors of tithes. 
That this muft be the cafe can hardly be doubted, 
when we fee fon^e men of fonune fo utterly averfe 
to the payment of tithes to the clergy, while they 
carefully exaft thofe which are their own property, 
that they avoid, much to their own lofs, the tillage 
of the lands which they immediately occupy, left 
they ftiould augment the revenue of the clergy- 
man. Of this I mean to give fome inftances in 
another publication. 

As the emiffaries of the union interefted the 
feelings of the peafantry with refpeft to tithes, fb 
alfo they endeavoured to prejudice the opinions of 
the laity in general againft the hieraichy and other 
parts of the ecclefiaftical eftablifhment. They 
reprefented that, while the revenues of the Irifh 
prelates amounted colleftively to above eighty 
thoufand pounds a year, befides large fums levied 
as fines on the leafes of their lands; and while 
the revenues of chapters and parochial clergy 
amounted to above feven hundred thoufand pounds 
annually *, the vaft expences of this eftablifhment 
were ufelefs for the purpofes of religion, or the 
encouragement or fupport of literature ; fince 
D z prfi- 

* Doftor Duii^onan In his State of Ireland, { London, 1 799» 
page 6p) fuppofes the whole revenues of the church of every 
nature -fcarcely to amount to two hyindred 'thoufand pounds a 

y<ar. 
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preferments were given folely from temporaLl or 
political motives, without regard to moral charac- 
ter or literary merit ^ and fincc the religious of- 
fices of the church were performed for about 
fixty thoufand pounds a year by a number of 
iiiurates who laboured in penury and confequient 
contempt, for falaries, which compared to the 
revenues of the prelatesi, demonftratcd a fcandal- 
ous inequality, inverfely proportionate to the 
utility of their employments. To enter into any 
defence of the ecclefiaftical eftablifhment is not 
my obje£t here, nor is this a fit place. All human 
regulations are liable to abufe ; and we muft ad- 
mit that attention to the encouragement of litera- 
ture and exemplary condu£l in the parochial 
clergy in each diocefe, or the negleft of patronage 
to thefe qualifications effentially neceffary for the 
honour of the eftablifhed church, depends on the 
perfonal character of the bilhop. Hence family- 
intereft, and political confiderations predominate 
far lefs in refpe£l of clerical promotions in feme 
diocefes than in others. The remedy, however, 
propofed by fome, the appointment to ecclefiaftical 
benefices by popular eledion in the feveral pa- 
rilhes, would place afiairs in a far worfe condi- 
tion. 

year. 1 Have Jn anotHer work, (Gordon's Terraquea, Vol. iii. 
p. 517, 318) fuppofed them at above eight hundred thoufand, 
including impropriate tithes. Perhaps both fuppofitions may be 
wide of the reality. I have been long endeavouring to gain 
accurate information on this fubje£l, for an intended publication, 
the prefent State of the Church of Ireland ^ which, when completed, 
will be given to the public. 
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tiOB. In the prefent ftate of landed property a 
popular eledion would virtually give the abfolute 
nomination of the redlor to the fquire, or land- 
lord, of the parifh ; in which cafe family-ifttereft 
would alone be confidered, or fotnetimes perhaps 
qualifications little requifite for the proper dif- 
charge of clerical duties ; for inftance, the qua^- 
lifications of a jolly pot-companion, 4 jovial finger, 
or a keen huntfman. - If, which is by no means 
to be expeded, the ftate of landed property 
Ihould be fo altered that parochial elefitions might 
be popular in fa£l, as well as in name, the fuf- 
irages'of the pariftiipners being left without control, 
real merit, always unafl'uming and incapable of 
ftooping to mean artifice, wo^ld have little 
phance of fuccefs, in competition with prefump* 
tuous effrontery and low intrigue, among men 
ill fitted to form a right judgment in fuch a cafe, 
and eafily deceived by impudect pretenfions and 
crafty management. 

Though th-e liberty of the prefs had been cir- 
cumfcribed much by the precautions of the legif- 
lature, means were found ftill to employ this 
engine to the augmentation of the popular difcon- 
tent, and difpofition tp fubvert the eftablifhed 
government. Two papers, called the Northern S)ar 
ind the Prefsy were printed in fucceffion for that 
purpofe, and induftrioufly circulated. The for- 
mer, inftituted at Belfaft in the fummer of 1797, 
was not fuppreffed otherwife than fimply by an atl 
of military execution ; a party of foldiers taking 
pofleffion of the printing-office and deftroying the 

types : 
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types : the latter, eftablilhed in Dublin toward 
the clofe of the fame year, and afterwards, (in 
confequence of a new law,) publilhed under the 
name of Arthur O'Connor, as proprietor, or the 
perfon refponfible for its contents, who is now 
known to have been then a member of the Irilh 
direflory, was interdi^ed by another aft of par- 
liament, which has confined the liberty of print- 
ing and publifhing within very narrow limits. 

Another paper " The Union Star appeared at 
** regular periods, was printed on one fide of the 
** paper to fit it for being pafted on walls, and 
^' frequently fecond editions were publiftied of 
" the fame numbers. It chiefly confifted of names 
" and abufive charafters of perfons fuppofed to 
*• have been informers againft United Irifhmea^ 
"or aftive oppofers of their defigns ; and to fuch 
" lifts were generally added the moft furious ex- 
** hortations to the populace to rife and take ven- 
^ geance on their oppreffors." * To {hew the 
fpirit of this paper, privately printed, and induf- 
irioufly circulated, in which was recommended 
it) plain terms the affaffination of thofe whom the 
Union deemed enemies of their country, the fol- 
lowing extraft may be fufficient : " Let the in- 
" dignation of man be raifcd againft the impious 
'' wretch who profanely affumes the title of 
** reigning hy the grace of God, and impudently 
*' tells the world he can do no wrong — Iriftimen ? 
** Is granting a patent, axid offering premiums to 

*^ mur- 

• Appendix to the report, &c. No. 27. 
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*' tmjrdei:ers, to depopulate your <»UQtry, atid 
*^ take your properties, no Wrong? Is lakiag part 
*'• of ihe fpoil no wrong ? Is the foreign defpbt 
^' Incapable of wrong, who ftiarpeiis the fwoM 
" that dejJrives you of life, and expofes yoftr 
" children to poverty and all its confequient calk*- 
^^ mities ? Oh, man! or rather Icfs, O king! 
*^ will the fmothered^roan^ of tny countrymen, 
" \vho in thy name fin the innumerable dungeons 
^' you have made, for aflertingthe rights of mail, 
^' be confidered no wrongs? ^ill enlightened 
^' Iriftimen believe you inoapable of Wrong, who 
^ offer up the moft amiable of mankind <laiVy on 
^* the fcaffold or the gibbet, to thy infatiable ambi- 
*^ tion ? Is burning the villages of what you call 
" your people, and (hooting the trembling fuf- 
*^ ferer$, no wrong ? Is taking the church into 
^VpartDcrfhip, and encouraging its idle and vo- 
^^ laptuous drones to defpoil induftryof its reward, 
'* and teach a lying do<5lrinc to fan6lion their in- 
'* juftice, no wrong ? Are the continual wars you 
*^ engender and provoke, to dcftroy mankind, no 
<^ wrong ? Go, impious blafphemer, an i your 
"hypocritical forcerers, to the fate philofophy, 
*^ juftice, and liberty confign thee. It is inevi- 
*' table ; thy impofitions are dete<^ed. Thy kind' 
^^ have been brought to juftice. The firfl profcf- 
" for of thy trade has recently bled for the crimes 
*' of the craft : his idle .and vile followers, who 
y efcaped the national axe, are walking memo- 
V*' rials of juftice, begging a miserable livelihood 
'* ovei- thofe countties, whofe tottering thrones 

" encou-' 
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" cncoijragc b^t ain uncertain afylum. Ere the 
" grave, which is opening for thy dcfpifcd perfon, 
** cnabpfoms thee, make one atonement for the vices 
** df thy prc^deceffors ; refill not th^ claims of a 
^ people, reduced to every mifcry ; in thy i^ame 
'V give back the properties that thy nation wrefte4 
I " from a fuffering people ; and let the defcend- 
" entsof thofe Englifh ruffian§ reftore to Iriftimea 
" their country, and to th€ir country, liberty : 'tis 
" rather late to trifle; one fortunate breeze may 
^^do it ; and then, woe to him who was a tyrant, 
" or who is unjuft !" f 

Of the Prefs — which was condqfled in afuperi^r 
ftyle, and with lefs violence, yet with fo much in- 
temperance as to accelerate its ruin, together with 
a rigid reftridion of newfpaper publications, I 
(hall give only this extract. " The rule of right is 
" a rule that in morals fhould never vary ; but in 
*^ thefe kingdoms, to preach up royalifm is the beft 
*' rule ; and the wifdom of government protefis 
*' thofe who embrace this right fide of the quef- 
*^ tion, while it punifhes with equal reditude 
" thofe who maintained that a republic is the only 
" right .form of government : — Let us apply this 
*• rule to the continent. France is not a nation of 
" fools; find fome among them have as much 
*^ fenfe (God forgive them) as f * * * ^^-^but no 
**= matter. The fools of France tell you that mo- 
" narchy is a coat of arms, whofe fupportcrs are 
'' the church and the ariftocracy — its creft, the 

'^ bloody 

^ , \ Appendix to the report, Sec No. 27. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



^^ Woody hand — and its motto, Odipfofanum vuU 
^^ gys ; but that democracy, not poffefling thefe 
*' rampant wits is the asgis of wifdpm, ^hofe right 
*' ruk ihould govern the world. Now thefe are 
" two rules of right , both appearing on oppofite 
' «^ principles, both pronounced to be the very heft 
" for the government of man, and each declared 
t^ fuperior to the other in excellence ^ yet a ipan 
^' ihali be punilhed alternately for obferving this 
^' pr that, according to the ait which he breathes."^ 
Sijch were the cffeds of the various engines of 
theuaion, that before the end of the year 1797, 
the peafantry in the middle and fouthern counties 
pf Ireland were generally fworn into the confpi- 
racy, and preparing for infurrcdlion. When the 
liberty of publication in the newfpapers was, by 
new afts pf parliament, fo narrowly circumfcribed 
as no longer to admit United Iriftimen to avail 
then;>felves of this moft valuable channel of com- 
munication, hand-bills were privately printed and 
difperfed for the conveyance of inftruftions and 
exhortations. By this and the oral modes of com- 
munication, inftruft ions were conveyed through 
the whole body of the affociation, to abftain from 
fpirituous liquor^, that the national confumption 
thereof might be diminiftied, and confequently the 
revenue and ftrength of government, arifing from 
that great fubjeft of excife. In one of the circular 
hand-bills a hint of an approaching ncceffity of 
infuncdlion is followed by thefe words. " In the 



prepa- 
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" preparative interiinr let fobriety be national and 
^^ nnchatigeable,; by abftaining totally from the 
** ufe of J^irituous liquors you will deftroy the ex- 
^* cife, which is the only branch of revenue re- 
" itiaining, whence is produced ^the principal 
*^ Jlrength ,of gcnftrnmtnt ; you will prevent the 
** diftillation of grain, which confumes near doublp. 
** the quantify that is otherwife ufed for the necef- 
" faries of life ; you will confequently make bread 
'^ one-third cheaper, benefit the community, iiid 
** embarrafe your enemies/* f The leaders 6f the 
iinion might have alfa had in view the advantages 
of fobriety in its members for the promotion of it?s 
ends ; as without it neither the fecrets entruft^d to 
the lower claffes could be fuppofed fo fecure, nor 
their co-operation fo regular and efFedual when 
an order ftiould be iffued to take arms. This iq- 
ftruftion was obeyed fo well, that a ftriking change 
was quickly perceived in the generality of the 
common people from driinkennefs to fobriety — a 
change which^ for my part, I at firft attributed to 
another caufe, the fear of cxpofing themfelves to 
the danger of arreft by the king's troops, who had 
orders to flop all perfons iafter a certain hour of 
the night. However blameable the purpofe of the 
United Irifh leaders in this inftruaion, this parti- 
cular ftep taken to promote that purpofe is not to 
be regretted ; and the trueft loyalifts muft wifh its 
cfieft permanent, fince any defed of royal revenue 
thereby occafioned could be amply fupplied from 

other 

t Appendix to the report, &c. No. 25. 
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^hcr feurces, in confequence of the habits of fo- 
briety zmk order among the lower people, trirh 
which ecduoiny and induftry have a natural don- 
nc&ion, 

Another infttoidion given with a defiga to em- 
barrafs government, with refped to the public re- 
venue, could be attended with no fuch good influ- 
ence. This was a ckution againft the purchaft of 
the quit rents of the crown, which were to be fold 
for the rrifing of fupplies, and againft the accept- 
ance of bank-notes, or paper money, in place of 
coin, in pecuniary dealings. With this defiga 
were diftributed hand-bills, contrived for the dci- 
preciation oT goverment fecurities in general. — 
Oneof thefe, addreffed in the name of the United 
Irilhmen to the landed and monied interefts of 
Ireland, runs in thefe words. ** Whereas it has 
** been propofed by the chancellor of t/te exchequer 
" to fell the quit rents of the crown, in order to 
•* raife new fupplies for the profecution of this 
*' unjuft, unncceffary, and ruinous war : Now we, 
** the United Iriftimen, impelled by a fenfe of 
** public duty and fincere regard to the rights of 
^^p-operty, thmk fit to give you this public cau- 
*' tion, that no fuch fraudulent tranfaftion, con^ 
*' fuming by anticipation the refources and future 
" revenues of the nation, will be fufficient to ftand 
** good in the event of a revolution and a free le- 
•* gifl^ture ; a fair and folid bargain muft have 
^* the fanftion of due authority : but this, as well 
^* as every other loan or eontrad now in agitation, 

if la 
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*' is iQ itfelf inralidatcd by the ncfarioufncfs df its 
" objcft, and the incompetency of theprefent par- 
" liamcnt to bind the nation by any aft whatfo- 
" ever, as it is notorious to the whole world that 
** it w^fif named by the crown under the terrors of 
" 'martial law ; that there exifts in it no freedom 
*^ of aftion— but that it is the bought bafe inftru- 
^' pipnt of fuppprting an exterminating govern- 
^* mept ^nd foreign dominion. After this let the 
" duft^s blame thfmfelves.^^ 

Qi a hapd-bill diftribut^d with defign to ob^ 
ftrudl the circulation of bank-notes, and termed a 
caution to the brethren, the following is an ex- 
traft. " Thofip ;^ppointed by you to fuperintend 
*^ your interefts, have frpm time to time fent you 
** fuch advice or information as they were enabled, 
" from reflexion or enquiry, to oflfer for your ad- 
" vantage and the general good. Still aduated 
" by the fame principle qf zeal and fidelity, they 
" deein it their duty to caution you againft the 
" immenfe quantity of bank-notes which govern - 
" ment i^ fabricating without bounds. We need 
*' pot tell you that the value of any bank-note rcfts 
" upon the credit of him who iffues it. j^nd in 
*^ our opinion, the iffuer of this paper is; a bank- 
*' rupt, who, in all likelihood, muft Ijiortly ftiyt 
" up and run away. The prefent convenience oi 
" circulation will be but poor amends fqr the fub- 
'^ fequcnt beggary and ruin it will bring on the^ 
" holders ; for you know th^t it will be wafte 
'^ paper, and mufl: ftop fomewhereas foon as there 
*' is a hiirfly and that the poflcflbr (God help him) 

will 
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" will be robbed of fo much property as he has 
" taken it fqr.^f I^ confequence of this monitioii 
the members of the union, and thofe who were 
influenced by them, declined the acceptance of 
this paper money, and great inconvenience was 
felt in pecuniary tranfaftions ; but the circulation 
was forced, for the tender of bank-notes amounted 
to legal payment, the rejeGion of which cancelled 
the debt ; and thofe who refufed to part with their 
goods for money of this defcription, were liable to 
be heavily amerced by the quartering of foldiers 
on their houfes. 

Hand bills alio were employed to aflift the emif^ 
faries in attempts to feduce the army — attempt* 
which had commenced fo early as the year 1792, 
but which were, by the adive circumfpeAion of 
government, particularly that moft wife meafurc 
of augmenting the pay of the military, rendered 
abortive. Of one of thefe diftributed papers, 
figned Shamrec, dztcd the twenty- feventh of March, 
1798, and addreffed from Weftmeath to the fol- 
diers of Ireland, calculated to intereft the feelings 
of thefe men, the following is an extrad. ^* My 
"countrymen, what can you fay when you hear 
" of fcenes of blood ading on the fpot where your 
" native hamlets once flood, but now no more : 
*^ their owners, your triends, either fent to feek 
" repofe in the grave by the hands of thefe villain- 
" ous Orange murderers, or immured in the damp 
" and dreary dungeons of the baftilcs of this coun- 

" try^ 

•f Appendix to the report, &c. No. 28. 
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•^ try, pining ill chill defpondency, waiting for a 
* trial feldoin obtained, and when obtained, ac- 
^ quitted, after years of dreary folitary confine- 
•* irient ! ! Some hurried on board prifon-ftiips— 
**- fome a6tually tranfported to the fettlements on 
♦* the coaft of Africa-Mothers fent to ferve in the 
** Weft Indies, certain viAims to the climate, or 
<* left to rot, chained in the hold of a filthy coaft- 
*' ing v^ffel ! your wives defpoiled to gratify the 
** infatiable luft of thefe ravifhers! — And thefc 
**" fcenes, my coantrymen, fuffered to go unpu- 
*^ niftied by thofe in power, whom you proteft ; 
** to whofe frowns your array adds terror; to 
^ whom you give your fupport: for unlefs you 
" pleafe, they vanifh; without your proteftion 
** thefe defpots fall — thefe defolators, that each 
*^ day refine on fuch bloody deeds, would perifti, 
*^ and your country be free. My brave country- 
/* men, do not let the world call us daftards: no, 
" let us Ihew the world we are men, and, above 
^^ all, that we are Irifhmen. Let every man 
" among you feel the injuries your country, your* 
'* felves have fuffered ; the infults you have re- 
" ccived, the ftripes. that have been dealt with an 
" unmerciful hand on thofe brave comrades who 
" dared to think and feel for their countr)^ — IF 
*' you do, the glorious work will be complete, and 
*^ in the union of the citizen and his brave fellow- 
^^ foldier, the world (hitherto taught to look down 
*^ upon us with contempt) will fee that we can 
^* emancipate our country ; we will convince fur- 
^* rounding nations that Irifti foldiers h^ve avow- 

'' cd 
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^ cd and adopted a maxim they will maintain, or 
^* perilh— namely, ihaf every manjkould he a foldkr 
*' Jn defence of his liberty^ but none to take away the 
•^ //^r/y of others."* 

While every engine of internal oppofition againft 
government was put in motion, the Irifti directory 
maintained a conft&nt intercourfe with the French, 
whofe aid for the accompliftiment of the revolu^ 
tion was earneftly folicited. After feveral more , 
early communications between the ieaciing mem- 
bers of the union and thofe of the French govern- 
ment, by the medium of fome Irifti fugitives at 
P^ris, a formal intimation in 1796, as I have al- 
ready mentioned, was given by one of thofe fugi* 
tives, fuppofed to be Theobald Wolfe Tone, that, 
dn a reprefentation of the ftate affairs, the Frcach 
diredlory had come to a refolution to fend a force 
into Ireland, for the purpofe of co-operating with 
that of the confpirators. Acquiefcing in this pro- 
pofal, after an extraordinary meeting for its confi- 
deration, the chiefs of the confpiracy fent with 
this advice a mefTenger, faid to be Lord Edward 
Fitzgerald, who, accompanied by Arthur O'Con- 
nor, Went by Hamburgh to Switzerland, where, 
near th^ French frontier, he met Hoche, the French 
g^eneral, jind is thought to have there concerted 
with him the plaii of operation. In , the Oftober 
of the fame year an accredited meffenger arrived 
in Ireland from France, announcing the defign of 
iavafion- with an army of fifteen thoufand men, 

which 

' * Appendix to the report, &c. No. 30. 
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which was attempted near the end of the foHawv 
ing December, in the abortive expedition to the 
bay of Bantry. To folicit the affiftancc of another 
armament from France, which had been expeded 
after the failure ofthefirft, a confidential agent, 
named Lewins^ was deputed,/who, leaving London 
in March, 1797, and pafling through Hamburgh, 
arrived about the end of May in Paris, where he 
afterwards remained as the ambaffador of the Irifh 
union to the French diredlory. 

Fiom a fear that a premature infurreftlon, uij* 
aided from abroad, the fuppreffion of which might 
ruin their fcheme, fhould be forced by the vigor*- 
ous meafures, already related, adopted by govern- 
ment in the province of XJIfter — a moft confident 
tial member of the direftory, Do6lor William- 
James M'Nevin, who had a^ed as the fecretary 
of this ruling committee, was, at the end of June, 
in the fame year, fent with orders to prefs the 
French government with redoubled earneftnefs for 
immediate aid. Meeting at Hamburgh with slxjl 
agent of the French republic, and finding fome 
difficulty in the procuring of a paffport, M'JMe- 
vin tranfmitted a memorial by this agent to Paris, 
where he himfelf afterwards delivered a fecond, 
having obtained permiffion to proceed on his 
journey. In the former of thefe memoirs werie 
made a ftatement of the condition of the United 
Irifh, and of the kingdom in general, for the rejcep- 
tion of. the French auxiliaries ; apromife of re- 
imburfement to the French government of it# ex-* 
pences in the emancipation of Ireland, and a de- 
mand 
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mand of a body of troops not exceeding ten thou- 
fand men, nor falling (hort of five thoufand, with 
artillery, ammunition, and arms for the fupply of 
the infurgents. In the latter was adduced every 
argument which the writer conceived, for the haf- 
tening of the expedition. A requeft, which en- 
tirely failed, was alfo made by the Irifh negoci- 
ators, of a loan of half a million, or at leaft three 
hundred thoufand pounds, from France and Spain 
fucceffively, on the fecurity of the ecclefiaftical and 
other lands deftined for confifcation by the revo- 
lutionifts.* The afliftance, however, of a military 
force was conceded, and an army much greater 
than had been requefted, coillifting of fifteen thou- 
fand men, was embarked for this purpofe in a 
Dutch fleet at the Texfl, under the command of 
Cjeneral Daen dells ; but the fear of the Britilh 
navy, fuperior in flrength, occalioned a fuddea 
debarkation of thefe troops ; and when, contrary 
to the judgment of its admiral, this armament was 
obliged to fail at the inftance of the French direc- 
tory, it was totally defeated, on the eleventh of 
O£lober, 1797, by a fquadron of Britifti veffels 
under the command of Lord Vifcount Duncan, 

Still after this difappointment, hopes of newfuc- 
cours from France were feduloufly encouraged, 
and the members of the union admoniflied to be in 
a ftate of preparation to receive them. In Febru- 
ary, 1795, inftruftions in detail were iffued froiu 
the military committee to the adjutant-generals, 

E concerning 

♦ Appendix to the report, 5cc. No. 31. 
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concerning the modes of preparing for open war- 
fare againft gpvernment, and to the federal regi- 
ments concerning their arms and appointments. — 
To extend the organization, to augment tH^ mili- 
tary ftores, and to add in every way to the ftrength 
of the confpiracy, continued to be the jitimediate 
objeft of its partifans till the arrival of their allies ; 
and the fyftem of terror, by noAurnal plundering 
of arms, individual affaflination, and other kinds of 
outrage, which had been adopted in the north, was 
put in praflice in the fouth. To give a catalogue 
of all the particular afts of atrocity which have 
come within my knowledge, committed on obnox- 
ious perfons, would trefpafs on the reader's pati- 
cnce, and add very little to his information. I 
Ihall mention one, as an inftance, which happened 
not many miles from mf place of abode. The 
ftacks of corn and the offices of a gentlewoman 
named Sherwood, near Carnew, in the county of 
Wicklow, whofe family were in the habit of fpeak- 
ing in very intemperate language againft the Ro- 
manifts, were fet on fire at once in the night by 
perfons unknown, and wholly confumed, with 
twenty cows, befide horfes and other cattle, the 
bellowings of which, amid the flames, were truly 
horrible. The dwelllng-houfe, with its inhabit- 
ants, would have probably iQiared the fame fat^, 
if the fire could have communicated to it on the 
cmtfide, from which it was protedled by the flated 
roof. 

But while on one fide the chiefs of the United 
Irilh proceeded in their plans> with a ref6lution to 

avoid. 
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avoid, if poffible, an infurreftion till, by the land- 
ing of the French auxiliaries, or fome other fa- 
vourable event, their profped of fuccefs might be 
nearly certain or highly probable, the government, 
on the other, was determined to diforgani^e their 
fyftem, if poflibk, and to deftroy the ftrengthof 
the confpiTacy, before fuch an event fliould occur. 
After the proclaiming of many diftrids in the 
fouthern and midland counties, the imprifonment 
and tranfportation of many perfons,and other a£ls 
of power, a very fevere wound was inflided on the 
luiion by th^ arreft of the thirteen members com- 
pofing the provincial committee of Leinfter, with 
other principals of the confpiracy, at the houfe of^ 
Oliver Bond of Bridge- ftreet, in Dublin, on the 
twelfth of March, This arreft was grounded on 
the information of Thomas Reynolds, a Romaa 
catholic gentleman, of a place called Kilkea-caf- 
tle, in the county of Kildare, colonel of a United 
Irifti regiment, treafurer of the county of Kildare, 
a«d provincial delegate for Leinfter, w ho having 
travelled iu the fame carriage with William Cope, 
a wealthy and refpeftable merchant of Mcrrion- 
fqu are, in Dublin, about the twenty- fifth of the pre- 
ceding month, had been induced by the arguments 
of that gentleman, and the pidure which he drew 
of the horrors of a revolutionary war in Ireland, 
to difclofefor the ufe of government what he knew 
- of theconfpiracy^ — pretending, however, to receive 
from time to time his information from another 
perfon, not to be himfelf the original informer.— 

E « In 
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In this atreft were included the moft abk and ac- 
tive leaders of the union- — Thomas Addis Emmet, 
a lawyer of prime abilities; Doftor William- 
James M^Nevin ; Arthur O'Connor ; and Oliver 
Bond. The vacancies made in the direftory and 
elfewhere, by the feizure of thefe and other perfons, 
were quickly filled, but with men lefs fit for the 
arduous attempt of overturning an old government, 
and eftablifhing a new. To prevent a defpondency 
ajuong the members of the union on this occafion, 
a hand^bill, dated on St. Patrick's day^, the fevcn- 
t€:enth of Mar4:h, was diftr^ibuted, of which the 
foUowing isan extradi. 

, " For us, the keen but momentary anxiety, oc- 
*' cafioned by the fituation of our invaluable 
*^ friends, fubfided, on learning all the circum- 
" fiances of the cafe, into a calm tranquillity, a 
*' confoling conviftion of mind, that they are as 
*^ fafc as innocence can make them now ; and to 
" thefe fentimen^s were quickly added a redoubled 
" energy, a tenfold a^ivity of exertion, which has 
" already produced the happieft effefts* The or^ 
" ganization of the capitaiisperfed. No vacancies 
" exiiling, arrangements have been made, and are 
«f ftili making, to fecure for our oppreffed bre- 
** thren, whofe tria^Isapproach, the beiiefit of legal 
« defence ; and the centinets whom you have ap- 
** pointed^ watch over your interefts, ftandfirm 
'^ at their pofts, vigilant of events, and prompt to 
•< give you notice jtnd advice, which, on every 
« occafion At alt requiring it, rely on receiving.— 
^\ This recital, Iriftimen, is meant to guard thofe 

" of 
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** of you who are remote from the fcene of the late 
" events, agaiaft the confequences of mifrepre- 
*^ fentatioQ and miftake. The moft unfounded 
" rumours have been fet afloat, fabricated for the 
" double purpofe of delufion and intimidation-. 
" Your' enemies talk of treachery, in the vain and 
*^ fallacious hope of creating it; but you, whd 
*^ fcorn equallyto.be their dupes or their flaves, 
^ will meet their forgerieS with dignified con- 
'^ tempt, incapable of being either goaded intd 
^* untimely violence, or funk into pufillanijnous 
^^ defpondenqy; Be firm, Iriflimen — but be cool 
'^ and cautious ; be patient yet a while ; truft to 
** no. unauthorifed communications ; and abovt 
** all, we warn you — again and again we warn 
*^ you— againft doing the work of your tyrants, by 
^ premature^ by partial^ or divided exertion. If 
** Irdand Ihall bp forced to throw away the fcab- 
*' bard, let it be at her own time, not at theirs. ^^ * 

This and.the other arrefts, and other ftrong mca- 
fi/res. to, which the government had hitherto had re- 
courfe, tho>cry debilitating to the confpiracy,were 
far from fuJBRpient to.deflroyits force, ox prevent its 
final fuccefs. Partialproclamations, or the putting of 
diltrifts under the feverity of the new laws enabled 
tp prevent infnrre<ftion, had only a partial eflfe^j 
the audacity of the united in Leinfter and Mun- 
fter yielding fo little on. the whole amount, that 
many afts of hoftility were committed againft tbfe 
peaceable inhabnants by men affembled in large 

numbers j 
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numbers; an inflance of which has been thought 
worthy of notice in the report of the fecret com- 
mittee of the commons houfe of parliament ; that 
a body of men amounting to about eight hundred, 
moftly on Jaorfebackj had eutered the town of 
Cahir, in the county of Tipperary, openly in the 
day, and held pofleflion of it until they coUedcd 
all the arms and ammunition which they could 
find after a regular fearc.h through all the houfes* 
At length recourfe was had to. a general proclama- 
tion and military execution. In the former, dated. 
March the thirtieth, 1798, was a declaration, that 
a traitorous confpiracy, exifting within the king* 
dom for the deftru£lion of the eftablifhed govern- 
ment, had been confiderably extend^, ^nd had 
manifefted itfelf in afts of open violcJnce and re- 
bellion ; and that in confequence thereof the moft 
direft and pofitive orders had been ilTued to the 
officers commanding his^ Majefty's forces to em- 
ploy them with the utmoft vigour anddecifion,for 
the immediate fuppreflion of this confpiracy, and' 
for the difarmiug of the rebels and all difafFefled 
perfons, by the moft fujaimary and effeftual mea^ 
lures. To Sir Ralph Abercrombie, then chief 
commander of the forces, orders were iffued from, 
the lord lieut^ant to proceed with his army inta 
the difturbed counties, vefted with full pQwers to 
zd according to his difcretion for the attainmenjt 
af the propofed objed^ A manifefto, dated from 
his headquarters at Kildare, the third of April, 
M^as addreffed to the^nhabitants of the county by 
the general, requiring them to furrender thei^ 
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arms in the fpace often days from the date of the 
notice./ threatening, in cafe of non-compliance, to- 
diftribute large bodies of troops among them to* 
live at free quarter — promifing rewards to fuch as 
would give information of concealed arms or am- 
munition — and denouncing his refolution of re- 
currii^to other feverities if the county Ihould ftill 
continue in a difturbedftate.f 

On the advance of the military into each county, 
the fame notice was given to its inhabitants^, and , 
^t the expiration of the term prefcribed, the troops 
were quartered on the houfes of the difaflFeded or 
fufpedled, in numbers proportioned to the fuppof- 
ed giiilt and ability of the owners, whofe pecuni- 
ary circurnftanceswere often deeply injured by the 
maintenance of the foldiery,' and the wafte whieh 
was otherwife made of their effeds. Great num- 
bers of houfes, with their furniture, were burned 
where concealed' arms^were founds— where meet- 
ings of the united had been held. Or whole occu- 
pants had been guilty of the fabrication of pikes, 
or of other praftices for the promotion of the con- 
fpiracy. Many oi^^the common people, andfome 
even in circumftances of life fuperior to that cials> 
particularly in the city of Dublin, were fcourged^ 
fome picketed; or otherwife put to pain, ta force a 
confeflion of concealed arms or plots. Some irre*- 
gularitics may naturally be fuppafed alfo .commit- 
ted' by common foldiers, without the approbation 
or knowledge of ^ their officers, in fuch a ftate of 

affairs, 

•^i Appendix. ta tU rcj^rt, &c. No#. 36*804 37. 
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affairs^ and many ads of feverity by perfons^noi ia 
the regular troops — fome from an unfeigned, and 
others from an affefted sseal for the fervice of tho 
crown. Thefe various vexations amounted on t'he: 
whole to fuch a mafs of difquietude ai)d diftrefs,, 
that the exhortations of the chiefs to bear their 
irvils with fteady patience, until an opportunity ot" 
fuccefsful infurreftion fhould occur, proved vaia 
with the lower clafles. Such numbers of thefe m 
the months of April and May were furrendering 
their arms, taking the oath of allegiance, and giv- 
ing information againft their officers and feducers, 
particularly in the counties gf ICildare and Tip-^ 
perary, which were by thefe means in great raea- 
fure diforgani^ed, that the chiefs of the union >, 
fearing n total derangement of tlieir fchemfi, and 
deftruftion of their fo^ce, before a favourable op.» 
portunity of revolt fhould arrive, came to a deter* 
roinatioA to try th«ir Itrengih againfl government, 
witliout the afliftance of their French allies, and a 
plan for the purpofe was accordingly digefled by 
the military committee. 

To authorize the burning of houfes and furni< 
ture, the wifdom of adminiflration may have feeu 
9$ good reafon as for other a6l^ of feverity, though 
to me and many others that reafon is not clear. 
Thefe burnings doubtlefs caufed no fmall terror 
and confternation to the difaflfe^led, but they 
caufed alfo a lofs to the community at large, reur 
dered many quite defperate who were deprived of 
9IU and augmented the violence of hatred in thofe 
among whom thefe houfelefe people took refuge. 
. P«)Dbably 
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Probably in this, as in other cafes, the lower aftors 
ia the political fccne fometiroes exceeded the li- 
mits within which the wifdom of adminiftration 
would have confined ihem, if that had been prac- 
ticable, after ihefe had ouce been veftedwith au- 
thority. Some of the loweft aftors were in fa& 
ready enough in other cafes to exceed fuch limits. 
Men imprifoned on fufpicion, or private informa- 
tion;, were fometimes half-hanged, (as the aft was 
termed,) or ftrangl^ almoft to death, before their 
guilt or innocence could be afcertained by trial, 
by fuch men as ferjeants in the militia, without the 
knowledge, as I fuppofcj of thdr officers- Re- 
fledging loyalifts were much concerned at the per- 
miQion or impunity of fuch afts, which tended fo 
ftrongly to confirm tht^ prejudices already fp la.bo- 
xioidiiy exicitedby the emiffari^sof fcdition. 

Among the caufes which, in the troubled inter- 
val of time previous to the grand infurreftion, con- 
tributed to the general uneafinefs, were the infults 
pra£iifed by pretended zealoj^s, to the annoyance 
of the trueft loyalifts as well a& malecontents, on 
perfons who wore their hair fliort, or happened to 
tave any pari; pf thek apparel of ai green colour,, 
both of which were confidered as emblems of a re- 
publican or of a revolutionary fpirit. Short unpo w- 
dered hair bad been affefted by perfons in Britain, 
fuppofed to be repi^blicans ; yet the fame was aMb 
worn by many loyalifts for convenience-f The term 

t Short hair, about which fo fcnftlefs a buftle wat made, wat 
found (o coAveaient, that it was generally adopted after the re* 
bellion,^ cyenb^^thofc who ^ad iniligated outrages oa account 
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croppy^ however, was adopted in Ireland to fignify 
a revolutionift, or enemy to the eftablifhed g<J- 
vernment, without regard to the length or fojrm of 
the hair. As green had been adopted by the 
Irifh malecQD tents as the revolutionary colour, ia 
imitation of the fhamroc, it was juftly aa objeft of 
reprobation, when worn intentionally as a badge 
of party ; but accidentally, and without reflexion, 
on the confequence, v m^ny loyalifts, particularly 
among the fair fex^ had this colour in fome part of 
their ckefs, as handkerchiefs with green ftripesj^ 
green bonnets, green petticoats, green ribbons, or 
green fhoes.. Perfons of nial^volent minds took 
advantage of thefe circumftances to indulge their 
general malignity or private malice, when they 
could with impunity. On the heads of many 
who were fefeftedas objefls of outrage, were fixed 
caps of coarfe linen or ftrong brown paper, fmear-. 
cd with pitch on the infide, which in fome in- 
ftances adhered fo firmly as not to be difengaged 
without a laceration of the hair and even fkin. 
An infult of this kind attempted on a miftaken, 
objeft inWicklow, in Aprrl, 1798, was in danger 
of being followed by fatal efFefts. A detachment 
of the North-Cork militia in their march to Gorey, 
Baeeting and begi'nning to maltreat a foldier with^ 
fhort hair of the Downfhire militia, who, being fer- 
vant to an officer, wa« not at the time dreffed in 
military uniform, were furioufly repulfed by fome 
of the Downfhire foldjers, who ran to the refcue of 
their colleague, and a bloody confli£l would have 
tnfued, if it had not been prevented by the ex-. 

. traordinary 
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traordinary exertions of the officers on both fides, 
three of u h')ni, befide many of the foldiersf, were 
wounded in the fray. 

Among the fpecies of injuries to which men 
were innocently expofed, in the turbid ftate of the 
"kingdom preceding the grand infurreftion, was this, 
that numbersof malignant perfons,moftIy,lfuppofe, 
perhaps all, of the united party, made it a praftice 
to feize violently fuch as they thought proper, or 
ivere able, arid to crop or, cut their hair ftiort^ 
which rendered them liable to the outrage of the 
pitched cap of thofe who were, or rather pretended 
to be, (trenuous partizans of the eftablifti.ed confti- 
tution. Handkerchiefs, ribbons, and other parts 
of drefs marked with the obnoxious colour, were 
torn or cut away frpm females unconfcious of dif- 
loyalty, and undefignedly bearing the imaginary 
badge. Various other violent ^6ls were copaixiit- 
ted, fo far as to cut away pieces of men's ears, eveti 
fometipies the \^hole ear, or a part of the nofe: 
nor could the ftauncheft loyalifts be certain always 
t)f exemption from infult by being clear of' all im^ 
aginary marks of difloyalty ; for on the arrival of^ 
a detachment of the army in any part of thecoim- 
try where thfc inhabitants were unknown to the 
oflScers and foldiers, which was almoft always tht 
cafe, private malice was apt to convey in whifpers 
falfe intelligence, marking individuals, perhaps the 
* beft members of fociety, as proper objeds of Hiili- 
jafy outrage. 

That thofe who were moft aftive to commit 
^hefe outrages, or to inftigatc others to the com- 

xniilioa 
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mifliop, of them, were not the beft friends of go- 
verument, I have good reafon to fuppofe. Their 
conduftj whatever may have be'tn their motives^ 
was evidently adapted to augment the ni:^mber 
and rage of the malcontents, which, in concur- 
rence with other circumftances, might have prp- 
duced very fatal efifedls : befides that in the hour 
of danger, when the great infurreftion took place, 
and government ftood in need of the moll vigo- 
rous exertions of its friends, moft pf thefe agita-. 
tors of infult ftood aloof, and the reft, fo .far as 
luy experience and inforaiatiort extends^ were 
very ftiy in their movements againft. tjie rebels, 
and cautious of their perfonal fafety ; a conduit, 
whith implied either a disfeil of courage or o^f 
loyalty^ The fojlo^wiog inftance of this mode o£/ 
procee^ng tpugbes the extreme- A young gen- 
tleman of a robuft frame and healtjiy conftitution, 
z furious declaimer againft croppies, and a' private 
inftigator of njilitary infult, fled at the commence^, 
ment of the infurredlion to a town twenty miles, 
diftant frpm the lines of the rebels, where he. 
^remained very quiet until the irebellion was totally 
fuppreffed : he then returned to his habitation, 
and witji becoming modefty refumed hia former, 
language of oftentatious loyalty, together with a./ 
flaming fuit of military uniform, and a martial air. 
By the fyftem of fecret accufation and efpio- 
nage, nccefTarily adopted, with other exttaof- 
dinary meafures, . in this dangerous crifis, gov^n- 
xnent unavoidably made ample room for the ex- 
ertions of private malice. Magiftrates and mili- 
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taty officers were empowered to receive informa- 
tions, to keep the natnes of the informers pro^ 
fbundly fecret, and to proceed againft the accufed 
ttCGdrdiftg to dil'eretion, I fliall not fuppofe that 
atny magiftrate could have pretended to receive 
informatioB, which he had not received, for the 
indirlgence of his piivate fpite againft any indivi- 
dual ; but fome of the gentlemen invefted with 
thefe new powers were led into grievous errors by 
falfe informers, whofe names notwithftanding have 
never been divulged. One inftance J fhiall men- 
tion, as it has been already made public in the 
newfpapers, and has given caufe for a debate in 
parliament. Thomas Fitzgerald, high fheriff of 
Tipperary, feized at Clonmel, a gentleman of the 
name of Wright, againft whom no grounds of 
fufpicion could be conjeAured by his neighbours,, 
caufed five hundred lafties to be infliAed on him 
in the fevereft manner, and confined him fcveral 
days without permitting his wounds to be dreffed, 
fo that his recovery ftom fuch a ftate of torture 
and laceration could hardly be expelled. In a 
trial at law, after the rebellion, on an aAion of 
damages brought by Wright againft this magif- 
trate, the innocence of the plaintiff appeared fo 
manifeft, even at a time when prejudices ran 
amazingly high againft perfons accufed of difloy- . 
alty, that the defendant was condemned to pay 
five hundred pounds to his profecutor. Many 
other adions of damage on fimilar grounds would 
have been commenced, if the parliament had not 
put a ftop to fuch proceedings, by an aft of indera- 

nity. 
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nity, for all errors commkted by magiftratcS from 
fappofed zeal for the public fervice. A letter 
writtea ia the French language, found in the 
pocket of Wright, was haftily confidered as a 
proof of guilt, though the letter was of a perfe&ly 
innocent nature. This magiftrate, however, whofc 
want of knowledge of the French language con*, 
j&rmed, or feemcd to confirm him in fo lamentable 
an error and outrage, feemstbhave had great merit 
in the prevention of rebellion in that county by liis 
nnremitted aftiyity and boifterous exertions. 

Thefe diforders, unavoidable^ in fuch a ftate of 
affairs, increafed with the alarm of the approaching 
infurredion, which the chiefs of the union, feeing 
its force declining, and in danger of being deftroy* 
ed by the vigorons 'meafures of government, ap- 
pointed to commence on the twenty-third of May^ 
without waiting for French auxiliaries, left, before 
that aid fhould arrive> their fyftem ftiould be fo 
diforganizcd as to be incapable of any promifing 
effort. Among the precautions taken on this oc- 
cafion by the members of government, who were 
fully informed of the intended revolt, was the 
augmentation ofthefeveral companies of armed 
yeomen, by the addition of fupplemeiitary men, 
moftly infantry, and without uniform. Thcl'c yeo- 
men had begun to be embodied in Odobcr in the 
year 1796, in a kind of independent companies, 
each compofed, commonly pf about; fifty men, 
moftlv cavalry, with a much fmaller body ofinfan-, 
try attached to tliem, and each generally com- 
manded by a captain and two lieutenants. The 
^ infantry 
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infantry were armed like thofe of the regular 
army, but the cavalry were furniflied with only one 
piftol and a fword each, excepting a few who had 
' carbines. la the formation of the companies or 
corps of yeomen, to appoint the far greater part 
of them cavalry was an error, as the event clearly 
proved ; for in the rebellion which cnfued, the 
yeoman infantry, fupported by regular troops, 
fought fteadily'^againft the foe; while the horfe- 
men, from the nature of the country, uneven with 
hilk, and every where interfered with ditches, 
th^ir want of proper fubordination and difcipline, 
and the facility of efcape, were of little ufc except 
for patroles or expreffes, though their horfcs were 
fuperior to thofe of the regular cavalry in the tra- 
verfingof ditches and fields. If thefe troops had 
been habituated to difmount and engage on foot- 
with carbines, their fervice might have been of 
confiderable effefl ; but, as the matter was, they 
could hardly ever be brought to a charge on the 
rebels, or to make a retreat with regularity. 

The caufe of this error in the inftitution of arm- 
ed yeomen, of the appointment of moftly horfemen 
inftead of infantry, fo little efficacious for the end 
propofed, and fo oppreffive to individuals of the 
poorer fort, who were obliged to furnifti horfcs at 
their own expence, and maintain them without 
much affiftance of pay, was by fomefuppofedtobe 
the jealoufy of government, who fufpeded a gene- 
ral difaffedion of the people, and feared to give 
fandlion to fuch a military eftablifliment, as, like 

the 
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th« old volunteers, nrigfet become a dang^erotis en* 
gioe of popular demands, under the influence of 
defigmng men* But the proteftantsof Irehnd in 
general are too apprebenfiveof the hoftite deter* 
mination of theRomanifts againft them, ever fully 
to coalefce with that body in an armed oppofition 
to government ; fo that, with few exceptions, ii the 
real fentiments of this defcription of people had 
been known, admiiiiftratioa migKt have repofed 
the fuUeft confidence in them. In that cafe the 
difference of pay to cavalry and footmen might 
have been faved^ and the rebellion probably ftifled 
in its commencement^ or at leaft much more fpee-^ 
dily fuppreffed. 

A neceffary precaution was the arreftiiig^of feve-^ 
ral principals of the confpiracy. Among the per* 
fons apprehended at this critical time, was Lord 
£dward Fit^erald, who had efcapcd the arreft 
made at Oliver Bond's boufc on the twelfth of the 
preceding March. This gentleman had fervcd in 
his majefty^s army, where he had been highly ef* 
teemed for his courage and military conduft, hi$ 
honour, humanity, and candour; bat becaufe he 
i^vQwed bis approbation of the revolution in 
France, his name was expunged from the military 
lift, as a, pcrfoa unworthy to bear a commiifion in 
the Britifh army. Perhaps his expreifions were 
ftronger than propriety admitted ; and perhaps, on 
the other hand, this procedure of adminiftratioa 
was imprudent, fince it was nearly followed by 
difaftrous confequences, and fince on men of can- 
dor and franknefs dependence can be much more 

fafely 
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fafeiy placed, than on thofe who cxpfefs unquali* 
fied approbation of the ruling party— ^fuch mea 
being generaliy ready to aft the fame part on the 
t)ppofitc fidci with change of circuroftances. 

L6rd Edward, who was brother to the duke of 
Leinfter, and married to a French lady of the 
royal blood of the Capets, a daughter of the laft 
duke of Orleans, was eminently qualified for the 
excitement and direftion of revolutionary com- 
motions, betng a man of daring courage, a moft 
aflive fpirit, confiderable abilities of mind, and 
being of a family highly refpefted for Its ancient 
greatnefs by the lower clafles of the Ifilh. la 
confeqnence of a proclamation ifTiied on the 
eleventh of May, accompanied with a promife of 
a thoafand pounds reward for his apprehenfion, he 
Vas feized on the ilinetecnth, in the houfe of 
i^icholas Murphy, a merchant in Thomas-ftreet, 
t)ublin, by Wm. Bellingham Swan, a moft aflive 
Inagiftrite, tOWn-^major Sirr, and captain Ryan, 
^ yeoman officer, a gentleman poflefTed of great 
courage ; but his lordftiip tnade fo defperate a 
defence, with no other arms than a dagger, that 
Swan was wounded, and Ryan died of his wounds 
eleven days after. Lord Edward himfelf expired 
in great agoiiy on the third of the following month. 
From the effe6is of this furious conflift, as he had 
been \younded in the Ihoulder by the ftiot of a pif- 
Xo\ from major Sirr. ' ^ , 

On the nineteenth and twenty-fifft *of Mky Te- 
veral other arrefts were made, and among the ar- 

F refted 
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jrefted were Henry and John Sheares, brothers^ 
natives of Cork, men of great abilities, .and law- 
yers, who had made a vifit to Paris in 1792, whore 
they had imbibed very deeply revolutionary ideas^ 
had, on their return to Ireland, been aftive in the 
united confpiracy, and had, as we have good rea^ 
fon to believe, at laft been raifed td the fatal emir 
nence of the direftorial committee* From a belief 
of his being a United Irifhman — a belief doubtlefe 
imprefled by Tome dextrous management on his 
part, and the hope of his co-opetation in the bufi- 
nefs — they confided the fecret of the time and plan 
of the infurredion to captain Armftrong of the 
King^s County militia, who had procured an 
introduftion to them through the medium of 
Patrick Byrne, bookfeller of Grafton - ftreet, 
Dublin. The intelligence occafionally received 
by this officer, who had procured his introducr 
lion for the fervice of government, wad regularly 
conveyed to the lord lieutenant. In the houfe of 
Henry Sheares, at the time of his arreft, and in the 
band-writing of John, was found a manifefto evi- 
dently intended for publication after the capital 
Ihould be in pofleflion of the confpirators.. In this 
were expreffed very fanguinary feniiments, quite 
contrary, as I have reafon to belicve> to the natur 
ral difpofition of thefe gentlemen ; but, in the 
poet'^s phrafe, ** to ftiut the j[ates of mercy on man- 
** kind/*t may be a maxim with revolutionifts ; 
and m faA the fcvere and terrible me^furea to 

which 

t Gray'* Elegy in a Country Church-yard. 
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wtiich government, for the prefervation of its cx^ 
iftence, had be^fa obliged to. have recourfe, muft 
naturally excite a fpirit of revenge and cruelty io, 
the maiecontent fa£lion : yet the former members 
t)f the direftory, among whom was Thomas- Addis 
Emmett, had intended to avoid bloodfhed as much 
ias poflibie, and only tO banifh thofe who ftiould 
prove refra^ory, allowing their families a mainte- 
nance but 6f their properties. * If the affairs of 
the union had continued to ht conduced with the 
ability of thcfe former membersi, probably the go* 
vernment, with all its vigilaince, would have beca 
Overturned, greatly, 1 appreheud, to the detriment 
of the Britilh iflands and Europe in general. 

The above-mentioned manifefto, which was not 
iquite fini{hed for publication, ^au in the following 
terms. " Irifhroen, your 90Unt|y is free, aijd you 
^* are about to be avenged. TThat vile govera- 
" ment, which has fo loqg and fo cruelly oppreff- 
*^ ed you, is no more* Soitie pf it^jnoft atrocious 
. *^ monfters have already paid ihe forfeit of ih^t 
*' lives, atid the reft are in our hands. The na- 
•^* tional flag, the /acred greeny is at this moment 
" flying over the ruins of defpotifm ; and that 
" capital, which a few hours paft had.witneffed 
••' the debauchery, the plots, and the crimen of 
*^ your tyrants, is now the citadel of triumphant 
*' patriotifm arid virtue. Arife then, united fons 
** of Ireland, arife like a great and powerful peo- 
** pie, determined to live free, or die. Arm your- 

F 2 " felves 

* Af pcndix to the report, &c. No. 31. 
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J-^ felves by every mearis? ih your powor^ and rtilli 
' " like lions on *yoiir foes. C6iifidef ih^t for every 
"*' 'fenemy y^ou diftrrn, ybii arm a friend, and thusi. 
" becotae doubly powerful. In the canf? of li- 
" berty, inaftion is cowardice j and the coward 
*' ihall forfeit the property he has not the courage 
*^ to pr6te6^. let his^rilis be fecuted and tranf- 
'*' ferried to thofe galUnt fpiril^ who want and will 
*" life theni. Yes, Itiftimen, w^ fwear by that 
' " '■ Etefnal Jurtice, in %hofe caufe ytm fight^ that 
*" thfe brav6 patriot who- fnrvives the prefent gla- 
'^^ nc?i/s ftrfiggki abtfthe family df him wha has 
'*^ falkn, or hereafter fhaH fall in it, ffiaH receive 
" from the hknds of a grateflil nation an ample 
*^ recom^^nce 6ut of that property which the 
" crittii^s 6f duV enethies havfe forfeited into its^ 
'" hands,^2fnd his name ihali be infer ibed on the 
** greit national r€fc^or4 of Itifh irevolutioil, as » 
*' glbrious eximp!e to alt pbfterity ; but we like- 
" \^ife fwear to puniflr robber))' with death andf 
^ infamy. We atfo fwcar that We will never 
'' ftieath the fwofd tift every being in the conntry 
^^ is reftored to thofe equal rights which the God- 
^' of nature hks givfen to all men ; tinril an order 
'' of thinfs fhall tte eftkbliftied in which no fupe-' 
*^ riority fhall be acknowledged among the citi- 
" zens of Erin but tliat of virtue and talent. J^s 
*^ for thofe degenerate wretches who turn their 
** fwords agaiirift their native country, the national 
" vengeance awaits them: Let them find no: 
" xjuarter, unlefsthey ftrall prove their repentance 
" by fpeedity exchanging the ftandard of flavery 
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^* for that of freedom, under which their former 
** errors may be buried, and they may fhare the 
^* glory and advantages that'are due to the patriot 
'* band^ of Ireland. Many of the military feel 
*^ the love of liberty glow within their breads, and 
'^ have joined the national ftandard. Receive 
^^ with open arms fuch as fhall follow fo glorious 
** an example — they can render lignal fervige to 
^^ the caufe of freedom, and Ihall be rewarded ac- 
^' fording to their deferts. But for the wretch 
^^ who turns his fword againft his native country, 
^^ let the national vecigeance be vifited on him ; 
^* let him find no quarter. Two other crimes die* 
^^ njand **************. Roufe all the energies 
^^ of your fouls : call forth all the merit and abi* 
^^ lities which a vicious government ^onSgned to 
** obfpurity j and under the conduft of your cha- 
^* fen leaders march with a fteady ftep to viftory. 
^* Heed no^ the g^are of hired foldiery or ariftocra«p 
*.^ tic yeomanry : they cannot ftand the vigorous 
*>^ fhock. of freedom. Thefr trappings and their 
^* ^rms will foon be yours ; and the detcfted go^ 
^.^ verament of England, to which we yoav eternal 
** hatred^ {hall learUj that the treafures it exhauft^ 
^^ on its accoutered Haves, for the purpofe of but- 
^* cheripg Irilhnien, fhall but further enable ustp 
^^ turn their fwords on its devoted head. Attack 
f ^ them in every direftipji by day aad by night : 
r^ avuil yourfelyes, of the natural adyp^ntages of 
^^ youj country, which are innumerable, and with 
f^* which you are better acquainted than they, 
f.* Where you cannot oppofe them in full force, 

*^conftantly 
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*^ coaftantly harrafs their rcre and their flanks : 
" cut off their provifions and magazines, and pre- 
'^ vent them as much as pofEblefrom uniting their 
" forcesi let whatever moments you cannot de-^ 
*^ vote to fighting for your country, be pafled in 
'^learning how to fight for it, or preparing the 
" means of war — fbr war, war afone muft occupy. 
** every mind and every hatid in Ireland, until ijs 
*^ long opprefl'ed foil be purged of aH its enemies- 
** Vengeance, Irifhmen, vengeance on your dp- 
^^ preffors. Remember what thoufands of you^ 
^* deareft fricQds have periflied by their merwilefs 
" orders-^Rcmember their burnings, their rack- 
.^* ings^, their torturings, their military maffacres^ 
*' and their legal murders — Remember Grr !'' f 
' By fuch arrcfts, and other precautions, the plaa 
of infarredion was fruftrated, which was to com- 
iBcnce on the night of the 23d of May, by an at- 
tack on the army encamped at Lehaunftown, or 
Laughlinftown, fevei\ miles fouth of Dublin — an^ 
attack on the artillery ftationed at Chapelizod^, 
two miles weft of the femer— an attack on the caf- 
tle, and other parts of the metropolis, as foon as, 
the news of the two former affaults fhould reach the 
city, in all which the counties of DubHn, Wicklow^ 
and Kildare were to co-operate— a Qd the deftruc- 
tion or detention of the mail-coaches on the north 
and fouth roads, which was to ferve as a fignal of 
infurreftion to the reft of the kingdom. The plot 

hade 

+ Appendix to the report, &c- No. 20. William Qrrt a 
n^n of good family and coonexions, had been hanged at Carrick- 
fergus for high treafon. 
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had been annoujaced late in the eyenmg of the 
2 1 ft, by a lettex from the fecretary of the lord 
liputenant to Thomas Fleming, the lord mayor of 
Dublin, and oh the zzd by a meffage from the 
lord lieuieuant to both houfes of parliament ; and 
to prevent its e3;:ecution, th^ troops of the line, 
inilitia.;r 4nd yeoijianry, were difpofed under arms' 
in what were fuppofed to be the moft advantageous 
jpofitions. By a variety pf precautions the capital 
was reftrained in tr^inquillity ; but in the neigh- 
bouring counties, nojtwithftanding the difprganif- 
^tion of the confederacy by th^ various operations 
pf government, the appointment wsi? obfervedby 
ponfiderable numbers; the m^il-coaches on the 
northern and weftern roads wei:e djpftroyed-— the 
former: at Saiy:ry, thre^ miles from Dublin, the 
latter between l^ucan and Leixlip, eight miles from 
the fame ;, infurgents affembled in many places ; 
and in t»hat night ^d tie following day feveral 
ikirmilhes were fought, and th? towns of Naas, 
Claine, Profperou?, Ballymore-Euftace, and Ki]- 
cullen were attacked ; as were alfp,, in t;he next 
^cceeding night and^day, thpfe of Carlow, Hack- 
. etftown, and, Monaftercvan- ' 

Among the (kirmifties of the recent infurreftion 
werethofe which took place, near Rathfarnham, 
Tallagh, Lucan, Lufk, Dupbpyije, Barretftown, 
Cpllon, and Baltinglafs. In ^llthefe petty ai^lions, 
except, thofe near Dunbpyne and Barretftown, and 
.in all the attacks of towiis, e^ccept that of Prqfpeiv 
<)us, the infurgents were defeated, though Kilcul- 
If n was abandoned. to them after their defeat. In 

thefe 
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thefe an^ other couflidls in the courfe of tli€ rebel- 
lion, the number of the killed and wo.undfed of the 
xebels is extremely uncertain, and almoft alwaya 

. vaftly exaggerated in the public prints. The ac-. 
tion near Dunboyne, eight miles from Dublin, io* 
the county of Meath, was the furprizc of a fmall 
party of the regiment of Reay fencibles by a body 
of rebels, who feized the baggage of two qompaniest 
of the king's troops efcorted by the above party ;;, 
and that near Barretftown was alfo a furprife of a 
fmall body of the Suffolk fencibles * who loft all 
their baggage in their march to Kildare. The en- 
gagement in the neighbourhood of Bakinglafsu, 
twenty-nine miles from Dublin, fouthward, waa 
one of the moft confiderable " of the Ikirmilhes: 
which happened at this time, A body of at leaft 
four or five hundred infnrgents were on the 24th, 
at one o'clock, attacked in the town of Stratford- 
npon-Slaney, near Baltinglafs, on one fide by a 
fmall body of troops compofed of thirty of the 
'Antrim mifitia, under lieutenant Macauley, and; 

. twenty of the ninth dragoons, under cornet Love \^ 
and on the other by a party of yeomen, command- 
ed by qaj3tain Stratford. By this double attact 
they were totally routed, with the flaughter per- 
haps of near a hundred; while of th^ loyalifts. 
:3Qone were killed, but feveral wounded. 

The attack of Pyofperous, a fmall town in the- 
county of Kildare, intended for a feat of cottoOi 
manufadtures, feventeen miles diftant from Dub- 
lin, was made an hour aft^r midnight, oq the night 
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of the ^3d, or morniDg of the 24tb, by: a larg^ 
"body ot men, fuppofed to be condufted by John 
Efmoiid, k RomiQi gentleman, firft lieutenant of a 
troop of yeoman cavalry. The imall garrilon was 
affailed by furprife. The barrack was fired, and 
twenty-eight of the city of Cork militia, with their 
commander, captaii;! Swayne, perifh^d in the 
flames, arid by the pikes of the enemy, Ninemea 
alfo of a Welch regiment of cavalry, ftilcd an- 
i:ient Britons; were flaughtered in the houfes wlicrij 
they had been billetted, and five were made pri- 
foners. Many of the perpetrators of this atrocioua 
butchery were^ by the tre^nbling loyalift inhabit- 
ants, recognifed tQ be the fame whg on the preced-^ 
ing day had furrendered to captain Swayne, and,, 
in the prefenqe of a Romiftx prieft, hacj expr^fleii 
the deepeft contrition for having engaged in the 
confpiracy of United Irilh, and mad^ moft folemn 
promifes of future loyahy-^a melancholy ii\ftance 
of diffimulation, praftifed elfewhere in |imilarcir- 
^umftances ! Here, as in all other places where 
%hc infurgents had fuccefs, in the early part of the 
i;-ebellian, while their hopes were high^ a tumultu- 
ous and frantic exultation took plaqe, with con- 
gratulations of Naas arid Dublii^ being in the pof- 
feflion of their aflbciates ; the conveyance of fucH 
falfe intelligence, to infpirit their followers, being 
a part of the policy almoft conflantly praftifed by 
the leaders of the revolt. Loud {houts were heard, 
cfpecially from a multitude of women, who always 
followed the men on fuch occafions, of down tviik 
. i/:e Orangemen! and, which marked the objed of 

infurredion, 
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infurrei^ioi^ at its very commencement in thcr 
minds of the common people, down with the here^ 
tics! They accordingly mt^rdered with deliberate 
ceremony, and mangled their bodicJs in a horri4 
manner, two gentlemen of the names of Stamei; 
and Brewer, and an old man who h^d been fer- 
jeant in the king*s army. That a flaughterof thq 
remaining proteftant inhabitants woyld h^ve been, 
perpetrated;, is highly probable, if it had not been 
prevented by the approach of a body of troops^ 
through fear of whon^ the rebels, fled, Riphardt 
GrifRth, ffq, with part of bis troop of yeoiuai^ 
cavalryi and forty of the Armagh nxilitia^ who hacj 
repulfed the affailants at Claine, purfued them al- 
inoft to Profperous, three miles diftant, which caufr 
ed much terror to the rebels. in poffeffion of tha^. 
t^wn. 

The attack of Naas, the moft copfiderable of 
the military ftations afikiled by the infurgents, a| 
the very commencement of the rebellion, was,ai^ 
liour and a half later than that of Profperous. Ii| 
this town, fourteen miles fouth-weft ward of Dub- 
lin, were ported a part of the Armagh militia, de- 
tachments of the fouirth regiment of dragoon 
guards and of the ancient Britons, under tTie com- 
mand of lord vifconnt Gosford, colonel of the 
Armagh regiment. The furprife of this poft was 
prevented by the vigilance of the garrifon. The 
approach of near a thoufand infnrgents, under the 
condud of a chief named Michael Reynolds, be- 
ing announced by a dragoon, the troops had time 
to form according to a preconcerted plan. Re- 
pulfed 
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pulfed in their firft onfct at the county^gaol, which 
fkai;idsin this town, the rebeU poffeffed therafelves 
bf all the avenues, and n:iadc a general affault iu 
;^lnioft every dire£lion, XJnabJe to make ap im- 
preffion oi) the troops, they fled on all fides after 
?[bont fbrry minutes of irregular firii;ig,^^and were 
purlued with ilaughter by the cavalry. Of the 
king's forces, two officers aud fame priv^t^ were 
flain ; of the rebels Jibout thirty were foucd cjea4 
iu the ftreets, and a greater number, perhaps near 
?i hundred, may have beea flaugh^ered in the 
roads and fields in the purfuit. In the courfe of 
the day, the inhabitants of Naas beheld fuch 
fcenes, as were afterwards exhibited elfewhere on 
a larger fcale and with much higher colouring, the 
terrified Ipyalifts of the neighbouring towns and 
-country, men, womeri, a^id children, who had 
abandoned their poffeffions to the rapacity of the 
foe, flocking into this place of arms with the troops 
who retreated from the inferior pofts. The little 
garrifon of Claine arrived here in tKe morning, 
where lieutenant Efmond, Uking his place in 
<:aptain Griffith's troop, apparently inconfcious of 
the affair of Profperous,was arrefied. The troops 
who had fought at KilcuUen arrived not before 
nine in the evening; the fugitive loyalifts who ac- 
companied them were obliged to remain in the 
ftreet all night, yet they fared much l>etter than 
many people afterwards in fimilar fituations, as 
they were fupplied with provifions from the mili- 
tary (lores while they continued in this tovm^ 

which 
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wbiqk was during fometime after ip a ftate of 
alarm. 

In the a£lion at Klilcullen, which had taken 
pUce at feven in the morning, the inefficacy of 
cavalry ^gainft embattled pikemen was too clearly 
ihewa. A body of about thre^ hundred rebels 
having taken poit at the church of O^d ]Kilcullen, 
general Dundas, without waiting for his infantry, 
ordered his cavalry, qonfiftitig of forty men of the 
light dragoons and Romneys, to charge j and in 
this fervice, three times repeated, they were re- 
pulfed with the lofs of captains Erfkipe arid Cooks, 
and twenty privates, befide tea wounded^ moft of 
them mortally. Retiring to KilcuUei^ bridge, he 
attacked the enemy, who had followed him thi- 
ther, with twenty-fevcn Suffolk infantry in front^^ 
who, ia three dieftruftive difcharges of mufketry, 
difcotnfited and difperfed the rebels. 

War being now openly commenced by the con- 
fpirators, government neceffarily proceeded to the. 
ftrongeft mcafure of coercion. The Iprd lieute-^^ 
nant iffued a proclamation on the 24th, giving no- 
tice, that orders were conveyed to al^ his majefty's 
general officers in Ireland to punifh a^f cording ta, 
martial law, by death or otherwife, as their judg- 
ment fhould approve, all perfojia afting, o\ in any 
inanner affifting, in the rebellion^ This, procla- 
mation was notified the fame day ta both houfes. 
of parliament, by a meffage from his excellency, 
who received in confequence addreffes of thanks 
and approbation from both. The effeflsof this 
procedure, the neceffity of which marked the ca- 
lamitous^ 
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lamitous condition of the country, were quickly 
felt by great numbers of the lower, and fome of 
the higher claffes 6f the people. An inftance of 
its fatality to the latter imniediately occui'red on 
the fanguinary repulfe of the rebels at Carlow. 

Of the intended furprife of this town, forty 
miles fouth- weft ward from Dublin, the garrifon 
Was apprifed, both by an intercepted letter, and 
"by the intelligence of lieutenant' Roe, of the 
Ndrth-Cork militia, who had obferved the peafants 
aflembling in the vicinity late in the evening of 
the 24th of MajT-. The garrifon, confifting of a 
body of the ninth dragoons, the light company of 
the North-Cork militia under captain Heard, 
fome of the Louth militia under lieutenant Ogle, 
the yeomati infentry of Carlow under captains 
Burton and Euftace, Sii' Charles Burton's yeoman 
cavalry, and about forty volunteers — the whole 
about four hundred and fifty in number, under the 
command of colonel Mahon, of the ninth dra- 
goons, was judicioufly diftributed at various pofts 
for the reception of the affaiiants- The plan of 
aflault was ill contrived, or ill executed* Differ- 
ent parties were appointed to enter the town at 
different avenues ; but only one, that which ar- 
rived fooneft, attempted an entrance,, the reft be- 
ing^deterred by the inceffant firing of the troops. 
This body, perhaps amounting to a thoufand or 
fifteen hundred, aflembling at the houfe of fir 
Edward Croft)ie, a mile and a half diftant from 
Carlow, marched into the town at two o'clock m 
the morning of the 25tb of May, with fo little 

precautioa 
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precaution as to alarm the garrifon at a quarter of 
a mile's diftance, by the difcharge of a gun, \n the 
execution of a man who fcrupled to accompany 
them in their cnterprife* Shouting as they rufhed 
into TuUow-ftreet, with that vain confidencev, 
which is commonly followed by difappointment, 
f/iat the town was their own, they received fo de- 
ftrudive a firefrom the garrifon, thatthey recoiled 
and endeavoured to retreat; but finding theii^ 
flight intercepted, numbers took refuge in the 
koufcs, where they found a miferable exit^ thefe 
being immediately fired by the foldiery. About 
eighty houfes were confumed in this conflagration, 
and for fome days, the roafted remains of uur 
happy men were falling down the chimneys in 
which they had periflied- As about half this co- 
lumn of affailantshad arrived within the town^and 
few efcapcd from that fituation, their lofs can 
hardly be eftimated at lefs than four hundre^d; 
while not a man was even wounded on the fide of 
the loyalifls. , 

After the defeat, executions coramenced, as elfc^ 
where lit this calamitous period, a^nd about' two 
hundred in a fhort time were hanged or (hot, ac- 
cording to martial law. Among the earlieft vh>- 
tims were fir Edward Crolbie, and one Heydon, a 
yeoman pf fir Charles Burton's troop. The latter 
is believed to have been the leader of the rebel 
column, to have cbndufted the affailants into tlie 
town, and on their ill luccefs, to have abandoned 
them. He had certainly in that criiis taken^his 
place as a yeoman, and joined in d:e flaughtor of 
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the affailants. Sti* Edward, at whofe houfe the 
rebel column had affembled, but who certainly 
had not accompanied them in their march, was 
condemned and (hot as a United Irifhman. I can 
fay nothing from my own knowledge of this 
unfortunate baronet, with whom I had never any 
acquaintance ; but his friends affirm, I fincerely 
believe with truth, that he fell a facrifice to the 
confufion which neceflarily attends a trial by mi- 
litary law, in the rage of a rebellion ; and that his 
innocence would be manifeft if certain circum- 
ftances were made public, which they choofe to 
withhold for a time through refpeft to adminiftra- 
tion, then dangeroiafly fituated. Very probably 
the whole of his guilt confifted in his having 
given way to a tide of theoretic politics, which 
many fpeculative men had not fufficient clearnefs 
of judgment to corred, or duplicity to conceal, 
though they might utterly abhor the confequenccs 
of an attempt to reduce tbefe theories to praflice 
by force of arms. 

' Sometimes one of thofe numerous little inci- 
dents which occur in times of civil diftradlion, 
though of no importance in themfelves, may aflift 
to give the reader fome idea of the ftate of the 
country on fuch occafions. A gentleman named 
Thomas Elliot, going from Carlow, after the rc- 
pulfe of the rebels, to vifit his houfe, three miles 
from the town, faw thirty or forty of the peafants, 
his neighbours, affembled in the road at the end 
of hi^ avenue, whom he fuppofed to have met for 
mutual inquiries about news. He was advancing 

without 
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without apprchenfion of danger, when olDfervhij^ 
two guns levelled at him, he wheeled, galloped 
away, and fortunately efcaped both fhots. Hear- 
ing, a fhout from them, with a declaration that he 
might come to them \Hth confideilcp of fafety, he 
returned, and called to them to meet him without 
arms. Finding that they declined this proof of 
|)acific intention, he agaiii galloped away, and 
efcaped fome fhots. Wheti he returned fbon aftet 
with a body of yeomen, the peafants, expefting no 
mercy, fled to places of concealment; but per^ 
ceiving that, quite contrary to their eipeflation, 
their cabins were not burned, [nor any fevere pu- 
niftirtient intended, they returned to their occupa- 
tions, and remained perfeftly quiet. A contrary 
conduft in this gentleman would have fent thcfe 
and others to augment the rebel forces. 

The defeats of the rebels at Monaftercvan and 
Hacketftown, in the fame morning with that at 
Carlow, were nearly as bloodlefs on the fide of the 
loyalifts. The garrifon of the former, confifting 
of-eii^hty-five yeomen, not three weeks embodied j 
of whom forty-three Were cavalry, was alfailcd by 
a body of men, perhaps a thoufaud in number, a 
little after four o'clock ; but fuch was the fpirit 
and fteadifiefs of this little army, affiled by fome 
volunteers, that the ailailants were on every fide 
completely repulfed^ though they cotild not be 
prevented from fetting fire to part ofthe-town. 
The infantry, under lieutenant George Bagot, had 
advanced againft the main body of the enemy on 
the bank of the grand canal, where -the town is 

fituate j 
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Ifituate; while the cavalry, under Captain ttay- 
ftead, {kirmiflbed with another party in the ftrcet. 
On the return of pia^rt of the infantry from the pur- 
foit, a fiirious^ attack was^ made in coiyun^ioa 
with the cavalry, and the rebels were driven from 
the town with llaughter. Sixty-eight of their 
dead were faid to be coUe&ed and buried by the 
vidors: fome are fuppofed to have been carried 
away by the vanquifhed, many of whom were 
doubtlefs wounded. Of the loyalifts, nine were 
flain^ of \vhom two were of the volunteer dafsL 
. The ineaution and vain confidence of the infur- 
gents was no where more ftrongly e^templified than 
in their attack of Hacketftown, in the county of 
Carlow, forty-font miles from Dublin. The gar- 
rifon, which was compofed of a detachment of the 
Antrim militia under lieutenant Gardiner, and a 
body of yeomen under captain Hardy, being ap* 
prized of the approach of the infurgents, marched 
out to itieet them ^ but on fight of the enemy, 
whofe number appeared to be above three tfeoil^. 
Tand, die troops retreated^ left they fhould be fur- 
ifounded, and took refuge in the barrack. This, 
as the event foon proved, anfwered the purpofe of 
a feint. The rebels, from joy of their imagined 
vidtory, raifed a vehement Ihout, and ruftiing for- 
ward in the utmoft ^onfuiion, were, an the fuddea 
arrival of captain Hume, with thirty of his yeomen, 
charged with fuch addrefs and fpirit' as to be com* 
pletely routed, with the lofs of perhaps two hu^ 
dred of their men ; while not one of th^ loyalifte . 
was hurt, except a foldier who received a contti- 

G fion 
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fiononthe arm; and Heutcnaut Girdiner, whd 
was vit)Icntly bruifcd by the flroke of a ftone on 
the breaft, from a rebel whofe life he had that 
moment faved, and who, in confequence of this 
unmerited aggreffion, was inftantly fhot. 

White the rebellion was thus checked in its ex- 
tenfion fouth-weflward of the capital, exertions 
were made, and ar;-angcments to fupprefe it, 
e» the northern and weftern fides. In confe- 
quence of thefe arrangements,- on the evening of 
the i56tb, a large body of rebels affembled on the 
hill of Tarah, in the county of Meath, fituate 
eighteen miles northward of Dublin, was com-» 
pletely routed, with the flaughter, we are told, of 
three hundred and fifty of their men, found dead 
on the field of battle, together with thuir leader, 
m his uniform *y with the lofs of nine killed and 
fixteen wounded of the viftorious party, which 
was corapofed.of three companies of the regiment 
of Reay fencibl^s, with a field-piece of ai:rtillery^ 
under the command of captain M'Lean ; lord 
Fingat's troop of yeoman cavalry; thof« of captain 
Prefton and Lower-Kells; and captain MoUoy's 
conipany of yeoman infantry — in all about four 
hundred. The po.fition of this hill, infiilated in a 
widely furrounding plain, is well adapted for de- 
iSjnce againft an attacking foe, but ill for efcapc 
from viftorious cavalry, from whofe jDurfuit they 
could be prote^led only by the inclofures of the 
£,elds, fo that many doubtlcfs were kilkd or 
WQuawkd. 



As 



Digitized by LjOOQ 1^ 



IRlSH REBELLION. 8$ 

A^ this vi£lory laid open the commuiiication of 
the metropolis with the northern parts of the king- 
dom, fo other fuccefsful movements produced the 
fame eiFeft on the weftera fide. On the 29th, a 
little after eleven o*clock jn the morning, a body 
oir rebels, who had polled themfelves in the village 
ofRathangan, on the grand canal, in the county - 
of Kildare, fituate twenty-nine miles weftward of 
Dublin, had committed murders, and had fortified 
their poll with barricadocs and chains acrofs the 
flteets, was diflodged, and about fixty of them 
flaughtered, by a party under the command of 
lieutenant-colonel Longfield, of the royal Cork- 
militia, who advanced againft the town^ with his - 
artillery in the front, his infantry fupporting it 
behind, and his cavalry fo placed as to fuppprt 
both. No lofs was fuflained by the king's troops,- 
as the rebels gave way on the fecond difcharge of. 
the cannon. 

Difcouraged by defeats, many of the rebels be- . 
gan to wifh for leave to retire in fafety to their 
homes, and refume their peaceful occupations. Of 
this a remarkable inftance occurred on the 28th 
and another on the 31ft of May. Lictitenant-ge- 
neral Dundas, who had, in the afternoon of the 
24th, defeated a rebel force near KilcuUen, and 
relieved that little tow^, received on the 28th, at 
his quarters at Naas, by Thomas Kelly, Efq. a 
magiftrate, a meffage from a rebel chief named 
Perkins, who was then at the head of about two 
thoiifand men, pofted on an eminence called 

c 2 Kuockawlin* 
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Knockawlin-hill, oA the border of the Curragh of 
Kildare, a beautiful plain, ufed as a race-courfe, 
twenty-two miles fouth-weftward of the mctropo-. 
lis. The purport of this meflage was, that Per-^ 
kins' men lliould furrender their arms, on condi- 
tion of their being permitted to retire tinmolefted 
to their habitations, and of the liberation dffPer- 
kins* brother from the jail of Naas. The general^ 
having fent a meflenger for afdvice to Dublin cat 
tie, and received permiflion, affented td the terms^ . 
a^nd, approaching the poft of KnockawHn on the. 
31ft, received the perfonal furrendry of Perkins 
and a few of his aflbciates ; . the reft difperfing 
homeward in all direftions with fhouts of joy, and 
leaving thirteen cartloads of pikes behind. 

This difpofition to furrender, which good pc^ic^ 
would have encouraged among the infurgents, was^ 
blaftcd three days after by military ardour, which^ 
tvhenit eludes the falutary reftraints of difcipline, , 
and i^ eierted againft an unrefifting objedt, ceafes 
to be laudable. Major-general Sir James Duffi 
who had made a rapid march from Limerick with 
fix htindrcd men, to open the communicatibn of 
the metropolis with that quarter, received intelli* 
gence of a large body of men aflembled at a place 
called Gibbit-rath, on the Curragh, for the pur* 
pbfe of furrendry, to which they had been admit- 
ted by general Dundas. Unfortunately, as the 
troops advanced near the infurgents to receive 
their furrendered weapons, one of the latter, fool- 
ifhly f\<^earing that he would not deliver his gun 
otherwife than empty, difcharged it with the muz- 
zle 
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zle upwards. The foldiers inftantly, pretending 
to cdnfiider this as an a^ of hoftility, fired on the 
unrefifting ipultitude, who fled with the utmoft 
precipitation, and were purfued with flaughter by 
a company of fencible cavalry denoipiiiated lord 
J Jocelyn's fox^hiinters. Above two hundred o£ 
the iofurgents fell upon this occafion, ^nd. a far 
greater number would have fhared their fate, if a 
retreat hid not been founded with all poflible dif- 
patch, agreeably to t^e inftru£lions of general 
Dundas, who had fent an exprefs from his quar- 
ters at KilcuUep to prevent fuch an accident. In 
the public prints this body of infurgents is'afferted 
to have affeit^bled for the purpofe of battle, and to 
have aftually fired on the troops; but the truth 
ought to be related without refpe<£l of perfons or 
party. The affair is well known to have been 
otherwife ; and the rebels were crowded in a place 
peither fit for defence nor efcape — a wide plain 
without hedge, ditch, or bog, quite contray to their 
conftaptly pra£lifed modes of warfare. , 

This eagemefs of the foldiery for the flaughter 
of unrefifting rebels, was often fatal to loyalifts ; 
for frequently fome of the latter were prifoners 
with the former, and being found among them by 
the troops, were not always )diftinguiflied from 
them. A remarkable infl:ance, in the march of 
this arfny, was on the point of having place in 
the melancholy catalogue which might be authen- 
tically formed. A proteftant clergyman of an 
amiable charafter, Mr. Williamfon of Kildare, 
who had fallen into the hands of the infurgents, 
r and 
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and been faved fropi flaught^r by tHe humanity of 
a Roman catholic prieft, was, as havings beeti 
fpar^d by the rebels, deemed a rebel by the feU 
diery, who were proceeding inftantly to hang him, 
when they were in ^ critical moment prevented 
l>y the interference of his brother-in-law, colonel 
Sankey. 

While, by the above-mentioned operations, the 
communication was in great meafure laid opm 
between the leveral parts of the kingdom and the 
capital, which had forfome days aftually fuftaincd 
a fpccies of blockade, an infurreftion had burft 
out in a part where it was leaft expeAed, and was; 
growing into fo formidable a force, as to occafioa 
the' moft feripus alarms for the fafety of govern- 
ment. The county of Wexford had been but 
very recently and but partially organifed, an4 
iiiany of its Romanift inhabitants had addreffed^ 
the lord lieutenant through the medium of the 
Earl of Mountnoiris, proteftiug their loyalty, and 
pledging themfelves to arm, if permitted, in de- 
fence of government, whenever there ftiould be 
occafion. "Not above fix hundred men, at moftj, 
of the regular army or militia were ftationed in 
the county, the defence of which was almofl; 
5ibandpnedto the troops of yeomen and their fup- 
plementaries^ while the magift rates in the feveral, 
diftridls were employed in ordering the feizure, 
imprifonment, and whipping of numbeis of fuf-^ 
pe6led perfons. Thefe yeomen, being proteftants, 
prejudiced againft the Romanifts by traditionary 
and other accounts of the former cruelties of thaj 
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kSt m Ireland, fearing fuch cruelties in cafe of 
infurre6tion, and confirmed in this fear by papers 
found in the pockets of fome prifoners, contain- 
ing fome of the old fanguinary doArines of the 
Romifti church, which authorifed the extermi- 
nation of heretics, zStcd with a fpirit iU fitted to 
alUy religious hatred, or to prevent a pronenefs 
to rebel. 

How &r the affurances, conveyed through Earl 
Mountnorris, of the loyalty, or peaceable inten- 
tioas, of the Romanifts inhabiting the county of 
Weascford, was the caufe of that fatal fecurity in 
government, fatal to the lives and properties of 
thoufands, on account of which this county was 
left in fo defenfelefs a condition, I am not autho- 
rifed to pronoun<:e. Doubtlels to excite fo violent 
aiJ irritation by floggings, Imprifonments, and a 
variety of infults, without iumcicnc means to 
enforce obedience, appears to have been an un- 
fortunate miftake, as was that of the inftrtution of 
yeoman cavalry inftead of infantry. I have not 
the leaft doubt that of the latter a force might 
have been raifed within the county of Wexford 
fufficient to crufli the rebellion in its commence- 
ment in this part of Ireland. 

Whether an infurreftion would in the then cx- 
ifting ftate of the kingdom have taken place in 
the county of Wexford, or, in cafe of its eruption, 
how much lefs formidable and fanguinary it would 
have been, if no ads of feverlty had been com- 
mitted by the foldiery, the yeomen, or their fup- 
plenaentary affociates, without the dircft autho- 
rity 
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rity "of their fuperiors,- pr conin?and' of the tnar 
giftrates, is a queftion which I am BOt able pofi- 
tiv^ly to anfwer. In the neighbourhood of 
Gqrey, if I ao^ not miftaken, the terror of the 
ivhippings was ia particular fo great, tha| the 
people would have been extremely glad to. re- 
nounce for eycy all notions of oppofition to go- 
vernment, if they could have been affur^d of 
pejrmiilioa to remain in a ftate of qiiietnefs. As 
^n inftance of this terror I (hall relate the follow- 
ing fa<a. On the morning of the 23d of May, ^ 
labouring mjin, named Dennis M'DanieU came tq 
my houfe, with looks pf the utmoft couftemation 
jand difmay, and confefled to m^ that he had 
taken the United Iriftiman's oath, and had paid 
for a pike with which he had not yet been fur- 
niihed, nineteen pence halfpenny, to one Kilty ^ 
fmith, who had adminiliered the oath to him and| 
many others. While I fent my cldeft fon, who 
was a lieutenant of yeomanry, to arr^ft Kilty * I 
exhorted M'Daniel to lurrender himfelf to a ma- 
giftrate and make his copfeflion ; but this he po- 
fitivcly refufed, faying that he fliould in that cafe 
btflafhed to raiake him produce a pike which he. 
had not, and to confefs what he knew hot. I then 
advifed him, as the only alternative, to remain 
quietly at home, promiiing, that, if be ftiould be 
arrefted o^ the information of others, I would 
reprefent his cafe to the magiftrates. He took my 
advice, but the fear of arreft and lafhing had 
fo taken poffeffion of his thoughts, thfit he could 
Neither ^at nor flcep, and on the mornijpg of the 

2;5th 
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'^5th, he fell on his face and expired in a littk grove 
near my honfe. 

Whatever might have been the ftate of affairs 
•with different management, the ftandard of rebel- 
lion, after an apparently paffive fubmiffion, was 
^t laft hoifted between Gorey and Wexford, on 
the night of the 26th of May, by John Mnrpby, 
Rom^ prieft of Boulavogue, commonly known 
by the denomination of Father John, as in the 
fouth of Ireland the title oi father is commonly 
prefixed to the name of each prieft. This man, 
who wa9 coadjutor, or affiftant curate, of the 
pariftv prieft, was a man of ftiallow intellcft, a 
fanatic in religion, and, from the latter circura- 
ftance, too'well qualified to inflame the fuperftiti- 
ous minds of the ignorant multitude. In a|i attempt 
to difperfe a body of the infurgents, at the head 
of a part of his troop, Thomas Bpokey, a brave 
young man, firft lieutenant of the Camolin cavalry, 
was killed, as he incautioufly advanced before 
bis men to harangue the rebels ; and hi^ houfe, 
^bout feven miles from Gorejs was burned. 
From this commencement of hoftility the com- 
motion fpread rapidly on all fides ; and the col- 
leflion of rebel parties was greatly promoted by 
the reports diffeminatcd of numbers of people ftiot 
in the roads, at work in the fields, and even in their 
houics, unarmed and unoffending, by ftraggling 
J)arties of yeomen. Influenced by thefe reports, 
which were not without fom^ foundation, great 
laumbcrs took refuge with their friends in arnir, 
infomuch that, on the following morning of Whit- 
Sunday, 
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Sunday, the 27tli of May, two lai^e bodies were 
coUeded, one on the hill of Oulart, nearly mid- 
way between Gorey and Wexford, about eleven 
?niles to the fouth of the former ; the other on 
IKilthomas hill, ^n inferior ridge of Slye^jve-Bwee 
n^ountain, about nine miles weft ward of Gorey.. 
Each, efpecially th^t of Oulart, where the num- 
ber of combatants was lefs than at I^ilthpm^, wa^ 
a confufed multitude of both fexes and all ages. ^ 

Againft the latter body pfinfurgents, confifting - 
f>f two or three thoufand n^en ip arms, marched - 
a body of yeonien on the fan^e morning between 
two and three h^dped ii\ number, infantry and 
cavalry, from the i^eighboui'ing town of Camew, 
^n the county p{ Wip^low. The infantry of this 
little army, or coips of Shillela yeomen, flanked 
^t a confiderable dif^ance on the l?ft by the ca- 
valry, advanced intrepidly up the hil^ againft thp 
rebels, who were pofted on the fummit, Xhe latter, 
if they had been fenfible of their ^^dvantage, and 
known ho>y to improve \ty Jnight, as h^s apfpeared 
by fubfeguent events, h^V^ furrounded and def- 
troyed this little body of braVe men ; but they 
were ftrucl;^ with a panip, and fled, after -a fe^'' 
difcharges of mufketry from the yeomen, at too 
great a diftance to'make any confiderable execu. 
tion. About a hundred and fifty of the rebels 
were killed in the purfuii;, and the yepmen, exaf- 
perated by the death of lieutenant Bookey, and 
other violent ads, burned twp Jlpmifh chapels, 
and about a hundred 'cabins an4 farm-houfes pf 
Romanifts, in the courfe of feVei^ milc§ march. 

Thq • 
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The event of batrie was very different, on the 
fame day, on the hill of Oulart, where Fathet 
John commanded. A detachment of a hundred 
and ten chofen men of the North-Gork militia, 
under the command of lieutenant colonel Foote, 
marched from Wexford, and attacked the rebels 
on the fouthem fide of the hill. Such contempt 
^f an enemy, as creates incaution, has often 
proved fatal. The rebels fled at the lirft onfet, 
and were purfued at full fpeed by the militia, who 
were fo little apprehenfive of refiftance, that no 
rank or order was obfervcd. While the rebels 
were making their efcapc with precipitation toward 
the northern $de of the hill, they were admo* 
niftied that a large body of cavalry had been feen 
that morning advancing againft them in the op- 
^oiite direftion, apparently- with defign to intcr- 
icept their flight, or co-operate with the militia 
in a double attack. As the Wexfordiitf^ infur- 
gents as yet were totally unacquainted with* war- 
fare, the onfet of cavalry was in the imaginations 
of many among them more terrible than that of 
infantry. They therefore ignorantly fuppofing 
the ca^ry to be ftill in their neighbourhood, 
white Father John^exclaimed that they muft either 
conquer or perifli, turned againft the militia, who 
•were now arrived near the fummit, almoft breath- 
lefs; and charging them with their pikes, killed 
almoft in an inftant all of the detachment, except 
the. lieutenant colonel, a ferjeant and three pri- 
vates. If we may believe the accounts of fome of 
theinfuxgeuts engaged in this butchery, no more 

than 
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than about thrive hundred of their number ventured 
to make this furious attack, of whpm only fix 
were armed with firelocks, the reft carrying pik^^, 
with which they piade Jfo fudden ai^d clofe an 
affault that ojily three pf them were killed, and 
fix wwwded, hy the difordered foldiery- The 
body of cavalry, who terrified the rebels into this 
feat of dourage againft the militia, confifted of 
^wo troops under captain Hawtrey White. Thefe 
iad marched from Gqrey very early that morning, 
with defign to attack the infuigents ; but after a 
iharch of twelve or thirteen miles, the number 
an,d pofitiQ2^ of the <pnemy were imagined tp be 
fuch as to render a retreat neceffary ; ^nd after 
the killing of fome ff w ftragglers, they returned to 
Gorey quite ignorant of the intended inarch of 
troops from Wp3cford on the oppofite fide, and 
unapprphenfive of the unhappy fate which awaited 
that detachment. 

While the country exhibited a fcei^e of diftrefs 
and confternation, honfes in flames, and fatnilie^ 
flying on all fides for afylum, the loyalifts to the 
towns, others tp the hills, the bqdy of rebels 
^nder Father John marched fi'om Oulart^^ flufhed 
with viftory, and perpetually augmented on its 
way by new acpeflions. They |irft toot poflfeSiOE 
of Camolin, a fmall town fix piiles weft ward of 
Gorey, the loyal inhabitants of which had taken 
refuge in the latter ; and thence ^dvancfed tp 
Ferns two miles further, whence the Joyalifts had 
fled, fix miles fouthward to Ennifcprthy, whithet 
they were followed by the rebejis. The number 

^ ^' of 
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of the latter, oh their arrival at Ennifcorthy, 
which they attacked at ten o'clock in the morning, 
amounted to about feven thoufand, of whom about 
eight hundred were armed with guns.* The town, 
fituite on both fides of the river Skney, was 
garrifoned by about two hundred and ninety men, 
confifting of militia, yeoman infantry and cavalry, 
befide fome volunteers. At the weft em fide of 
the town, called the DufFry-gate, whither the 
yeoman infantry had marched to meet them, the 
rebels, driving before them a number of horfed 
and other cattle to diforder the ranks of their op- 
ponents, a ftratagem which had been praftifed by 
Other bodied of infurgents at Tara-hill and elfe* 
where,t and raifing loud and horrible Ihouts, ac- 
cording to their univerfal cuftomonfuch occafions^ 
made an irregular but furious onfet. As the 
North-Cork militia, whofe commander, with (a 
conduA not eafily comprehenfible by unmilitary 
men, had not without the utmoft difficulty, and 
mpft eameft entreaties, been pcrfuaded to lead his 
men from the bridge, and to form a left wing to 

the 

* A large quantity of fire arms had been fent at fucb a time 
to Camolin, and left in fuch a manner, as to anfwer the (ame 
purpofe to the rebels as if they had been fent defigncdljr for their 
ufe ; the intention doubtlefs was quite otherwlfe. 

f This rude ftratagem, of driving cattle agalnft the ranks 
of an enemy, we find fuccefsfully put in prafticc againft the old 
Irifti inhabitants of the county of Wattrford, by Raymond le 
Grofs, who landed near Waterford in the year 1171, vvith 
eighty men, the advanced guard of Earl Strortgbow's awny, 
Leiand's Hift. of Ireland, B. i. chal». 2. 
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the defending army, retreated to their fpi*mer 
ftation, the brave yeomen^ who compofed the 
right wing, finding themfelves totally unfupportcdy 
and unable to withftand alone the multitude of 
aflailants, retreated after a few difcharges of muf- 
ketrjt to the market-houfe, where they made a 
fiand. A diforderly fight was rnaintained i^ the 
towUj which, to render it untenable, was fired in 
majay parts by the difaffefted part of the inhabi- 
tants, fome of v^hoin alfo aimed fhots from the 
windows at the garrifon. The aflailants in a (hort 
time extending themfelves around, and making 
difpofitions to ford the river in feveral places, werer 
galled from the bridge, which was nt)w become 
the ftation of defence, by the fire of the militia^ 
who doubtlefs, if their force had been properly^ 
dire6led from the beginning of the attack, in con* 
jun&ion with the yeomen, would have either ca^ 
tirely repulfed the rebels, or committed fuch^ 
havoc among them as greatly to check their order 
for the piofecution of their fchemes. Notwith- 
ftanding the little affiftance, except at the bridge, 
received from the militia by the yeomen and vo- 
lunteers, fo fludluating for fome time was the fuc- 
cefs of the day that many perfons, to avoid the 
fury of each prevailing party in turn, alternately 
hoifted the orange and the green ribbon. At length, 
when the rebels, wading acrofs the river, which 
was then low, both above and below the bridge, 
up to the middle in water, fome to the n^ck, had 
entered the eaftern part, called Templelhannon, 
and fet fome houfes on fire, the garrifon, after a 

- gallant 
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gallant defence of above three hours, in which 
the Ennifcorthy infantry, commanded by captain 
Jofhua Pounden, fired above forty rounds each 
man, abandoned the town, and retreated in great 
diforder to Wexford. The lofs of the gaitifon, 
including volunteers, amounted to near eighty^ 
among whom was John Pounden, of Daphne, Efqj 
a geritleilian univerfally beloved ; that of the 
rebels, who certainly foffered a very galling fire, 
was faid to be five hundred ; but I am inclined to 
think that half that number would be nearer the 
truth.* Before the yeomanry quit the town they 
had expended their ammunition, though (hey had 
repeatedly filled their pouches from the militia 
magagintf. 

. Moft of the loyal inhabitants of JEnnifcorthy, 
and a multitude of others, who had: come thi- 
ther for proteftion, fled through the flames toward 
Wexford ; and providentially the diredlion and 
weaknefs of the wind favoured their efcape, for 
they could not have otherwife pafled through the v 
burning ftreets. The terror, conftemation, and 
diftrefs of thefe fugitives is not to be defcribed, 
V flying 

* Edward Roach, one of the chief leaders of the rebels la 
their march to Ennifcorthy, is faid to have declared in the time 
of his imprifonment, that fourteel^ hundred cbofen men, moft 
or. ail fumiflied with fire-arms, compofed the front of the rebel 
column, and that of thefe not lefs than fix hundred were (lain. 
Who will vouch for the exiftence of this declaration, and for ' 
^he accuracy of knowledge, the veracity, and the fanity of 
Roach, who, If 1 am rightly informed, was deranged when a 
prifoner ? 
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flying for their lives in a qonfufed multitude, with-^ 
oilt ditttnftionof rank, fex, tn* age, almoft all on 
foot, and leaving all their efiefts in the hands o£ 
their enemies. The ftate of their minds may be? 
fom-evVhat coneeived from the following circum- 
ftanc^, that women, habituated to all the indul- 
gence which an affluent fortune afibi'ds, not oiily 
fled on foot, but alfo in that fitnation carried thfeit* 
infants on their backs to Wexford,* the diftance 
of which from Ennifcorthy is eleven Irifti, or four- 
teen Euglifii miles. Some ladies, however, werd 
''utterly unable to perform this march, and muft 
^ave been abandoned to their fate if they had not 
found fome means of conveyance. For inftance^ 
Mts. Handcock, wife to a very refpeftable elergy-^^ 
man, fell, in her attempt to efcape throtigh the 
ftreetSy 4>n abbeap of burning matter, from which 
horrible fituation (he was with difficulty raifed by 
her hulband, affifted by a wounded foldier, and 
could proceed no farther tintil fhe was accommo- 
dated with a horfe by the humauity of a yeondan. 
In the deplorable condition of th^fe fugitives two 
circumftances were favourable: th^ weather was 
remarkably fine, and they were not purfued. 
Without the latter circumftance moft of them 
muft have been deftroyed or captured. Some, 
who found not the opportunity of efcape, were 

. butchered 

* Mrs. Pounden, wife of* captain Pounden, waded twice 
through the river Slan^, under the fire of both parties, and 
efcaped, with one child, unhurt. She was obliged to leave fix 
children behind her In the burnioj^ town* 
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butchered )xi the ftreets> or imprifoned and re- 
served for futixre butchery by the rebels. 

The mifcrable fugitives from Enaifcorthy found 
their fituitioa far from fafe in Wexford. This 
town had been in a (late of alarm fince the firft 
news of the infurrcftion, but particularly after the 
flaughter of the Korth-Cork militia at Oulart on. 
the 27th. The* defence of this poft, inftead of a 
field-batile with the rebels, was now the objeS of 
the garrifon. Among the modes of preparation 
For defence adopted onthisocwfion, the fires were 
ordered to be extinguifhed, and the roofs of tht 
thatched houfes to be ftripped, left the difafiefted 
inhabitants ihould fire the town, to favour the dT- 
failants, as thofe of Ennifcorthy had done. 

To difperfe the infurgents, if poflible, without 
battle or conceflion, or perhaps to divert their at- 
tention and retard their progrefs, an expedient was 
affayed by captain Boyde, of the Wexford ca- 
valry. This brave and adlive officer had, in con- 
lequence of a rcfolution to that plirpofe of the 
IhcrifF and other gentlemen, on the 27th, firoitt 
information or fufpicion of treafonable defign^» 
arrcfled Beau champ 4|agenal Harvey, x>f Bargy- 
caftle ) John Henry Colclough, of Ballyteig ; and 
Edward Fitzgerald, of Newpark— all three gentle- 
• tnen of the county of WeadFord. Vifiting them in 
prifon on the 29th, captain Boyd agreed withthefc 
gentlemen that one of th^cm ftiouldgo to the rebels 
at Ennifcorthy, and endeavour to perfuade them 
to difperfe and return to their homes \ but would 

K not 
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PAt give authority to promifc any terms to the in-^ * 
furgents in cafe of fubmiffion. Colclough, at the 
requcft of Harvey, ftipulated to go on condition 
t^f being permitted to bring Fitzgerald with him# 
On the arrival of thefe two gentlemen at Ennifcor- 
iby^^ atout four in the afternoon of the fame day, 
they found the rebels in a ftatc of cenfufion, dif- 
traded in their councils, and undetermined in any 
plan of operations — fome propofing to attack 
Newtownbarry, others Rofs, others Weiford, 
others to remain in^their prefent poft, the greateft 
jinmber to march home lor the defence of their 
houfes againft Orangemen. But when (hputs, re- 
peated from group to group, announced the arrival 
of the gentlemen prifoneis, as they were called, 
from Wexford, the draggling multitude foon col- 
kiSled into one . body. The rebel gentlemen'* 
, ^effage being delivered without effeft, Colclough, 
a man of hpnour, retired with intention of re-en- 
Jtering his prifon, according to his promife ; but 
.Fitzgerald remained with the rebels, and marched 
^^ith them that evening to a poft called the Three- 
rocks, two miles and a half from Wexford, which 
.town \:\i^j had, immediately after the arrival of 
1:he meuengers, determined to^ attack. Threj^^ 
jcocks, which the rebels now chofe for their mili- 
tary ftation, and where they remained until the 
^following day, is the termination of a long, but 
^not high ridge, called the Mountain of Forth, fe- 
^ar^iting the baronies of Bargy and Forth from the 
ireftofthe cqunty-^ ... ..^ 

Early 
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Early in the morning of the :?9<h,' colonel Mitx- 
Well, of; thtj Donegal militia, with two hundred 
men of his regiment and a fix-pounder, accompn- 
Ijaied by- colonel Gplville,. captain Young, an4 
lieutenant Spdet) of the thirteenth I'^iment, whfo 
volunteered on the occafion, arrived in Weiford 
from Duncannon-fort* difpatched by general Faw- 
cet, who had been apprifed of the infurjeftion on 
the 27th by captkinKnox, a|i officer fent -to eftort 
ferjeant Stanley, a judge of afl&^e, on- hia way to 
Munfter. This pdnforcemeiW: not being fufficienf, 
%a gentleman, named Joftiua Sutton, carried a letter 
From the mayor of Wexford to the genefal, re* 
qucftiagf^an .additioilal force ; and returned with 
an exhilarating anfwer, that the general himfctf 
would troriimence his march for Wcxford,ihc fame 
evening,from Duncannon^with the thirteenth regi- 
ment, four companies of the Meath militia, and «. 
party of attillery with two howitzers. On the re- 
ceipt of this intelligence, colonel Maxwell, leaving 
the five pafles into the town guarded by the yco- 
racn and North-Cork militia, tpok poft with his 
men on the Windmill-hill above the town, at daj^ 
bre;;k on the following morning, the 30th, f with 
refolution to march agait\ft the Jcnemy on the ar- 
rival of general Fawcet's army, c : 

as. The 

t At this time the great and beautiful wooden brt^e ot 
Wexford was, for purpofcs as yet unkoown, fet on fire by jbme 
rebels. Soitie imagine the end propofcd to be> lb« preiFiation 9^ 
fuccours from the oppofite fide of the river. 
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The general had marched, according 16 his 
promife, on the evening of the 29th ; biit unforta- 
tjately halting atTaghmon, fcven miles from Wex- 
ford, he had fent forward a derachment of eighty- 
eight men, induding eighteen of the artillery, with 
the howitzers, under the command of captain 
Adams, of the Meath militia. This detachment 
was inter^cepted early in the motning of the 30th, 
tinder Three-rocks, by the rebel army, the how- 
itzers taken, and almoft the whole party flain. 
The general is faid to have been in bed when he 
received the news of this difafter, and falling back 
precipitately with his army to Dtincannon, to have 
fent his family to England — detaining the packet* 
boat two hpurs for that purpofe. 

Informed of the deftruftion of captain Adams's 
detachmentjby lieutenant Fairclough of the Meath 
ijnilitia, and lieutenant Birch of the artillery, who 
had efcaped the fiaughter, and were brought to 
Windmill-hill by the patrole guards, colonel Max- 
well advanced immediately with what forces he 
oould colle6l towards the enemy, with defign to 
retake the howitzers, and to co-operate with gene- 
ral Faweet, of whofe retreat he had no fufpiuon. 
When he arrived within cannon-ftiot of the rebels, 
he found that the howitzers had been drawn to 
the top of the ridge, and that fhells were thrown 
M bis army with a precifion which evinced the 
operation of fome fkilful managers. After fome 
'^ifcharges of his fix-pounder in return, the colonel 
obferving his left ^flank expofed by the retreat of 
tome of the Taghmon cavalry, the enemy making 

A motiQU 
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« motion to furround him> and no appeantnce o£ 
general Fiwcet, retired in good order to Wexford, 
with the lofs of lieutenapt-colonel Watfon killed, 
and two privates wounded. 

The Uhlation of Wetford, commanded by h^U, 
rendered it indefenfible againft artillery by a gatv 
rifon of only fi]( hundred men, when the encrcai^ 
iQg number qf the rebels atThrec^rocks amounted 
to fifteen thoufand, befide a ftrong force left at 
Ennifcorthy. A number of difafieded yeomea 
deferted to the enemy s many concealed rebels 
iTere wixk good reafon fufpeded to be awaiting 
within the town an opportunity of co-operating 
with tlMf ^ffociates without ; and, to ^omplet^ 
the d^mH $nd depreflion of fpirits of the reft iif 
||ieg^grrifiMij the North-Cork militia, who had beeu 
ItiHoned near the barrack, quitted their poft about 
&ilf after ten o'clock, direAing their inarch to 
Puncannon ; find were followed immediately^ aa^ 
foon overtaken, by captain Comock with his yeon 
man infantry, who retreated in like manner, f-^ 
Thefe confiderations obliged cdonet MaxweU ip 
evacuate Wexford ; and two deputies, co&nfellox; 
ttichardt$, and his brother, an apothecary, being 
(ent to^ notify t^ ^va^i^atioa to the rebels, to 

ptevcat 

f la excuse of .c^^am Como9l(» who is general j Simjttcd 
to li^e belMTed well to the defence 0f Epnilcor^)rf hlu ftieads 
atledge that, feeing the retreat o£ the Noith-Cprk n^ilitia^ }m 
thought It a retitat of the whole ^rrifbo, and th^t he waf.ooii» 
£rmed ia tha^. offtake bj the crToneonrlofiMaiaiipa ojT a Mr«. 
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prevent them from adling as if* the toAvn had been 
taken by ftorm, the army retreated to the fort of 
Duncannoa, twenty-three miles diftant, accompa- 
nied by fuch of the loyal inhabitants and refugees 
from other places as were wilHng and ^bl^ to per- 
form the march With it. 

* lamforr)'' to have to* add, that the troops hi 
their prbgi'efs/ on thi$ occafipn^ through the baro* 
mcs of Forth and Bargy , are faid' to have proceed^- 
<d laflich diforder, tliat in cafe of purfuit, which 
was very ftrenuoufty a.dvifed by one of the chiefs, 
they might have been deftroyed by the rebef 
irmy J while It^y the d^vaftations j;pmmitted in 
their way, by the burning of^ cabin^-^tfncJ {hooting 
of peafants,f they augmented the nunfb^r^nd-tage 
6f the infurgents— who took pofffefTioii ofWexford 
without oppoljtion. A great number ofipyalifts 
in the town, who had not eftaped With the retreat- 
ing army, endeavoured to crowd on board* the vef- 
fels in the harbour, to take refuse in Britain ; but 
of thefe only a few effefted their purpofe, for moll 
of the veffels being manned by Ro.rtianifts, when 
^e town was obferved to be in po^t^fliop of the 
rebels, returned to the quays from' the mouth of 

theha/bour, tod' r€landed their people.' ' 

^ ' -■' • 

Whilp. 

> . ' \ . > :■...:• _ ■ ' ' t 

f I am irtfbrnfjed by a, reCpe<Eiable gentleman of Wexford, ibat 

xht yeomen of the retreating army ought to be exempt from thia^ 

cenfure j that they behaved to the fatisfaAIon of colonel CoK 

vfttc; Vho confznaQded tjic retreat, and' were by him placed in^ 

the front. 
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While the fouthern parts of the county of Wex- 
ford were in this horrible ftate of commotion, the 
northern, about Gorey, were alfo frightfully agir 
tated. The retreat, already mentioned, of the 
yeoman cavalry from Oplart, eafly qh ^he monj; 
ing of the 27th of May, tp Gorey, was followed by 
great numbers of people haftening to th^ town for 
proteftipn, and carrying what they could oftteir 
cfFcfts with them, many, however, through terror 
and precipitation, leaving all behind. As Gprey, / 

confiding of only one ftreet with a number of Unes, 
was garrifoned by no more than thirty. pf the 
i^^orth-Cork militia, under lieutenant Swayne, and 
a numbep pf yeomen, aflifted by an undifciplined 
crowds ippi^ of whom were armed only with pikes, 
to abandon the town, and retreat to Arklow, nine 
miles to the north, in the county of Wicklow, was 
at firft refolved ; but afterward to defend the 
town was determined, carts, and waggona being 
drawn by way of ramparts acrofs the avenues and 
the ftreet, the undifciplined m,^n placed at the 
. windows to fire on the approaching eneipy, and 
the diiciplined arranged about the centre of the 
town. In the evening arrived a reinforcement of 
the Antrim militia, under lieutenant Elliot^ an ex- 
perienced ai\d excellent officer ; but as accounts 
of devaftations and murders, received in the 
pourfe of the day, feemed to indicate the approach 
pf an army of rebels, the apprehenfions of whom 
Vere rendered far more terrible by the news of the 
North-Cork militia flaughtered at Oulart, orders 
^ere iffued to abandon the town, and retire to 

Arklow, 
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Arklow at five o'clock oi^ the follawing mornings 
tiieiaSthofMay. 

^ The earl of Courtawn, who. ha^d refolded to. de- 
fend Gorey, if pof&ble, ai^d who, for want of aa 
adequate force, was Q^lig^d. to. abaadpn it, had 
embodied a uoop of y^oma^ (jav^ry iu 0<5lober 
of the year 1796, and had added tQ it a body of 
iafantry and a co^fide];able numbier of f^^pplerocn- 
tary men. la other parts of tb^ country, where. 
troops of thii5, kind, had been embodied, fubfqrip- 
tions had been raif<?d, and a ftock-pur^ formed.^ 
for the defraying of a variety of extraordinary ex^ 
pences; Vxit n,o^ a fefthing was contributed by 
the gentlemen in the neighbourhood, of Gorfsy ta> 
aflift the evl> Oft whom w^as thrown the whole ex- 
pence, an4 who ej;erted himfelf with an uncora/ 
xnon afliduity an4 a6l|vity.. As he had. performed: 
much in Ac providing of a force tp ol>viate or fup- 
prefe rebellion, fo his treatment of the common 
people, by his afEable manners^ had, been always, 
fuch aa wasb^ft; adapted to produce content in the 
Jower clafles, and, pi;event a pronenefsto infurrec- 
tipn. I confider myfeJf as bound in ftri^ftefs o£ 
juftiqe to foqiety,^ thus far to reprefent the qonduft^ 
of this nobleman.. . Doubtlefs. the people in the 
neighbouThoo4 of Gorey were the laft and leaft 
violent of aU in, the county of Wexford, in rifing - 
^gainft the eftabUftied authority ; and; certainly : 
the behaviour af the Stopford family in that neigh- ' 
bourhood, toward their inferiors, had always beea 
remark;ably conciliating and humane. 

As. 
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Aa the <Mrder ta retreat was very fuddea, on ac- 
count of the imagined rapid approach of a refiftlcft 
and feroQious eneniy, a melancholy fcene of trepi^ 
d^tioiii, coufqfioii, aud flight was the <^nfequenc€ ; 
the aff righted crowd of people running' in all di- 
l^^iona lor thefir hoarfes, h^ra^fling their Qar$. and 
placing their families o^ them wi(h precipitation^ 
^nd efcapitg fpeedily as pofliblq frocR the town. . 
The road was foon filled to a grc;sit ^xten^ with a 
train of cars loaded wi!;l;i women and chilc^r^i^, ac-» 
companiedby a multitude on foQt, many qf who;i^ 
were woipei^ with ii;ifants oi?, their blocks* Thij 
^hsitfter being hot and dky, the cloud, of duft ra,ifed 
by the fugitive multitude, of whom I with my fa- 
inily «*f a pa^rt, rencj^red refpir^^ioij ^ifficvlt. 
Yhc re^^ptioA whiQh w^ found at Arklow was not 
wbll fuited to our cal?,raitctus cpndition- AlmoflT 
fainting with hunger, thirft, fatigue, and; want of 
fleep, we wer^ d-fenied admit;tauce. iftto, ^he town^ 
by orders of th^ commanding officer <jjF the garri* 
fan, captain R^wan ojF tkc Antriqj reglmejit i «a4 
great part of t;he poorer fugitives jfeiiirwjtj, tocJc *^ 
i[uge.thil day ^4 nighij ynder the neighbouring 
hedges ; but the better f^jct, after a Utitle delj^g, 
"were admitted, OM condition of quitting the t^owHr 
m half an hoiir* The loyalift*, on permiffipa to^ 
^nter A^Wow, were obliged to deliver theiy ario^ 
^t the gate of the barrack to the guard, who pro- 
joaifed to reftore them ; but, inftcad of this, they 
^rc* afterwards formed into a pile in^e yard of 
1^ barrack and burned. A man named Taylor^ 
^erk of Camplin church, who made fome fcruple 

to 
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to furrender his arms, was {hot by the guard.— r 
After our adniiflion our fituation was not fo cora.- 
fortable as we might have expefled, for no re- 
freih.men.t could be procured by money for men or 
horfes, and the hearts of the inhabitant's in general 
feeoied quite hardened againft us. But^ for my 
own part, I found very humane trea^tment. After 
remaining fome time in the ftreet, my family were 
courteouQy invited by a lady, to. whom we were 
totally unknown, a Mrs. Hunte, into her houfe, 
where we were kindly refrefhed with food and 
drink; and a» gentleman, Mr. Jofeph Alford, to 
whom we w;ere equally unknown, coming acci- 
dentally where we were, infifted on pur going to 
his houfe, three miles from Arklow, where we 
found a number of refugees, all of whom were 
treated with the moft humane attention. 

Gorey, meantime, was in a fingular predicament, 
— abandoned by the loyalifts, while thercft of the 
inhabitants in fear and dubious anxiety remained^ 
clofely (hut within their houfes, infomuch th^t all^ 
was in filence and folitude, except that an un- 
principled female, frantic with joy at the flight of 
her imagined enemies, capered in an extraordi- 
nary- manner in the ftreet ; and that a pack of 
li6ifnds belonging to one of the fugitive gentry 3, 
expreffed their feelings on the occafion by a hide- 
ous and mournful yell ; and that fix men, who 
had been that morning, though unarmed, taken 
prifoners, (hot through the body and left for dead^ 
in the ftreet, were writhing with pain— rone pf 
whom, in particular^ was lying againft a wait, and, 

though 
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though unable to fpeak, threatened with hi$ fift a 
pro^eftant who had run back into the town for 
romething which he had forgotten. — The yeomea 
returned ia a few hours to Gorey, but immediately 
retreated again to Arklow ;, and one of them, in 
ridiug through the former, met with a dangerou$ 
accident ;-r-a quantity of gunpowder had becu 
fpilled on the pavement by the militia in their 
ha(ty retreat, which^ by a fpark ftruck by one of 
the horfes' (hoes, blew up, and fingect both horfe 
and man in a frightful manner, without, however, 
any fatal cffe6ls. As the rebels had bent their 
march toward the fouthern parts, Gorey remained 
unmolefted^ though deftitute of defence. Filled 
as it was with a variety of goods, great part of which 
had been carried thither for fafety from the Neigh- 
bouring parts, it prefepteda tempting objciSl of de- 
predation j but the pilfering of the lower clafs of 
the townfpeople was prevented by the better fort; 
ofRomanifl inhabitants, who formed tbemfelves 
into guards tp proteft the houfes pf their proteftant; 
neighbours i and when a multitude of wpm^ ha4 
affembled at fome difl;ance to come and plunder 
the town, they difperfed in a fright on the receipt; 
offalfen^ws that the Ancient-Britilh regiment of 
cavalry was approaching- At length John Hunter 
Gowan, Efq. a magiflrate who had in a jaapft me- 
ritorious and fuccefsful manner exerted himfelf. 
many years in the apprehending and profecming 
of robbers, and had been partly rewarded for his 
fervices by a penfion from government of ;Cioo 
a-year, collected a body of men to garrifon the 

town* 
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town. On the 3Qth and 31ft of May the greater 
part of the fugitives returned fr6m Arklow to their 
honaes, and the militia and yeotnanry; who ha^ 
abandoned Gorfey on the ?8th> ircfumed th^ir ftj^- 
tion in it. 

In the mean time the infurgcAts hayipg poffeft 
fion of all the fouthern parts of the county of Wex- 
ford, except Rofs anc^ Dungannon on the weftera 
border, began to turn their attention towsird the 
north ; and,pin the morning of the ift of June, the 
beautifiil little town of Bunclody, otherwife term* 
ed Newtownbiarry, fituate ten miles north-weft- 
ward of Ennifcorthy , was attaclped by a great body 
of rel?els^ detached from their poft of Vinegar-hill, 
an eminence ^t the foot of which the town of En- 
liifcorthy 16 built. T^e garrifon, including yeo- 
men and volunteers, confifted of i^bout five hun- 
dred m?n, of whom abput three hundred wercf 
militia, under colonel L^ftrange, of the King's - 
County regiment. The rebel force, amounting per- 
haps to fiye thoufand in numbe^, conduced by 
feveral chiefs, among whoin was Father Ker?, % 
man of extraordin?iry ftature, ftrength, a^d ferocity, 
advanced to the attack on both lides of the river 
Slaney , on the weftern bank of which the town is. 
built, and commenced a fire from a brafs fix- 
ponnder, a howitzer, and f(\me fwivel guns. The 
colonel, according to the too-commonly pradlifed 
mode of the. king's officers, ordered the troops to 
abandon the town, contrary to the earneft remon- 
ftrancesof the yeoman officers and volunteers! but 
after a retreat of about a mile, he yielded to the 

folicitauon^ 
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foHcitations of lieutenant-colonel Weftenra, and 
fuffered the troops to be led back to the fuccour 
of a few determined loyalifls, who had remained 
in the towh^ and continued a fire on the enemy 
from fome houfes* This accidental manoeuvre 
had all the advantages of a preconcerted flratagem. 
The rebels^ who had rufhed into the ftreet in a 
confufed multitude, intent ^n plunder atid devaf- 
ration, and totally unapprehenfive of the return 
of the troops, were unprepared to wiihftand the 
oafet of the foldiefy preceded by the fire of two 
pieces of cannon. With the lofs'of only two men 
on the fide of the loyalifts, that of the rebels may 
have amounted to near two hundred* This vic^ 
tory was of no fmall importance, as their ccmqueft 
of Bunclody would have opened a way for the 
Wexfordian rebels into the county of Carlow, the 
fifing of whofe inhabitants to co-operate with 
ihofe of Wicklow and Kildare, already in arms, 
muft in the ftate of the cotintry, a^ it was then 
circumftanced, have given great embarrafiment to 
adminiftration. 

Hills of a commanding profpeft were always 
chofen by the rebels for their ftations or pofts. 
Thefe pofts they termed camps, though they were 
deftitute of tents, except a few for their chiefs, 
and the people remained in the bpen air in vaft 
tnultitudes, men and women promifcuoufiy, fome 
lying covered with blankets at night, and fome 
without other covering than the clothes which they 
wore in the day. This mode of warfare was fa- 
voured by ati uninterrupted continuance of dry and ' 

warm 
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warm weather, to fach a length of rime as is yerf 
nnufual in Ireland in that fcafon, or any feafoh of 
the yean This was regarded by the rebels as a 
particular interp6fiti6n of Providence in 'their 
favour ; and forfie among them are faid t6 have 
declared, in a prophetic tone, that not a drop of 
rain was to falL until they fhould be mafters of all 
Ireland. On the other haad the fame was conft-. 
dered by the fugitive loyaiifts as a merciful favour 
of heatven, fince bad weather muft have miferably 
augmented their diftrefs, and have cattfed many 
to perifh. Iri thefe encampments or ftations, 
aoiong fuch crowds of riotous undifciplincd men, 
under nd regular authority, the greatcft diford^r 
muft be fuppofed to have prevailed. Often when 
' 2 rebel was m a found fleep 5ft the night, he was 
robbed by fome afFociate of hi^ gun, or foine 
other article at that time valuable ; to fleep flat on 
the belly, with the hat and fhoes tied under the , 
breaft> for the prevention of ftealth, was a cuftom 
with many* They were in nothing more irregular 
than in the cooking of provifions; many of them 
cutting pieces at random out of cattle fcarcely 
dead, without waiting to flaj?" them, and roaftiiig 
ihofe pieces on the points of their pikes, together 
with the parts of the hide which belonged to them- 
The heads of cattle were feldom eaten, but gene- 
rally left to rot on the furface of the ground ;. and 
fo were often large parts of the carcafes, after many 
pieces had been cut from them, which pradice . 
might in a fhort time have caufed a peftilenee. 

The 
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. The ilatioh which the rebels chofe, when they 
bent their force toward Gorey, was the hill of. 
Corrigrua, feven miles towards the fouthweft fro^ 
that town. A body of above a thoufand, fome 
fay four thoufand, detached from this poft, took 
poiTeffibn of the little village of Bally cannoo, four 
miles from Gorey to the fouth, on the evening of 
the ift of June, and were advancing to fix their 
ftatioaon the hill of Ballymanaann, midway be- 
tween the above-named village and tow|l, when 
they were met near the village by the garrifon of 
Gorey, who had marched to flop their progtefs- 
Having returned home the preceding day with my 
family from Arklow, I happened to be at that 
lime on the road near Gprey, when a man on the 
top of a houfc cried out to me that all the country 
to the fouth was in a blaze ; for ftraggling' parties of 
the rebels attending the motions of the main body 
had as ufual fet fire to many houfes. I had hardly 
got a view of the conflagration, when I heard a 
difcharge of mufketry, which continued fome time 
without intermiffion. Since I have learned the 
particulars of this engagement, I confider it, though 
fmall and unnoticed, as one of the moft brilliant 
of the croppy war. 

The little army, which had marched from Go- 
rey on this occafion, confifted of twenty of the 
Antrim militia, under lieutenant Elliot,^ who di- 
re<5led the movements of the whole; twenty of the 
North-Cork ; about fifty yeoman inf^intry, includ- 
ing fupplementary miqn ; and three troops of 
yeoman cavalry, the laft of whom were ufelefs in 
battle. As the rebels had not procured accurate 
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intelligence, and as ttoops from Dublin ha<f beefi 
• fomc days expeded, the cloud of duft, excited by 
the little army of Gorey, cauf(?d them. to imagine 
that a formidable force was coming againfl them. 
Under thU perinafion, they difpofed not them- 
felves to the beft advantage, for they might eafily 
have furrounded and dcftroyed the little band op- 
pofed to them. They attempted it however in a 
diforderly manner ; but fo regular and ftcady a 
fire wad maitttaioed by the militia, particularly 
the Antrinx, that the half-difciplined fnpplements 
of the yeomen, encouraged thereby, behaved with 
equal fteadinefsj and fuch Was the effedj that 
the rebels were totally routed, and fled in, the ut- 
moft confufion in all diredions. 'The yeoman 
cavalry, notwithftanding repeated orders from 
lieutenant Elliot, delayed too long, through mif- 
lake of one of their officers, to purine the runa* 
ways, othcrwife a great flaughter might have been 
made* The viflorious band advancing fired 
jbme honfes in Ballycannoo, and fpread fuch. a 
terror that no attempt was made againfl them from 
the pod of Corrigrua ; fo that they returned fafely 
to Gorey ,with above a hundred captive horfes and 
other Ipoil. 

In this engagenient, and all others in the begin- 
ning of the rebellion, the rebels elevated their 
guns too much for execution, fo that only three 
loyalifts were wounded, none killed* The number 
of flain on the oppofite fide wa3 probably about 
fixty, perhaps near a hundred. Many fine horfes, 
which the routed party was obliged to leave be- 
hind, were by them killed or maimed, that they 

might 
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might be rendered ufelefs. The hardinefs and 
agility of the labouring claffes of the Irifti were 
>5u this, and other occafions in the courfe of the 
rebellion, very remarkable* Their fwiftnefs of 
foot, and aftivity in pafling over brooks and ditches, 
were fuch that they could uot always in crofling 
the fields be overtaken by horfemen ; and with fo 
much ftrength of conftitution Were they found to 
be endued^ that to kill them was difficult, many 
after a multitude of ftabs not expiring until theif 
necks were cut acfofs. In faft, the number of 
perfons who id the various battles, maffacres, and 
Ikirmiihes of this war, were ftiot through the body, 
and recovered of their wounds, has greatly furprit 
cd me. A ftnall occurrence after the battle, of 
which a Ton of mine was a witnefs,^ may help to 
illuftrate the ftate of the country at that time r^— 
^Tvvo yeomen coming to a brake or c^ump oY 
bufties, and obferving a fmall motioh as if fome 
jDcrfons were hiding there, one of them fired intp 
It, and the (hot was anfwered by a moft piteous 
^nd loud fcreecfa of a child. The other yeomai;i 
was then urged by his companion to fire ; but he 
iDeing a gentleman, and lefs ferocious, inftead of 
firing, commanded the concealed perfons to ap- 
pear, when a poor woman and eight children, al- 
mofl naked, one of whom was fevcrely wounded, 
^ame trembling from the brake, where they haa 
•fecreted themfelves for fafety. 

Difeppointed, by. the defpat at Ballycanngo, /of 
taking poft on Ballymanaann-hill on the ift of June, 
and of advancing thence to Gorey on the and, the 

I rebel 
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r^bel army on Corrignia hill remained in that Hi- 
(ion till the 4th. Meantime the long and anxioully 
cxpefted army under majpf-general Loftus arrived 
in Gorey. The fight of fifteen hundred fine 
troops, with fiv^ pieces of artillery, filled every 
loyal breaft with confidence, infomuch that not 
^ doubt was entertained of the immediate and 
total difperfion of the rebels. The plan was to 
ynarch the army in two divifions, by two different 
jfoadsi to the poft of Corrigrua, and to attack the 
^nemy wi^ combined foroes, in which attack they 
cxpefted the co-operatiou of forae other troops. 
But while this arrangement was made, on the 4th 
of June, by the array, the rebels were preparing to 
tquit Corrigrua, and to march to Gorey ; for, by a 
better from Gorey to a pried named Philip 'Roach, 
then in t?ed in the houfe of Richard Donovan, Efq. 
oF Bally more, at the foot of the above-mentioned 
hill, information was received by the rebel chiefs, 
^bout one o'clock in the morning, of the intended 
motions of the army. The publicity of the 
adopted plan of operations, by which the difafi- 
fe£led in the town were enabled to give this infor- 
mation to the enemy, was probably occafioned by 
the imprudence of colonel Walpole, who claimed 
in independent and difcretionary command. In* 
teiligcnGe of the plan of the rebels march was 
carried to the army with the moft eager difpatch^ 
by a rcfpeftable farmer, named Thomas Dowling^ 
- who made application fucceflively to feveral offi- 
cers, all of whom defpifed his information, and 
fome threatened him with imprifonment and 

chaftife- 
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cWilifemefnt if he fhould not ceafc his nofiferifi.-^ 
The army began its march in two divifions, ac- 
,tJording to the above plan, about tHe fame rime 
that the rebels began theirs in one body. The 
latter were rtiet nearly midway between Gorey 
and Gorrlgrua by the divifion under colonel W-al- 
^<ile — a gentleman much more fit for the place of 
a courtier than that of a military leader*. As ntf 
itoutsnor flan king-parties were employed by this 
commander, he knew nothing of the approach of 
the enemy until he a^ually faw them, at the dif- 
tance of a few yards) advancing on liim in a place 
called Tiibbemeering. Walpoie feems not to 
have been> deficient in courage* The aAion, com* 
menccd in a confufed manner. The rebels pour- 
ed a tremendous fire from the fields on both fides 
of the road, and he received a bullet through the. 
head in a few minutes. His troops fled in the ut* 
moft diforder, leaving their cannon, confifting of 
two fix-pounders and a fmaller piece, in the hands 
of the enemy. They were puffucd as far as Gorey» 
in their flight through which they were galled by a 
fire of guns from fome of the houfes, where fome 
rebels had taken their ftation^ The unfqrtunate 
ioyalifts of Gorey, who a few minutes before had 
thpught ihemfelves perfedly feeure, fled, as many 
as couM efcape, to Arklow with the routed army, 
leaving all their eflfeds behind. 

While Walpole's iivifion was engaged with the 
enemy, general Loftus, marching by a difFei'e^t 
road, that of Ballycannoo, and hearing the noife 
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of brattle, detached f^venty men, the gt'enadict 
cOflapahy of the Antrim regiment of militia, acroft 
t?he fields to its aiffiftance. This body was inter- 
d©j)tedby the rebels, who were in purfuit of the 
ft^utfed army, and almoft all killedor taken j arid asJ 
Bteflr fo^ty ttien of Walpole's divifion were loft, the 
^^triWetit oti the whole amount was confiderable- 
Meztelvhile the general, ignorant of the colonel'^ 
fete, and unable tb bring his artillery acrofs the 
lldds, continued his march along* the highway, 
and looming round by a long circuit to the field of 
battle, was at laft^made acquainted with the event. 
Ste then followed the march of the rebels toward 
Gdriy, and coming within view of them, found 
them pofted on Gorey-hill, a commanding enii- 
faence, at tljc foot of which the town is built. Con- 
vinced that he could neither attack them in theip* 
j)o!Hirith any profpedof fuccefs, nor pafs by them 
into the town without great hazard, he retreated to 
Came w, and in his retreat was fainted with a fire 
of the artillery of the rebels from the top of the 
hill, whither they had, by the ftrength of men, 
idrawn the cannon taken from Walpole's men, be- 
fide fome pieces brought from Wexford. Think- 
ing Gamew an unfafe poft, though the gentlemen 
of that neighbourhood thought, and ftill think, 
cjuite otherwife, as he was there at the head of 
twelve hundred efFedive men, he abandoned that 
^art of the country to the rebels, and retreated 
feine miles farther, to the town of TuUow, in the 
co)snty df Carlo w. 
\o 

While 
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While one formidable body of the Wexfordian 
lafurgents was advancing its pofition toward the 
north, another ftill more formidable was prcparkig » 
to attempt the fame toward the ibuth-weft. The 
conqueft of New Rofs, in that quarter, fituate on 
the river formed by the united ftreams of theNor^j 
anci Barrow, would have laid open a communica- 
tion with the difaffeded in the counties of Water- 
ford aud Kilkenny, many thoufands of wbo^ 
were fuppofed ready to rife in arms at the appear-^ 
ance of their fuccefsful confederates. The feizure- 
of that important poft, when it might have been* 
effeded without oppofition, oh the 29th of May> 
the d^y fucceeding that in which Ennifc.orthy had 
fallen into, the hands of the infui^nts, had beea^ 
vehemently, urged at £nnifcorthy by a chief 
named Hay, and a great number h^ agreed to^ 
march with him for that purpofe* Fortunately, 
on the arrival, already related, of Edward Fitz- 
gerald, accompanied by Colclough, from Wex- 
ford prifon, this plan was for a time laid afide. — 
Fitzgerald, between whom and Hay an enmity' 
had fubfifted, and even a duel been fought, oppot 
^d the fcheme of marching to' Rofs, and recom-^ 
mended the releafe of the prifoners in Wexford by 
the capture of that town. His influence being fu-: 
perior to that of Hay, his propofal was adopted-— 
^nd thus captain Boyd, by the fending of this man 
tfi Ennifcorthy, prevented a moft dangerous ex- 
lenfion of the rebellion. 

When the immediate objeft recommeftcjed ^yc 
5'itzgerald wa^ attained, tb^ rebel army at Wex«« 

ford, 
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ford, choofing Beauchatnp JBagenal Harvey, now ^ 
Uberatedfrom prifon, for their gcneralifliiTio, divid- 
^<J. iato two. main bodies ; one of which dire&ed it& 
courfe northward to Gorey; the other, condudled 
"by Harvey inperfon, had for its objeft the conqijeft 
ofRofs. The latter^ after having takeh poft on 
Carrickburn-mountain, within fix miles of Rofs, 
'where it was reviewed and organized, advanced on:^ 
the 4th o^ June to. Corbet-hiil, within a mile of 
th^t town, the obje£l\)f attack for the aext morn- 
ing, Harveyr though neither deftitme of perfonalj 
CQurage, iior in fome refpe6ls of a gbod under- 
ftanding^ polfeflednot that calm intrepidity which 
i§ ueceffary in the compofiti^n of a military officer^ 
3(ior thofe rare tajems by which an undifciplined' 
Jjiultitude njay be direded and controuledi Me- 
ilip^med the plan of an. attack on three diffej?ent- 
parts of -the t,own 4t once, vi^hich would probably- 
h^ve lucgeeded if it had been put in execution. — - 
Haying fent a fi^mmonsfor fuxrendry of the town 
to. the cpminaiider of the king's troops,, with 4 flag 
of truce> tbebearci- of which, of the name of Fur- 
Ipng, fell by a (hot in the performance of his mif-^ 
lion,* h^ was arranging his foccea for the affanlt^ 
when, finding them galled by a fire from the out- 
pofts.pf the garrifoiij he prdjcrcd a brave young 

man, 

^ T^o (hopt all, perfons. car^^g flags of truce from tbq rebelj,^ 
appears to hive been a maxim wttb h?s majefty.'s forces. The, 
meafur^ may bave been wife* but it may have rendered the re-. 
beb moie ferocious, and prevented the efcape of Ipyalifts, wbc>. 
otberwiic might attempt to run frona tl^e rel^cls and lake refuge 
i|B[ith \he i;oyal troops* 
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man, of the name of Kelly, to put himfelf at the 
head of five hundred men, and to diflodge the 
troops who were giving this annoyance/ Kelly, 
followed confufedly by a much greater number 
than he wifhed, executed his commiffion ; but hi# 
men, inflead of returning to the main body as they 
had been ordered, rulhed headlong into the town, 
drove back the cavalry, with flaughter, on the in- 
fantry, feized the cannon, and being followed in 
their fuccefsful career by crowds from the hill, 
feemed fome time nearly matters of the town.— 
yrom a full perfuafion of a decided viftory in fa- 
vour of the rebel army, fome officers of the garri* 
fon fled to Waterford, twelve miles diftant, with 
this alarming intelligence. 

As the original plan of attack was negleded and 
forgotten by the rebels, flufhed with the fuccefs of 
this premature onfet in one quarter, the troops of 
the Dublin and Donegal militia maintaining theit 
polls at the market-houfe and a flation called Fair- 
gate, prevented them from penetrating into the 
centre of the town ; while major-general Johnfon, 
the commander, a man of confummate courage 
and fervent zeal for the welfare of his country, 
was, by vehement exertions, aided by ihofe of an 
extraordinary gentleman^ an inbabitaQt of R(^s^ 
named M'Corniick, labouring to ri^lly th^ cjifcom- 
fited foldicry. Brought back to. th^ charge by 
imcommon efforts, after they had fled acrofs the 
river to the Kilkenny fide, the troops of the gaU 
^ant Johnfon recovered their poft and drove the 
Rebels from the town — the qutfkirts of whijjh were 

BOW 
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hqw inflames, fired by the affailants and difi^|fc(^^/ 
ed inhabitaflts, as Ennifcorthy had b?en. T)^, 
rebels in their turn, rallied by their chiefs^ returriedt^ 
with fury to the aflault, and regained fome grou.udw 
Again diflodged by the fame e2i:ertions^as^befoi:e^ ; 
and a third time rallied, they were at 1^ finally* 
repulfed, after an engagement of above tea hours^, 
ending about two o'clock in the afternoon.. 

Though this was doubtlefs the moft bbody bat-. ■ 
tie of the croppy war, I am not convinced th^t the?- 
lofs of the affailants amounted toahree thoi^land^, 
or even two thirds of that number.* Th^t of tjHf- 
r9yal army in killed, wounded, and miifiDg, \i^aa.. 
acknowlec^ped to be two hundi^d and t^irty^,, 0;f \ 
whom ninety lay dead cm the fcene of action, f 
This army, before the battle, had eonfiila<lQf abai^t 
twelve hundred men.-'-^-^Tbe rebels, kft behind: 
theni in their retreat fourteen fwivel gun^, aAd.fo!^C ; 
cannon on fhip-carriages. An artiij^ry ma% of. 
the royal army, a priftmer of tbe rebels ted beeoi; 
appointed to the management of one of tbofe cja^l^^ 
non, with menaces of inftant death if h^ &ould not 
level right— ^and death he inftanily fo^^dfor aim- 
ing high.. The fight had beeQr jTo irreguteJ-y oiaina . 

tainec^ 

•^ In Mr. George Taylor*8 hiftorical account of the Wck- 
fordian rebellion, he ftatcs the number of the (lain, from th^ nar- 
rative of a'frknd on who£ie veracity he relies, at feven thoufaud J 
O Taylor, thou art a worthy methodill v and truly great is thy 
faith — biU pot it not lb imich in vaingiorious mcu% 

t Among the flain were cornet Ladwell, of the 5th dvagoooa,^ 
9Xii lordMounijoy, colonel of the county ofDublin nailitia.*. 
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tarued by the rebel farces, that befide th^ ncglea 
of their original plan, probably not half, or evea 
9. fourth part of their number, (fuppofed to be 
jaear twenty thoufand) ever defcended from Cor- 
bet^hill to fhare the danger; and many in the 
'beginning of the adion fled to their homes, and 
were, fome hours before the decifioa of the com- 
bat, giviiag a fancied narration of the fucQcfs^fth^ 

The alliance of cowardice With cruelty ca^not' 
perhaps be more ftrongly exemplified than, ia 
fome of this day's tranfaiSions. Some run-s^way 
a:ebels« who had not dared, to hazard their perfons 
in the battle, turned their fury agaiuft objeds 
equally void of crimiQality as incapable of refift- 
ance. Befide the nxaffacre of three proteftant 
liuen, who had fought coiirageoufly on the fide of 
the rebels againft the king's forces, they committed 
an aft of .fuch atrocity as requiires no comment :— » 
At the houfe of SQullabogue, the property of a My. 
Kii^, at the foot of Carrickbum- mountain, had 
been left, when thc^ rebelarmy marched to Corbet- 
hilU aboye two hundred proteftaat prifoners of 
both fexes and all ages, under a guard command- 
ed by John Murphy, of Loghnagheer. The run^ 
aways, declaring that the royal army in Rofs wem 
fhooting all the prifoners, and butchering the ca- 
tholics who had fallen into their hands, feigned 
an order from Harvey forthe execution of thofe at 
Scutlabogue. This order, which Harvey, himfelf 
^ proteftant and a man of humanity, was utterly 
^ftcapable of giving, Murphy i^ fai.d to have refift-, 

cd-^ 
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ed — but his refiftance was vain. Thirty-feven 
were ftiot and piked at the hall-door; and the 
reft, a hundred and eighty-four in number, cram- 
med into a barn, were burned alive-^the roof' 
being fired, and ftraw thrown into the flames to 
feed the conflagration. 1 have converfed with 
fome refpedable men who viewed the fcene ojFthia 
diabolical adlion on the following day, arid who 
were ftruck with inexpreflible horrors at the fight. 
Father John Shallow, Roman-catholic priefl of 
Adamftown, has been charged by fome with being 
concerned in, or approving of this horrid bufinefs; 
but from the affidavits of three protefl:ants which 
I have read, and other grounds, I am decidedly in- 
dined to think the charge not well founded. An- 
other prieft is on taore probable grounds confider-, 
cd by fome as the chief inftigaitor of this horrible 
deed — whofename I forbear to mention, left* he 
may poflibly be innocent, and I fhould nnjuftly 
bring odium on him.^ A few Romanifts, accord- 
ing to fome accounts fifteen in number, one of 
whom was Father Shallow's clerk, had been, partly 
by miftake or inadvertence, partly from obnoxious 
circumftances in the unfortunate objefts, inclofed 
in the barn with the proteftants, and by the preci- 
pitancy of the murderers ftiared the fame fate. 

Rc-occu- 

♦ 1, however, after having written this volume, now find his 
name (Father Murphy of Taghmon) given in Sir Richard Muf- 
grave's great colledion ftilcd, " Memoirs of the different Rc^ 
bellions in Ireland.'' I wi(h he may prove his innocence^ 
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Ke-occupying, on the day of their defeat at 
JP-ols, their former poll on Carrickburn, the rebel 
troops murnjured againft the military <;ondud of 
Harvey^, who in coufequence refigned a command 
no'beuer than nominal, and retired to Wexford. 
Removing from this pofition, after a ftay of two 
days, they took poft on Slyceve-Keelter, a hiU 
which rifesovex the river of Rqfs, fprmed by tbc 
nnited ftreams of the Nore and Barrow, probably 
with defign to intercept the Xiavigatioa of this 
channel between Waterford, Rofs, and Duncan- 
pon-fort. In this they in fome degree fuccecded ; 
for, though they failed in their attempts on fome 
gun-boats, ir; their engagements with which 
fome lives were loft, they obliged fome fmall 
veflels to furrendejr ; in one of thefe was a maiU 
from which they learned much concerning the 
ftate of the kingdom ip geperal from n^ws-papersi 
and private letters. Here, by a tumultuous elec- 
tion, was chofen for general, in the place of Har- 
vey, Father Philip Roach, already rpemioocd as z 
leader at the battle of Tubberneering, a njan of 
large ftati^re and bpifterous manners, not ill 
sidapted to dlreA by influence th^ difprderly bands 
^mong whom he ad^ed. Without fuch influence, 
titles of command were merely nominal; nor 
among a number of chiefs in a rebel army, could 
any one with truth be faid to govern the whole 
body. The priefts, by their habitual government 
ii;i fpiritual matters, had naturally the principal 
fway, efpecially thofe whofe rage of bigotry wa$ 

moft 
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moft confpicuous^ Great numbers of the rebels 
acknowledged no other leader than Father John 
Murphy, the fanatic who firft raifed the flag of 
infurredion in the county of Wexford. 

Qjiitting the poft of Slyeeve-Keelter in three 
days after their arrival, the troops of Philip Roach 
occupied the hill of Lacken, within a mile of 
Rofs, where they formed a lefs irregular encamp- 
ment than ufual, many tents being erected for the 
lodgment of their officers. A detachment, fent 
henge for arms and ammunitioi;i to the town of 
Borris in the county of Carlow, twelve ipiles dif-, 
tant, on the 12th, was, by a fire of the garrifoa 
from th^ houfe of Mr. Cavenagh, ufed on the oc- 
cafion as a fortrefs, repulfed with the lofs of ten, 
killed and many wounded, wTiile only one foldier 
fell o» the fide of the loyalifts; but this handfome 
little town was in great part burned. With ex- 
ceptioq of this fruitlefs attempt, the bands, on 
Lacken lay ina6live, regaling themfelves - on the. 
flaughtered cattle aud liquors, which were pro-, 
cured in plenty from the country iu their ppffef-. 
fion, and fo negligent of their fafety, that, in any 
night after the two firft, they might have beeo, 
furprifed and put to the rout by * fmall detach- 
ment from the garrifon of Rofs. 

Inaftivity, at leaft procraftination, among the 
rebels was not ^confined to the army of Philip 
Roach ; for to the terrible repulfe at Rofs, received 
by their forces on the fouth-weftern border, was 
added an error ofcondud on the northern,, which, 
providentially for the Britifti empire in general, 

an4 
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and the protdlants of Ireland in particular, caufed 
the ruin of their fcheme. Many perfon^ are of 
opinion that government had, by burnings, im* 
prifonments, free quarter^ of foldiers, floggings^ 
and other fevere ineafure«, intended to force a 
partial infurredion of the United Irilh, in order 
that by the fupprjsfTion of it all fchemes of rebeU 
lion might be eradicated- In my opinion, to pre* 
vent, not raife infurreftions, rauft have been the 
objed of government ; thfc latter being too dan- 
gerous a ftratagem.for any wife politician to defign, 
If the rebels, immediately after the rout of Wal- 
pole's army, had advanced to i^rklow, they could 
have taken poffeflion of it without the leaft refif^ 
tance ; for the garrifon fled from i; on the morning 
of the 5thpf June, before day, to Wicklow* The 
infurgents then of the county of Wicklow, who 
had with the utmoft difficulty been kept in check 
by major Hardy, the commander in that part, and 
who had been repulfed in five different a6^ions, 
neither eafily defcribable, nor of ufe to be de- 
feribed, muft have become far more audacious, 
and have co-operated with the Wexfordian rebels. 
The garrifon of Wicklow muft, like that of Ark- 
low, have abandoned its poft, on the approach of 
the united multitudes, and fallen back on Bray, 
only'ten miles from the capital. The rebels might 
have proceeded with perpetual encreafing numbers, 
apd feized Bray in like manner ; and what in all 
probability would have been the effed of this mo- 
tion, when fo many thoufands in Dublin and the 
. adjacent counties were waiting for fuch an oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity to take arms, lam unwilliilg to ft?ite.. I 
am alfo unable to explain th^ motive for a piece: 
of conda£l in the officer who commanded in Ark* 
low when the garrifon was preparing for flight- 
Orders were iffued that no perfon ftiould be per* 
initted to qiiit the town until the garrifon had 
marched ; fo that if the rebels had come, as they 
were every moment expedled, the whole multitude 
of fugitive women and children of the loyalift 
party mufl: have fallen into their hands. If this 
order was intended lo prevent the intelligence of 
Walpole's defeat from being carried nbrthward^ 
it was quite nugatory, as that intelligence was 
conveyed by feveral different rOads ; * and to 
imagine that the coriimander propofed to delay 
the rebels in their purfuit of the garrifon by the 
incumbrance of this captive multitude, would be 
to charge him with bbth cruelty and folly. Thef 
condition, however, of the poorer fugitives was 
altered greatly for the better by the evacttation of 
Arklow, where they had been ftarving^ On their* 
way to Wicklow they were unmercifully plutidered 
by the foldiery, but on their arrival there they 
found a comfortable fubfiftence, contributed by 
the charitable inhabitants of that town and neigh- 
bourhood. 

As 

* An exaggerated account of this difafter was received by 
the difaffefted in Dublin before it was kndwn by the member* 
of admintftration at the caftle ; for the focietics of the confpi- 
racy had an eftabh'lhed mode of fpeedy conveyance by verbal 
lacffages from oue fecrctary to another* 
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As major Hardy was ignorant df the great force 
bf the rebels pofted at Gorey, he highly difap- 
proved of the evacuation of Arklow, a^nd com- 
manded the garrifon inftantly to return frorti 
Wicklow to their poll, without even permiflion to 
tafte any refrefhment. It was augmented on the 
fixth by the arrival of the Cavan regiment of mi- 
litia, and at one o'clock on the morning bf the 
9th by that of the Durham fenfibles* The arrival 
of this regiment, one of the beft difcipHned in the 
fervice of his Britannic majefty, was extremely 
critical, as it prevented the taking of Arklow by 
the rebels, the confequtnces of which would in 
all probability have been fo great and difaftrous 
that I ftiudder at the thoughts of them* This 
regiment had been mod remarkably aftive and fue- 
cefsful, in the preceding year, in the county bf 
Down, in difarming the United Iriih, and thereby 
preventing rebellion in that part. When ordered 
fouthward, on account of the 'infurreftion in 
Leinfter, an ambufcade of feven thoufand men 
Was placed in the county of Meath, to the north , 
of Balbriggen, to furround and cut it to pieces on 
its march ; but by the excellent difpofitions made 
by its leaders, colonel ^Skerrett, and lieutenant- 
colonel Bainbridge, it pafled this formidable am- 
bufcade without lofs, and arrived fafely in Dublin j 
whence, after much deliberation, and a delay 
dangerous at fuch a crifis, it w^s fent to Arklow; 
carriages being wifely procured for the men, in 
the French republican fafhion, that they might be 
brought unfatigued to the fcene of aftion. This 

wa5 
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Was fortunate ; for their utmoft vigour, difcipline^ 
^nd firmnefs, were foon put to a fevere trial. 

A few hours after their arrival, one of thofe 
ludicrous incidents occurred, which, amid the 
calamities of war, ferve to exhilarate the fpirits of 
military men* Two of the officers of this regt^ 
ment, paffing by the houfe of Mr. Miles CNeile^ 
in Arklow, where general Needham was quartered, 
and where a great breakfaft was prepared for the 
general and his guefts, were miftaken by a fervant 
for two of thefe guefts, and informed that break- 
fart was ready for them and their affociatcs. Thid 
intelligence being communicated, the Durham 
officers came inftantly in a body and devoured the 
whole breakfaft. One of them, captain Walling- 
tun, remaining behind the reft, affembled about 
him the drivers of the earriageis in which the regi- 
ment bad travelled from Dublin, to pay them k-^ 
verally their dues. The general, at length arriving 
with his company of hungry guefts, was at firft 
aftoniflied when he faw his lodgings occupied 
with a crowd of wrangling coachmen ; but foon 
being informed of the fate of his breakfaft, he 
burft into a rage, and drove out the intruders with 
fuch fury, that they, with their paymafter, tum* 
bled one over another in the ftreet, in their hafte 
to efcape. 

More ferious objefts in fomebours more engaged 
the attention of the troops. The rebels, who 
after the defeat of Walpole's army on the 41I1 of 
Junp, had wafted their time in ^burning the -town 
of Carnew, in trials of prifoners for orange-men^ 

the 
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t^6 pldnderiDg of houfes, and other ads of like 
nature, at length colle^led their force at Gorey^ 
and advanced to attack Arklow on the 9th, the 
only day in which that poft had been prepared for 
defence. Their number probably] amounted to 
twenty-feven thoufand, of whom near five thoufand 
Were armed with guns, the reft with pikes, which 
gave them in fome points of view the appearance 
of a moving foreft, and they were fumiftied with 
three ferviceablc pieces of artiller}'. The troops 
^ofted for the defence of this, it that time, moft 
important ftation, confifted of fixteeti hundred 
men, including yeomen, fupplementary men, and 
\hofe of the a'rtiHery. The rebels attacked the 
town on all fides, except that which is wafhed by 
the rivef. The approach of that column, which 
advanced by the fea ftiore, Was fo rapid, that the 
picket guard of yeoman cavalry ftationed in that 
quarter was in extreme danger, a party of the 
rebels having entered and fired what is called the 
lilhery, a part of the towii on that fide, compofed 
b£ thatched cabins, before they could effedl their 
fefcape, fo that they were obliged to gallop through 
the flames while the main body of this reSel co- 
lumn was at their heels. So great was the terror 
bf this troop of yeomen that moft of them ftdpped 
iiot their flight till they had croffed the river, 
Twimming their horfes, in great peril of drowning, 
acrofs that broad ftream. The farther progrefs of 
the affailarits was prevented by the charge of the 
t-egular cavalry, fuppdrted by the fire of the in- 
fantry, who had been formed for the defence of 

K \. the 
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the town, in a line compofed of three regiment^, 
with their battalion artillery, thpfe of the Armagh 
and Cavan n^ilitia," and the Durham fencibleit^ 
The main effort of the rebels, who coitimcnced 
the attack near four o'clock in the evening, was 
direded againft the ftation of the Durham, whofe 
' line extended through the field in front of the 
town to the road leading from Gorey. 

As the rebels poured their fire from the ftielter 
of ditches,' fo that the oppofite fire of the Ibldiery 
had no effeft, colonel Skerret, the fecond in com- 
mand, to whom major-general Needham, the fii^ft 
in command, had wifely given difcretionary 
orders to rnake the beft ufe of his abilities and pro- 
fcflional fkill, commanded his men to ftand with 
ordered arms, their left wing covered by a breaft- 
work, until the enemy leaving their cover Ihould 
advance to an open attack. This open attack was 
made three times in moft formidable force, the 
affailants rufhing within a few yards of the can- 
nons mouths ; but they were received with lb 
clofe and effedive a fire, thatthey were rcpulfed 
with great flaiighter in every attempt. The Dur- 
hams were not onlyexpofed to the fire of the 
cnemy^s fmall arms, but were allb galled by their 
cannon. A piece of thefe, direfted at firft much 
too high, defignedly by a foldier, taken prifoner 
by^the rebels, of the name of Shepherd, appointed 
to manage the gun, was afterwards levelled fo by 
Efmond Kyaii, a rebel chief, that it broke the 
caniage of one of the battalion guns, and ob- 
liged the left wing of the regiment to fhift its 

ground 
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gvdund, by advancing twenty paces, to avbid'be- 
ing enfiladed by the Ihot. One' of the balU car- 
ried away the whole belly of a foldier, who yet 
lived fomfe mintites icf that miferable condition, 
extended on the ground, and ftretching forth hfis 
hands to his aflbciates. Whatever talents general 
Needham may have poffeffed as at leader, of which 
1 think it not neceffary to give my Opinion, he 
difplayed for ft^me time the courage of a foldieri 
riding from poft to port expofed to the enemy's 
fire. He, however, at laft, began to talk of a 
retreat. The refolution of colonel Skerret, oil 
that occifibn, faved Arklow, and, in my opinion, 
the kingdom. His reply to the getiefal, when 
addrefled oh the fiibjeft of a retreat, was in words', 
to this ej(fe(S. " We cannot hope for viftory 
*^ otherwife than by prcfefving our ranks: if we 
'^ break, all is loft ; and frbni the fpirit which I 
^' have fe^n difplayed at this awful crifis by the 
*• Durhj^ni fegiment, I caii never bear the idea of 
*' its giving ground." By thismagi^animous an-' 
fwer of the colonel, which had the full approba- 
tion of lieutenant-colonel Bainbridge and the. 
other officers, the general was diverted fome time 
from his fcheme of a retreat, and in that time the 
bufinefs M/2ts decided by the retreat of the rebels, 
who retired in defpair, when fruftrated in their 
moft ftirious affault, iti which Father Michael 
Murphy, prieft of BallycannoO, was killed by a 
cannon ftiot, within thirty yards of the Durham 
line, while he was leading his people to the at- 
tack. This prieft had been fupipofed by the more 

K 2 ignorant 
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ignorant of his followers to be invulnerable hy 
bullets or any other kind of weapon ; to confirm 
them in which belief he frequently fhewed them 
mufket balls, which he faid he caught in his hand* 

' 9S they flew from the guns of the enemy. Though 
I was well acquainted with the extreme credulity 
<yf the lower clafles of my Romanift countrymen, 
I couW not give credit to this account until I 
found it confirmed beyond a doubt by various 
ctoneurring teftimoniel The fame divine protct- 
tlou was believed to be poffefled by Father John, 
the famous fanatic already mentioned. 

This battle, though not altogether the moft 
bloody, was perhaps the mofl: important of this 
'^dLTy fince it probably decided the fate of Ireland-, 
As the rebels were not purfued, for a purfuil 
ivould have been very hazardous, particularly 
near the dofe of the evening, which was the time 
of their retreat, they carried away moft of their 
'Wounded, fo that their lofs could not be afcer* 
tained, but may have amounted to three or four 
hundred* The lofs of the Durham regiment, oiit 
4>f three hundred and fixiy men, of which it con- • 
fitted, was twenty privates killed and wounded. 
One of its officers only received a hort, captain 
JHblmes of the grenadier company, the corner of 

. ►'whofe eye was grazed by a mufket ball, which 
.caufed an effufion of blood and a moft excruci- 
ating pain. This he fupported with furprizing 
^fortitude, remaining at his poft, and continuing 
to perform his duty. The lofs of men fuftained 
by the reft of the army I eould not accurately 

learn j 
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learn ; but it was very fmall, mucb lefs than 
might hgve been expefted ; for though the weight 
of the combat lay on the Durhams, the adlion was 
everywhere warm, and the defence bravely main- 
tained. 

As the repulfe at Arklow decided the fate of th« 
rebellion, fo it fortunately left undecided aqucf- 
tion how f^r the Romanifts would have carried 
religious animofity if the infurredlion had b^en 
fuccefsful. The violent afls of the insurgents in 
Gorey and its neighbourhopd were not near lo 
great as in th^e fputhern parts of the county. Of 
the latter I ftiall fpeak hereafter. The form^ 
might, by an advpcate of their caufe, be coloUrv?4 
with a pretext of retaliation, fince ads of the famr 
kind had been committed by the loyalifts, as the 
burning of houfes, the quartering of men on fami- 
lies for fubj^ftence, imprifonments, trials of prifon- 
ers by court-martial, the Ihooting of prifoner^ 
without any trial, and the infulting of others by 
cropping th^ hair and covering the head with a 
pitched cap. But an opinion is entertained, I 
fear indeed with too mugh foundation, that if the 
poft of Arklow had been taken, and thus a wid^ 
profpeft opened for the fuccefs of the rebellion, 
the proteftants remaining in the power of the re- 
bels in the county of Wexford were to be niaffa* 
cred, with few exceptions. Many alfo believe 
that the perfons excepted from this firft maffacre 
were jdeftined for an ultimate flaughter on the final 
foceefs of the infurgents, and that even the leaders 
(Xfthe rebels, who were proteftants, were to be in- 
cluded 
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eluded in this profcription. The war from the be- 
ginning, in dire<a violation of the oath of United 
Irifhmen, had taken a religious turn, as every civrt 
war in the fouth or weft of Ireland muft* be expeft- 
ed to take, by any man well acquainted with the 
prejudices of the inhabitants. The terms protcft- 
ant aad orangeman were almoft fynonymous wiih 
the mafs of the infiirgents ; and the proteft-ants 
whom they meant to favour, were generally bap- 
tized into the Romifh church by the priefts of tha* 
'communion. But whatever degree of i'eligfous: 
bigotry or party hatred had been hitherto difcovcr- 
«d by the infurgents in general, many individuals 
iiad evinced much humanity in their endeavour®:, 
to mitigate the fury of their affociates. 

'Th^ rebels had burned only a Very fmalljpart 
^f the town of Gorey, and only twohoufes of gen- 
tlemen in its immediate vicinity, thofe of Ramf^ 
fort and Clonattin ; the former, the manfion oP 
Stephen Ram, Efq. the latter^ that of colonel Abel 
Ram, of the Wexford regiment of militia. As the 
owner of the latter was bravely fighting againft 
the infurgents, itsdeftru6lion can eaufe no furprife^ 
though it was much regretted by many among 
them, becaufe his father and himfelf in fucceffion. 
bad been remarkable for their humanity and ge- 
nerofity to their tenants. The very amiable cha- 
rafter of the femaleswho had dwelt in the former— . 
lady Charlotte Ram, fifter of the earl of Courtown, 
and her daughters, who poflefs the difpofition of 
the Stopford family — might have been expe6ted to 

faye 
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fave if from the flames, "fince the veneration of the 
infurgents for a charafter of extraordinary benefi- 
cence, even when the perfon poffeffed of it was in 
direft oppofition both to their political and religi- 
ous principles, was demonftrated in a manner 
which the modefty of the perfon concerned penr,\tl 
pie not to mention. 

Rcpulfed at Arklow, the rebels were obliged to 
adopt a defenfive plap. They hoped to maintain 
at leaft fome of their pofts until the arrival of a 
French army fhould alter the ftate of affairs. Thef 
intended not, however, to omit any opportunity of 
annoying their opponents in the interim ; and the 
main body of their force, pofted at Gorey, moved 
away twielve miles, to a place called Mountplea- 
fant, near the town of Tinnehely, in the county of 
Wicklow. This town and neighbourhood had 
hitherto been prote&ed by the adlivity of the pro- 
teftant inhabitants, who, in the preceding April, 
had embodied themfelves, to the number of a 
hundred and fifty-one, under the title of tlje True-^. 
Blues of Tinnehely, choofing Henry Morton,. Efq. 
the next refident magiftrate, for their leader ; and 
uniting with the Shilela company of yeoman in- 
fantry under captain James Morton, in conjunftion 
with whom they performed regular and adive 
duty both day and night. The town was now, on 
the 17th of June, burned, and many hou/es ip the 
country around ; many perfons were put to death 
with pikes, under the charge of being orangemen; 
and many more would have fuffered if they had 
not been fpared, at the humane interceffion of a 

Romanifl 
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Romanift lady, a Mrs. Maher, in that neighbour-^ 
hood. The True-Blyes,^^yi;hQ . h^d j^etreated to, 
Hacketftown, fix miles diftant, returned, laccarn- 
panied by other companies and troops of yeomen^ 
(the whole forming a body of about five hun- 
dred men,) to attack the rebels ; but finding them. 
fiirniflied with cannon, and their number forniida- 
ble, tbey again retreated to the fame poft. On- 
the following day, the i8th of June, a confidcrable. 
body of troops, which had arrived from Bahin- 
^lafs^ under the co-mmand of lieutenant-general- 
Dundas, furnifhed with a train of artillery, march- 
e.d from Hacketflown, where the True-Blues were 
left as a garrifon, and went to atta^i^k^li^^ j;?bels at 
Tinnehely ; but thefe had retreated, arid taken, 
poft on Kilcavan hill' — a lofty eminence two miles: 
diftant from Carnew. This army of infurgcnta, at . 
whofc head was Garret Byrne^ of Ballymanus> a. 
Roraifti gentleman of the. county of Wicklow, had: 
intended to furprife Hackctftown, but were pre- 
vented by the arrival of the trpops under Dun- 
das. Thefe. troops, forming a juixSlion with, 
thofe of general Loftus from TuHow, marched to, 
attack the rebels on Kilcavan. Tofurroynd and 
oblige the whole body to furrender, was thought 
by many a matter of eafy accomplifhment ; bi?t 
this was judged by general Lake, who commanded 
the combined forces on that occafion^ either not 
prafticable or not advifable ; for^ after a cannon- 
ade on both fides with little execution, and tre- 
mendous ftiouts pf defiance from the rebels, with 
their hats raifed on pikes, according to their con- 

ftant 



.^k^m^Sks^'^^^^^i^ 




Digitized by VjOQQIC 



IRISH REBEI^tlON. 157 

(lant practice, the general retired to Camew, and 
Byrne's army, the fame night, th^ 2:0th of June, 
direded its inarch to Vinegar-hill. 

,During thcfe tranfaftions, the rebels who. had 
remained i^ Gorey and its neighbourhood were 
gradually dlfperfmg. A part of them retired to 
Wexford, bringing with them the prifoners who 
had be<n confined in the market-houfe of Gorey. 
Thefe had been feverely treated ; they bad beca 
fupplied with food only onge in the twenty-four 
hours, cropped, pitch-capped, an^ expofed .from 
the windows to the infulis of the ihouting nrnltU 
tudes oil their march to attack ^rklow, ' Some . 
had been ftiot or piked to death. The mafs of re- 
.^naini^g rebels took thcr ftation oa the hill of 
Afk, above a mile from Gorey, on the way to Ark- 
low. After? the battle at the la^ft-named town, the 
royal army remained fome days clofe within its 
quarters there, fending out patroles with great cau- 
tion, at firft to a very fmall diftan.cc, and after- 
wards gradually farther. At l.aft a troop of yeo- 
inan cavalry ventured fo far oa the r^^id to\yar4 
Gorey as to approach near the relei Aadon oa 
Afk hill. This poll Had been fo thinned by per- 
petual defertions, that not more than about a hun- 
dred men fit for aftiou were then remaining in it^ 
gnd thefe without a leaden How very differently 
diflferejit men may be excited to a<Sl by their natui- 
ral feelings, when under no external controul, oji 
^thc fudden appearance of danger, was forcibljp- 
$iewn on this occafion. About half of the rebel 
ijfajriors fled with precipitation at the approach of 

the 
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the cavalry ; while the feft of them, (tripping to 
their ftiirts, that they might be more expedite for 
the bufinef:^, ran full fpeed to charge the cavalry 
with their pikes : but the latter avoided the attack, 
a^nd retreated to Arklo^v with expedition. Imme^ 
diately after this the country about Gorey was 
completely evacuated by the rebels, to the np 
fmalljoy of maijy loyalift families, who, by the 
fudden and unexpefted viftory over Walpole, had 
been prevented from efcaping^ and on whom the 
enemy had been living at free quarter. 

The army, at laft, under major-general Need- 
ham, moved from Arklow to Gorey, on the 19th, 
of June, and thence toward Ennifcorthy on the 
20th, according to a concerted plan, conduced by 
^lieutenant - general Lake, that the great ftatioij 
'of the rebels at Vinegar-hill fhould be flirrounded 
by his majefty's forces, and attacked in all points 
at once. For this purpofe different armies moved 
at the fame time from different quarters — one un- 
der lieutenant-general Duiidas; another under 
^najor-generals Sir James Duff and Loftus ; that' 
already mentioned from Arklow; and a fourth, 
from Rofs, under major-generals Johnfon and 
Euftace — ^who were to make the attack oi\ the 
town of Ennifcorthy. 'the march of the army 
from Rpfs was a kind of fuiprifc to the bands of 
Philip Roach on Lacken hill, who fled in the ut- 
moft confufion, leaving their tents and a great ^ 
quantity of plunder behind ; and feparating into 
two bodies, one of which took its way to Wexford, 

the 
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the Other to Vioegar-hill, where the VVcxfordiaa 
infurgents were concentrating their force. 

This now famous emiijence, rather infamous as 
a fcetie of religious butchery, had, with the town 
• of Ennlfcorthy at its foot, and the country f^r 
around, been in pofleflion of the rebels above 
three weejcs frortj the 28th of May. During a!l 
this time the face of affairs had been indefcribabljr 
hideous. Horrors and inceffant apprehenfions 01 
death attended the haplefs proteftants who had pot 
cffefted their efcape Irom the devoted ground: — 
they were every where feized ; a few put to death 
where they were difcovered, but moft of them 
dragged to Viaegar-hill, where, after a ftiam trial, 
often without any form of trial, they were (hot, or 
transfixed with pikes ; many laftied, or otherwifc 
barbaroufly treated before, the filial execution.— 
To ftate with indubitable accuracy the exa6l 
number of men thus butchered in this fatal fpot I 
will not pretend to fay ;f but it appears froip un- 
queftionable documents to have fallen little fhort 
of four hundred. The bloody lift of facrifices 
immolated to the fpirit of religious or civil ran- 
cour, far more efpecially the former, would have 
ftill been longer, if individual humanity or friend- 
Ihip had not in fome inftances interpofed to arreft 
the hand of murder. This interpofition came 

fometimes 

f Sir R. Mufgrave fays that he has been afiurcd that the 
number exceeded five hundred; and doubtlefs his meritorious in* 
duftry to afcertain the fadl is to be confidered as entitled to t 
^oiijdfrablc degree of credit* — See his hook, page 373. 
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fometimcs from a quarter whence it was leaft ex- 
pedcd. Thus Philip Roach was in appearance 
fierce and fanguinary; yet feveral perlons now 
living owe their lives to his boifterous interference. 
An inftance may ferve in fome fmall degree to 
iiluftrate rhe tumultuous tranfa£lions pf thefe ca-. 
lamitous times. 

Two protcftants in a refpedlable fituation in 
life, brothers, of the name of Robinfon, inhabitants 
of the parifh of Killegny, being feiz^d and carried 
to Vinegar-hill, fome of their Roman-catholic te- 
nants, anxious for their fafety, galloped, at full 
fpeed to Roach's quarters at Lacken, and begged 
his afliftance- He immediately fent an ex^refs. 
with orders to bring the two Robinfons to Lacken, 
pretending to have charges of a. criminal nature 
againft them, for which they ftiould be tried^ The 
mifcreants on Vinegar-hill, who were preparing to 
butcher thefe men, though they were advanced in 
years, and unimpeachable with any other crime 
than that of proteftantifm, on receipt of Roach's 
orders, relinquiftied their prey, not doubting that 
death awaited them at Lacken, But Roach, whofe 
obje^ was to fnatch thefe innocent men from the 
jaws of the blood-hounds, immediately on their 
arrival at his quarters, gave them written protec- 
tions, and fent them to their homes, where they ' 
w^ere foon after in danger of being hanged by the 
king's troops, who were too ready to pronounce 
difloyal all fuch as had been fpared by the rebel 
parties. , 

A few 
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A few jperfons, after being fuppofed to be llain 
Outright, recovered fp far as to attempt an efcape^ 
but were apprehended in the attempt, and finally 
difpatched. The recovery of Charles Davis of 
Ennifcorthy, a glazier, was Extraordinary. After 
having remained four days concealed in the fink 
of ^ privy, during which time he had ^o other fuf-* 
tenance than the raw bpdy of a cock, which had 
by accident alighted on the feat, he fled from this 
loathfome abode, but was taken at fome diftance 
from the town, brought to Vinegar-hill, Ihot thro' 
the body and one of his arms, violently ftruck in 
feveral parts of the head with thrufts of a pike, 
which, however, penetrated not into the brain, 
• and thrown into a grave on his back, with a heap 
of earth and flones over him. His faithful dog 
having fcraped away the covering from his face, 
and cleanfed it by licking the blood, he returned 
to life after an interment of twelve hours, dream- 
ing that pikemen were proceeding to ftabhim,and 
pronouncing the name of Father Roach, by whofe 
iliterpofition hehopedtobercleafed. Somefuper- 
ftitious perfons hearing the name, and imagin- 
ing the man to have been revivified by the favour 
of Heaven, in order that he might receive falva- 
tion from the prieft, by becoming a catholic, he^ 
fore his final departure, took him from the grave 
to a houfe, and treated him with fuch kind atten- 
tion that he recovered, and is now living in appa- 
rently perfect health. 

The exception of the proteftants of Killegny, a 
parifh five miles to the fouth^weft of Eiinifcctf-thy, 

of 
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6f which I ars at prefent the incumbent, frdm ttid 
general flaughter bf fuch as fell into the hands of 
the rebck in this part of the country, is fomewhat 
remarkable, not 6he proteftant of this pariftl 
having been killed in the I'ebelliofi, nor a houfe 
bumecl. Thefe people, furrounded on all fide^ 
before thet wfcre aware, fbund flight imprafticable; 
Their prefertation, befide fecond^ry caufes, ap- 
})ears chiefly afcribable to their temporifing cdn-^ 
formify with the Romifli worfliip, ^nd to the 
very laudable cbnduft of the parifh prieft, Father 
Thomas Rogers, who, without any hint of a wifh 
for their aftual converlion, encouraged the belief 
of it among his bigotted flock; A few indeed of 
the pborcr fort of proteftants in this parifli remaiA 
to this day cdnformifts, probably through fear of 
a fecond infurredlion. I'he Rev. Samuel Francis^, 
lEny predeceffor, and his family, after being once 
brought to the Romifli chapel, were permitted to 
remain at home ; but were in danger of periftiing 
for want of fuftenance, until vifluals were fentt 
them by the fame pneft, and by a Roman Catholit 
family of the name of Fitzhenry. Mr. Francis, 
however, died five months after the rebellion, ^ 
perhaps in confequcnce of the agitations of mind 
which he had fufiered. We may naturaHy fuppofe, 
from the then prevailing temper of the multitude, 
that the fate of the proteftants of Killegny wa^ 
only fufpendcd, and that a longer continuance of 
the rebel force in this quarter muft have involved 
their deftruftion. A ruthlefs mob were collefling 
the pFOteftant<i of both fexes in the adjoining 

parifli 
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parilh of Killan, with intention to bum them 
alive in the parjfh church, or, according to their 
phrafe, to make an orange pye of them, for which 
purpofe a fufBcient quantity of faggots was pre- 
pared, when a body of brave yeomen from Kiled-^ 
mond in the coianty of Carlow, and the march of 
the army from Rofs, prevented the execution of 
the infernal defign. 

This army, together with all the troops already 
mentioned, commande;d to march from different 
quarters to furround the rebel poft of Vinegar-hill^ 
conftituted in the whole anjount a force of above 
thirteen thoufand effeftive men, with a formidable 
train of artillery. With fuch a force the whole 
infurgent army at this poft, in which lay almoft 
the whole ftrength of the rebellion, muft have 
been annihilated by flaughter or furrendry, if the 
plan had been well executed. The attack began 
at feven o'clock on the morning of the 21ft, with 
a firing of cannon and mortars, and all the armies 
were in their feveral pofts, except that of general 
Needham, who arrived not at the appointed pofi* 
tion till nine, when the bufinefs was over. For 
this the honorable commander can doubtiefs ac- 
count in the moft fatisfa<aory manner, though the 
matter is not clear to me.* However this and other 

occurrences 

* Sir R. Mufgravc fays that this piece of conduct of general 
Needham drofc from orders inconfiftcnt, and impoflible to be 
executed, fent him by general Lake. As general Lake it cer- 
tainly of no fuch puny intclleA as to merit the title of an old 
woman f he had doubtiefs good reafons for what orders he iflued, 
and knew how to apply each inftrument to its proper purpofe. 
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.<M?et2rreiices gave occafion to fomc ill-ti attired 
perfons tobeftowbn him the, epithet ol the /at^ 
general ^eedham. The rebels after fuftaining the 
fire of the artillery for an hour and a half, aban- 
doned their ftation and fled where the paffage lay 
open for them, which paffage has been ludicroafly 
termed Needham's gap^ moff of them dirdfting 
their courfe toward Wexford. Some hundreds 
were killed, who were found ftraggling from thci: 
Inain body after the battle ; but unfortunately 
ilmoft all the real rebels efcaped, and the killeci 
were perfons who had been forced away contrary 
to their inclinations, and who took this opportunity 
of efcaping from the rebel army, brft, aS they 
could not be diftinguifhed, found no mercy ; fome 
of them were loyal prdteflaiits prifoners, with the 
rebels. As the flight was precipitate, they left 
behind them a great qdantity of rich plutider> 
together with all their caiinon, amounting to thir- 
teea in number, of which three were fix pounders.- 
The lofs on the fide of the king's forces was very 
inconfiderable, t though one officer, lieutenant 
Sandys df the^ Longford militia was killed, and 
Jour others flightly wounded, colonel King of the 
Sligo regiment, colonel VelVy of the county of 
Dublin regiment, ' lord Blancy, and lieutenant- 
colonel Cole. Ennifcorthy being thus recovered 
after having been above three weeks in the hands 
of t*he rebels, many loyalifis in it were relieved 

froni 

f The lofs in general Johtifon's army alpne, which fuffcredf 
xnoft, amounted to twenty; 1c llleil, ilxty-feven wounded, and fir 
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itom i di'eadfal ftate of terror and diftreft. Ex- 
ccflea, as muft beexpefled in fuch a ftate of affairs, 
were committed by the foldiery, particularly by 
the HefliaiftVobps, who co-Opefated with the Bri* 
tifh on this occafiod, and made no diftinftion be- 
tween loyalifts and rebels. The moft remarkable 
a6l of this kind was the firing of a houfe which 
had been nfed as an hofpital by the rebels, where 
a number of men, fourteen at leaft, who by wounds 
and ficknefs were unable to cfcape from theflames, 
were burned to alhes. I merely mention the faft, 
whieh is too confonant with the fpirit of civil and 
religious warfare. Different readers will judge 
differently according, to their feveral feelings anci 
prejudices.f ^ , 

- ^rhe to\^tf 6f Wexford \^as telieved on the fame 
day with Ennifcorthy. Brigadier-general Moore, 
according to the plan formed by general L^ke^ 
having made a riiovement toward that quartei^ 
from the fide of Rofs, on the 19th, with a body of 
troops furnifhed with artillery ; and having direft- 
cd his march to Taghmon, in his intended way to 
Ennifcorthy, on the 20th, was, on his way thither, 
between one ^nd two o'clock in the afternoon, 
attacked by a large force of the enemy from Wex- 
ford, perhaps five or fix thoufand, n^ar a place* 
called Goff 's bridge, not far from Horetown.— * 
After in a£^io|i, which continued till near eight, 
ihe rebels were repulfed with confiderable llaugh- 

t ter, 

«. 

t t am informed by a furgcort, that the burning was accickn- 
tal ; the bed-clothes being fct en fire by the wadding of the 
foldiers' guns, who were (hooting the patient* la their bcdfc 
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^er, n0t without fome lofsoa tlie other fide, tho' 
the only two officers mortally wounded were ma- 
jor Dajpiiel and lieutenant Green. This engagc- 
metit, fought in loofe array^orin fcattered parties, 
over a wide extent of ground, was, if I have not 
^lifconceived it on a comparifon of feveral ac- 

. counts from fpedators of the fcene, the bed foughi. 
battle of the croppy war, with refpedl to manoeu- 
vres of the field on both fides. By the pofitions 
ap:d evolutions of the foldiery, and their own 

. want of fubordination to their chiefs, the.pikemea 
of the rebels were prevented from coming into ac- 
tion; while no more, I am credibly iAformed, 
than i&ve hundred and fixty of their gun-m^n were 
engaged. Yet the con\bat was lofig doi^tfifeL In 
. the ftiprt fpace of three weeks an undifcipUned 
and unor^anifed mob had arrived at fome degree 
of military fkill, and acquired much refolution in 
tjattle : — aleflbn to governments to lofe no time ia 
tftkin§ th<5 moll efficacious means in their power to 
extinguifti rebellion in its firft blaze \ 

Joined by two regiments under lord Dalhoufie^ ^ 
the army took poll on the field of battle; and oa 
the morning of the 21ft was proceeding to Ta^h- 
won, when captain M'Manus, of the Antrim, and 
lieutenant Hay, of the North-Cork militia, who 
had been prifoners with the rebels, arrived with 
proppfak from the inhabitants of Wexford to fur- 
rcQtJer the town, and to return to their allegiance, 

. provided that their lives and properties ftiouW Tdc 
guaranteed by the commanding officer. ^ Tp thefe 
propofals, which were forwarded to his fuperior 

commander. 
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commander, no anfwer was returned by general 
Moore; but, inftead of proceeding to Taghmon, 
be immediately direfted his march to Wexford, 
and ftationed his army within a mile of that town* 
The loyalifts of Wexford, like thofc of Ennif- 
corthy, had, fince the place had fallen into the 
hands of the infurgents, been in a ftate of woe and; 
inceflant fear. Of a vaft number of proteftants 
aflembled in this place, inhabitants of the town^ 
and refugee^ and prifoners frpm feveral part« of 
the country, two hundred and fixty were confined 
in the gci^l, and other places of imprifooment ; the 
reft wer^ prifoners in their houfes, under perpetuat 
. apprehejafipa^B of being Ihot, piked, or ftarved to 
deathviiAtiQngahe latter was the Rev, John 
Elgee, f eSot of Wi^yford, whofc life was favcd by 
the gratitude of fome of the loweft of the people, 
for the Chriftian charity which be had On all oc- 
caficM^ m^pifefted to unfortunate wretches com« 
Biitted to the public prifon. Great numbers were 
f^Vied by the humane endeavours of the chiefs 
M^bofe. influence, though very far from controuling 
feheifodous rabble in all cafes, had fo far an effeft 
^to prevent the maflfacres of Wexford, (which 
were, however, horribly -atrocious) from equalling 
iti extent thofe of Ennifcorthy. The chiefs them- 
fefves, particula^y thofe few among them who 
had been educated in the protcftant religion, 
were in perpetual danger of death, or violence at 
leaft^ from the ungovernable multitude, whom 
they Hl^i- US wifely hoped lo command* A ftronj 
inftance of this was, that captain Keugh, who had 

^ ^ been 
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Ijeen appomted governor of Wexford by the re- 
bels, was one day, as he was fitting in committee 
with a number of other chiefs, arretted by a com- 
mon fellow, by the authority of the rabble^ as a 
traitor in league with orangemen ; and when the 
arreft was refined by the members of the commit- 
tee, the enfuriate multitude without, who were 
crowded together in thoufands in the ftreets, roar- 
ed with horrid vehemence to thofe who flood 
mpft convenient for the purpofe, to drive out the 
committee, and pull down the houfe. This alarm- 
ing tumult was appeafed by the addrefs of Keugh, 
who, in a fpeech from a window, difplayed on the 
occafion no defpicable talent of eloquence. 
J As I am fully perfuaded that moft, 1 hope all, 
of the rebel officers who had received the educa- 
tion of gentlemen, moft certainly thofe who were 
proteftants, would have prevented maflacres, if it 
had been in their power, fo I have reafon to be- 
Ueye that fome low-bred perfons, chofen to this 
rank by the rebels, rather inftigated than reftrain- 
cd the fanguinary difpofition of the rabble. Of 
the.lattprdefcription appears to have been Thomas: 
Dixon, who from a captain, and in part owner, of 
a trading veffel, became captain in the rebel army; 
a mail who, like Robefpierre, and other unfeeling 
D(ionfters in the French revolution, would proba- 
bly, Jn cafe of fuccefs on the fide of the rebels, 
h^ye endeavoured to raife himfelf to eminence by 
exciting the loweft of the rabble, under the mafk 
Qf zeal for their caufe, to the murder not only of 

aU 
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all thofe who had not acceded to their party, but 
alfo of the then exifting chiefs of the infurredlion. 
Orange futniture being found by the wife of this 
man in the di*awing room of Mr. Le Hunte, four' 
miles from Wexford, particularly two firefcreens 
with emblematical figures, Dixon informed] the 
Uiob that this ifeom had been the meeting place of 
Orangemen, and that the figures denoted the man-^ 
ner in which the Roman catholics were to be put 
to death by thefe confpirators ; that they were tO' 
be firft deprived of their fight, and then burned 
^live, without the exception even of children > and 
particularly thatthefeamen of this communion were 
to be roafted to death on red-hot anchors. Lc 
Hume, who had hitherto beenr permitted to- re- 
main with little moleftation in a private houfe in 
the town, was inftantly dragged into the ftreet by 
the Jrabble, who would foon have torn him in 
pieces, if h^ had not been faved by the exertions 
of two of the (jhiefs, Edward Hay and Robert 
Carty, who hurried him into the gaol, under pre- 
tence of bringing him to trial, and parried in the 
crowd the thrufts of the pikes, two of which, iu 
fpite of their endeavours/wounded him flightly in 
^he back. 

In fo perturbed a ftate of affairs, amo^ng a mob 
^ abfurdly credulous, fo inflammable and feroci- 
ous, a general-mafTacre might juftly be apprehend- 
ed ; and if partial maffacres had frequently taken 
place, we could not be furprifed. On the 6th of 
June, the day after the battle of Rois, perhaps as 
animmplation to the departed fouls of Romanifts 

killed 
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l^illed in tliat hlocxdy cncoumer, tevC merv 
were fele^ed for execution by a rebel guard 
fent for that purpofe from Et^nifcorthy. Thefe 
vi6iims were proteftants from tbat unfortunate 
place ; and thither they were Qonveyed back by 
the guard, and maffacred. The difference in dcr 
gree of rcfentment fhewn by the rebels to the Icy- 
alifts of Ennifeorthy apd Wexford, inay have 
^rifen from the diflferept receptions which they had 
found at thefe two towns \ the yeoraeii and yoliuu- 
tccrs of the former having fought with a valour 
fatal tj many of the affailants, while the latter had 
ferrendered without a ftruggle, the poll being 
abaridojacd by the army, whofe retreat was noti- 
fied by a deputation to the re^K This diftinc-. 
tion, however, ^ould produce only a ihort refpite. 
At length, ©n the zoth of June, commenced a 
great maffacre, doubtlefs intended to be. much 
greater, probably univerfal, of all the prifoners, 
perhaps of a;ll the |pyaHft& in Wes^ford. The vic- 
tims were condu6led in fiicx^effive parcels, of from^ 
ten* to twenty, with horrible folemnity— each par- 
eel furrounded by its guard of butehers, and pre-; - 
ceded by a black flag marked with a white crofs, 
to the place of execution, where they were variouf- 
ly put to. death, one after another,' but moftly each 
by four men at once, who^ {landing two before and 
two behind the vi6lim, thrull their pikes into. the 
l>ody, apd raifing it from the ground, held it fuf- 
pended, writhing with pain, while any fighs of life, 
appeared. Some were flaughtered at the goal,; 
Ibme at the raarket-^io^fe; bi;tt the great butchery. 
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was on the bridge — a magnificent wooden fabric, 
ill adapted, from the beauty and gaiety of its ap- 
pearance, for fuch hideous exhibitions. As an 
entertaining fpe^acle, in fadl, it feems to haVe 
been regarded by a multitude of wretches, the 
greater part women, aflembled to behold it, who 
rent the air with fhouts of exultation on the arrival 
of each freflti parcel of viftims at the- fatal fpot.-^ 
The wife of Thomas Dixon, already mentioned, a 
worthy aflbciate of fuch a man, requefted that the 
prifoners, inftead of being flaughtered at the goal, 
fliould be conduced to the bridge for the purpofe, 
that the people might have the pkafure of feeing 
them. Dixon himfelf is faid to have prepared hiS 
immediate followers for their bloody work bj^ 
whiQcey, and to have takjen poffeffion of the towii 
and goal while the main body of the r^bel garrifon 
was on its march againft general Moore. 

When ninety-feven men had been deliberately 
butchered in fucceffion, the flaughter, which had 
commenced at two o'clock in the afternoon, was 
fuddenly flopped at feven, by the interference of 
Father Curran, and the annunciation of the alarm- 
ing intelligence that the poft of Vinegar-hill was 
befet by the king's troops, and that reinforcements 
were required in, that quarter. Father Curran 
having vainly fupplicated the aflaflins to defift, 
commanded them to praiy before they Ihould pro- 
ceed farther in the work of death ; and having thus 
caufed them to kneel, didated a prayer that God 
would Jhew the fame mercy to thjem which they Jkoull 
Jhew tothefurvivingp-ifoners. The refpite thus pror 

cured 



, Digitized by 



Google 



7S^ HISTORY OF THE ^ 

cured would Jiave doubtlefs been fhort, if the ex- 
hortations of the prieft had not been aided by the 
news of danger, which was announced aloud by 
fopiQ perfon, faid to be Richard Moiiagh^n, or 
Monck, arriving haftily in the ^ovvn, and whic^ 
caufed the multitude of fp^ftators imniediatcly to 
4ifperfe,f The furviving captives at the bridge 
. were after a fhort paufe re-condu^ed to prifon by 
their guard, who fwore that the next day neither 
man, woman, nor child of the prpteftants. iu We:;- 
fprd (hoyld be left alive. 

Much has been writteij in the accufatton and 
defence of the Romanift clergy of Wexford, who 
$re faid to haverefufedto interfere until five hours 
.j)f butchery had elapfed, and the pews of the me- 
nacing movements of the^ king's for-ces arrived ; 
though their Influeqce might \>e fuppofed as pow- 
erful at two o'clock, when the maffacre commenc- 
ed, as at fevfcn. I muft cqnfeft myfelf incompe- 
tent to form an accurate judgment in this control 
verfy. To attempt to flop the (laughter of real pr 
fuppofed rebels, whei^'e the loyalifts were vidiori- 
ous, would h^ve been not only altogether fruitlefs 
in a proteftant clergyman, but even extremely 
dangerous to his perfpnal fafety. Certiinly the 
influence of the Romifti clergy over their follow- 
ers (which, however, feems at prefent in a ft ate of 

decline) 

f Monaghap had been what is called mayt^r of JohrCs-Jlreet^ an 
ofiicer peculiar to Wexford, eled^ed by the lowed clafs of inha- 
bitatits, who pay him a voKintary obedience in various regula- 
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decline) is beyond all comp^rifon greater than 
that of jthe proteftant over theirs: yet to what 
extent that influence might, among lb infuriate a 
rabble, have been fafely or fuccefsfully exerted ; 
or how far conftitutional timidity, or well-ground- 
ecjfear, may bcjuftly ^dnutted as a plea, I cannot 
pretend to determine. Dr, Caulfield, the Romifli 
bifhop, fucceeded, wjth apparently extreme diffi* 
culty, in his epdeavours to refcue from the affaf- 
fins, lord JCingfborough, colonel of the North* 
Cork regiment of militia, ,who had rendered him- 
fclf particqlaxly an objeft of hatred, at leaft, to the 
rebels, by adions, concerning the utility of which 
to the loyal party I fhall not prefume to give, judg- 
ment, btit leave the decifion to the loyalifts of 
V^exford, who faw the exapiple which he fet, and 
the difcipline which he maintained in the regi- 
ment, f The limitation of the doftor's interfer- 
ence to a perfpn of high rank, who might in reverfe 
of fortune repay the fervice, has with feeming juf- 
tice Ijeen deemed a proof of interefted conduft ; 
and his fuccefs, in favour of fo obnoxious a fubjeS, 
^n irrefragable argument of his ability to favc 
^nany others. 

In 

f This nobleman had been in Dubh'n, abfent from his regi- 
ment, when Wexford was taken by the rebels ; and was fo fuU of 
that confidence which was obferved in many officers in thofe 
times, that he would not believe the news of the difafter ; and 
going from Arklow by fea to join His regiment in Wexford, 
yas taken prifoner in the harbour. 
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la fafl Lord Kingiborough was 'confidered by 
the rebel chiefs as a valuable hoftage; and per- 
haps if they had fully availed therafelves of this 
advaatage, feme terms might have been obtained 
in their favour, though of the lives of hoftages ia 
general no account Teems to have been made by 
the commanders of his majefty's troops. The 
offers of furrendry tranfmitted by captain M'Ma- 
nus, already mentioned, and forwarded by general 
Moore to his fuperior, were difdainfully rejefted 
by general Lake, who returned for anfwer that no 
terms could be granted to rebels in arms, but that 
the deluded multitude might have peace and 
protedlion when their arms and leaders. Ihould 
have been delivered into his hands> This de*t 
luded multitude would probably have comnSit- 
ted a tremendoius roaflacre on the 21ft of June, 
the day of general Moore's march toward Wex- 
ford, if they had not been perfuaded by their de^ 
voted leaders that coi^ditions of furrendry would 
be obtained. For this purpofe lord Kinglborbugh, 
who on the occafiou entered into, certain engage- 
meilts in favour of the rebels, was liberated^ and; 
fent to general Moore* How far his lordfhip en-^ 
deavoured to fylfiU thcfe engagements, which pror 
bably was quite beyond his power, I am not au- 
thorized to fay: but as the loyalifts in general 
Moore's camp, who had friends in the town, were 
binder the moft horrible apprehenfions concerning 
theii fate, captain Boyd, whofe amiable confort, 
niece to the earl of Courtown., with all his family, 

wa^ 
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was in ppifon, entreated the general to march with* 
out delay into the town to prevent the apprehend* 
€d rnaffacre^ or to permit him to take a party of 
foldiers with him for the purpofe. As the general, 
probably from a fear of the exceflcs which might 
be committed by the foldiery, who perhaps might 
not be eafily reftrained from licentious adls in the 
execntion of fuch a meafur^, affented not to his 
rcqueft, the captain at length ventured at five 
o'clock in the afternoon, with only eight yeomen 
of his troop, to gallop into Wexford, and happily^ 
found it abandoned by the rebel forces, part of 
whom had paffed over the bridge to the eaftem 
fide of the river Slaney, and the reft in an oppofite 
diredion into the barony of Forth.* Thus to re- 
treat, without further injury to the loyalifts in their 
power, they had been induced by the manage- 
ment of ibme chiefs, particularly Mr. Keugh, 
who awaited the arrival of the king's troops, hop- 
ing doubtlefs that the fervices rendered on this 
pccafion might procure him impunity. Detach* 
metits of the army foon following captain Boyd, 
the furviving prifoners, to the number of about 
9ne hundred and forty, who had been miferably 

fed 

*■ That fome of the rebeh were ft ill in tovm (forac fay rcly- 
if)g on their ima^in^d capitulation) and that a (hot was fired at 
^aptain Boyd's party, but without effcA, (for what end I can« 
pot clearly underftand) is aiTertcd by indubitable authority. It 
^8 probable that a few defperadoes had remained for fome bad 
purpofe, the execution of which was prevented by the appear- 
^nce of this brave little band. 
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fed with cows' heads and potatoes, were, to their 
inexprefiible joy, fct at liberty. What number 
bad been maffacred dufing the whole time of the 
rebels' poflcffion, I cannot (late with accuracy— 
but I believe it to have amounted to one hundred 
aad one- 
While the furviving loyaliPis in Wexford were 
rejoicing at their deliverance^ a Tery tragic fcene 
was adcd in Gorey. On the departure of general 
Necdham from the latter town to Vinegar-hill, on^ 
the 70th of June, he had fent an exprefs to captain 
Holmes, of the Durham regiment, who command- 
ed in ArkloWj, ordering bim to difpatcb immedi- 
ately to Gorey that part of the Gorey cavalry who 
remained in Arklow, and inftprraing him, that on 
their arrival at, their place pf deftiija.tion, they 
ftiould find an officer to cjomrnaad them, and a 
large force with which they were to unite. By the 
fame exprefs the Gorey infantry were ordered to 
remain in Arklow 5 but thefe, and the refugee iur 
habitants of Gorey, hearing of a large force tq 
proteft their town, w^ere lb impatient to rcvifit 
their homes, that they followed the cavalry cpp^ 
trary to orders. This body of cavalry, amqiipting 
only to feventeen in number, found on their ar-. 
riva! in Gorey, to their aftpnifliment, not an officer 
or foldier. 1 hey, however, had, the courage or 
temerity to fcour the country in fearch of rebels, 
with the affiftance of fome others who had joined 
them, and killed about fifty men whom they found , 
in their houfes, or ftraggling homeward from the 

rebel 
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rebel army. On the 2 2d, a body of about five 
hundred rebels, under the condu6l of Perry, re- 
treating from Wexford, and diretfting their march 
to the Wi'cklow mountains, received informati-on 
of this (laughter^ and the weaknefs of the party 
committing it. They inftantly ran full fpeed to 
the town, determined on vengeance. On intelli- 
gence of their approach, lieoitenant Gordon, a 
youth of only twenty years of age, who had the 
command, marched his men (confifting of fourteen 
infantry, befide the cavalry) ont of the^ town to 
meet the enemy, and took poft in an advantage- 
ous pofition near a place called Charlotte-grove, 
where they fired fome volleys on the rebels, feven 
of whom they killed ; but finding that they^uft 
be immediately furrounded and deftroyed if they 
fhould attempt to maintain their poft, they retreat* 
ed, and each horfeman taking a footman behind 
liim, fled through the town toward Arklow. As 
by this motion the refugees, who had returned 
from Arklow, and were now attempting to efcape 
again thither, were left expofed to the purfuit of 
the enraged enemy, the officer attempted to rally 
the yeomen on the road, to cover, if poffible, th-e 
flight of thefe unfortunate people ; but the yeo- 
men galloped away full fpeed to Arklow in fpite 
of his remonftrancfes, and the refugees wereflaugh- 
tered along the road to the numbcrof thirty-feven 
men, befide a few who were left for dead, but 
afterwards recovered. No women or children 
were injured, becaufe the rebels, who profeflTed to 
a^ on a plan of retaliation, found on inquiry th^t 

no 
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^o women or children of their party .had beed 
hurt. This was owing to the humanity of a young 
gentleman of feventeen years of age in theyeomaa 
cavalry, who had by his rcmonftrances reftrained 
his affociates from violence with refpeft to the 
fair fex. Ip the adion of this day, which will^be 
long remembered in Gorey under the title of 
Bloddy Friday 9 only three of the yeoman infantry 
were killed, and none of the cavalry* The rebels 
having accompliftied their purpofe of revenge, 
^ their only motive for deviating from their courfe 
to vifit Gorey, refumed, after a Ihort repaft, their 
march to the Wicklow mountains. 

Mouiitains indeed now, and other devious re- 
cefloj^ fince their expulfibn from Ennifcorthy and 
^Wexford, were the only retreats of the rebeU^ of 
whom thofe who remained in arms, endeavoured 
by rapid movements from one ftrong pofition to 
another to elude the king's forces, and thus to 
proiraft the war until the arrival of their foreign 
allies. In the time of the operations already re- 
lated, by which the rebels of the county of Wex- 
ford were reduced to this fituation, occurrences 
had elfewhere taken place, fome of which are to 
be noticed. The province of Ulfter, where iufur^ 
r^dlion had* been mod of all dreaded,>:and where 
from the fpirit of the inhabitants it wcirtild, if ex- 
tenfive, have been moft'of all formidable — re- 
mained undifturbed, excepting two diftrids,where, 
as the infurgents were unfupported, ,they were 
foon fuppreffed. Neither, from the principles of 
-the northern people, better educated, and poflfef. 
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fing.more of the purity of true religion, were the 
infurgents of this quarter deliberately guijry, ex- 
cept in one inftance, of the plunder, devaftation, 
and murder of the fouther^- 

One of thefe infurreftions was in the county of 
Antrim, in the neighbourhood of the town of that 
name, on the 7th of June. A meeting of magif* 
trates being appointed to be held on that day in 
Antrim, for the prevention of rebellioo, the infur- 
gents, with defign of feizing the perfons of thefe, 
attacked the town at two o'clock in the afternoo-n, 
and foon overpowering the troops within it, veiy 
nearly gained poffeflion^ Major-general Nugent, 
who commanded in that diftrid, having received 
intelligence of the intended rifing, and the imme- 
diate objeft of it, had ordered a body of troops to 
march to Antrinrn who arrived too late to prevent 
the rebels from the execution of their defign in the 
attatck of the town- They then attacked the in- 
furgents in the town, but their van-guard, confift- 
ing of cavalry, being repulfed with the lofs of 
twenty-three men killed and wounded, of whom 
three were officers, colonel Durham, who com- 
manded the troops, brought the artillery to batter 
the town, which obliged the infurgents to abandon 
it, together with a fix-pounder which they brought 
with them, and two curricle guns which they had 
taken from the king's army. They were purfued 
toward ShaneVcaftle and Randalftown, with 
(laughter, and perhaps may have loft in all near 
two hundred. In this engagement colonel Lum- 
Icj, of the 22d regiment of dragoons, and lieute- 
nant 
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nant Murphy, were wounded ; cornet Dunn wa^s^ 
vkilled ; and LordO'Neil was mortally wounded, f 
A fmall body alfo affaulted the town of L^rne, but 
recteived a repulfe from the garrifon iii the bar- 
rack, confifting of a detachment of the Tay fenfi- 
bles, under a fubaltcrn officer. Feeble attempts 
were alfo made at Ballymena and Ballycaftle. — 
The main body afterward retired to Donnegar-^ 
hill, where, difgufted with their want of fuccefe 
and other circumftances, the greater part broke or 
furrendered their arms, and almoft all of ihem dif* 
perfed, to which they were exhorted by a magif-^ 
trate, named M'Cleverty, who had been takea 
prifoner by them. 

On the day fucceeding that of the rifing in the 
county of Antrim, a partial infurredlion commenc- 
ed in that of I^own — a body of infurgents making 
their appearance near Saintfield, under the com- 
mandof an inhabitant of N ewtownards, a Dr. Jack- 
foil. In their progrefs through the country they 
'fet fire to the houfe of a man named Maekee^who 
had been an informer of treafonable meetings: 
eleven perfons periftied in the flames — and circum^ 
fiances of cruelty were (hewn not inferior to thofe 
of the burning at Scullabogue. Eledling for theic 
, general, Henry Munro, a (hop-keeper of Lifburn, 

they 

t Lord O'NcIl had ridden into the town to attend the meet- 
ing of the magiftratcs, not knowing that the rtbels were in poH- 
ftflion of it. He fhot one who had fcized the bridle of his^ 
Itorfe, after whiqh he was dragged from his faddle, anii ((^ 
wounded with pikes that he died in a few days. w 
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they placed themfelves, on the 9th, in ambufcade, 
in the neighbourhood of Saintfield, awaiting the 
approach of a body of troops under cplonel Staple- 
ton, confifting of York fenfibles and yeoman ca- 
valry. The ambufcade fo far fucceeded, that the 
royal troops were for fome time in danger of total 
defeat — lofing about lixty of their number, among 
whom were captain Chetwynd, lieutenant Unitt, 
and eniign Sparks, andalfo the Rev. Mr. Morti- 
mer, vicar of Portaferry, who had volunteered. — 
The infantry, however, on whom the cavalry had 
been driven back in confafion, rallying with a cool 
intrepidity not common in thofe times, diflodged 
and difperfed the rebels, and after a (lay of two 
hours on the field of battle, retreated to Belfaft. 

Little difcouraged by this defeat, in which their 
lofs was very fm all, the rebels reaffemblcd, and 
took poft at Ballynahinch, on the Windmill-hill, 
and at the houfe and in the demefne of lord 
Moira. On the 12th, general Nugent marching 
from Belfafl, and colonel Stewart from Downpa- 
trick, formed with fifteeli hundred men a jundlioa 
near the Windmill-hill, of which they gained pof- 
feflion, together with the town, which lies in a val- 
ley between this hill and the high ground in lord 
Moira's demefne. On the latter the rebels (four 
or five thoufand in number) were polled or en- 
camped. Both armies fpent the night in prepa- 
rations for battle, which commenced early in the 
morning of the 13th, while the town was in flames, 
the troops having wantonly fet it on fire. The 
a^ion was maintained about three hours with ar- 

M tillery 
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tiUery, with little or no execution-— the cannon of 
the infurgents being fniall, and tied on the backs 
of cars ; while the fhells thrown from the mortars 
of the royal army were furnifhed with too fhort 
fufees, fa that they all burft in the air. At length 
the Monaghan regiment of militia, pofted with 
two field pieces at lord Moira's great gate, was at- 
tacked with fuch determined fury by the pikemen 
of the infurgents, that it fell back in great confufion 
on the Hillfborough cavalry, who like wife fell 
back in equal diforder. The want of difcipline in 
the infurgents loft what their valour had gained. 
The diforAered troops found means to rally while 
the Argyleftiire fenfibles, entering the demefne, 
were making their attack on another fide. The 
infurgents, confufed and diftTafted, retreated up 
the hill, and making a ftand at its top, at a kind of 
fortification, defended the poft for fome time with 
great courage, but at length gave way and difperf- 
ed in all direftions. Their lofs appears, from the 
beft account which 1 have received of this battle, 
to have amounted to about a hundred and fifty; 
that of the royal*army to about forty in killed and 
wounded, of whom two were officers of the Mo- 
naghan regiment, lieutenant Ellis wounded, -and 
captain Evatt fhot dead thro' the body. The main 
body of the infurgents retired to the mountains of 
Slyeeve-Croob, where they foon furrendered or 
feparated, returning to their feveral homes ; and 
thus, with the execution of their leaders, a:s elfe- 
where, and the difcouraging news of the maffacrcs 
of proteftants in the fouth, terminated this very 
^ fhort 
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Ihort and partial, but aftive and vigorous infurrec- 
tion — in the courfe of which fome (lighter adions 
had taken place, pajticularly the attack of Porta- 
ferry by a ftrong party of men, on the nth, who 
were repulfed by the yeomanry pofted in the mar- 
ket-houfe, under captain Mathews, aiid the fire of 
a revenue cruifer commanded by captain Hopkins, 
withahe lofs of about forty men. 

On the fubfiding of this local rebellion in the 
north-eaftem quarter of Ireland, another local rc^ 
bcllion, much inferior in vigour, and very eafily fup-- 
preffed, commenced in the oppofite fouth-weftern, 
quarter,- in the county of Cork. Accompanied 
with the fame kind of violent a£ls as elfewhere id 
the fouth, and exhibiting nothing extraordinary or 
peculiar^ it requires little notice. The principal 
aftion, and the only one which government hzk 
thought proper to communicate to the^ public, 
tookpUce near the village of Ballynafcarty, wber^', 
on the 19th of June, two hundred and twenty 
men of the Weftmeath regiment of militia, with 
two fix-pounders, under the command of theft 
lieutenant- colonel. Sir Hugh O'Reilly, werc^at^ 
tacked on their march from Cloghnakihy to Ban-- 
don, by a body of between three and four hundred 
men, armed aim oft all with pikes. This was ottly > 
part of the rebel force, here placed inambufli in z 
very advantageous pofition. The attack wis made 
from a height on the left of the column, fo uriex- 
pe^edly and rapidly, that the troops ha4 fcaricely 
time to form ; but the aflailants were quickly re**- 
pulfed with fome lofs, and retreated to ihe height. 

M z Here, 
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Here, if the foldiers had purfued them, from which 
they were with. great difficulty reftrained, they 
would prbbably have been furrounded and flaugh- 
tered like the North-Cork detachment at Oulart. 
"While the officers were endeavouring to form the 
men again, a body of rebels were making a moti- 
on to feize the cannon, and another body made 
its appearance on the high grounds in the rere ; 
but, at the critical moment, a hundred men of the 
Caithnefs legion, under the command of major 
Innes, who, on their march to Cloghnakilty, had 
heard the report of the guns, came to their affift- 
ance, and by a brifk fire put the afTailants to flight 
en one fide, after ^hich thofe who were on the 
heights behind retired on receiving a few dif- 
charges of the artillery. The lofs of the rebiels in 
this aftion may perhaps have amounted to between 
fifty and a hundred men ^ that of the royal troops, 
by the commander's account, only to a ferjeant 
and a private^ . 

When from thefe little infuri*e£lions, fo local 
l^nd of fo few days duration, we return to view the 
proceedings of the Wexfordian infurgents, we are 
ftrack with the noxious confequences of the per- 
miffion given them to efcapc towards Wexford 
from Vinegar-hill. To the account of what- 
ever perfon was the author of this efcape, are, I 
think, chargeable all the devaftations and flaugh- 
ters committeed by the various parties of thefe 
infurgents, from the time of their diflodgment till 
that of their final difperfion* To trace thefe par- 
ties through all their marches and counter-marches 

' would 
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would be fatiguing to the reader, and might proVe 
nearly as much to the writer as the aftual perfor- 
mance was to the hardy peafants, who bore the 
various hardftiips of their defultory warfare with 
furprifing ftrength of conftitution, and a vigour of 
mind well worthy of a better caufe. I have al- 
ready faid, that on their evacuation of Wexford, 
part of the rebels paffed over Wexford bridge, the 
reft into the barony of Forth ; and that a body of 
the former, under Perry, in its march to the Wick- 
low mountains, committed the flaughter of bloody 
Friday. The main body of the latter, fuppofed 
to be fifteen thoufand in number, deferted by 
thofe leaders who ^ere men of education and pro- 
perty, direaedits march, under Father John Mur- 
phy, north-weftward to Scollogh-gap— an opening 
in the great ridge of Mount-Lemfter, which fepa- 
rates the counties of Wexford and Carlow— with 
intention to penetrate through the latter county 
into that of Kilkenny, in the hope of being able to 
excite an infurre^ion there, particularly among 
the colliers about Caftlecomer,' who had been in a 
ftate of difturbancc in the year 1793. Entering 
the gap, and driving before them fome troops who 
attempted to oppofe their progrefs, they burned 
the little town of Killedmond, immediately with- 
in the pafe in the county of Carlow, and conti- 
nued their march to GoreVbridge, called alfo 
Newbridge, a neat village on the river Barrow, in ' 
the county of Kilkenny, where they arrived in the 
morning of the 23d of June. A fmall body of * 

men. 
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incn, confiding chiefly of a troop of the 4tli dra- 
goon guards, and acooipany of the Wexford mili- 
tia, took poft on the bridge of this town to prevent 
t)ieir paflage of the river, but was quickly defeat- 
ccj, with the lofs of a few killed, and twenty-fev'en 
taken prifoners, of whom feven, condemned as 
Orangemen, were fliot ; and in this melancholy 
bufinefs their fellow foldiers were forced to be the 
executioners. Major-general Sir Charles Afgil, 
who had marched with a force of about a thoufand 
men to fei^e the poft of Newbridge, and flop the 
progrefs of this rebel army, arrived too late — the 
enemy having already, after their fuccefs, com- 
menced a rapid movement to a long mountainous 
ridge, termed by them the ridge of Leinfter, five 
miles from Caftlecomer,^ where they fpent the 
night. 

The general was like wife on the following day 
too late in hi$ arrival at Caftlecomer for the pro- 
tection of that town, whither the proteftants were 
flying to take refuge from the country expofed to 
the depredations of the enemy. Early in the 
morning of the 24th, the rebel troops, diminiftied * 
by defertion to about eight thoufand, defcended 
from the heights, and advancing toward Caftleco- 
mer, defeated a body of about two hundred and 
fifty men, at a place called Coolbawn, a mile and 
a half from that town, which they entered with the 
flaughter of about fifty loyalifts. The town was 
fet on fire — and, of this conflagration each party 
accufes the other. The general arriving at length 
whji Ifiis army, fired with his artillery on the 

ftreets 
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ftreets and houfes, not knowing that many loyalifts 
were ftill in the place, who were making a defpe- 
rate defence to prevent their families ^nd friends 
from failing into the enemy's hands. This firing, 
however, determined the rebels to retire from the ' 
town about four o'clock in the afternoon, which 
farniflied an opportunity to the proteftants there 
alTembled to retreat with the general to Kilkenny ; 
but they were obliged to leave their goods a prey 
to the enemy, who took full poffeffion of the place 
as foon as the .royal army retreated. If at firft a 
fog, and afterward the fmoke of the conflagration, 
had not concealed from the rebels the fmalluefs 
and difpolition of the force oppofed to them, they 
would have^ long before the arrival of the gene- 
ral's army, furrounded the town, and taken all the 
Jioyalifts in it prifoners. In a report to govern- 
ment, four hundred rebels are faid to have fallen 
in this engagement ; but I have no grounds to be- 
lieve that their flain amounted even to near a 
fourth of that number- 
After plundering Caftlecomer, the rebels again 
retired to the high grounds, where they remained 
till the following day. Difappointed in their hopes 
of an infurreftion in the county of Kilkenny, where 
few had joined their ftandard, and thefe few ufe- 
lefs to them in battle, fince none except .themfelves 
had learned to difpute the field with the roval 
troops; finding alfo their own forces diminiflied 
by defertion, to between four and five thoufand, 
they relblved to retreat back through the pafs of 
ScoUogh-gap into the county of Wexford. Ac- 
cording 
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cording to this determination they moved from the 
ridge in the morning of the 25th of June, and di- 
rc6ling their inarch toward Newbridge, took poft 
near that town at a place called Kilcomny, on a 
xifing ground in a wide flat. Here they were af- 
failed on three fides, at once, on the following 
morning, the 26th, at fix o'clock, by the army of 
general Afgil, of near twelve hundred men, and 
that of major Matthews, of about five hundred, 
from Maryborough, confifting chiefly of Down- 
ihire militia. The alacrity of the latter army to 
attack the infurgents feems to have been the caufe 
why thefe were not permitted to efcape into their 
own county without a battle* After about an 
hour's firing of cannon, the rebels, fearing to be 
furroundcd, fled towards the gap with their ufyal 
celerity, leaving all their plunder and artillery to 
the loyalifts. Their artillery confifted of ten^light 
pieces, and among the articles of plunder were 
feven hundred horfes. The lofs of j the royalifts 
has been fl:ated by the general at only feven men : 
that of the rebels may have amounted to two or 
three hundred,' as they were purfued fix miles by 
fome of the cavalry.* They forced their way 
back through the gap, where they were oppofed 

* I am informed that great part of the flaia were inhabitants 
of the country which had unfortunately become the fcene of ac- 
tion, who had not joined the rebels nor left their houfes ; and 
that great part of the plunder was taken from people of the fame 
defcrlption. The behaviour of the army in other places renders 
tkie account very probable. ^ . . 
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by a fmall body of men^ and direded their courfe 
north-eaftward, through the dwarf woods near 
Ferns, to the mountains of Wicklow. 

Before their arrival in thefe mountains, an 
army of their aflbciates there had been foiled in 
an attempt on Hactetftown. Thofe rebels, who 
had committed a flaughter at Gorey on Friday the 
2,zd of June, and thence under the conduft of 
Perry had continued their march to the county of 
Wicklow, were joined there by a number of others, 
and would have affaulted Arklow,if they had not 
bpen deterred by the aftivity and preparations of 
captain Holmes of the Durham fenfible infantry, 
who at that time had the command there. Difap- 
pointed on that fide, they turned their attention to 
another, and uniting their forces with thole of 
Garret Byrne, appeared at Hacketftown at five 
o*clock on the morning of the 25th. The garrifon, 
confining of a hundred and feventy, moftly yea- 
ipen, under lieutenant Gardiner oF the Antrim 
militia, marching to meet the enemy, were, after a 
few vollies, obliged to retreat — the cavalry quite 
from the fcene of conteft • the infantry, a hundred 
and twenty in number, into the barrack. The 
houfes were fired by the rebels, except one in 
which a few determined loyalifts, with Mr.Magee, 
a clergyman, had taken poft. After vainly repeat- 
ed attempts, during nine hours, to force the bar- 
rack, and the garrifoned houfe by which it was 
flanked, the rebels retired, but retreated not 
wholly from the fcene of aclion till feven o'clock 
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in the cveniag. The lofs of the loyallfts, who 
after the repulfe of the rebels retired all to 1 al- 
low, eight miles diftant, was ten flain, and twenty 
wounded. That of the rebels, expofed fo long to 
a galling fire, may perhaps have been near two 
hundred, among whom was Michael Reynolds, 
who had led the rebels to Naas in the firft morn- 
ing of the rebellion. Among the flain of the loy- 
alifts was captain Hardy, of the Hacketftown yeo- 
man infantry. We muft admit that the garrifoa 
could not poflibly have maintained its port if the 
affailants had been furnifhed with cannon J but 
thefe engines had never been ufed by the rebels of 
the county of Wicklow, and the Wexfordians in 
their flight had left all theirs behind. We cannot 
without pleafure obferve, that in the midft of fo . 
atrocious a warfare, many ipftances occurred of re- 
fpeflful treatment of the fair fex, one of which had 
place in this attack. The wife and two adult 
daughters of lieutenant Chamney, and the wife of 
captain Hardy, who had early in the adion fallen 
into the hands of the affailants, were, by the in- 
fluence of Perry and another chief named M'Ma- 
hon, conveyed to A place of fafety, and protcfted 
from all infult. The wives of the rebel command- 
ers, Perry and Byrne, were at the fame time in the 
hands of the loyalifls, and, as muft naturally be 
fuppofed, were treated with courtefy. Mrs. Perry 
had before experienced the like honourable beha- 
viour, under the proteftion of the loyalifls in 
Gorey. - ^ 

A brief 
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A brief account of Anthony Perry, one of the 
rebel generals above-mentioned, may ferve to 
fhew what difficulty a man may find, who endea- 
vours to cxtHcate himfelf from the efFefts of a 
confpiracy againft government, when he has once 
engaged in it. This gentleman, a man of imia* 
ble manners, and a well informed underftandicg, 
was yet weak enough to be feduced into the con- 
fpiracy ; and having afted fo as to caufe much fuf- 
picion, was arrefted and confined in Gorey a little 
before the infurreftion. He repented heartily of 
his mifconduft, and gave information ufeful to go- 
' vernment ; but fach was the (late of things, that 
he was-treated in prifon with the utmoft harfhnels 
and indignity. Among other afts of feverity, a 
ferjeant of the North-Cork militia, nicknamed 
from his habitual behaviour Tom the devil ^ cut 
away all his hair quite clofe to the head, and thea 
burned all the roots of it with a candle. Being 
liberated by the magiftrates on the morning of the 
28th of May, he returned to his houfe, four miles 
from Gorey, where he hoped to be permitted to 
remain — ^unconcerned for the future in plots and 
confpiracies. But he was foon followed by fome 
yeomen, who deftroyed his effefts, and obliged 
him to abfcond for the prefervation of his life. — 
Finding no alternative, he difguifed himfelf in the 
habit of a beggar, and thus crofling the country, 
threwhimfelf into the arms of the rebels. In the 
courfe of the war he exerted himfelf to rcftrain the 
cruelty of his followers: and as he difipprovcd 
both of their caufe and conduft, he was always 

meditating. 
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xneditating an elopement frbm them. In an at- 
tempt, fome time after the affault at Hacketftown^ 
to penetrate into the northern parts of the king- 
dom, where he hoped to abfcond from the rebels, 
and conceal himfelf from the partifans of govern- 
ment, he was taken and hanged at £denderry, in 
the King's County, a little before the end of the 
rebellion. 

A body of thofe rebels who had difturbed the 
cpunty of Kilkenny, and fled through that of 
Wexford to the Wicklow mountains, finding their 
alTociates repulfed at Hacketflown, and feeing no 
profped of fuccefe in that quarter, marched back, 
joined by many others, u^der the condudl of Gar-' 
ret Byrne, toward the county of Wexford — intend- 
ing to furprife the garrifon of Camew in their way, 
on the 30th of June. Intelligence being brought 
to the army encamped at Gorcy, where general 
Needham commanded, of a formidable body of 
rebels being in motion, two hundred cavalry were 
detached, moftly regulars, partly yeomen, under 
the command of lieutenant-colonel Puleftone, of 
the Ancient Britons, fupported by an excellent 
body of infantry. This party of cavalry coming 
within fight of the rebels, and obferving them in 
full march on the rpad to Carnew, ought to have 
Watched their movements at a moderate diftaoce, 
and fent advice thereof to the camp ; but inftead 
of this, with a moft unaccountable temerity, when 
they were unfupported by the infantry, who had 
been recalled, they galloped after the rebels to 

attack 
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attack them.* The latter, finding a combat una- 
voidable, after running full fpeed to efcape, ruftied 
from the road into the fields, and placing themfelves 
behind the hedges and wallson both fides of the way, 
poured a terrible fire on the cavalry; who unable 
either to retreat or to annoy the enemy, puftied 
forward toward Carnew ; but by cars lying in the 
way, on which women belonging to the rebels had 
been carried, they were fo retarded, and fo long 
expofed to the guns of the enemy, that without 
killing one of their antagonifts, they fuffered the 
lofs of fifty-five men flain, of whom twenty-eight 
were Ancient Britons. The reft effcded their ef- 
cape to Carnew, and alarmed the garrifon, who 
would otherwife have been furprifed and cut to 
pieces, as they had taken no precautions of outpoft 
or patroles. A malt-houfe, which had been fpared 
from deftruftion when the rebels had burned the 
town, was the fortrefs, into which the garrifon had 
barely time to retire when the rebels appeared, 
who, after an ineffedual attack, in which they 
fuftained fome lofs, purfued their march to Kilca- 
van-hill. 

Proceeding thence with fomewhat diminifhed 
number, with intention to plunder and burn the 
houfes of the loyalifts at Coolkenna and its neigh- 
bourhood, they were followed in their march on 

.. : j>r» ., .> J 11 the 

* Why the infantry, whofe fupport might have prevented this 
.diiailcr, had been recalled, I cannot tell — Perhaps the cavalry 
would not have been fo rafh, if they had not fuppofed the infaa« 
try ftill at hand to fupport them. 
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the 2nd of July by a hod} of about a hundred 
and fifty yeomen, confifting chiefly of the Shilelab 
troops aud the True Blues of Tiapehely^ who 
preffed them lb clolcly that they thought proper to 
change their coiirfe, and to take poft on ^llyrahn 
or Ballyraheen-hill, between Xinnehely and Car- 
Bcw. Here the moft prudeat of the yeQinan offi- 
cers were of opinion that their troops OMght to 
ftop, and to content themfelves with watcbing at 
n fafc diftance the movements of the enem^. Con- 
trary opinions prevailing, an attack wass made up 
the bill, when the rebels, who had wiftied loavoid 
a battle, rufliing down on them, put them to flight, 
killing ten of the infantry ; but the cavalry aU 
cfcapcd. Two officers fell in'the beginning of this 
a&ion— captain Chamney of the Coolattin, and 
captain Kickfon of the Coolkenna company, both 
greatly lamented. The flaughter would have been 
iar greater, if fixty of the infantry, under captain 
Morton and lieutenant Chamney, had not taken 
refuge in captain Chamney's houfe at the foot of 
the hill, where they fuflained, during fourteen 
hours, the attacks of the rebels, who attempted re- 
peatedly in vain to fire the houfe. Some, parti- 
cularly a very large man fromGorey, named John 
Redmond, nicknamed Shaan Plunder, advanced 
to the hall door, with the defign of burning it, and 
thus opening a paffage into the houfe, under a co- 
vering of feather-beds ; but were killed in the at- 
tempt, the bullets penetrating even this thick tegu- 
ment. As a difcharge of mulketry was maintained 
from the windows on the aflailants, whofe afibci- 

ates 
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ates iajudicioufly fet fire to the neighbouring houfe 
of Henry Morton, Efq the illumination of which 
furnifhed an opportunity to the garrifon of aiming 
at their enemies in the night, the lofs of the rebels 
muft have been confiderable — amounting, accord- 
ing to fome accounts, to a /hundred and thirty 
men. 

After this, one body of the rebels marched thro* 
the mountains of Wicklow to the county of Kil- 
dare, and another returned to that of Wcxfoid.— 
.The latter making their appearance at a place 
called the White Heaps, from fome heaps of white 
ftones at the foot of Croghan mountain, the armies 
of generals Needham and Sir James Duff moved, 
on the night of the 4th of July, (the former from 
Gorey, the latter from Carnew,) to attack them. 
The rebels having advanced in the mean time, 
were met at Wickiow-gap, a pafs between the 
mountains of Croghan and Conna, in the moraii^ 
of the 5th, by Sir James Duflf's army, from whom 
they retreated after a few difcharges of his artil- 
ler}% directing their march toward Gorey. They 
muft now have been furrounded and flaughtered, 
if general Needham had not been too ,late in his 
movements, for Sir James Duff purfued th^m 
clofely, and brought them to aftion at a place call- 
ed BallyguUin, four miles from Gorey. Here, 
making a ftand on fome elevated grounds, they 
repulfed the advanced guard of cavalry, and might 
have taken the artillery which accompanied them, 
'. if they had not been apprehenfive of an ambuf- 
cade ; but by the fire of the infantry on their ar- 
rival. 
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rival, and that of the curricle guns, they were dif- 
comfited, and fled with their ufaal celerity, and 
with little lofs, making their efcape in various di- 
reftions, ^nd appointed to affemble on Corrigrua- 
•hill. They had been purfued in the morning by 
the highlanders of the marquis of Huntley's regi- 
ment, who were prevented by a fog from finding 
them, and were annoyed in their flight by a body 
of the King's County militia, pofl^d in Ferns, who, 
on advice brought them by the Rev. Peter Browne, 
dean of Perns, entered inftantly on the purfuit, 
and killed fome whom they overtook. Finding 
themfelves hunted from place to place by different 
bodies of the king's troops, andunable to maintain 
any poll, they difperled from Corrigrua, and no 
oppofition was afterwards made to the royal army 
inthe county of Wexford, 

The other body of Wexfordian rebels directed 
tiieir courfe to the county of Kildare, to form a 
junilion with a number of their allies in that 
county, who had remained in arms from the be- 
ginning of the rebellion, and under the conduft of 
William Aylmer had eluded the king's troops, by 
rapid movements reciprocally from the Wicklow 
mountains to the bog of Allen. This junftion was 
foon broken. The fierce Wexfordians quarrelled 
with their lefs enterprifing aflbciates ; and J^n aft 
of Aylmer, who took a difputed gun from one of 
the former, and gave it to one of his own men, al- 
moft caufed a battle between the two parties. — 
From Profperous the ill aflbciated confederates 
marched to Clonard, a village twenty-five miles 

. weftward 
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lycft ward of Dublin, cm the river Boyne, witix de- 
figa ' to attack Athlone, and raife an infurre£lioii' 
in the weftern parts of the kingdom. Though 
they amounted perhaps in number to three thou* 
fand, they fpund fo obftinate a rcfiftance at do— 
nard fronu tAVjeHty-feven: men, under licuceaanc 
Tyrrel, a yeoman officer, in a fortified houfe,- that 
they were delayed till the arrival of fuccours from- 
Kinnegad and Mullingar, and obliged to abandoa 
the attempt. From the time of this repulfe, the 
iithof July^ the Wexfqrdians, finally feparatialf* 
from their lefs hardy aflbciates, purfued unaided 
their plan of defperate adventure. Reduced uy 
about fifteen hundred in number', and hunted in' 
every quarter by various, bodies of ther king'af 
troops, which were ftationed every where around, 
they made a flying march from place to plate, in 
the counties of Kildare, Meath, Louth, and Dub« 
lin, under the conduft of Fitzgertild, Ikirmiftimj 
with fuch parties of the royal army a& overtool^ ot 
intercepted them. 

On the night of their repulfe they plundefedthe 
village of Carbery, in the county of Kildare, and 
marchedthe foUowit^gmorning by Johnftown to a 
place called Summerhill, near GuljnuUiri, in the 
county of Meath. Here, after having eluded the . 
purfuit of forae parties of foldiery, particularly 
that of colonel Gordon^ of the lavernefsienfibles, 
who had marched to feck them, froiii Trim, they 
were attacked by colonel Gough, with a body of 
troops from Edenderry, and obliged to fly with 
precipitation and the lofs of their plunder; . To- 

N* tally 
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tally difappointed in their hopes of affiftanceto= < 
their eaufe in the county of Meath, which had • 
been fo agitated^ by defenderiftn and rebellion, 
they by a circuitous and rapid march made their 
way to the river Boyne, which they croffed near 
Duleek into the county of Louth. Finding them* 
felvcs overtaken on the 14th by the cavalry of raa- 
jor-gen. Wemys and brigadier-gen. Meyrick, who 
wefepuriiiing them with twodivifiohs of the army, 
Ji^y made a defperate ftand between theBoyne and 
t^t^mn of Ardee* On the arrival of the infan- 
try and artillery to the afljftance of the cavalry, 
who bad been endeavouring to keep; the* rebels at? 
tuy, they broke, and fled, with fomelofs/ into a 
l^Og. Someof thefc adventurers ditefted' their 
flight hence to Ardee, and difperfed ; > but the 
main b^dy, repafliQg the Boyne, marched'^ with 
great celerity towards Dublin, perhaps with de- 
j^n to regain the Wicklow mountains. Being" 
hotly pttrfued by captain Gordon of the Dumfries 
light dragoons, with a body of cavialfy followed ' 
by infantry, they were finally difperfed, withfome 
fliaughtcr, at Ballyboghil, near Swords, in the*' 
eounty of Dublin, whence they feverally endca- 
YOUBcd tfy devious ways, to reach their homes, or 
places of concealment. 

While a bloody and d^folating civil war (which - 
J chnfider as terminated in the final difpcrfion of 
the Wexfordian rebels) had been raging in the 
toimty of Wexford, and bccalfenallyafflidJing the- 
iio«inty of Wicklow, and petty rebellions had^ 
1»ene]& where formed, the capitaiv vigilantly 
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g'Lfarded by a large military force, enjoyed a peace 
not otherwife interrupted than by alarms of plots 
^vithin and hoftilities without. The chief part of 
this military force confifted of its own citizens, 
formed intoyeaman companies, whofe conduAon' 
this occafion merits the higheft praife- 

Trials and exiecutions, which every where fol- 
lowed the fuppreffion ordifcovery of conf piracies, 
had early commenced in the capital. Among 
many others, a rebel officer, a proteftant, named 
Bacon, an inhabitant of Great Ship-ftreet, being 
apprehended on'thesdof June, difguifed in fe- 
male apparel, proceeding in a chaife to the coun- 
. tfy to join his men, or, as fome fay (with great pror' 
babilicy), to conceal himfelf from both rebels and 
loyalifts till the ftorm fhould fubfide, was execut- 

c'd on the 6th neat Carlifle- bridge. On the 14th 

■was executed, on the fame IcafTolding, lieutenant 
Efmond, found guilty of being leader in the at- 
tack on Prbfperous, already related. — On the 1 2th 
of July Henry and John Sheares were brought to 
trial, condemned, and foon after put to death. The 
trial of John M'Cann, who had been fecretary to 
the provincial committee of Leinfter, followed* on 
the 17th; that of Michael William Byrne, de- 
legate from the county committee of Wicklow j 
and that of Oliver Bond, on the* 23d. The two 
former were executed ; but the third wasrepriev-, 
ed, as a judicious, and indeed neceffary fyftem of 
iriercy had been adopted {met the arrival cf the 
lA^rquis Cofnwailis, as lord lieutenant of Ireland. ' 

^!f^n ^ . n 2r' ■ / While 
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Wjhilc a few trials for trcafon were held by jaryr' 
in the metropolis, by the more fummary mode of 
court-martial were great, irambcrs tried in other 
places, particularly the town and county of We3t- 
ford. . Onv the pofleflion of the former by hfs ma- 
jefty's forces, on the 21ft of June, immediate 
fear^h was made for the oftenfible chiefs of the 
rebels, moft of whom had fought places of conceal* 
ment. Some furrenderedin confidence of an im- 
aginary capitulation. Matthew Keugh, as I have 
already mentioned,, made no attempt to efcape^ 
hoping mercy on account of his. having hten for- 
merly in danger among the rebels, and for the fer- 
vices which* he had^ rendered in their evacuation- 
of the town. But no. mercy on fuch accounts was, 
iij thofe times, to be fo(und.— On th^z^thi nine of' 
thde, leaders were exccutedj among whom were 
Keugh and Philip Roach. The bridge wa«the 
general fcene of execution, as it had ,be€Sx ofmai^* 
facre. The head, after death by hanging, feparatr 
cdfrom the body, - which was commonly thrown^* 
into^he river, as had been the bodies of the maf- 
facred protcftants, was' fixed aloft on the court-- 
houfc. 

Among the perfons who fuflfered for treafon on- 
the bridge, were Beauchapip Bagenal Harvey, Cor- 
njgliufcGrogan, and* John Henry Colclough.—Gro- 
gap, a man of a large eftaie in land and muohac-^ 
cumulated wealth, but of a timid fpirit, and no* 
great depth of underftanding, had unfortunately* 
fallen into the hands of the infurgents, and fo far^^ 
mifconceived the ftate of aflfaira^as to imagine his 

property 
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property more fecure under the |)rote6lion of the 
:United Irifh than of the exifting government: 
unhappy mifconception ! the fuccefe of the irebels 
would have involved the deftrui£lipn of both his 
property and life. H€, howeyer, through fear of 
the lofs at le^ft of the ibrmer, had confented to 
take the United oath, apdio;a£l as commiffary to 
the reb^l army. Yet, fuch is the inconfiftency of 
human natpre, this ma;Q, whofe only guilt, with 
regard to treafon, had been caufed by his timidity, 
met his fate with courage, when he found death 
ineyitabie. Harvey betrayed more fear of death 
at the place of execution, though he was well 
known to have been a man of perfonal courage, 
having expofed his life with intrepidity in duels. 
This gentleman was poffefled of a lajrge landed 
property, and had in many reQpoflts borne an ami- 
able charatfter, particularly thatof a moft humane 
landlordTT-a qharafter unfortunately not very com- 
mon in Ireland ! geduced, like fome other men 
pf benevolent Ixp arts, by the fallacious hope that 
fuch a reyolutiou might be effeded in Ireland by 
2t popular infurredlion, as Would cure the defeds 
•;0f the political fyftem, and prodigioufly augment the 
profperity of the ifland, he had entered into the 
united confpiracy ; but foon convinced, after the 
lufi^rreftion had ta^en place, of the utter in^prac- 
^icability of f^ch a revolution by fuch in(lrum,fnts, 
andaf thq certain deftruAion olhin^feifaud other 
prpteftant chiefs, in cafe of fuccefs on the fide of 
^tbe rebels, he would moft gladly have renounced 
all connexion with thfem j but, as no al.ternative 

was 
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was allowed, he was obliged to remain ampng 
them while they were able to retain the poft ^ 
.Wexford. 

Harvey and Grogan fuffered execution together 
on the 28th I Colcloygh alone in the evening of 
the fame day. Colclou^h \vas a mail of very ami- 
able charafler, of a natiiraUy good underftandirig, 
enlarged by calture, and of engaging manners. 
By education and profeflion a Romani(i, he wa^ 
a protcftant in principle.^ Influenced in his raatri- 
inonial fpecuUtion folely by the perfonal merit of 
the objeft, be inarried a lady of a congenial foul, 
whofe endowments of thind and amiable qualities 
fully juftified the wifdom of his choice. So voi^ 
was he of religious bigotry, that be recommendecji 
to his wife not to coiiform to his mode of worlhip, 
fince to follow the (Jiftates of her confcience in 
adhering to the ptotefiant religion (in which fhe 
' liad been educated) would be more pleafing to 
liim. This will be attributed to a deiftical indif. 
ference in religious matters, by ^hofe who allow 
liberality todeifm and deny it to Chriftian charity, 
of which I cannot fuppofe any Romanift of a cul- 
tivated and difcerning mind to be diverted, bfc the 

adventi- 



* I mean not to (jlj that he preferred the forms and ceremo- 
nies of the protefliant to thbfe of the Romi(h religion, to whicU 
he had been habituated. 1 believe the contrai'y to have been the 
ca(e. ,Byt he was fo far a proteftant as to rejefl all thofe perfe- 
cuting. dddrines of the Romifh church, adverfe alike to reafon 
and Chriftianity, which have caufcd fo much bloodihed and cals)^ 
mity among mankind. ' - 
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adventitious rules of his religion what they may. 
Seduccc^by the like fallacious idea as Hanrey, he 
had embarked on that tempeftuous.ocean, when<re 
was fo feldom permitted a rfeturn ; and made too 
late the horrible difcovery, that the inftruments of 
.political reform were an ungovernable mol;> of 
outrageous bigots, among whom none, except the 
inftigatprs of languinary violence, could have ef- 
feftiv^ influence. 

After his miflion to Ennifcorthy, already relat- 
ed, in qoojundionwith Fitzgerald, he went imme- 
'diately to his houfc, and, accompanied by his 
wife, took the road to Wexford, with intention to 
re-enter his prifon according to hr3 engagement. 
His detention there not being .then thought necef- 
iary by the magiftrates, he returned to his houf<^, 
and taking his wife with liim in a carriage^ was 
going back to Wexford, as a place of fafety under 
the protcdlion of the king's forces — when he was 
met on the road by the panic-ftruck troops of cap- 
tains jCornock and Snow, haftening to DimcannoD. 
He wa3 inftantly feized as a hoftage, and carried 
with^them, in their march, by thcfe terrified men, 
who declared with oaths that they would fhoot 
him whenever they £hould be attacked. How far 
their fears were vain or well-founded, I cannot af- 
jcertain, as the peafants in thole parts had not as 
yet rifen in rebellion.^ After marching in this 

manfidc 

* On their arnval, howevcTi vithin a few miles of Duncannonr 
in a dark night, fome rebels (^^ho were only then beginning to 
fife in thefe parts) were induced by circnmftances to attack the 
fcattered troops, and take about fifty of them prifoneri. 
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ixpanner a confider;aible way, he wartJiOnifl^d by 
jthe troops ; and the infurrefltion extending to thefc 
;diftrifis foon after; he was appointed to a com- 
roand among the rebels. 

In the flight of the chiefs from the unbridled 
hpft which they h^d vainly hoped to command, 
he retired with his wife and child to one of the 
Saltee ifland^, of whiieh h^ was landlord, nine mile^ 
from the coaft of the. county of Wexford, and chof(^ 
for his teipporary abpds a cave, which he furnifh-- 
ed with provifipns, and where he hoped tp remain 
jqpnqealed until theferyor of profecution ihould 
abate. But Haryey, knowing his place of retreat, 
and wjftiing to ^vail himfelf of the fame opportu- 
nity of concealment, embarked fo incautioufly to 
follow him, as to afford a foundation for conjec- 
ture and difcpvcry. He and Harvey furrendered 
"Without refinance ; though from the nature of the 
place they might have m^de for fome time a de- 
fence. — At his trial and execution he difplayeA a 
calm intrepidity of fpirit, and a dignity of depbrt- 
ment attempered with miidnefs, which command- 
ed the admiration and efieem of the fpeSatprs ; 
and died fo ftrongly impreffed with the horror of 
atrocities attendant on revolutionary atjetnpts in 
•Ireland, that doubtlefe, if he had been pardoned, 
he would have bec^ome as loyal a fubjed as, with 
exception of his political conduit, he had always 
been an excellent member of fociety. 

Haryey, Qro^an, Keugh, and Perry, were the 
pnly proteftants put to doatli as leaders of th? 
^^T^fordiap rebels. Among the many Romanics 

who 
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Mho /ufFercd on this accufation, \vere two jpriefts of 
Aolally different charafters— Father John Murphy, 
of BouIaVogue, and Father John Redmond, of 
Clough. The former, alteady noticed, had bee^ 
leader fincethe firfV moment of the infurreftion in 
^is county, and had a:lpne teen confidered as fuch 
'by fome thoufands of rebels, over whom other 
chieftains held a nominal authority. He was 
nominal as well as real chief commander of jhat 
great column which made an incuriion through 
the county of Carlow into that of Kilkenny, and 
caufed fuch deVaftation in that quarter- In 
the rout of Kilcomney he difappeared from his 
followetst, who generally imagine hini to be ftiU • 
alive. ' He was, however, apprehended in his 
flight, and conduced to TuUow, in the county of 
Carlow ; where, bein^ recognized, he was execute 
cd by martial law- 

Of the rebellious conduft of Redmond, coadju- 
tor to Father Francis Kavenagh, in the pari fh of 
Clough^ of which I was twenty-three years curate, 
I can find no other proof than the fentence of the 
court-martial which configned him to death. He 
was accufed by the earl of Mountnorris, of having 
appeared as chief among a party of rebels wh^ 
committed fome depredations at his lordfliip's 
houfe ; while he alledged that his objeft in ap- 
pearing on the occafion was to endeavour to pre- 
vent the plunderingof the houfe, in which he had 
partly fucceeded. Coming into Gorey on a mef- 
fage from the earl, feemingly unapprehenfive of 
clanger, and unconfciou^ of guilt, h« was treated as 
'"''.' ^ ' ■ if 
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if manifeftly guilty before trial, knocked down i^ 
the^rect, and rudely dragged by forae yeomen.—^ 
I mean not to arraign the jufticeof the noble lord, 
his profecutor, nor the members of the court-mar- 
tial. The former, who Jiad rendered himfejf in 
no fm^II clegree refponfible for the loyalty of the 
Wexfordian R<)manifts,,had doi^btlefsgood reafon^ 
for his conduft ; and the latter could have np 
perfonal animofity againft the accufed, nor other 
unfavourable bias than what naturally arofe from 
the turbid ftate of affairs, when accufation, efpc- 
cially againft a Romifti prieft, was confidered as a 
ftrong prefumption of guilt. * But his proteftant 
neighbours, who had not been able to cfcape froi^ 
the rebels, affured me that wh}le the latter wcr^ 
in poffcflion of the country, Jhe was conftajntly 
hiding in proteftant houfes from the xebe^, ^n4 
that many Romanifts exprefTed g^eai refentmenf 
againft him as a traitor to their caufe. That h^ 
£xpe6led not the rebellion to be fuccefsful, appears 
from this, that when the wife of Nathaniel Bted- 
man (one of my proteftant pariftiioners) applied ' 
to him to baptize her child, he told her that he 
acceded to her requeft merely left the child fljould 
die unbaptized, in the neceffary abfence of her 
miniftcr, on condition tKat ftie ftiould promife tp 
make the proper apology for him to me on my re* 
turn to the parifti. 

Among the Romanift leaders of rebellion exe- 
cuted at the time of its fuppreffion, at Wexford, 
was Kelly of Kill-ann, already mentioned as con- 
dudor of that column which entered the town of 

Rofs. 
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Jlofe. This young man was worthy of a far^tctter 
xaufe aqd better affociates — his courage and hu- 
manity- being equal and confpicuous. But the 
rfifpJay of humanity by a rebel, was in general, in 
the trials by court-martial, by no means regarded 
as a circun^ftaace in favour pf the accufed : ftrangc 
as It inay feem \jx times of cool reflexion, it was 
very frequently urged as a proof of guilt. Who- 
ever could be proved to hfive faved a Joyjalifl from 
affaflination, his houfe from burning, or his pro- 
perty from plunder; — was confidered as having in- 
fluence among the rebels, confequently a rebdL 
commander.* This has been by fomc fuppofed to 
have arifen from a policy in government todifcou- 
rage all ideas of huqianity in rebels, that in cafe of 
another in(urre£lion, they might be fo compjetely 
ianguinary ajs to render themfelves and their caufc 
as odious as poffiblc, and confequently wnfuppoit- 
ed. For my part I cannot eafily believethe mem« 
bers of adminiftration capableof fo cruel a policy; 
and even if private inftruftioES for this mode of 
proceeding had been given to the officers of tW 
army, I fhould be a little furprifed that yeomaa 
officers fhould implicitly adopt it, if they expefted 
another infurre&ion, as in that event their faxnilic* 
or friends might be the viftims. In fad it feeais 

to 

* A mention of the notoriety of thi« pra£lice drew unreflcfl* 

ingly the following extraordinary exclamation from a Roman 

catholic gentleman who hadl^cen one of the rebels : " I thank 

" ray God that no pcrfbn can prove me guilty pf faving the Jifc 

'«* or property of any one !'* 
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to have arifen from a rage of profecution, by which 
the crime of rebellion was regarded as too great 
to admit any circumftances of extenuation in. fa- 
vour of the perfon guilty of it, and by which every 
mode of conviAion againft fuch a perfon \ya« 
deemed juflifiable. 

A mode of proceeding againft imputed rebels, 
morje fummary ftill than that of trials by court- 
martial, was praftifed from the commencement of 
the rebellion by foldiers, yeomen, and fupplemcn- 
taries, who frequently executed without any trial 
fuch as they judged worthy of death, even perfons 
found unarmed in their own houfe$. This praftice 
of the foldiery and yeomen, which, condu6le<jt 
with too little difcriminatio^ of guilt and inno- 
cence^ denied Safety at home to the peaceably in- 
clined, augmented for a time the numbera of the 
rebels, aacj would, on their diipecfiori, have in 
great mcafure depopulated the country, if it had 
not b^en reftrained by the juft policy of govern- 
ment, on the appointment of the marquis Corn- 
wallis, in place of lord Camden, to the lord lieu- 
tenancy of Ireland. 

That a viceroy of military talents, of political 
knowledge and aftivity, had not been fent fooner 
to this kingdom, where a widely extended infur- 
reftio)[i had been fo long known to have been 
planned, feems to argue a defeft of wifdom, at 
leaft of precaution, in the ^ritifti cabinet. Prp^ 
bably the members of that cabinet were little 
aware of the dangerous forc^e of jtjbe Jrifh peafantry, 

whea 
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when armed and brought into a£lion. Butif NeW- 
townbarry, Rofs, and Arklow had fallen into the* 
haiids of the Wexfordian infurgents ; if thefe in* 
liirgents had not committed maflactes and devaf- 
tations ; if they had not given their warfare the 
complexion of bigotry and religious murder ;n if 
they had not procr^ftinated ; and if troops from 
France with arms and ammunition had landed to 
their affiftance — the Britifh miniftry might have 
had lamentable caufe of repentance for their ne- 
gleft of Ireland ! As if to make atonement for 
paft inattention, a man the mod fit of all the clafs 
©f nobility was at lei^th appointed to this moft 
important office — the marquis Gornwallis ; wha 
had eminently difplayed the talents of a general 
and ftatefman, not lefs when inevitably conquered 
in America, thanwhenviftorious in-the eaft. The 
earlier appointment of fuch a viceroy might have 
prevented rebellion, and cowfequently the lofaof 
thoufands of lives and of immenfe property to the 
kingdom. His adivity and wiWom, in the dif- 
charge of his high funftion, foon exhibited a new 
phenomenon in a country where the viceroyalty 
ftad been generally a finecure, and the viceroy a 
pageant of flate. 

On the 20th of June lord Gornwallis made his 
important entrance into the capital; and foon af- 
ter lord Camden made his pompous exit from the 
kingdom with triumphal parade.— In a few days a 
proclamation wasiffued, and on the 3d of July in- 
ferted in the Dublin gazette, authorizing his ma- 
jefty's generals to give protedion to fuch infurg- 

ents 
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cfnfs' as, tieing fimply guilty of rebellion, (laould 
farreiider their arms, abjure all unlawful engage- 
ments, and take the oath of allegiance to the kingir 
Hour ncceflary was at that 'time fuch a ftepi, could 
be aqueffion of no difficulty tothofe who, view- 
ing difpafEonately the ftate of affairs, confidered' 
vrhat numbers had been feduccd into the confpi- 
racy by artifice, and forced into rebelTion by un- 
fortunate circumftances. To give the full fanc- 
tioii of la^ to this neceffary meafure, a meffage * 
was delivered from his excelleiicy to the hoiife of 
cfommons on the i7th of July, flgnifying his ma- 
jeffy's pleafurc to that eff^ft; and an aS'of ara- 
Ktefty was accordingly paffed in favour of all en-' 
^agedinihe rebellion, who ha J not beejti leaders^* 
— who had not committed man-flaughter, except^ 
in the hear of battle — and who Ihould comply^ 
with the conditions mentioned above. 

Whence originated, of by v^ horn was planned^ 
or prppofed what fe^ms a kind of treaty between 
government and the chiefs of the United Irifh, I 
am not authorized ex|>licitly to fay;* but an ^ 
agreement was madp, that the I'att^^r, without be- 
ing 'obliged to implicate any perfon, fhould give' ' 
all the inforYiiation in their powfer concerning 'the ' 
ifitemal tranfaftions and foreign negociations of 
thefociety; and that they in rettirn (including' 
Oliver Bond; then under fentenee of d^ath, and-" 

*" others 

* The application is'faid to have been made through counlcl- ' 
for Dobba, a member of the^ houfe of commoRS, lx\» fomi chiefe*' 
of the. coTifplracy. 
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Others who might choofe to take the benefit of the 
treaty) ftiouldbe pardoned as to life, but be oblig- 
ed to depart otit of Ireland. The following, dat- 
ed the 29th of July, 1798, and figned by feventy- 
three perfoas, have been given as the terms of the 
contraA :— " That the underfigned ftatc prifoners 
*^ in the three prifons of Newgate, Kilraainham, 
" and Bridewell, engage to give every informa- 
" tion in their power of the whole of the internal 
** tranfadions of the United Iriftimen ; and that 
** each of the prifotiers fhall give detailed infor- 
" matioil of every tranfadlion that has paffed be* 
*' t ween the United Iriftimen and foreign ftates; 
^* but that the prifoners are not, by naming or de- 
** Icribing, to implicate any perfon whatever ; and 
" that they are ready to emigrate to fuch country: 
" as fliall be agreed on between them and go- 
^* vernment, andgive fecurity hot to rerarn to this" 
" country without the perraiffion of government, 
^' and not to pafs into an enemy's country ; — if, on 
** fo doing, they are to be freed from profecixti- 
" on : and alfo Mr. Oliver Bond be permitted to 
" take the benefit of this propofal. The ftate 
" prifoners alfo hope that the benefit of this pro- 
" pofal may be extended to fuch perfons in cuf- 
" ©dy, or not in cuftody, as may choofe t6 benefit 
" by it/' In ccMifequence^ of this agreement, 
fome rebel chiefs^ who hitherto had remained in 
arms, among whom was Aylmer, furrendered their 
perfons. Six principals of the union, particularly 
Arthur O'Connor, Thomas Addis Emmett, Dn 
M'Nevia, and Samuel Neilfon, gave details, on 

oath, 
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oath, in their examinations before the fecret com-' 
liiittees of the two houfes of jiarliament, in whofe 
reports, ptiblifhed by authority of government, is 
contained a mafs of informati6n , concerning tHe 
fconfpiracy. ^ 

Whatever were the .original terms of the con- 
tra£t, and by whatever fubfeqiient events the con- 
traflors' were influenced or affefted, the principal 
prifonet^ (fifteen in niimber) w^re not liberated, 
and a power was i*eferved* by miniftcrs to detain 
them in' cuftody, 2lX leaft during the continuance 
of the Wat with Fraiice. ' Doubtfefs for this the 
members of admiiliftfatibn had fulDftantialreafons, 
of which they might think the publication impro- 
per. In all probability Oliver Bond^ would, havje 
been- one of the number thus referved for long 
confinement, if he had not been liberated by 
death— '•an apO|)lexy putting an eird to his life fud- 
denly^ in prifoff. 

In a pampWeC ftylcd a Letter frortx Arthur 
O'Connor to lor^ Gaftlereagh, dated from prifon, 
January the ij.th, 1799, that minifter is direAly 
charged with a' viblatioh of the contra6l, and a 
mifreprefentation to parliament of the tranfaflions 
between him and the prifoners of ft ate. Other 
charges are made, one of which is that the infor- 
mation given by thefe prifoners to government, 
was garbled to ferve the purpofes of the miniftry, 
and particularly, that of a hundred pages, deli- 
vered by O'Connor himfelf, only one has been 
publifhed in the reports of the fecret committee^ 
Since to this pamphlet, in which his lordftiip.is^ 

peremp-' 
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peremptorily challenged to difprove any of thd 
charges therein made, no reply has appeared, we 
have only the honor and integrity of his lordlhip 
and others for a difproof of thefe accufations, 
which doubtlefs is a fufficient vindication to per- 
fons acquainted with his lordftiip's charader. 
The pamphlet was faid to have been fuppreffed 
by government, at lead was clandeftinely fold and 
circulated. The author exprefsly clears the lord 
lieutenant of all blame in thefe tranfadlions. The 
honor of the marquis Cornwallis remains unim- 
peached even by the boldeft of all the chiefs of 
the confpiracy. 

Whether the negociation between government 
and the principal Qctnfpirators had any connexion 
with, or influence on the bill of amnefty, mini^^ers 
alone can anfwer, and the fecrets of adminiftra- 
tion are not lightly to be divulged. The affirma- 
tive feems to be infinuated in the above-mentioned 
pamphlet, and an opinion of that nature to have 
been, at the time of the bargain, propagated 
among people connefled with the infurgents, who 
fpoke of fome agreement as of a treaty of peace* 
But the expediency of putting a ftop to a career 
of flaughter, t continuation of which muft have 
depopulated thfe. country, ought to be fufficient in 
itfelf to account for a limited pardon to proftratc 
rebels. By the neceffary exception of certain 
crimes, a field wide enough lay open ftill for the 
punilhment of infurreftion. Great numbers id 
the courfe of profecution fuffered, many deferv- 
ediy, and fome on fuch evidence as would not be 

o admitted 
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admitted in times of calm inveftigatioift. To pre- 
vent the evil confequences of any precipitancy of 
judgment, which might poflibly happen in trials 
by court-martial, orders were after forae time 
iffued, that execution ftiould not follow the trial 
till after the tranfmiflion of the minutes to the feat 
of government, and their infpedlion by the vice- 
roy. 

Aflaffinations, from religious or political mo- 
tives, would probably have ceafed, foon after the 
granting of protcftions, if fome diefperate rebels;, 
reinforced by dcferters from fome regiments of 
trifti militia, had not remained in arras in the 
mountains of . Wicklow, and the dwarf woods of 
Killaughrim, near Ennifcorthy. Def^tions from 
thele regiments, compefed moftly of Romanifts, 
were much apprehended by fome in the time of the 
rebellion ; but providentially hfere, as in other in- 
llances, the event was too late for the fervice of 
the rebel caufe. A very few had deferted to the 
mfurgents while they were in force, and thefe few 
feemed not well to relifti the change from a regular 
army to a diforderly multitude. Yet, from fome 
{{range movement of the mind, after the rebellion 
was completely quelled, and only a few defpera- 
does, protably not above three hundred in all, re- 
mained in arms, in the two devious retreats above^ 
mentioned, many foldiers, particularly of the An- 
trim and King's County regiments, fled from their 
pofts to thefe defperadoes, with whom they could 
rationally expcGt no better fortune than a very 
fliprt life of hardfhip and rapine, ended by the ex- 
ecution 
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ecution of the gun or the halter. - So great, how- 
ever, was the terror of this banditti in the vicinity 
of their lurking places, that thofe proteftants who 
had remained in- the country in the time of the re- 
bellion, now found themfelvcs under the neceflity 
of taking refuge in town$. But, after a little time, 
the woods of Killaughrim, fcoured by the army, 
were cleared of their predatory inhabitants, who 
had ludicroufly ftyled themfelves Sabes of the 
Woodj and in that quarter tranquillity wa3 reftpred 
to the country. 

The party in the Wicklow mountains, whofe 
range was much more extenfive, and haunts much 
inore difficult of accefs, continued, under two 
chiefs of the names of Holt and Racket, to anjQoy 
the country for a longer time, and in ai more for- 
midable degree ; iffuing fuddcnly from their faft- 
neffes to perpetrate burnings and maffacres, and 
retiring before troops could ardve to intercept 
them. 

As the maffacres were found to be committed 
intirely from a fpirit of religious hatred, and as 
the real perpetrators could not be brought to juf- 
tice, a mode was adopted, which neceflity alone 
could juftify j but it proved eflfedlual. Where 
any proteftants were murdered \>y thefe banditti or 
their confederates, a greater number of Romanifts 
were put to death in the fame neighbourhood by 
the yeomen. Thus at Caftletown, four miles 
from Gorey, where four proteftants were maf- 
facred in the night by Hacket, feven Romanifts 
were flain in revenge; and at Aughrira in the 
county of Wicklow, ten miles from the fame 

o 2 town. 
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town, twcnty-feven of the latter were killed in* 
toufequence of murders commifted on the former. 
Harrafled inceffantly by the purfuits of yeomen, 
and foldiery, while the dreary mountains in the 
winter feafon afforded nO^ flielter, the numbers of 
the banditti daily diminifhed; Hacket was killed 
by captain Atkins near Arklow, a brave young 
man, who* had been a yeoman officer, in defence 
of his hbufe ; Holt furrendered for tranfportatioa 
to the earl of PowerfcOurt ; and thefe band* of 
robbers at length totally difappeared. 

The bttrnings and plunderings, committed by* 
thefe defperadoes, augmented in fome degree the- 
defolation caufcd in the counties of Wexford^ 
Wicklow, and the neighbouring parts, by the 
ravages ofr rebellion. Such* was the defolation 
that, tc^ether with a multitude of cabins, farm^. 
houfes, and gen tlemenV feats in the open country^ 
the towns of Carnew, Tin^haly, Hacketftown,. 
Donard, Blefington, and Killcdmond, were 
deftroyed by fire ; befide partial deftruxSlions in 
other towns, as^Rofs, where above three hundred- 
houfes, moftly cabins, were confumed ; and En* 
laifcorthy, much the greater part of which was 
ruined; Where ^ a town remained any time in 
poflfeflion of the rebels, what houfes efoaped the 
fliames were in general fo damaged as to be reduced 
barely to the walls and roof ; the door-cafes, win- 
doW'Cafes, bafes, and furbafes of the chambers 
and chimney pieces being deftroyed, and the fur- 
niture broken, burned, or carried away. Moft of 
the dcvaftations by fire, perpetrated in the county 

of 
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pfWi<:U<»w ajid the adjoining diftri^Si had place 
lafter, the caufe of the rebels was become defperate, 
aft^r -they had been diflodged from all their pofts 
in the county of Wexford, and obliged to take re- 
fuge in the defert mountains: whence we may in- 
fer that the objed of thefe rebels, when their hopes 
of revolution were fiuftrated, was to render the 
country of as little value as poffible to their oppo- 
jients. 

Thedevaftation and plundering fuftained by the 
ioyalifts was not the work of the rebels alone. 
Great part of the damage was committed by the 
foldiery, who commonly completed the ruin of 
deferted houfes, in which they had their quarters^ 
and often plundered without diftinflion of loyalift 
and croppy. The Heflians exceeded the other 
troops in the bufinefs of depredation ; and many 
Ioyalifts who had efcaped from the rebels, were 
put to death by thefe foreigners. — To fend fuch 
troops into the country in fuch a fta,te of affairs^ 
was, in' my humble opinion, a wrong ftep in go** 
vernment, who cannot be fuppofed indifierent to 
the lives of loyal fubjefls. By what infinenee the 
plundering was permitted fo long to the foldiery^ 
in fome parts of the country, after the rebellion 
was quelled, I Ihall not at pr^efcnt pretend to ftate. 
The publication of fome fads, of which I have ac- 
quired information, may not perhaps be as yet 
fafe. — On the arrival of the marquis of Huntley, 
however, with his regiment of Scottifli Highlanders, 
in Gorey, the fpene was totaliv ahered. 1^^ he 
immortal honour of this regiment, its b«.haviour 

was 
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"Wsas fiich as, if it were univerfal among foldier^, 
would render a military government amiable. To 
the aftoniftiment of the (until then miferably har- 
Yaffed) peafantry, not the fmalleft trifle, even a 
drink of butter-milk, would any ofthefe Highland- 
ers accept without the payment of at leaft the full 
value. General Skerret, colonel of the Durham 
fenfible infantry, who fucceededthe generous mar- 
quis in the command of that poft, obferved fo 
ftrift a difcipline, that nothing more was heard of 
military depredation. 

But, though by the conduft naturally expeded 
in general officers, the royal troops affumed their 
proper place, in becoming the proteftors, inftead 
of pillagers, of the people, the country was mifer- 
ably afflifted all the enfuing winter by gangs of 
nofturnal marauders, as is generally the cafe after 
the commotions of civil warfare. Thefe appear 
to have confifted folely at firft of the lower daffes 
of loyalifts, fome of whom might think, or pretend 
to think, that they were making rcprifals from 
thofe who had plundered them or their friends in 
the rebellion. But afyftem of unlawful violence, 
if not fpeedily coerced, will be carried to exceffes 
which admit no excufe or palliation. Should we 
fuppofe that none except perfons guilty of rebel- 
lion and pillage were the fubjefts of plunder to 
thefe marauders, yet the loyalift landlords and 
creditors of thefe ruined people muft alfo be fuf- 
ferers. But by whatever pretences they might 
endeavour to impofe even on their own con- 
fciences, lucre was their objeft without regard to 

the 
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the guilt or innocence of the perfons who were the 
fubjefts of their depredation. With thefc enonc- 
oufly termed loyalift robbers in a little time fomc 
croppies were admitted to aflbciate ; and the lat- 
ter fometimes formed feparate parties; but tht 
Romanifts alone were the fubjefts of pillage, be- 
caufe thefe, being difarmed at the quelling of the 
infurreftiou, were incapable of defending their 
houfes; while to attack proteftants, who were 
every where furniftied with arms, appeared too 
dangerous to thSfe adventurers. The wretched 
fufFerers were not only deftitute of the means of 
refiftance, but even of the fad confolation of com- 
plaint ; threatened with de^th and the burning of 
their houfes, if they ftiould dare to give inforroa-* 
tion of the robbery. Many houfcs in fa^ were 
^fired in the courfeof this melancholy winter, the 
inhabitants hardly efcaping from the flames, aud 
the cattle fometimes confumed alive iu the confla- 
gration. How fome furvived the hardfliips of this 
dreary fcafon, who were deprived of their provifi- 
OQs, beds, bed-clothes, and nearly of their wearing 
apparel, in themidft of deep fnow andleverefroft, 
feems not eafily accountable. The magnitude of 
the evil, which tended to defolate the country, 
and which is fulpedled to have been mofl: unwifely 
encouraged by the connivance of fome yeoman 
officers, roufedat laft the attention of fome public- 
fpirited gentlemen, by whofe exertions thefe vio- 
lences were by degrees reftrained, but not com- 
pletely fuppreffed One fpecies of mifchiefwas, 
the burning of Romifli chapels in the night, of 

which 
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w,hich hardly one cfcaped in the extent of feveral 
miles around Gorey. This, though it evinced a 
puerile fpirit of religious antipathy, little honoura- 
IdIc to any defcription of people, was of a nature 
far lefs cruel. I have heard Roman catholic gen- 
tlemen fay, that the burning of one poor cabia 
muft caufe more aftual mifery than that of hun- 
dreds of chapels. 

To form a probable eftimate of the detriment; 
fuftained by the country, in confequence of the 
united confpiracy, would be do.ubtlef^ a matter of 
. confiderable difficulty- Some idea of it maybe 
conceived from the claims of compenfation foe 
their loffes made on government by fujflfering loy- 
alifts, according to an aft of parliament, whicb^ 
* marks very ftrongly the amiable nature of the po- 
litical conftitution which the Britifh i(land§ enjoy. 
Soon after the commeijcement of th^ ipfurreftion, 
and the flight of many loyalifts to the metropolis, 
and other places, for fafety, the fum of a hundred^ 
' tboufand pounds was voted by the hqufc of com- 
iri^hs, for the immediate relief pf f\ich ^mong 
'^Setn as fhould appear deftitnte of the means of 
^fubfiftence ; and for the diftribution of this money, 
a mo{\ refpeftable body of commiffioners Vas ap- 
pointed, who gave to the claimants, according as 
the circumftances of their feveral cafes appeared 
to require, fums npt exceeding fifty pounds. The 
claimants were fo numerous, that the fum often 
thoufand pounds, which was at firft delivered, 
foon fell fhort of the purpofe; but the deficiency 
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was froni the fame fountain fupplied, and relief 
•was refufed to none who appeared proper objefis. 
Government confined not itsView$ (o the im- 
jnediate or temporary relief of the fuffering joyal- 
ifts. In a meffage delivered by lord Caftlereagh, 
to the houfe of commons, from the lord lieutenant, 
on the 17th of July, the compenfation of their 
lofles was recommended by his majefty. The 
fuffer^rs were direAed tp fend authenticated efti- 
mates of their lofles to the commiflioners, and' 
proyiSon was afterwards, made hy aft of parlia- 
ment for the compenfation of thefe lofles, altoge^ 
ther,or in part, according to circumftances. The 
authentication required wa^ the affidavit of the 
claimant, together with affidavits of the minifter 
of the parifti and the claimant's landlord, or the 
landlord's agent, declaring their fincere belief of 
the claimant's loyalty and of the truth of his efti- 
mate. As thefe authenticating affidavits of the 
clergy were indifpenfably required to be all in 
the own hand- writing, while thqfe of the land- 
lords or agents might be written by any perfon, 
the gratuitous labour configned totheparith minif- 
ters was great, in fome cafes enormous. Some- 
times a clergyman, in the abfeuce of others, was 
obliged tQ aft for more parifhes than one, while 
bufinefs was multiplied by various caufes. Fre- 
quently different fpns and daughters of (he fame 
man, though ynmarried, and conftituting part of 
his houfbold, made feparatc claims, befide that of 
the father. Frequently four affidavits were de- 
pianded for oneclaimant, for fubliftence, his houfe, 
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his inftruments of agriculture, and his general lofles* 
If any informality was found in the cftimates, 
(which, from the huriyof the perfons paid to draw 
them, often happened) the th^-ee latter affidavits 
inuft be made again a fecond, or perhaps a third 
time ; fo that tfen affidavits were fometimes made 
by a clergyman for one perfon. 

The number of claimants whofe affidavits were 
fent to the commiflioners before the loth of April, 
1799, from the counties of Kildare, Wicklpw, 
Wexford, and Kilkei^ny, was three thoufand feven 
hundred and ninety-feven ; and the eftimates 
which they made of their loffes a^mounted in all 
to the fum of five hundred and fixty-one thoufand 
two hundred and thirteen pounds. Of thcfe pl^im- 
ants the county of Wexford furniftied two thou- 
fand one hundred and thirty-feven 5 the eftimates 
of whofe loffes amounted to almofl three hundred 
and feven thoufand pounds. The claims of fome, 
I believe, greatly exceeded their loffes j and fome, 
who acquired by plunder perhaps more than they 
had loft, made large demands of cpmpenfation. 
To the latter circumftance the commiffioners feem 
not to have fufficiently attended at firft, though 
they afterwards confidered it.* On the other hand, 

a few 

* In my opinion alfo a great di(lin£tion ought to have been 
made between thofe who bad fought and bled in the defence of 
government, and thofe who (declining to give any other kind of 
afliftance than to denominate all perfons jacobins, except the un- 
qualified flatterers of adminiftration) Hed to England before the 
rebellion, and left thofe jacobins the taflc of fighting for tleir 
properties, and the fupport of government. 
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u few were fo modeft as not to claim half the com- 
penfation which they might have claimed with 
truth ; and in general the eftimates were fo mode- 
rate, that the fum total of them, in my opinion, 
bore to that of the loffes no greater proportion 
than that of two to three. Many claims were fent 
from other counties ; and, lincethe loth of April, 
1799, ^ uumber alfo from the four counties above 
mentioned, the amount of which is to be noticed 
hereafter; but who will pretend to compute the 
damages of the croppies, whofe houfes were burn- 
ed, or effefts pillaged or deftroyed^ and who, bar- 
red from compenfation, f(^i)t np eftimates to the 
commiflioners ? Perhaps if the whole amount of 
the detriment fuftained by this unfortunate iflatid, 
in confequence of the united confpiracy, were 
conjeftured at two millions, a fum of fuch magni- 
tude might not exceed, or even equal the reality. 

But the deftruftion of property was not the only 
fpecies of damage rcfulting to the community from 
this ill-fated combination. To this tnay be add- 
ed the lofs of lives, the negledl of induftry by an 
idle turn acquired by the minds of men from war^ 
fare or the preparations for it, the obftruftion of 
commerce, the interruption of credit in pecuniary 
tranfaftions, and the depravation of morals in thofe 
places which were the feats of civil violence. — 
Perhaps to take a ftiort retrofpeftive glance of the 
political tranfaftions of Ireland in the period con- 
cerning which I have written, with a few obferva- 
^ons and reflexions, may not be improper in this 
place. 

From 
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From the foregoiijg part of this work it may hut 
underftood, that of thofc, who formed plans in op- 
pofitipn to miniftry, for what they either afiually 
believed, or pretended to believe, a melioration of 
the body politic of Ireland, forae were merely re- 
formifts, others revolutionifts. To reform th^ 
piode of eleclion, and confequently the conftitu- 
tion,.of the houfe of commons, was the aioi of the 
former; — to annihilate the exifting government, 
and ereft an entirely new one in its place, uncon- 
nefted with the ftate of Britain, that of the lattery 
who generally endeavoured to conceal their de- 
figns froni others. In my opinion the fort of re- 
form which they fhould have recommended would 
be, to allow none tp vote in eleftions except meii 
poffeffed pf about ^ hundred pounds a-year at 
leaft, of clear income from land, or Ipme equiva- 
lent ; for the votes of the multitudes of ppor frecn 
holders are virtually the votes of only ^ few indi- 
viduals — two or three perfons of great eftates 
commonly difpofing of the places in parliament 
for a county ; while the fuffragcs of gentlemen of 
fmall property are loft in the ocean pf nominal 
voters, whofe attendance on eledlions is commonly 
a difagreeable piece pf fervice, from which they 
would be very glad to be excufed. The mode 
propofed by the fociety of United Irifh, mentione4 
in the beginning of this book, to admit all adult 
males, without regard to property, to vote in the 
cleAions for members of parliament, was evidently 
a revolutionary plan, which, if adopted, w^ould in 
all probability have involved, a^ an immediate 

confequence 
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confequence, commotions more bloody than thofe 
of France ; or if it could have been cftablilhed, 
inuit have thrown the government of the nation 
virtually into the hands of a few ambitious men, 
fome perhaps of its worft members* 

Catholic emancipation was an immediate objeft 
with both reformers and revolutionifts, as a necet 
fary ftep ; fince without the united fupport of the 
people colledively, they c^uldhave no reafonable 
hopes of fuccefs in their fchemes in oppofition to 
the miniftry. As to unite with the Romanifts,. 
and thereby to bring a vaft acceffion to the weight 
of the people in the political fcale, was a primary 
part in the plan of oppolitionifts, who hoped to 
have the management of the popular influence ^ 
fo, on the other hand, to create difunion in the 
national fyftem, and thereby to break its force, is 
believed to have been an objeft with miniftry j and 
f&me fteps of that tendency appear to have been 
taken. Thefe I believe to have been fuperfluous. 
The difcordance of the parties was too great ever 
to admit any folid or permanent coalition* What- 
ever fpecious joinftion might be formed of the re- 
ligious fefts, deep diftruft would lie beneath, and 
explode on the firft grand commotion. Nor was 
the conduft of the Romanifts, by their feparate and 
fecret confultations, the publications of fome of 
their clergy, and the fpirit of religious hoftility 
betrayed by many of the lower claffes, adapted to 
gain the confidence of the proteftants, or.induce 
them to expeft a cordial or fincere coalition. Of 
this inveterate difcordance the chiefs of the con- 
spiracy 
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fpiracy feemed to be fenfible, when, after the fai-^ 
lure of the plan of infurre6tion in Ulfterin the year 
1797, they appear to have placed their depend- 
ance on the Romanifts almoft alone as the inftru- 
ments of revolution, fince among the means 
adopted to feduce them into the confpiracy, fomc, 
though probably the moft cogent, were certainly 
the moft adverfe ^o the union of feds, and tended 
to exclude the proteftants from the affociation — \ 
mean the inflaming of religious hatred, and the 
terrors induftrioufly propagated of the intended 
maffacres of Romanifts by Orangemen. If the 
protcftant chiefs of the confpiracy hoped that, 
after the excitement of the Romanifts to infurrec- 
tion by fuch means, they ftiould be able to con- 
troul and direft their operations, they were, I be* 
lieve, moft egregioufly miftaken, and would have 
found themfelves inextricably entrapped in their 
own fnares. 

Previoufly to this, divifion had taken place 
among the reformifts. Some, irritated at what they 
regarded as the obftinacy of adminiftration, who 
xejefted all projeds of reform, coalefced with the 
United Irifti ; while others, juftly alarmed at the 
menacing profpeA of afiairs, relinquiftied for the 
prefent all fchemes of reform, and joined their ef- 
forts withthofe of government for the prefervation 
of the ftate. The feceffion of thefe members 
caufed the diffolution of the Whig Club,' which 
had fubfifted till near the clofe of the year 1796. 
In a letter, dated the 29th of Nov. that year,dire6l- 
ed to the right hon. Henry Grattan, as tempo- 
rary 
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rary chairman of the club, and afterwards publifh- 
cd in tl;ie newfpapers, Richard GriflSth, Efq. of 
Mellicent, in the county of Kildare, who had been 
one of its moft refpedable members — a man of 
great fortune, and of a highly eftimable charader, 
for integrity and abilities both in writing and 
fpeaking— requefted his name to be expunged 
from the lift, fince, when the conftitution was at- 
tacked^y revolutionifts at* home, and enemies 
abroad, ht thought the nation in too feverilh a 
ftate for the agitation of the queftion of reform. 

A fenfe of the public danger, which caufed the 
defertion of the popular party by this gentleman 
and fomc others, caufed alfo the adoption of a 
coercive fyftem by the miniftry. That fome 
fchemc of coercion was indifpenfably neceffary, 
for the prefervation of the exifting government, 
cannot, I think, be doubted by a'ny perfon. But 
whether the plan of coercion digefted by the minif- 
try was in all refpefis judicious ; a .d whether, if 
it were judiciou fly framed, it was executed accords* 
ing to the ideas of the framers ; are queftions 
whofe difcuflion I defer to another time. To 
charge to the accoujat of adminiftration the out- 
rages committed on loyal or peaceable fubjeds by 
men who, under the malk of zeal for the royal fer- 
vice, took the opportiinity aflforded by the tempo- 
rary fufpenfion of legal government, to indulge 
with impunity the malignant difpofition of their 
hearts, would be highly unjuft. For when, by 
the formidable machinations of the confpirators, 
government was once driven to the lamentable 

neceffity 
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neceflity of fuch a plan of counteraftion as involv- 
ed in it an interruption of the ordinary courfe of 
jaftice, and the arming of thofe who pretended to 
be friends of government with a kind ofdifcretion- 
ary power, (what fort of friends fome were, I have 
already hinted) to regulate the conduft of thefe, 
or to determine how far the outrages committed 
by fome of them were the eflfeds of private malice, 
general malevolence, or unaffefted zeal in a weak 
and ignorant mind, was utterly impoflible for mi- 
nifters, remote as they were from the fcenes of 
adlion. 

Why a military chief governor' of well known 
abilities and judgment, when a military govern- 
ment was an inevitable expedient, was not ap- 
pointed by the Britifh mtniftry, I cannot pretend 
to know. Such a man would have arranged the 
army to the beft advantage for the proteftion of 
the innocent, the coercion of the guilt}% and con- 
fequently the prevention of armed rebellion, with 
its horrible concatenation of evils. Of the erro* 
neons equipment of the yeoman force I have# al- 
ready fpoken ; alfo of the fmallnefs of the body of 
foldiery fent for the proteAion of the county of 
Wexford. Concerning the experience and difci- 
pline of the commander of this body, I choofe to 
be filent. . If by the aflurances of the earl of 
Mountnorris, contrary to the report of its magif- 
trates, government had fuch reliance on the loy- 
alty of this county, as to think any confiderable 
force unneceffary for the confervation of its peace, 
why was the fyftem of terror extended to it, when 

that. 
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that, in fuch a cafe, would be alfo unneceffary ? 
Coercion properly attempered and fupported* may 
prevent rebellion, where every arrangement is 
made for its eruption ; otherwife it may caufe re- 
bellion where none is intended. Some counties 
more organifed than that of Wexford remained in 
quiet, while civil commotion was raging elfewhere 
with its woeful concomitants. - 

That, when once infurre£lion took place, it waa 
attended with dcvaftation and maffacre, was natu- 
rally to be expeded from the previous exafperation 
of men's minds, and the deep-fmothered fenfe of 
feverities, infli£led on fome by authority, and in 
that cafe often juftly; but on many others wantonly, 
by individuals vefted with no other authority than 
what the affedation of a violent zeal confer3 on 
the moft worthlefs in fuch a ftate of affairs. If I 
were a/ked, whether t thought that the rebellion 
would have been lefs bloody, if no unneceffary or 
wanton cruelties had been previoufly pradlifed, I 
ftiould anfwer, that if it had taken place under 
fuch circumftances, I Ibould fupppfe it would 
have been attended with much lefs cruelty in its 
commencement ; but that in cafe of contintied 
fuccefs on the fide of the infurgents,and copfidence 
of being finally vidtorious, it would in its progrels 
have become completely fanguinary and cruel, 
from caufes operating in all fuccefsful infurreAions 
of the populace, combined with nefarious preju- 
dices of religion, diametrically oppofite to the ge- 
nuine fpirit of Chriftianity. Defigning villains, 
by the affedlation qf a flaming zeal for their caufe 

p and 
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and religion, would raife themfelves into tBe no«- 
tice and eftimation of the ignorant multitude^ ancf 
having no other means of felf-promotion, would 
indulge at once their ambition and malignity, by 
inftigating the rabble to afts of atrocity againft all' 
whom they ftiould think fit to denounce as con-' 
cealed enemies, or obftacles, to the grand fcheme' 
of revolution. Thus would the proteftant leaders, 
and proteftants in general^ have been firft put to 
death; next after thefe, any Roman catholic chiefs 
of moderation and fpirit who might vainly endea- 
vour to promote a liberal plan of revolution; and 
afterwards all others who ftiould proi^e obnoxious^ 
to the reigning dfemagogues'. In the local ancf 
ihort-lived infiirredlion in the county of Wexford^ 
this tendency of affairs was fo evident to Bagenaf 
tiarvey, and other proteftant leaders, that they 
Gonfidered their dbom as inevitable, and even 
fome Romifh commanders expreffed apprehenfi- 
ons. Thus Efrtiond Kyan, one of the mod brave 
and generous among them, aeclared to R^hard 
Bowfe, a proteftant gentleman of the county of 
Wicklow, whom he had refcued from affaflins, 
that his own life was irredeemably forfeited ; for 
if the rebellion fhould fucceed, his own party 
would murder him; and if it fhould not fucced, 
his fate muft be death by martial law; which hap- 
pened according to his prediftion. Even Philip 
Roach, whofe charafter, as a prieft, might be fup- 
pofed to infure his fafety with his own followers, 
made a fimilar declaration to Walter Grreene, a 

proteftant 
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i)roteftarit gentleman of the county of Wexford, 
whofe life he had proteded. 

To fuppofe that the infurgents were all alike 
fanguinary or prone to cruel deeds, would be as 
little conformable to truth as to probability. 
Many of even the loweft were men of humanity ; 
but amid fo wild an agitation, fo furious a com- 
motion, the modeft and feeble voice of compafli- 
on was drowned by the loud and arrogant clamour 
of deftrudion to enemies! revenge on the bloody 
orange dogs ! Among the loyalifts, whoever attempt- 
ed to moderate the fury of his affociates, or pre- 
vent the commiflion of wanton cruelties on de- 
fenfelefs prifoners, or other hclplefs obje£b, was 
generally browbeaten and filenced by the cry of 
srop^y — a term very liberally bellowed by zealots> 
on men who manifefted a wifti that loyalifts ftiould 
aft in a manner moft honorable to themfelves, and 
moft promifing of ultimate fuccefs to their caufe. 
Even fome officers of the army, who reprobated 
in their hearts unneceffary Infults on defenfelefs 
objedls, were ftiy to reftrain the ferjeants, and 
others under their command, from the commifliou 
of fuch, left they ftiould be charged with croppy- 
ifm. When this was the cafe under a regular go- 
vernment and eftabliftied military difcrpline, what 
was to be expefted from tumultuary bands of ig- 
norant peafantry, fuddenly ftarting into aAioa ». 
without order or fubordination ? Among thefe the 
charge of orangeifm was much more formidable 
than that of cro^^yifm among the loyalifts, fince 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Stta, HISTORY OP THE 

in the. former cafe it might be much more cafily 
followed by tumultuary afTaffmation, -wherd iad 
controlling poN^^er exifted to reprefs ads of vio- 
lence, particularly fucji as^ would feem to refult 
from zeal for the^ caufe.* ^ 

I lincereiy believe the Irifti to be naturally as 
cOmpamonate as any other people ; but igno- 
rance andtigotry debafe as yet the minds, of the 
great majority in the fouth' and weft. Many in- 
ftances might be given of men, who at the hazard 
of their own lives concealed and maintained loyal- 
ifts until the ftorm palled away. On the other 
hand, many might be given of cruelties commit- 
ted by perfons not natives of Ireland. I fliall 
mention only one aft, not of what I ftiall call cru- 
elty, fince BO pain was inflided, but ferocity not 
calculated to foften the rancour of the infurgents : 
Some foldiers of the\^ncient Britifti regiment cut 
open the dead body of Father Michael Murphy, 
after the battle of Arklow, took out his heart, 
roafted the body, and oiled their boots with the 
greafe which dripped from it ! f ^rom the fa£ls 

related 

* The author of a Narrative of tranfaftions at Killala^ while 
the French were in that part of the country, writes veVy juftly* 
that " in popular commotions It has generally been obferved, 
** that natural talents go but a little way to procure influence : 
*^ the leader of a mob is almoft invariably the man that outgoes 
" all the reft in wickedncfs and audacity J* Page 77. 

f Mr. George Taylor, in his Hiftorical Account of thtfe 
XVexfordian Rebellion (page 136) fays, " lord Mouritnorris, tmi 
^* fomc of his troop, m viewing the fccRe of afttofl, foXirtd the 

"body 
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related in foregoing parts of this volume, I can 
hardly l?e charged with the futile defign of an ex- 
culpation of the rebels with refpeft to cruelty; 
|ior am I afraid of aA accufation of partiality to 
jny countrymen. Though by birth an Iriftitnan, 
i am wholly Britifh by defcent ; »nd my opinion 
is, that a hiftorian ought not to fuffer himfelf to 
be biaffed in his writings, however he may. in his 
feelings, by any kind of partiality. My natural 
bias would be to the fide of pfoteftantifm and loy- 
alty J but I fhould be unworthy of the office of a 
hiftorical writer, if I Ihpuld thus be drawn from 
the line of truth. 

In one point I think we muft allow fome praife 
to the rebels. Amid all their atrocities the chaf- 
tity, of the fair fex was refpefted, I have not been 
able to ^fcertaiQ one inftance to the contrary in 
the pounty of Wexford, though many beautiful 
young women were abfolutely in their power. 
One confideration may diminifh the wonder, but 
not annihilate the merit of this conduft in the re- 
bels : they were every where accompanied by 
great numbersof women of their own party, who, 
in the general diffolution of regular government, 

and 

^* body of the perfidious pricft Murphy, who fo much deceived 
*< him and the country. Being exafpentted, bis lordfhip prd^r- 
** ed the head to be ftruck off, and his body to be thrown into 
** a houfe that was burning, exclaiming. * let his My go tvhere 
•f hUfoul is P " I hope that the writer was midnformed, and 
that the noble earl, remarkable for his liberality to Romaniftsi 
was not the author of this adt. 
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and the joy of imagined vidory, wer<e perhaps lefs^ 
Scrupulous than at other times of their favours.^ 
The want of fuch an accompaniment to the royal 
troops may in fome degree account for an oppofite 
behaviour in them to the female peafantry, on 
their entering into poffeffion of the country at the 
retreat of the rebels, many of whofe female rela- 
lives, promifcuoufly with others, fuffered in re- 
fped of chaftity, fome alfo with refpeft to health, 
by their conftrained acquaintance with the fol- 
diery. 

Whoever denies that the rebellion, from its firfl: 
eruption, was made a religious war by the lower 
clafTes in the fouth of Ireland, may as well deny 
theexiftence of any rebelli9n at all — the evidence 
of fadls being as clear in the one as in the other 
cafe. But fince many perfons, even citizens of 
Dublin, who were fo near the fcene of aftion, 
could not believe that a rebellion originating from 
a confpiracy of different feds^ under a moft folemn 
renunciation of all religious difcord, could, in 
times when fentiments of a liberal nature prevail 
in general throughout Europe, become at its rife 
a war of religion, I have added a. fhort appendix 
in proof of this point, and as an illuftration of the 
atrocious praftices of that calamitous period. * — 

Of 

♦ Since I wrote the above, the publication of Sir Richard 
Mufgravc's account of the r^belh'on, renders this appendix 
unneceflary» 1 ihall therefore, except a few fa<fts to grati^ 
the immediate curiofity of my readers, refer tbem iq his vaft col- 
Icftion— the author of which has (Iiewn great zeal and induftry. 
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Of tea proteftant clergymen who fell into the 
hands of the infurgents in the county of Wexford, 
five were put to death without mercy or hefitation 
—Robert Burrow^s, Francis Turner, Samuel Hey- 
don,* John Pentland, and Thomas Trocke — all 
men of regular conduft,- and quite inoffenfive. 
Jofliua Nunn, red^or of Ennifcprthy, was prcferved- 
under the prote&iou of Father Sutton of Ennifcor- 
thy. Roger Owen, reAor of Camolin, efcaped by 
feigning to be deranged in his underftanding. 
This clergyman has given, finc^ the rebellion, full 
proof of a genuine fpirit of Chriftian charity, of 
which I had before believed him pofTeiTed. Tho' 
treated with fuch cruelty by the rebels, that he 
xrould hardly be expefted to furvive his hardihips^ 
he has endeavoured fince, as far as in his power^ 
to mitigate the rage of the lower claffes of protect- 
ants, who have beenloo apt to regard all Romaxi- 
ifts in the fame light- John Elgee, redor of Wexr 
ford, was with difficulty fayed from death by the 
gratitude of fome of the lowcft peafants, for his 
humanity to prifoners in the gaol of that to wn^ 
Henry Wilfon, incumbent of Mulranken, was with 
peculiarly good fortune preferved by the timely 
interpofition of Bagenal Harvey. . I have already, 
mentioned the fate of Mr. Francis, of Killegny.-— 
The reft of the Wexfordian clergy efcaped to dif- 
ferent 

* The body of Mr. He]^don, who had been greatly beloved 
for hU humane and agaiablc condud, was left in the ftree^ of 
Enaifcorthy till it was in great part devoured by fwinc. 
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ferentplaces^ particularly nine of them, with many 
other fugitives, to Wales, where, at Haverford- 
weft, they were generoufly relieved by the inhabit- - 
ants, and by money remitted lo them by the hu- 
mane attention of Dr.Cfeaver, bifhop of Ferns. 

That proteftants alfo afled with religious bigo- 
try, may be urged in oppofiiion to what is afferted 
concerning that of the Romanifts. Many of the 
lower c^aflTes of proteftants, previoufly to the -re- 
bellion, poffel^ed of an opinion that theji^ were def- 
tined to deftru6iion by the Romanifts, whenever 
the latter fliould rife in force, aded on that pre- 
fumption, grievoufly infulted many Romaiiifts 
who had not ftiewn any fign of hbftility,'accufed^ 
the whole feft indifcriminately of a murderous 
confpiracy, and thus made it on their part a reli- 
gious quarrel. Very forry am Ito have to fay that 
in the rebellioa, and after its fuppreflion, mkby 
Z&.S of cruelty were committed by proteftants on 
their Romanift countrymen, with little attention 
to perfonal guilt or iiinocence.' After' all," how- 
ever, their animofity w^as- rather of a p6litieal than 
religious nature, diredled agaitift a defcription of 
inen whom they regarded as their irreclaimable 
enemies, watching for means to extirpate them 
frona fociety. No fuch opinion is entertained even 
by the low.eft prpteftants that all beyond the pale 
of their own church are fo accurfed, fuch objefls 
of divine wrath, that to kill them is meritorious. 
They forced not Romaiiifts, whofe lives were in, 
their power, to conforiii lothe eftabliftied church; 
while, on the other hand, baptifm by a Roman 

catholiQ 
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catholic prjeft^and conformity to the Romifh wpr- 
fhip, were in general indifpenfably neceffary fteps 
for the prefervation of the lives of prot^ftants ia 
the hands of the Wexfordianinfurgents. 

Women and children were not. put to death by 
the itifiirgents, except in the tumultuary and hafty 
maffacre at ScuUabogue ; but how far'they would 
have been fpared, in cafe of ultimate fuccefs, not- 
withftanding their b^ptifm, is a matter of fomo 
doubt. That in this caf^ the proteftant mea, bap- 
tized by the priefts, would have fuffered as injpn-. 
cere converts, is too probable. This horrible 
fpirit of bigotry I conceive to have been pof- 
feffed only by the vulgar, and a very few per- 
Ibns in the rank qf* gentry.. Much has been faid 
againft the Romanift clergy ; I believe the fame 
fort of difference to fubfift among priefts a§ among 
other men, wi'th refpe^ to clearnef$ of judgment, 
natural humanity,' and religious benevolence or 
Chriflian liberality. If fome w^re adluated by 
vulgar bigotry, and the ablurd notion (admiflible 
only by an irrational mind) of the exclufive ap- 
propriation of the divine favour to their own mode 
of worfhip, others appear to have been poffefled of 
fuperior ideas. Some of the latter, as well as the 
former, were employed in the baptiiang of pro- 
teftants ; but their motive was compaffion, to fave 
the lives of the objefls from the rage of a fanatic 
mob, not their fouls from eternal vengeance. In- 
ftances might be adduced, if neceflary. I ft;all 
mention only that of Father Corilh, of Mulranken, 

\yhOj 
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who, being ffequeft? 4 by 21. proteftant lady to bap- 
tife herfelf and her family, replied, that except 
for proteflion from the fanaticifm of the ignorant 
-inultitudej the ceremony was ufelefs; that he 
would be on the watch for her fafety, and give her 
timely notice if he fhould find the performance of 
|hat rite neceflary. 

That among the infurgents, the men who were 
the inoft fcrupuloufly obfervant of the ceremonial 
of religion, were the moft addifted to cruelty an4 
nmrder, has been obferved by thofe who had the 
beft opppi^imit^ of obferving. For thi^ alliance 
pf cnieltj^ with fuperftition, fince both are conge- 
nial witli littlenefs pf foul, we may perhaps be 
piore able tp account, than for the gr9unds of an- 
pther obfervation, pf the juftilefs of which I have 
^o fort of doubt : — thqfe who h^d been heroes of 
the cudgel, or Shilela^ the bullies pf the country 
at fairs, and other public affemblies of the peafan- 
try, and who confequently were expefted to be 
the moft forward and aftive in the rebellion, were, 
on the contrary, when the infurre£lion took place, 
in general the mqft placid and referved, the moft 
Ihy of the fire-arms, and the moft backward in 
\)attle.^ The men who had been quiet and indiif. 
trious in times of pe^ce, were found the moft refo- 
lute for combat, and moft fteady under arm$, in 
times of warfare. A leflbn to legiflators ! Thofe 

habits 

• One of tbofc heroes replied, when aflccd the reafon of hi« 
Vackwardnefs, " damn the bit I would fear thefogen hut for them 
V goons they have.**^ 
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habits of order and induftry, on which the civil 
profperity of a ftate fo much depends, are the beft 
preparatives to form an efficient foldiery. The 
hands beft employed fpr the maintenance of the 
nation by the prpdufts of the foil, may, with pro- 
per diredlipn, be moft efficacious fpr its defence. 

Chiefly by thofe who were boldeft in fight wa$ 
difplayed fpmekind of ingenuity in their tumultu-" 
^ry wkrfare, ii^ which they may be laid to hav^ 
had no regularity, fubordinatipn, or leaders. They 
converted books intp faddles, when, the latter 
could not be procured-rplacing the book^ opened, 
in the middle, on the horfe's back, with ropes 
over it for ftirrups. Large volumes, found in the 
libraries of the bifhop of Ferns, Mr. Stephen Ram, 
and colonel Le Hunte, were confidered by thefe 
revolutionifts as fit for their purpofe. Being very 
fcantily ftored with ammunition, they frequ<?ntly 
ufed fmall round ftones, and hardened balls of 
clay, inftead of leaden bullets ; and, by the mix- 
ing and pounding of the material^ in fmall mor- 
tars, they fabricated a fpecies of gunpowder, which 
was faid to explode Avith Sufficient force while 
frefh, but not to remain many days fit fpr fervice. 
They found means to manage immediately, doubt- 
lefs in an awkward manner, the cannon takeA 
froifl the army, fometimes applying wifps of ftraw 
Iq place of matches. In their engagements with 
the military, they moftly availed themfelyes of 
hedges, and pther fuch kind of ftielter, to fcreen 
them from the ftiot of their opponents ; and they 
generally arranged themfelves in fuch order as to 

fuffeir 
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fuffer little from the fipe of the ^.rtillery, which 
they fometin;ies alfo feized by a furiousand rapid 
onfet. The Wexfordian infurgents never made 
an attack on any poll in the night. As they were 
not, like regular troops, under any real command 
of officers, but a£led fpontaneoufly, each according 
to the impulfe of his own mind, they were w^tch- 
.'ful in battle on^ of another, each fearing to be left 
behind in cafe of a retreat, which was generally 
very fwift and fudden. But in. the night, when a 
man could i^ot fee the pofition of his affociates, 
who might make their flight, or what they called 
file rtmi before he qould perceive it, and thus leave 
him in the hq[nds of thofe who never gave quarter, 
they wou^ld not truft one another ia ap att^ack ; a 
circumftance very favourable to the loyal party, 
fince to withfland a well-conduded nofturnal af- 
fault with pikes would be much more difficult than 
one in day. 

Whatever courage or ingenuity may haye beea 
poflTeffed by numbers of individuals in thefe difor- 
derly and unofficered bands, the rapid fuccefs of 
the Wexfordian infurgents, in the eonimencemenj; 
of their ill-defigned and ill-condufted warfare, 
and the delay of their fupprefljio^ afterwatrds^ are in 
great meafure attributable to miftakes commute^, 
on the fide of the royal forces. I refervc fom^ 
particulars relative to fome officers for another 
opportunity. The condudl and fate ofWalpole 
are well known to the public. This gentlemapi, 
an extraordiparj favourite of lord Camden, i$.fai^ 

to 
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to have been fcntto the county of Wexford, with 
the defign that he fliould reap the glory of cCn- 
queft by the complete fuppreflion of the rebels.— 
A panic (which certainly furprifed mc, doubtlefs 
f'rom my ignoranceof military affairs) appeared to 
have feized our officers in general after the ilaugh- 
ter of Oulart, and the taking bf Ennifcotthy. This 
panic had fuch effedl after the defeat of Walpole, 
that if major Hardy had not forced the garrifon of 
Arklow to return to its port, all in that line to the 
fouth of Dublin would, I believe, have been aban- 
doned- to the rebels ; and how Dublin itielf in that 
cafe could have ftood againft internal and exter- 
nal affailants, I leave to others to judge. In the 
a'ffault of Arklow, where general Skerret a£led fa 
important a part, the bed defence of a poll in the 
whole rebellion was difplaycd. Here, among 
other good arrangements, the remnant of thofe 
loyalifts who had been moft injudicioufly difarmed 
and difperfed in the firft retreat from Gorey, were 
furnifhed with arms, and fo pofted as to gall the 
enemy with great effed. On men of this kind, 
who in the latin phrafe were fighting pro aris et 
focisy much more dependance might be placed, in 
the defence of towns, than on the hired foldiers. 
In the defence of Rofs, where the truly brave ge- 
neral Johnfon connnandcd, a contrary conduft 
was obferved. The loyal volunteers, who might 
haVe been fo polled as to avoid the danger of fuch 
a mifconception, were difarmed, left, not being 
clothed m military uniform, they fhould be mif- 
laken for rebels by the foldiery. 

- "■-• If 
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If the commanders of his majefty's forces, a6ling 
againft the rebels, committed any fmall errors in 
their proper province, ample compenfation was 
commonly made by the pen, in the difpatches to 
government publilhed in th,eir name, and other 
pieces of writing of a like nature. The numbers 
killed, if otherwife than on paper, might have 
alarmingly thinned the population of a county. 
I have taken much pains to make inquiry from 
various perfons who had been on the fcenes of ac- 
tion, and could never find ground to think other- 
,wife than that the numbers of men flain among 
the rebels, in their feveral engagements with the 
military, were vaftly lefs than they were ftated to 
be in the bulletins and other public prints. I 
have re^fon to think that mOre men than fell in 
battle were flain in cold blood. No quarter was 
given to perfons taken prifoners as rebels, with or 
without arms. For one inftarice — fifty-four were 
|hot in the little town of Carnew in the fpace of 
three days ! How many fell in this manner, or 
were put to death unrefifting, in houfes, fields, 
and elfe where, would be as difficult to ftate with 
accuracy, as the number flain in battle. 

Though by flaughter in battle, executions with 
and without trial, and tranfportation from the 
kingdom, the population was perceptibly thinned 
in fome diftrifts of the county of Wexford, and 
ftill more in feverj»l parts of the county of Wick* 
low, the former county on the whole amount 
feetned fcarcely to have fuftained a fenfible dimi- 
putioa of its peafaniry ; but the mark5 of devafta- 

tion. 
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tion, arid the abfence of the gentry, caft a melan- 
choly gloom, where a chearful afpeft had fo lately 
prevailed. By dn inquiry of immenfely more la- 
bour to the inquirer, than importance to the pub- 
lic, the numbers of thofe \Vho have difappeared 
from each county by death and tranfportation, 
might be calculated to a degree nearer to accu- 
racy than of all thofe who were congregated to 
the ftandards of rebellion. The armies of infur- 
gents, ftationed at the fame time withiti the tounty 
of Wexford, at the pofts of Three-rocks, Lacken, 
Vinegar-hill, and Gorey, cannot be fuppofed, at 
the loweft eftimation, to have confiftedof lefs than 
forty thoufand men — indeed in the opinion of 
many who had an opportunity of feeing them, 
fifty thoufaad. . From the ftrifteft inquiries which 
I have been able to make, 1 am conviqced that 
ahnoft all of thefe were Wexfordians, or inhabit- 
ants of the county of Wexford. The numbers 
mixed \vith them from other parts, doubtlefs not 
exceeding a few hundreds, were hardly difcerniblc 
in the general raafs ; except that perhaps a thou- 
fand or more of thofe inhabitants of the county of 
Wicklow, who co-operated in the attack of Ark- 
low, retired with the Wexfordians, after their de- 
feat, to the ftation at Gorey. 

Since the county of Wexford furnifhed at leaft, 
in this rebellion, forty thoufand infurg^nts, at the 
fame time a confiderablc number of loyalifts fit to 
bear arms, of whom not all were embodied or em- 
ployed as they might, we eannet, on probable 
grounds, eftimaite the number of males in this 

countv, 
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county, of the military age, at much lefe than fifty^ 
thoufand ; whence we muft infer a population of 
little lefs than two hundred and fifty thoufand of 
both fexes and all ages. Doubtlefs this county, 
naturally of fo poor a foil as to be unfit for graz- 
ing, and confequently inhabited moftly by a peo- 
ple who draw their fubfiftence from agriculture, 
is one of the moft populous, but far firom one of 
the moft extenfive, in the fouth of Ireland. Dr. , 
DuTgenan> in his excellent pamphlet, ftiled The 
present political State of Ireland^ combats the cal- 
culation of Chalmers concerning the population 
of this kingdom, and declares his opinion /^ that 
** the whole inhabitants of Ireland do not amount 
" to more than three millions, if to lb many;'^ * 
which allow^s not a hundred thoufand fouls to each 
of the thirty-two counties, on an average. But, 
while Chalmers' eftimate is founded on fubftantial 
grounds, the Doftor's arguments appear to be little ' 
better than airy conceptions. From the fame 
grouiids as Mr, Chalmers, (documents furnifhed 
by Mr. Buftie,) 1 fome years ago, availing myfelf 
alfo of forae obfervations gf my own, calculated 
the inhabitants of this ifland at four millions, and 
have ftated it fo in another work f I have iince 
made further obfervations, and have found the 
number of perfons. in what towns and diftrifts I 
havebeen enabled to examine, much greater than 
they ftiould be on the principles of the above 

calculation 

♦ See his Appendix, No. i. 
t Sec Gordon'js Terraquea, vol. h'l. p. 269. 
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calculation^. I am therefoce of opinidn that the 
number of people in this kingdom would be found, 
if completely afcertained, much nearer to five than 
to four millions.*^ 

In the relative magnitudes of the two great Bri- 
tifti iflands, either the Doftor is widely miftaken, 
or I have made an erroneous reprefentation of 
them from a careful menfuration of the beft maps 
of thefe iflands, the larger of which I have fuppof- 
ed to bear to the other a proportion not fo great as 
that of thr^e to one.f That the latter contains lefs 
wafte land in proportion to its area^ is a well- 
known truth, obferved particularly by Arthur 
Young ; and the counties in the north of Ireland 
are in general much more populous than that of 

Wexford- 

* Sir R. Mufgrave's reafoning (Memoirs of the different- Re- 
bellions in Ireland, p. 523, 524) would tend to prove the popu« 
lation of Ireland to be prodigious. He calculates that forty-nine 
thoufand men, inhabitants of the county of Wexford, were at 
once in arms again (I government ; that thefe fall fhort by twenty 
thoufand of the whole number of men in the county (for he could 
not have reckoned women and children as fighting men) and 
that the county of Wexford contains about a thirty-fourth part 
of the whole population of Ireland. By this calculation there 
fhould be confiderably above two millions of men in Ireland, of 
the military age, and confequently above ten millions of people 
of both fexes and all ages ] 

^ f See Gordon's Terraquea, vol. iii. p. 74, 268. * 

X The ingenious and learned narrator of tranfaflions at Kil- 
lala, hereafter to be quoted, fays in one place (p. 12) that the 
wild diftridl of Erris, a fiightful trad of bog and mountain, is 

Q^ tolerably 
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Wexford. As I have had ample opportunity of 
obferving the manners and habits of the Irifli pea- 
fantry, I fhould not think the matter altogether 
miraculous, nor even be much furprifed, if this 
ifland Ihould be found to have more than quadru- 
pled U$ population fince the year 1672, fuppofing 
Sir William Petty, (who then ftated the number of 
its inhabitants at eleven hundred thoufand) to 
have committed no error in his computation. — 
Poverty prevents not marriage among the peafants 
of this kingdom. They almoft all enter young 
into the ties of matrimony, apparently with an 
uncommon truft in Providence for the mainten- 
ance of their children, contenting themfelves with 
fucfchoufes, accommodations, and food, as would 
be quite inadequate to the fupport of life in Eng- 
lifti people of the fame clafs. In fuch circum- 
ftancesofexiftence, apparently|inimical to the cn- 
creafe of the human fpecics, they feldom fail of a 
Numerous offspring, who grow to maturity with a 
bardinefs of conftitution feldom elfewhere fur- 
paffed. 

With the learned Doftor I fully agree in another 
pofitiouj that, whatever may be the population of 
this kingdom, or the proportion of prot^ftant and 

Romanift 



tolerably yell peopled. And in another, (p. 106) ** the popu- 
** lation in the Hiountainous parts of the county of Mayo much 
** exceeds what the country, from ita haggard appearance, would 
** be thought capable of fuftaining.'* This is the cafe id all the 
wild itade thtoughout Ireland. # 
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Romanift inhabitants with refpeft to number, the 
proteftant government of Ireland is completely 
adequate to the fupport of its authority againft all 
internal enemies, without any afliftance from the 
great fifter-ifland, Britain. But this muft be on 
fappofition that the Irifh government was a fta- 
ble adminiftration, not fluftuating by the erroue* 
ous policy or caprice of Britifti miniftcrs, nor 
fhackled or countcraded in its operations by their 
influence. On this provifo I ftiould not doubt of 
the efficiency of the Irifh adminiftration for th0 
above purpofe, with even a mere pageant of ftate 
at its head ; but againft a powerful army of invad* 
ing enemies, aided by the difaffefted at home, it 
could not, without Britifti afliftance, be fuppofed 
able to maintain its ground, more than the Britifti 
government againft a proportionally powerful in- 
vading force, if Britain were in like manner ftock* 
€d with a ftarving peafantry, opprefled with enoT'^ 
mons rents, unable by the nature of their tewxre^ 
to acquire a fecure property for their families; by 
any labour, and unfortunately habituated tp re- 
gard foreign powers as their friends, and thfc pror 
teftors of their religion, in prejudice to their own 
government. The fame learned writer feems to 
infiuuate that the rebellion might,, or would have 
been prevented, if the Irifti adminiftration had 
not been fliackled or influenced by Britifti interfere 
ence.* I alfo think his a Tertion well (ounded, 
that the rebellion was fuppreffed by the fole 

Q^z ftrength 

* See Dr. Dulgcnan'e pamphlpt, p. 80. Dublin edition. 
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ftrength of the Irifh government, without being 
under any obligation for affiftance in troops or 
money from Britain : but I deny that the .whole 
Romanifts of the counties of Carl ow, Kildare, and 
Wicklow, were united in hoft with theWexfbrdiaa 
rebels,* In the county of Carlow, the inhabitants 
arc well known to have remained quiet, except in 
one extremely ill concerted and unfuccefsfu I. at- 
tack, that of the chief town. The infurgents of 
Kildire aded altogielher feparately from thofe of 
Wexford, with whom they had no communication, 
except an ioterconrfe of meffages. The fame was 
the cafe with thofe of Wicklow, except that a great 
bodyof them joined in the attack of Arklow, and 
that afterwards, in the decline of the rebellion, a 
number of tbedi retired by Tinnehaly and Kilca- 
van to Vinegar-hill: So that whatever was per- 
formed by rebels within the bounds of the county 
of Wexford, previoufly to their diflodgment from 
Vitisgar-hill, was performed by Wexfordians alooe, 
a,s the taking of Ennifcorthy and Wexford, the 
attack of Newtownbarry, the defeat of Walpole, 
and the formidable affault of Rofs. 

If, hoWevier, thefe Wexfordians had improved 
Urithdut delay the advantages for which they were 
Ita ia confiderable degree indebted, at firft to the 
finallnefs and mifmanagemerit, and afterwards to 
the mifmanagement alone, of the troops or force 
oppofed to them, they would doubtlefs have been 
joiBed by.moft at leaft of the Romanifts of the 

neigh- 

♦ Dr. Puigcnan'fi pamphlet, p. 85 — 94. 
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neighbouriag counties, and the confeqnenccs 
would, in all probability, have been calamitous in 
the extreme to the fouth of Ireland at Icaft. Of 
this we might be able to form fome conception 
from the miferies occafioned by the fhort-lived 
rebellion, of which I have been treating, in the 
territories immediately affefted by it. Of thefe 
miferies I have already treated fo far as my plan 
allowed, and have obferved that thofe, which loy- 
alifts underwent, arofe not always from rebels 
alone. I fhall only add at prefent, that the fyftem 
of cfpionage, or the encouragement and reception 
of private information, with the utter concealment 
of the names of the informers from the perfons ac- 
cufed, which fyftem had, from a moft lamentable 
neceffity^ been adopted by government before the 
rebellion, was, without any neceffity that I can 
perceirve, continued by fome after its fuppreffion. 
How far theiiippofition or imputation of difloydty 
againft perfons poffefled of any valuable effefts, 
might have been, profitable to needy or greedy 
dependants of any general officer, I mean not at 
prefent to examine. The difclo&re of certain 
fa6is idefier to another opportunity. I fhall here 
give only one inftance of the confequences of this 
late efpionage — an inftance which could, I be- 
lieve, havi^ had no connexion with profit to the 
receivers of information, but which may ferve to 
fliewthat even aftive loyalty couJd not fecure a 
man againft private malice, in the diftridl of Go- 
rey, for a certain time;: — Captain Atkins, of Em- 
ma-vale, near Arklow, who, at no fmall trouble 

and 
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Wljd, cypencc, had embodied and difciplined a 
troop of yeoman cavalry, and had exerted him- 
feif grfeatly in fupport of government, was, with- 
out any known caiife, moft difgracefuUy deprived 
'of his coinmand by a general officer, and dif- 
miffed from the fervice of his king and country i 
This worthy gentleman ftrained every nerve to 
procure a court-martial to examine his condu6l ; 
am!, aftier a length of time, fucceeded, by the pow- 
erful intereft of a nobleman, in fpite of the moft 
artful evafions. On his trial, captain Atkins (to 
whem, for the killing of the ravager Hacket, the 
p^blic is more indebted than to fome general of- 
ficers) was moft honourably acquitted, as no 
charge could be produced againft him. 

Such tifage might feeiu calculated to convert 
Irifti loyalife into rebels ; but not even the extre- 
fflity of maltreatment could produce this effeft on 
proteftants, who were convinced that their exift- 
ence muft terminate with that of the government, 
and who might rather choofe, if dire neceffity 
ihould fo require, to die by the hands of the royal 
foldiery, which was the cafe with too many, than 
by thofe of their unfortunately bigoted coilntry- 
" men. This attachment of the Irifli proteftants to 
the Britifti government was little known in France, 
where the direiftory, and the nation in general, had 
been perfuaded, by the commifEoners of the unit- 
ed confpiracy, into a belief of fo univerfal a dilaf- 
feftion in Ireland, that, on the appearance of a 
powerful armament from France on its coafts, the 
whole country would rife in arms to aid its efforts 

for 
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for the fubverfion of the Britifh government in 
this ifland. The negleft of attempting/ ia this 
prepoffeffion of mind, to fend fuccours to the Irifli 
infurgents while the Wexfordian rebels were in 
force, is a proof that (moft fortunately for the 
Britifh empire) the government of France was then 
very, feebly adminiftered. If, according to the 
advice of lord Edward Fitzgerald, the French 
diredJory had fent a number of fwift veffels to dif- 
ferent parts of the coaft, with officers, troops^ 
arms, and ammunition, fome pf them very proba- 
bly might have eluded the vigilance of the Britiih 
cruifers, and landed the fuccours ; which mufl, by 
infpiriting the rebels, have greatly augmented 
their force, independently of the a^ual acceffion 
^f flrength by the council of accomplifhed leaders, 
and the prowefs of trained foldiers. What cSq&s 
plight thus have been produced, we may in fome 
4egree conjedure from the impreflion made on 
the kingdom by a contemptibly fmall body of 
yrench troops^ landed after the complete fuppref- 
fion of the rebels, in a part of th^ ifland quite re- 
mote from the fcene of rebellion, and until thai 
exhibiting no figns of difaffedion. 

This was the ill-timed expedition of general 
Humbert, who, on the 22nd of Ai^ufl,two months 
after the diflodgment of the rebels from the county 
of Wpxford, landed at the bay of Killala, in the 
county of Mayo, with a thoufand and thirty pri- 
vate foldiers, and feventy officers, from three fri- 
gates, two of forty-four, and one of thirty-^ight 
guns— which had failed from Rochelle on the 4th 
/ of 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



«3* HISTORY OF THE 

of the fame month, with defign to invade the 
scounty of Donegal, in which they were fruftrated 
by contrary winds. The garrifon of Killala, con- 
fifting of only fifty men, of whom thirty were yeo- 
men, the reft fenfible foldiers of the prince of 
Wales's regiment, after a vain attempt to,oppofe 
the entrance of the French vanguard, between 
feven and eight o'clock in the evening, fled with 
precipitation, leaving two of their number dead, 
^nd their two officers prifoners (lieutenant Sills, of 
the fenfibles, and captain Kirkwood, of the yeo- 
men) together with nineteen privates. To com- 
penlate, as far as poffiblc, by the vigour of his 
operations, for the fmallnefs of his number, feeros 
to have been an objeft with the French general. 
He fent on the next morning toward Balttna,* a 
fmall town fituate feven miles to the fouth of Kil^ 
lala, a detachment, which, retreating from fome 
picquet guards, or reconnoitering parties, ofloy- 
alifts, detached from the garrifon of the former 
on the following day, led them to a bridge, under 
which lay concealed a ferjeant'$ guard of French 
foldiers. By a volley from thefe, a clergyman, 
who had volunteered on the occafion, and two 
carabineers, were wounded, the firft mortally. 
This clergyman was the Rev. George Fortefcue, 
nephew to lord Clermont, and reftor of Ballina. 
The French, advancing to this town, took poffef- 
fion of it in the night of the 2^th] the garrifon, 
under colonel Sir Thomas Chapman, and major 
Keir of the carabineers, retreating to Foxford, ten 

miles 

* In this name the accent ib laid on the laft fyllable. 
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ttiiles to th^ fpurh, leaving one prifoner, a yeoman, 
in the hancisofthe enemy. 

The marquis Cornwallis had completely plan- 
ned, and after unavx^idable delays from the fitua- 
Nation in which he had found affairs, was on the 
point of piittmg into execution fuch an arrange- 
ment of his majefty's forces in Ireland as to enable 
him to affemhle, with great expedition, a refpeft- 
able body of troops in any part of the kingdom 
whe« expediency ftiould require^ Though this 
difpofitioo could not as yet be eifeded, a force, 
which was very reafonably thought to be more 
than fufficient for the purpofe, was^ in a few da3rs 
coUeded in the quarter attacked by the invaders- 
Major-general Hutchinfon arrived from Gal way, 
< on the zsth, at Caftlebar, where he was joined, in 
the night of the 26th, by lieutenant-general Lake, 
who, on intelligence of the French in vafion, had 
been ordered by the lord lieutenant to take the 
command of the forces which were aflemblingin 
ConnaugJit to oppofe the enfemy. The army now 
coUedled at this poft muft, I think, have amounted, 
at leaft, to between three and four thoufand men. 
The intention of the generals is fnppofed to have 
been to await, a few days at Caftlebar, the arrival 
of more forces, and then to march to attack the 
enemy. But this enemy wifely chofe the ojBfen- 
five rather than the defenfive part in the attack ; 
and while our officers were, in full fec-Grity, en- 
joying the bottle, the French were marching with 
the utmoft diligence to affail their quarters, and 
would, if I am rightly informed, have furprifedo^ur 

army 
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army before day-light, if they had not been delay- 
ed by the extreme ruggedncfs of the roads. 

Humbert, who, according to^ the ipilitary infti- 
jutions of the French republicans, had rifen from 
the ranks to the dignity of a general officer, had 
rendered himfelf confpicuous in fighting againft 
the infurgents of La Vendee ; and had been fe- 
cond in command to general Hoche in the abor- 
tive expedition to the bay of Bantry, feems not to 
have been ignorant of the expediency of aftive 
and vigorous enterprife in the circumftances in 
which he found iiimfelf placed. Hardly any con- 
fiderable member of the Irifti had rifen in rebellioii 
about Killala, to affift the invaders, till the lat;teif 
had added the conqueft of ^allina to that of Kil- 
lala, when many hundreds, of peafant$ repaired to. 
their ftandard, and with eagernef& received the. 
arms and uniforms which had been fcnt from 
France for their accommodation. To make as 
deep an impreffion as poffible for the excitement • 
of rebellion^, before an army too powerful could 
be collefted to overwhelm him^ the French com- 
xnandei^ determined to attack the forces at Caftle* 
bar, and began lii3 marqh on the morning of the 
26th with eight hundred oJF his own men, and a 
number of rebels^ eftimated by fome at fifteen 
Jiundred, and probably 1x0% lefs tha^ a tho.ufand 
Vx number. Inflead of the commop road through 
Fo:rford, where a body pf troops ha,d been ftation- 
ed, under brigadier-general Taylor, to obferve his 
IHotions, he advanced through n;iouiitains by ways 
generally deemed impaffablc to an army, where, 

at 
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at a pafe called the gap of Barnageeby, fix miles 
from Caftlehar, his further progrefs, if I am not 
miftaken, might have been totally prevented, if, 
inftead of a captain's guard, a fomewhat ftroBgcr. 
body had been polled with two or three pieces of 
artillery. That of the French confifted of only 
two fmall curricle guns, the repairing of^ the car- 
riage of one of which, broken by the extreme 
xuggednefs of the roads, caufed, fortunately for our 
army, a confiderable delay in their march. Th<e 
French general is reported to have been fumilhed 
wiih fuch iaformatioQ concerning the ftate of af- 
fairs at Caftlebar, as to be rendered confident of 
his meeting with no oppofition in the rugged ways 
which be had chofen for his liije of matf^h t<), the 
point of attack, 

, The town of Caftlebar very narrowly efcaped at 
leaft a partial <Jevaftation from our own army, be- 
fore the approach of the enemy was expeded. A 
(hot unaccountably fired from a window in the 
night, and fi^id to b^ levelled at the Longford mi- 
litia, excited a tumult among the foldicry, which, 
. if it had not been fpeedily quieted by the exerti- 
ons of the officers, npight have caufed the firing of 
houfes, and a melancholy deftru^lion of lives an4 
property. Three or four hours after, or at twa 
o'clock in the morning of the 27th, intelligence 
arrived of the advance of the enemy through th^ 
mountains. This, which is faid to have been diC- 
credited at firft, and pronounced impoffible by 
our officers, was foon confirmed. The French 
were found to be, at feveii o'clock, within two 

miies 
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miles of the town, between which and the affail- 
ants our army was foon arranged in an advantageous 
pofition. The great fuperiority of the royal forces 
in the weight of artillery, and the numbers and 
frefhneft of the men, who were free from fatigue — 
while the French had been laborioufly fcrambling 
their way through mountains, near fcwenty-four 
hours, without repofe — might feem to promife 
an eafy vidory to our army. At the commence- 
ment of the battle appearances were favourable to 
this prefumption. The royal artillery, which is 
univerfally allowed to have been excellently ma- 
naged under the dire6lions of captain Shortall, 
made fuch execution among the French, that they 
were checked in their progrefs^ and reco^ed a. few 
minutes. Thefe veterans however meant not tf> 
retreat, though their Irifh auxiliaries were as yet 
of little \ife to them in combat. They filled away 
in fmall parties to the right and lefi^ as if they 
meant to affail bur troops in flank, and feme of 
them are faid to have advanced on the Frazer fien- 
fibles in the left fo as almoft to reach the points Qf 
their bayonets. As yet, however, the French, 
who had k)ft many of their number, principally 
^y the fire of our artillery, had fired only a few 
•ftiots, when the royal army, feized with ^n 
unaccountable panic, broke on all fides, ncK- 
withftanding the utmoft exertions of th^B. pflfi- 
cers, and fled in extreme confufion through the 
town on the. road tp Tijam. Some individuals 
fired back on their purfuers in their flight through 
the ftreet, but fo unguarded was the rere, that a^ 
few Frenchmen, aduated by fome ftrange frolic, 

fome 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



imSH REBELLION. 237 

foihe fay feyen, fome feventeen, purfued t6 a con- 
fiderable diftance along the road, till lord Roden's 
cavalry wheeled and cut them down. 

A panic feemed ftill to operate on our troops, 
who made fo quick a retreat as to reach the town 
of Tuam, thirty miles from the fcene of aftion, on 
the night of the fame day, and to renew their 
march, after a fhort refreftiment, retiring ftill far- 
ther towards Athlone, where an officer of carabi- 
neers> withCxty of his mea, arrived at one o'clock 
on Tuefday the 29th, having performed a march 
of fixty-three miles (the diftance of Athlone from 
Caftlebar) in twenty-fcven hours. The artillery, 
loft by our army in this unexpefted defeat, confift* 
«d of fourteen pieces, of which four were curri- 
cle guns. Befide that of the carabineers, of 
which no return has been publiftied, the lofs of 
men has been ftated at fifty-three killed, thirty- 
four wounded, and two hundred and feventy- 
mne prifoners or miffing. Among the wounded 
were two lieutenants and three ferjeants. Among 
the prifoners and miffing were two majors, three 
captains, fix lieutenants, three enfigns, two officers 
of the ftaff, ten ferjeants, and two drummers. Of 
the privates miffing, the greater part (foldiers of 
the Longford and Kilkenny militia) were after- 
wards found to have deferted to the enemy, which, 
With other circumftances, gave fome grounds for 
fufpicion that treachery had fome (hare in the de- 
feat at Caftlebar. That not one of thefe delertcrs 
efcaped the death which their defeilion merited, 
is perhaps not unworthy of remark. The lofs of 
tiie French in killed and wounded is, with proba- 
bility. 
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bility, faid to have been greater than that of our 
troops, though not fatisfa<5lorily ftatcd 

The marquis Cornwallis, who from the firft in- 
telligence of the invafion, had, notwithftanding 
the fmallnefs of the invading army, been fo fenfible 
of the danger which might thence arife, as to have 
determined to march in perfon againft the enemy, 
arrived at Philipftown on the 26th of Auguft ; 
whente he proceeded next day to Kilbeggan, havr 
ing by the way of the grand canal made a pro*, 
grefs of forty.four Irifti, or fifty-fix Ehglifh miles 
in two days. Receiving here, on the 28th, very 
early in the morning, the difagreeabje news of the 
defeat at Caftlebar, he advanced to Athlone, 
wh^re he was pofitively informed by many who 
had fled through Tuam, particularly a lieutenaht 
of the carabineers, and captain O'Donnel of the 
Newport- Pratt yeomen, that the French had pur- 
fued the army of general X.ak6 to Tuam, driven it 
from that poft, and taken poflelfion of the town. 
If fuch a purfuit had been pofTible to the French, 
after their exhaufting march to Caftlebar, ^ven this 
extraordinary report might have been true, fince 
general Lake, having loft his artillery and ammu* 
nition, thought the poft of Tuam' unfafe with pa- 
nic-ftruck troops, many of them alfo diforderly, 
and judged a retreat expedient nearer to Athlone. 
Even on this town, fixty-three miles from the 
French army, which never moved farther in that 
line than Caftlebar, an attack was apprehended/ 
and pickets and patroles were advanced far on the 
roads to Tuam aod BaUinafloe. 

From 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IRISH REB^ELLION. 239 

From thefc faAs a judicious reader, acquainted 
with the ft ate in which Ireland then was, whete 
multitudes were prepared to rife in rebellion as 
foon as they ftiould fee any force in a probable 
condition to fupport them, may very probably be 
of opinion, that, if fuch a man as Cornwallis had 
no^ been at the head of the Irifh adminift ration, 
with full power to a& according to his own judg- 
ment, the confequences of this petty invafioa 
might have fpcedily become very ruinous to this 
kingdom. His excellency faw that the utmoft 
caution was expedient^ as well as vigour in the 
movements of his forces. The motions of the; 
main army immediately under his own command^ 
were calculated to cover the country, to intimi- 
date the abettors of rebellion, and to afford an op^ 
portunity of rallying to any fmaller bodies of troops 
which might be defeated ; while thefe bodies were 
^ordered to harrafs the enemy as much as poflible 
withcTut running rifles, or engaging in battle with- 
out almoft a certainty of fuocefs. The marquis 
proceeded on the 30th of Auguft in the road to 
Caftlebar, and arrived on the 4th of September at 
HoUymount, \vhence he intended to advance to 
the attack of the French army pofted at Caftlebar, 
fourteeen miles diftant, till in the evening of the 
fame day he received intelligence that the enemy 
had abandoned that poft in the morning, and 
liad marched in the diredion of Foxford. 

After their vidory at Caftlebar, the French re- 
ceived great additional acceffions of Irifti peafan- 
try to their ftandard, chiefly, as before, from the 

weftem 
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Weftera and mountainous parts of the county 6f 
Mayo. To furnifh thefe multitudes with fite- 
arms, the ftores brought from France was quite in- ^ 
fufficicnt, though, according to' the account of 
colonel Charoft to the biftiop of Killala, five thou- 
fand five hundred mufk<erts were diftributed in the 
laft mentioned place to the infurgents. Thefc 
new levies of mountaineers were generally very 
awkward in the ufe of guns, and proved to be of 
no very effedual aid ,to the French, who had ex- 
pefted far more powerful affiftance from the Irifti. 
They had alfoexpefted to be immediately follow- 
ed by additional troops and ftores from France. 
Totally difappointed in the former expectation, 
and feeing little profpeft of being gratified in the 
latter, tl?ey began to fufpeft that they had been 
fent on a defperate errand^ as a forlorn hope, ta 
annoy, not to conquer, the enemies of their coun- 
try. Like brave and faithful foldiers, they refolv- 
cd to perform their duty, even in this cafe, and to 
make eveiy effort in their power againft the Britifti 
government, until irrefiftible neceflity ftiould com- 
pel them to furrender. 

General Humbert, having ordered, on tlie^ ift of 
September, the troops left at Killala to repair to the 
main body, commenced a rapid march, very early 
in the morning of the 4th, from Caftlebar, through 
Foxford, toward the town of Sligo, perhaps with 
a defign of attempting to approach the county of 
Donegal, where the additional forces from France 
were expefted to make a landing. Lieutenant- 
colonel Crauford, witli a body of troops, fuppo^rted 

bv 
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hy another und^i? general I^ake, hung upon hjf^ 
rear, another under major-general Moore watched' 
his motions at a greater diftance ; while the mar- 
quis Cornwallis, with the main army, moved in a 
nearly parallel direction from HoUymount, through 
Clare and Ballyhaunis, toward Carrick-on-Shan- 
non, intending to regulate his fubfcqueht motionsf 
By thofe of the enemy. ^ , . » r 

The advanced guard of the French having pafled 
Tubbercurry, after a fkirmifh with fome yeoman 
guards,, and arrived at Coloony, was oppofed on 
th6 5th by colonel Verreker of the city of Lime- 
rick militia, who had marched from Sligo for the 
piirpofe, with three hundred infantry, thirty of 
the twenty- fourth regiment of light dragoons, and 
two curricle guns. The colonel found the en^my 
arranged for his reception between him and the 
town of Coioony. After a fmart aftion of about 
an hour's continuance, be was obliged to retreat, 
with the lois of his artillery, to Sligo, wheiice he 
withdrew his little army to Ballyfhannon. . He has . 
ftated his lofs of private foldjers at only fix killed 
and twenty-two. wounded. Himfelf and four other - 
ofiicers were flightly wounded, and one, enfign 
Rumley, flain. . He was informed that the lofs of the 
French exceeded fifty of whom thirty were wounded. . 
As colonel Verrejcer certainly proved himfelf a man 
of great fpirit, and fteady courage, in this aifair, I am 
not inclined to doubt his veracity ; and 1 fhould 
think that his little army acquitted itfelf with fuf- 
ficicnt honor without the fuppofition of its having 

R been' 
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been a£lually engaged with the whole French 
force, as the colonel ftates, inftead of the vanguard 
only*. 

This oppofition, though attended with defeat 
to the oppofers, is fuppofed to have caufed the 
French general to relinquifli his detign on Sligo- 
He direfted his march by Drummahair toward 
Manorhamilton in the county of Leitrim, leaving^ 
on the road, for the fake of expedition, three fix- 
pounders difmounted, and throwing five pieces 
more of artillery over the bridge at Drummahair 
into the water. In approaching Manorhamilton 
he fuddenly wheeled to the right, taking his way 
by Drumkcrin, perhaps with defign of attempting, 
if poflible, to reach Granard in the <:ounty of 
Longford, where an alarming infurredlion had 
taken place. Crawford's troops hung fo clofe on 
the rear-guard of the French as to come toadlioh 
with it on the 7th, between Drumfliambo and 
Ballynamare, in which aftidn (hey were repulfed 
v^ih fomelofs, and admonilhed to obferve more 
caution in the purfuit. 

The French army, paffing the Shannon at Bal- 
lintra, and halting fome hours in the night z% 
Glopne, arrived at Ballinamuck on the 8th of 
September, fo clofcly followed by the troops of 
Cblonel Crawford and general Lake, that its rear- 
ffijard was unable to break the bridge at Ballintra 
to impede the purfuit ; while lord Comwallis, with 

. the 

* The Frtnch arc fa Id to have miftaken the colqnel's army , 
for the vai^gaard of a much greater, and to have been thereby 
prevented ifrom attempting to furround it. 
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tlie gfatld armjr crofling the fame river at Carrick* 
en-Shannon, marehed by Mohill to Saint- Johnftowa 
in the county of Longford, to intercept it in front, 
in its way to Granard ; by which movemeuit it was 
reduced to fuch a fuuatlon that;^ if it fhould pro-. 
t:eed, it muft inevitably be furroundcd by Britifli 
forces in number, I believe, between twenty and 
thirty thouf^nd, and commanded by one of the 
fnoft accompliflied generals of the age. In this 
'defperate fituation Humbert arranged his forcfcs, 
with no other object, that I can conceive, than to 
maintain the honor of the French arms. The 
tear-guard being attacked by colonel Crawfotd^ 
^bout two hundred infantry furrendered*. The 
reft continued to defend themfelves for above half 
an hour, when, on the appearance of the main body 
^f general Lake's army, they alfo furrendered. The 
tebel auxiliaries, who had accompanied the French 
to this fatal field, being excluded from quarter, 
fled in all dire£lions, and were purfued with 
llaughten The number of their flain is reported 
to have been five hundred, which fecms much 
lefs to exceed the truth than returns of flain in the 
fouth-eaftern parts of Ireland.' Notwithftandingr 
its diminution by defertionsin its march, the force 
of the rebels, accompanying the French army, ii 
faid to have confifted of fifteen hundred tacXi at 
the time of this furrendry- The lofs of the kingV 
troops is ftated at three privates killed, ' twelve: 
wounded, three miffing, and one officer wounded, 
lieutenant Stephens of the. carabineers. The 
troops of general Humbert were found, when 

R z prifoncrs. 
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prifoncrs, to confift of feven? hundred aild forPp 
eight privates, and ninety-fix officers ; having fuf-' 
twined a left of 'two hundred and eighty -eight fincc- 
their^firft landing at Killala. 

„ The prudence of lord Cornwallis in the plan of 
hjls movemejQts, in a line between the invading 
force and the interior country, is evinced, befide- 
dther circumftances, from an infurre^ion in the 
neighbourhood of Granard, which had place while 
the French were marching from Gaftlebar, and 
had been defigned to make a powerful diverfionr 
in theirfavour, and even to^fford them a commo*^ 
dious poft*, whence thty might more conveniently* 
direA their operations' againft the metropolfe. The 
united confpiracy had been embraced by multi- 
tudes in the neighbouring counties, particularly 
in that of Longford, where men of property had 
efpoufed the caufe. Their plan is faid to have 
been to rife at the fummons of their chiefs in the' 
]{ieighb<>urhood of Granard, to feize that poft, and 
then with augmented hofts^ to attack- the » town of 
Ca van, where confiderable flares ^f arms and^ am-' 
munition were depofited. They nearly furprifed 
the former town ; a body faid to confift of fix 
thoufand,, but probably two or three thoufand," 
iixhgibitants of - the counties of Weftmeath and 
Xx)n®f<i!3rd, advancing againft if in the morning of 
the 5th dr. September, before any confiderable 
force ct)uld be procured for its protedlion* M^ftf 
critically, captain Cottingham of the Cavan and 
Baity haife yeoman infantry, arrived with eighty-. 
5ii^e me|i for its defence;, after an extremely expe-^ 

ditiousi 
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-Hitioiis march from Cavan, between fcven and 
eight o'clock in the morning, when the rebels had 
come within fight of the town, under the conduA 
of Alexander Dennifton, a yeoman lieutenant, of 
-the Maftrim cavalry, who had deferted his troop 
to join the infurgents. 

Cottingham's force, compofed wholly of yeo- 
-men, confifted of only a hundred and fifty-feven 
infantry and forty-nine cavalry. He chofe a ftrong 
^)ofitioa between the affailants and^the town, on 
•the hill on which-Granard isbuflt ; but-obferving 
ithat the rebels, who had'at firft advanced in one 
column, divided into three to furround his little 
army, he retreated to another pofition Hill neareir 
to the town. Here, proteAed .by a bank and other 
-fences, the yeomen awaited the onfet of the 
enemy, who, driyang before them a multitude of 
-cattle, which the defenfive party turned afidc 
without falling into confufion, advanced very clofe 
to their line, and received a deftrudive difcharge 
of mufketry. .They perfevered however in their 
attempt, with long intervals of paufe, during five 
'hours, fcom between nine and ten in the morning 
till between two and three in the afternoon, when 
they fled and were purfued with flaughter. The 
©umber of their flain is, in the captain's official 
-account, faid to have exceeded four hundred, and 
in an anonymous account nearly twice as many 
are afferted to have fallen ; while of the royal 
party not one was killed, and only two flightly 
wounded. The gallant officer, whofe condud on 
that day, with that of the men under his command, 

gave 
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gave a confpicuous proof of the efFeftual fervice of 
yeoman infantry,^ was, in proportion to his adual 
iiaerit, lefs inclined to exaggeration ; I cannot fup« 
pofc that fo many as two hundred could have faU 
len. Befide the officers, three gentlemen are 
much praifed for their behaviour on this occafion; 
Andrei Bell of Drumkeel, and Moutray Erfkine, 
who volunteered, and Ralph Dapping who de- 
fended the entrance into the town b/ the barracks^ 
This viftory was of great importance, fince it pre- 
vented the fpreading of the infurrediop, and thofe 
murders and devaftationa which muft have been 
its confequences. 

. The ftrongeft column of the rebels, compofcd 
of inhabitants of Weftmeath, dipe£led their march,, 
after their defeat, to Wilfon's Hofpital, an edifice, 
erefted for charitable purpofes, the maintenance 
of twenty aged men and a hundred boys, in the 
laft mentioned county, fix miles from Mullingar, 
from a legacy bequeathed by Andrew Wilfon of 
Piersfield- This building ha3 already been fei2:ed 
and plundered in the morning of the fame day, by 
another body of rebels, who, on the arrival of 
the defeated column, were taking meafures, (we 
^e told) to butcher on the fucceeding day, the 6th 
k>f Septembcir, twenty-eighr proteftants, who had 
been brought thither prifoners from the neigh- 
bouring country, when they were prevented by 
the approach of a fmall body of troops, about four 
o'^clock in the afternoon. This was a force col-^ 
iefted with great diligence by Lord Longford, 
compofed of yeomen and Argyle fencibles, the 
whole ftated by forae at between tyijo and three 
' hundred. 
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hundred, by others at twice as many. The fcncibles 
commanded by major Porter, who brought one field 
piece for the attack. A large body of the rebels, of 
whom about five hundred are faid to have been 
armed with firelocks, marched from the hofpita:! 
to meet thefe troops near the village of Bunbrulha. 
After ani abortive attempt of fome of their party 
to feize the field piece by an impetuous onfet, in 
which, by a difcharge of grape-fhot, many of 
them fufiered, the infui^ents maintained not the 
combat long. In their flight a f^arty took ihelter 
in a farm-houfe and oiEces which were in confe-., 
quence burned ; and probably many wretches 
perilhedin the flames. The troops, as daylight 
failed, la} on their arms all night, with intention 
to attack the hofpital in the mornings ; but they 
found it then evacuated by the infurgcnts, whofc 
lofs of men is reported by very doubtful authority 
to have been near two hundred in killed and 
wounded ; while that of the royal troops was only 
two men of the artillery, fliot by one rebel from 
behind a hedge. 

So fpeedy a fuppreflion of the rebels in the 
neighbourhood of Grauard, who no more, after 
thefe defeats by fp fmall a force, affembled in 
arms, might, with the furrcndry of the French 
army two days after at Ballinamuck, be fuppofed 
fuflicient to intimidate the reft of the rebels in the 
weftern parts into a relinquiftiment of all thoughts 
of a continuation of refiftance. Yet in thofe terri- 
tories of the county of Mayo, where they had firft 
rifen to aflift the invaders, they ftill perfevered in a 
4late of infurreftion. Intelligence indeed of Hum- 
bert's 
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hen's fijrremdry arrived not in ihefe psLY^&^forfyjpf 
days after ; and before its arrival, Caftlebar, whici:],' 
on its evacuation by the French, had been occu- 
pied by the king^'s troops, was attacked in the 
morning of the 12th of September, by a body cjf 
rebels, reported to be two thoufand in numbei:. 
The garrifpn, cojififting qf fifty-feven Frafer 
fenfibles, thirty-four volunteers (inclading boys^, 
and one troop of yeoman cavalry, was fo judici- 
oufly ported by captain Urquart of the Frafers, as \ 
to completely rout the affailants, whofe objefl was 
at lead to plunder the town, perhaps alfo, as has 
been aflerted, to murder all the prpteftapt inhabij- 
unts, and even the loyal Romanifts. The honour 
"of the town's prefervation is afcribed to captaip 
Urquart, who refolved on its defence, contrary, ^s 
js faid, to the opinion of a gentleman there, who 
advifed ^ts eyacuatioii' and the derelidion of alt 
to the plunderers. • 

Mofl of the towns; which had fallen into the 
hands of the rebels were about thi§ time recover- 
ed, as Newport and Weftport, by the fenfibles and 
yeomen, under the Hon. JDennis Browne, brother 
to the earl of Altamont, and captain Urquart ; 
but Ballina and Killala remained feme time longer 
in their pofleflion. On his niarch from Caftlebar, 
oa the 4th of September, Humbert had left no 
part of his army at Killala or Ballina, except three 
officer^ at the former, and one at the latter, jp 
command the rebels who formed the garrifons of 
thefe towns. Intelligence was received by thefe 
offiqers, on the izth, of the fate of their army at 

Ballina- 
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^allinamuck; which intelligence was, for good 
reafons, concealed from the rebels, until they werp 
jjiformed by fome of tlieir own party, who had 
efcaped from the flaughtcr. To account fatisfac;* 
torily for the tardinefs of the king's troops iji their 
march to thefe pofts, where the loyalifts were iji 
perpetual danger of affaffinatiop, I am not furnifh- 
ed with materials.; but they arrived not at BalU- 
'na till the 22d of September, about three o'clock 
in the afternoon, when, after a few difcharges of 
cannon and muflcetry, the rebel garrifon, wit^i its 
commander, a French pfficer, named True, fle^ 
toward Killala. 

On the 23d of September, thirty -two days aftc;: 
the landing of the French army, and fifteen after 
its capture at Ballinamuck, a large body of troops 
arrived at Killala, under the command of majo^r- 
general Trench, who would have been a day or 
two later in his arrival, if he had not been haftened 
by a meffage from jthe biftiop of Killala, concern- 
ing the extreme danger of his family, and the reft 
of the loyalifts in that town. " The peaceful iij- 
" habitants of Killala were now to be fpedlatofs 
'^ of ^ fcene which they had never ^xpeQed to 
" behold — a battle ! a fight which no perfon who 
" has feen it once, and pofleffes the feelings of a 
" human creature, would choofe to witnefs a fe- 
^' cond time. A troop of fugitives in full race 
** from Ballina — women and children tumbling 
** over one another to get into the caftle, or into 
" any houfe in the town where they might hope 
lor a momentary ftielter — continued for apain- 

'' ful 
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•' ful length of time to give notice of the approach: 
^^ of an army. 

" The rebels quitted their camp to occupy the 
** riling ground clofe by the town, on the ^oad to 
*' Balling, porting themfelves under the low ftone 
" walls on each fide in fuch a manner as enabled 
" them with great advantage to take aim at the 
** king^s troops. They had a ftrong guard alfo on 
" the other fide of the town toward ^oxford, hav.. 
" ing probably received intelligence, which was 
'* true, that general Trench had divided his forces- 
V at Crofmalina, and fent one part of them by a 
'^ detour of three miles to intercept the fugitives 
" that might take that courfe in their flight. This 
'* laft detachment confided chiefly of the Kerry 
" militia, under the. orders of lieutenant-colonel 
<' Crolbie, and Maurice Fitzgerald, the knight; 
" of Kerry ; their colonel, the earl of Glandore, 
** attending the general. It is a circumftance, 
*' which ought never to be forgotten by the loy- 
" alifta of Killala, that the Kerry militia were fo 
** wrought upon by the exhortations of thofe two 
^^ fpirited officers, to lofe no time to cpme to the 
" relief of their prerifhi^g; friends, ^ that they ap-^ 
'^ peared on the fouth fide of the town at the fame 
^^ inftant with theic fellows on the oppofite fide, 
" though they had a league more of road to per- 
^ form. 

** The two divifions of the royal army were 
**' fuppofed to make up about twelve hundred, 
" men, and they had five pieces of cannon. ; The 

" nifmber 
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^* number of the rebels could not be afcertaine<L 
** Many ran away before the engagement, whUe 
<< a very confidcrable nun^ber flockedl into th^ 
'* tQwn in the very heat of it, pafling under Jthe 
*' caftle windows in view of the French officers oi^ 
^^. horfebacka running upon death with as little 
*^ appearance of r^exion or concern, as if they 
" were haftening to a fttow. About four hundred 
" of thefe mifguided men fell in- the battle apd^ 
^^ immediately after it. Whence it may be con- 
^* jeftured that their entire number fcarcely ex- 
<^ ceeded eight or nine hundred."* To account 
for fo great a flaughter, we are to obferve from the 
fame excellent narrative from which I have air 
ready trinfcribed, that they met with death on 
every fide where they atten>pted to efcape ; for, 
when driven from their poft outfide the town by a 
flanking fire of the foldiery, they fled in all direc- 
tions, they were furioully purfued by the Roxburgh 
cavalry, who flaughfered many in the ftreets, and 
were either intercepted at the other end of the 
town by the Kerry militia, or direfted their flight 
to the Ihoje, where alfo " the fugitives were fwept 
" away by fcbres, a cannon being placed on the 
^^ oppotite fid[e of the bay, which did great execu- 

'' tion.^t 

The purfuit of the cavalry into the toVi^n " was 
<* not agreeable to military pradlice, according to 

" which 

* A ns^rrativc of what; pafled at Killala, by an cye-witaefs, 
(appofed to be the bifhop of KiUala. I>ublin, 1800. 

f Idem. 
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" which it is ufual to commit the affault of a town 
** to the I infantry ; but here the general wifely 
•^ rfeverfed.the mode, in , order to prevent there- 
*' ,bels, by ajapid purfuit, from taking ihelter ia 
5* the houfes of the towns-folk, a circumftancc 
*^ which .was Jikdy .to provoke indifcriminate 
^* flaughter and pillage. The meafure was atr 
'^ tended wiih the deficed fuccefs. A confiderable 
** number was cut down in the ftreets, and of ^he 
'* remainder but a few were able to efcape into 
." the houfes. Some of the defeated rebels, how- 
5' ever, jdid force their way into houfes, and by 
•* confequence brought mifchief upon -the inno- 
^* cent inhabitants, without beneiit to themfelves. 
" The firft houfe, after paffing the bilhop*s, is that 
" of Mr. William Kirk wood ; itsfituatioaexpofcd 
*^ it on this occafion to peculiar danger, as it fronts 
" the main ftreet, which was raked entirely by a 
^' line of fire. A flying rebel had burft through 
^* the door, followed by fix or feven foldiers: they 
" poured a volley of muQcetry after him, which 
" proved fatal to Mr. Aiidrevv Kirkwood, a moft 
*^ loyal and refpeftable citizen, while he was re- 
" joicing at the vidlory, and in the very aA of 
" fhouting out * God fave the King' ! * In fpite 

", of 

* The killing of loyalifts by the king's troops had place, ft 
feems, in the weft as well as the caft of Ireland. The proteftants 
of a village called Carrowearden, near Killala, having been brought 
away prifoners by a body of rebels, were, on the rout of tbit 
body by an army from Sligo marching to Killala,^ under lord 
Portavlington, put to death by the foldiery. 
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** of tlic exertions of the general and his officers^ 
** the town exhibited ailnioft all the marks 6t a 
*^ placd taken by ftofm. Some hotifes were per- 
" forated like a riddle : moftof them had their 
" doors and windows deftroyed; the trembling 
** inhabitants fcarcely efcapingwith lif6, by lying 
" proftrate on the floor, l^'or ^asit till the clofe 
*^ of next day that ttdir ekr^\tere relie'l^ed froiii 
** the' horrid' found'' of raufkets difchatged^ eifery 
" mirrute at- flying arid powerlefs rebelsl 'fhe 
•' plague of war fo often Vifits the world that we 
" are apt to liften to any defcription of it witK 
" the indifference of fatiety : it is the adual in- 
'* fpedion only, that flrews the monfter in itis pro- 
" per and full deformity." f*' 

The townof Killala, thtfs'recovered by his riia- 
jfeftyV forces, had been thirty-two days in the pof- 
feflion of the Ftench and rebeli. Of the tranfac- 
tions which occurr^therfe dfaring that peribdj tlic 
public is'f^vocired withfan ifiteVefting narrative, 
univerfally fiippofed to be th-e produflion of the 
learned Dr. Stock, lord bifhop of Killala, who, 
with his family, was all that time in the hands of 
tlie invaders and their auxiliaries. This narrative 
is valuable, fince itis calculated for the preven- 
tion of thofe errors which, frolrt the watit of luch' 
authentic and impartial ddcuftients; are; apt to^ 
ereep into hiftory, a:nd to become fo eftablilhed b/ 
rime as if they were unqueftionable fads. Itis' 
4rartremely honourable to the writer, fince \t 

evinced 

ftNarfativcof whatpaflVdat Killala, &c. 
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evinces a genuine goodnefs of heart, zjx,d a mind 
fo cultivated, fo candid, fo elevated above vulgar 
prejudices and the fervile fear of partjr, as to dif- 
cern and publicly acknowledge the virtues of an 
enemy. 

The vifitation of his clergy had been appointed 
by the biftiop to be held on the 23d of Auguft ) 
but the unfavourable winds which caufed the de- 
barkation of the French troops in the bay of Kil- 
lala on the 22d, fumifhed him with company of a 
very differe&t kind. In his misfortune, however^ 
he had the great confolation of finding that^ ex* 
cept his rebel countrymen, the enemies into whofe 
hands he had fallen were polite and generous. ^ 
" Humbert defircd him to be undej no apprehen-* 
** fion— himfelf and all his people fhould be treat- 
" ed with refpeftful attention, and nothing ihould 
*^ be taken by the French troops but what was 
*^ abfolutely neceflary for their fupport'; a pro* 
** mife which, as long as thefe troops continued 
*^ in Killala, was moji religiottjly ohjerved, excepting 
'^ only a fmall fally of ill humour or roughnefs oa 
" the part of the commander toward the bifhop.'* 
The caufe of this piece of roughnefs was, that 
boats, for the tranfportation of the artillery axid 
ftores from the fhips, and cars and horfes for tKe 
forwarding of them by land, could not be procur- 
ed by the general, by the oflfer of high prices or 
other means, till addreffing the biftiop as the prin- 
cipal perfonage, and telling him that he muft prol 
cure thefe neceffaries for him, he pretended, oa 
the failure of a commmiffion which the biftiop 

could 
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could not execute, to burft into a violent rage, and, 
to fend his lordlhip a prifoner to France. This 
produced the effe£l intended. The owners of the 
requifite^ vehicles immediately made their appear- 
ance to fave the bifliop, who received the apology 
of the general for the feverity with which the fitu- 
ationof his afTaird had conflrained him to ad. 

The candid writer thus defcribes the little army 
of invaders. " Intelligence, a6livity, temperance, 
*^ patience, to a furprifing degree, appeared to be 
" combined in the foldiery that came over with 
^* Humbert, together with the exadeft obedience 
" to difcipline* Yet, if you except the grena- 
'^ diers, they had nothing to catch the eye. Their 
V ftature for the moft part was low, their complex- 
** ions pale and fallow, their clothes much the 
*' worfe fpr the wear: to a fuperficial obferver 
^\ they would have appeared incapable of endur* 
" ing almoft any hardftiip. Thefe were the men^ 
** however, of whom it was prefently obferved, 
*^ that they could be well content to live on bread 
** or potatoes, to drink water, to make the ftones 
** of the ftr^et their bed, and to fleep in their 
V- clothes, with no covering but the canopy of 
** heaven. One half of their number had ferved 
'* in Italy under Buonaparte ; the reft were of the 
«* army of the Rhine, where they hadfuflfereddif* 
** trcffes that well accounted for thin perfons and 
*' wan looks. Several of them declared, with all 
** the marks of fincerity, that at the fiege of Mentz, 
*' during the preceding winter, they had for a 
*' long time flept on the ground in hples made 

" four 
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^^ four feet deep under the fnow. And an officer, 
*' pointing to hisleatlier fmall-clothes, affured the 
*^ bifhojD that' he had" not takeh tliehi off for a"* 
'^ melv^emonth 

*" Humbert, the Icider of this lingular body of' 
**" men, was himfelf as extraordinary a perfonage 
*' as any in his army. Ofa good height andihape^ 
*^ ih the full vigour of life, pirompt to decide, quick 
*^ itiexreeutfoii, ajDpalenfly mkfter of his art, you" 
^^ cdttld tibt reflifelirtn the pratfe of a good officer, 
*^ while his J)hyfi6gnbmy forbade ydii'to like bim 
"* as a man. His eye, which was fniall and Ueepv, 
*^ (the efTeft, probably, of niuch watching) caft a ^ 
**^ fide-long glance of infidioufnefs and even of 
^^ cruelty: it was the eye of a cat preparing to 
*^ fpring upon her prey. His education and raan- 
*^ ners were indicative of a perfon fprung from the 
*^ loweft orders of fociety, though he knew how 
'^ (as moft of his countrymen clan do J to aflume, 
" where it wa6 conven?ent, the depbrfment of a 
" gentleman. Pbr leai^iling, he had fcarcely 
^^ enough tcT enable hini to write his name. His 
•^ paffibns wer^ furidus, and all his behavioiir 
"' feemed marked with the chara£lei*s of rbughn^fs 
" and violence. A narrower obfervation of him > 
" however, ferved to difcover, that much of this 
"' ronghnefs was the refult of art, being afTumed 
*^ with the view of extorting by terror a ready 
" compliance with liis commands'. Of thils truth 
" the bilhbp himfelf was one of the firft who had 
" occafion to be made fenfible," — as has beeti^l- ' 
li^ady related, . 

The 
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The officer left by Humbert at Killala, in cpm- 
niand, " lietrtenant- colonel Charoft, had attained 
** to the age of five-and-fbrty. He was born in 
" Paris, the fon (as the writer was told) of awatch^ 
" maker in that city, who fent him over early tp 
*^ fome connexions in St. Domingo, where he wat 
" fortunate to marry a wife with a plantation for 
" her dowry, which yielded him, before the trou- 
*' bles, an income of two thoufand pounds fterling 
*^ per annum. By the unhappy war, which ftill 
" defolates that ifland, he loft every thing, even 
" to his wife, and his only child, a daughter: they 
^' were taken on their paffage to France, and fent 
" away to Jamaica. His eyes would fill when 
^^ he told the family that he had not feen thefc 
*^ dear relatives for fix years paC, nor even had 
** tidings of them for the laft three years. On hi^ 
" return to France he had embraced the military 
" life, and had rifeii by due degrees to the rank 
*^ which he now filled. He had a plain, good 
** underftanding. He feemed carelefs or doubt- 
" ful of revealed religion, but faid that he believ- 
" ed in God, was inclined to think that there muft 
*V be a fiiturc ftate, and was very fure that, while 
" he lived in this world, it was his duty to do all 
*^ the good to his fellow-creatures that he could. 
*^ Yet what he did not exhibit in his own condudl, 
" he N appeared to refpeft in others ; for he took 
" care that no noife nor difturbance fhould be 
*^ made in the caftle on Sundays, while the family 
'* and many proteftants from the town were af- 
^^ fembled in the library at their devotions.'' 

s « Boudet, 
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" Boudet, the next in rank to the commandant, 
^ wasii captain of foot, a native of Normandy, 
*^ twenty-eight years of age. His father, he faid, 
** was ftill living, though fixty-feven years old 
" when he was bom. His height was fix feet two 
*' inches. In ] Ton, complexion, and grarvity, 
" he was no ^ dequate reprefentation of the 
^' knight of La ncha, whofe example he fol* 
** lowed in a rcc of his own prowefs and won- 
** derful exploits, lelivered in meafured language, 
'* and an impofing ferfoufnefs of afpeft.*' The 
writer afcribes to him vanity, pride, and an irafci- 
ble temper; but believed him to have more than 
dn ordinary fhare of feeling ; and that hi$ integrity 
and courage appeared nnqueftionable ; and fays, 
*' on the whole, when We became familiarifed 
*' to his failings, we faw reafbn every day to re- 
*' fpeft his virtues/* 

Another French officer defcribed by this writer 
ivasPonfon, only five feet and a half in ftature,but 
~^6luated by an unremitted flow of animal fpirits, 
and ihcefiantly noify. ** He was hardy, and patf- 
^* ent to admiration of labour and want of reft. 
^* A continued watching of five days and nights 
^* together, when the rebels were growing defpe- 
*' rate for prey and mifchief, did not appear to 
^* fink his fpirits in the fmalleft degree. He was 
** ftriftly honeft, and could not bear the want of 
*^ this quality in others ; fo that his patience was 
*' pretty well tried by his Irifti allies :'* but he ex- 
preffed a contempt of the forms of religion, to. an 
excels which is juftly afcribed to "vanity, the mi- 

'' ferable 
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" ferable afFeftation of appearing to- be more 
'' wicked than he really was/' A fifth officer, 
named True, is defcribed as a man of brutal be« 
haviour, and of an appearacc correfponding to his 
charadler — " a front of brafs, an inceflant fraudful 
" fmile, manners altogether vulgar, and in his 
*^ drefs and peyfon a negleft of cleanlinefs even 
*^ beyond the affeded negligence of republicans/' 
The charafters of thefe officers may be little in 
terefting to fome readers, but they were far from 
being matters of no concern to the inhabitants of 
Killala and its neighbourhood. If they had all 
been of the fame difpofition as True, or even if 
they had not been men of adlive humanity, the 
county of Mayo might have exhibited fcenes of 
maffacre fimilar to thofe of the county of Wex- 
ford ; fince without their exertions the proteftants 
would have been imprifoned by the rebels, as hof- 
tages, on whom the deaths of their affociates, 
taken prifoners and hanged by the king's army, 
ftiould be retaliated. Highly indeed to the honor 
of the French forces in general, the ingenuous nar- 
rator of the tranfaftions at Killala, gives the fol- 
lowing teftimony with refpeft to the behaviour of 
Humbert's army. " And here it would be an adt 
*« of great injuflice to the excellent difcipline, 
" conftantly maintained by thefe invaders while 
** they remained in our town, not to remark, that 
** with every temptation to plunder, which 'Ihe 
" time, and the number of valuable articles wfth- 
'^ in their reach, prefented to them in the biihop's 
/f palace, from a fideboard of plate and glafles, a 

s 2 '' hall 
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^\ hall filled with hats, whips, and great coats, as 
** well of the gueftsas of the family, not a fingle 
^\ particular of private property was found to have 
** been carried away, when the owners, after the 
'^ firft fright was over, came to look for their ef- 
** fefts, which was not for a day or two after the 
" landing. Immediately upon entering the din- 
" ing-room, a French officer had called for the 
" bifhop's butler, and gathering up the fpoons 
" and glafles, had defired him to take them to his . 
^'' pantry. Befide the entire ufe of other apart- 
*^ mepts, du^ii^g th^ Jftay of the French in Killala, 
** the attick ftory, cpiitaining a library and three 
** bed-chamber§, continued facred to the bifhop 
•^ and his fannly.. And fo fcrupulous was the de- 
** licacy of the French not to difturb the female 
•* part of the boufe, that not one of them was ever 
" feen to go higher than the middle floor, except 
", on the evening pf their fuccefs at Cafllebar, 
" when two officers begged leave juft to carry to 
** the f imily the ne\ys of the battle, andfeemecl 
" a little mortified that tht intelligence was re-s 
" ceived with an air of diflatisfaftion.'' 

This army, however, fo fefpedful of perfons and 
private property, had come into the kingdom def- 
titute of money for the advancement of their en- 
^erprife. : Its leaders promifed that " ready mov^ey 
*> Was to come over in the Ihips expelled every 
" day from France : in the mean time, whatever 
" was brought involuntarily, or taken by necef- 
" fity^ to anfwer the oecafiotis of the army, ftiould 



iT^- . ' Digitized by Google 



IRISH JREBELLtON. ±&l 

' *^ be punAually paid for in drafts on the fixture 
*' direftory of Ireland, of which the owners of the 
" goods demanded were courteonfly invited to 
*' accept. For the firft two or three days many 
" people did apply for fuch drafts to the French 
" commiffary of floras, whofe whole timeappear- 
" ed to be taken up with writing them. Indeed 
" Ithe bifl^op himfelf was of opinion that thelofcrs 
*' would a& wifely to accept of them, not, as he 
*' told the people, that they would ever produce 
" payment where it was promifed, but becaufe 
** they might ferve as documents to our own go- 
*^ vernment, when, at a future period it (hould 
'^ come to inquire into the loffes fuflained by its 
" loyal fubjefts. The trouble, however, of the 
** commiffary, in iffuing drafts on a bank in prof- 
*' pc6l, wa« not of long duration. The people 
" fmiled firft, and he joined himfelf in the fmile 
^' at lafl, when he offered the airy fecurity.*' — 
Thus though private plunder for the emolument 
of individuals was neither allowed nor praftifed, 
yet the neceffitous condition in which this army 
landed, obliged its leaders to adopt this mode of 
public, regulated plunder for its fubfiftence. If 
cafti had not been wanting to the rulers of France, 
they might be fuppofed to have afted from policy 
in fending none into a country which rouft remain 
hoftile, if tbeinvafion (hould prove abortive ; and 
which otherwife, they might think, ought to be 
obliged to fuftain the expences of its own r,evo- 
lution. 

if 



Digitized by 



Google 



$/Bi HISTORY OF THE 

If neccflity obliged the French, for the fupport 
of their entcrprife, to adopt a plan of public plun- 
der, one of the chief incitements to the unfonu- 
nate peafantry, in the country about Killala, to 
repair to the ftandard of th'efe invaders, was the 
thirft of private pillage, the indulgence of which 
no eflforts of their more civilifed affociates could 
prevent. Of this the defpoiled loyalifts of Mayo 
felt the fad eSe&s through a large extent of coun- 
try. Here, as in the fouth-eaftern parts, which had 
already fuifered by rebellion, proteftant and loyal- 
ift were terms almoft fynonimous. " The only per- 
" fons of the eftabliftied church who took arms 
*^ againft their fovereign, in favour of the invaders, 
" were two drunken fots of Killala, who thinking 
*^ apoftacythe fitteft prelude to treafon, before 
** they embraced the French party, did firft pub- 
" licly declare themfelves converts to the church 
" of Rome.* That enmity to the proteftant reli- 
^* gion entered into the motives of the devaftation 
'^ in Connayght, cannot with any fhew of reafou 
" be denied, finceitis notorious that, except dur- 
^' ing the indifcriminate plunder which took place 
" at the capture of Caftlebar, very few inftances 
^' occurred, throughout the province, of the houfe 
" or property of a Roman catholip being ijyurcd 
*' by the rebels,! 

The miferable bigotry of the lower claffes of 
Irifti Romanics was very incpnfiftent with the 

notions 

* Narrative of tranfadtons at Killala, page 17. 
f Idem-, page 118. 
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tioliou$ of their French allies, "The wonder, 
"was/' fays the narrator of Killala, " how the 
zealpus papift fhould come to any terms of agree- 
ment with a fet of men, who boafted openly in 
our hearing * that they had juft driven Mr Pope 

* out of Italy, and did not expeft to find him To 
' fuddenly in Ireland." It aftonifhed the French 

, officers to hear the recruits, when they offered 
their fervice, declare, * that they were come to 

* take arms for France and the Bkjfed Virgin.^ The 
conduA of the feveral priefts, who engaged in the 
fame treafonable enterprifc, was yet more furpri- 
fing than that of their people. No fet of men 
could be treated with more apparent marks of 
diflike, and even contempt, than thefe were by 
the French, though againft the plaineft fuggeftioris 
of policy, which recommended attention to them, 
both as haviijg an influence over their flocks, and 
as ufeful interpreters, moft of them, from their fo- 
reign education, being able to fpeak a little 
French, Yet the c^pmmandant would not truft to 
^their interpretation : if he, wanted to know the 
J:ruth^ h^ waited till he could fee the biftiop"* to 
interpret for him. The proteftants of Killala en- 
joyed, under the proteAion of the French officers, 
the privilege of attending divine fervice every 
Sunday in the biftiop's palace, commonly called the 
caftle. The cathedral remained (hut, and the 
Romsi.nifls often threatened, to feize it for their 
own ufe ; but they were always reftrained by the 
prefence of thefe officers. 

While 

* Narrative, &c. p. 97. 



Digitized by LjCJOQ IC 



Ji64 HISTORY OF THB 

While a body of French forces remained in 
Killala, their commanders were enabled to afford ^ 
eflfeftual proteftion to the proteftants. But when 
thefe troops were fummoned elfewhere, and no 
Frenchman was left, except three officers, Charoff, 
Boudet, and Ponfon, the profped was truly hor- 
rible. Yet Providence was kind beyond expec- 
tation^ " Whatever could be eifeded by vigi- 
" lance, refolution, and conduft, for the fafety 
** of a place committed to them, was to a furpri- 
« fing degree effeaed for the diftrid of Killala by 
** thefe three French officers, without the fupport 
<Vof a fmgle foldier of their own country ; and 
" that for the long fpace of twenty-three days, 
" from the firft of September to the day of the 
*' battle," or recovery of Killala by the King's 
army. As the Romanifls, notwithftanding the 
orders of the French officers for that purpofe, - 
would not confent that proteftants (hould have 
arms for the protedlion of their houfes againft 
pillagers, another expedient was adopted. " The 
" French, it was faid, had divided the town and 
**' neighbourhood of Caftlebar into diftridls, ap- 
^' pointing over each a municipal officer with a 
" guard at his command, properly ar«ned for the 
** public defence ; and the fchemc had there 
^^ the defired fuccefs. A proclamation was there- 
^' fore iffued for eftablifhing a fimilar form through 
^* the canton over which Charoft prefided. Th^ 
** country was thrown into departments : A ma- 
<* giftrate, to be ele6led by his neighbours, was to 
*♦ take charge of each with the help of a guard of 

V fixtcen 
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**• fifteen or tweaty men : arms and ammunition 
** were to be diftributed to thefe, under an exprefr 
** ftipulation, that neither officers nor men fhould 
** be marched out of their refpe6livc departments, 
** nor employed againft their fovcrcign> nor in: 
" any fervicc eicept that of keeping the peace. 
" The town of Killala was committed to the pro- 
" tedion of one hundred and fifty men, in thrc^ 
" bodies, all to be obfervant of the orders of Mr. 
N ** James Devitt, the civil magiftrate unanimonfly 
** chofen by the people, becaufe he was a fubftan- 
^* tia| tradefman, a Roman catholic, and a man 
'^ of fenfe and moderation. He had under him 
" two afiiflants of his 6wn religion. The benefits 
*' of this regulation were felt immediately in the 
'^ eftablifhment of tolerable order and quiet, at 
" leaft in and about the town ; and without doubt 
*' they would have been felt to a greater extent, 
" if the French power had been firmer. • 

*^ The example of Killala was prefently copied 
** in the other departments. Magiflrates were 
" elcfted, always Roman catholics, but commonly 
" of the better fort among them, perfons who had 
" no defire to take arms againft the Britilhgovern- 
" ment* Some of thefe applied to the biftiop for 
** his opinion, whether they fliould incur the 
" penalties of treafon by adling under a foreign 
" pow^r, merely for the common fafety, and 
" under the conditions ftated above. His anf\yer 
" was, that he was no lawyer ; but having always 
" found the law of England to be confonant to 
'* reafon, he would take upon him to fay, there 

" could 
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" could be no Uw forbidding to do, under thefc 
'' circumftances, what was abfolutely enjoined 
*^ by the gteat law of felf-prefervation. It is 
" reported . that, when the rebellion was over, 
^* feveral perfons muttered againft this do£lrine. 
" It might be conceded, they faid, to the exifting 
•• terror, but it was not found, becaufe it might 
^^ be employed as an excufe for a tame and 
«« prompt fubmiflion to any invaders. To fuch 
<< tranquil declaimers on the merit of cafting 
" away life and property, in preference to bowing 
" the head to a ftorm, it is obvious to reply, that 
" had they changed fituations with thofe who itc- 
" tually felt the diftrefs, it is more than probable 
^* they would have feen good reafon to adopt the 
** very condudl, which in the fulnefs of fecurity 
" they take upon them to condemn*. To fubmit 
" to a king defaSo^ and even to aft by a com- 
*• miflion from fuch a one to preferve the peace of 
^^ the community, provided by fo dbing you do 
*f not preclude yourfelf from returning under the 
** government of a king dejure, is a praftice fanc- 
** tioned by the authority of our moll equitable 
" Engliflilawt." 

This temporary fyftem of police, imperioufly 

demanded by the iituation of affiirs, though it 

proved in general of very great utility, was not 

^ . always 

* That the narrator is right I have no dovfat, as I have found ' 
men praStcally cautious of danger in proportion to the boldneft 
of \\it\r prof ejjions. 

f Narrative, &c. p. 54, 57. 
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always effcflual for the prevention of plunder. 
The rebel guards " had the power at any inftant 
" to throw open the houfes to their compaAions 
" ^ibroad, and let in depredation at leaft, if no- 
" thing worfe. And this was a miCchicf too that 
** happened not unfrequently. At Caftle-Lackcn, 
" Caftlereagh, and othef houfes belonging to pro- 
** teftants, where guards had been Rationed, the 
" foldiers proved traitors, and admitted rogues 
" from without to plunder the families they were 
** fent to defend*. The village of Mulhfarragh, m 
" colony of induftrious^prefbyterian weavers from 
" Ulfter, on prjctence of fearching for arms, was 
** ranfacked in three nodlurnal invafions of the 
" rebels, till there was nothing left in it worth 
" carrying away ; and tliis in defiance of a pro- 
'^ te£kion under the hand of the commandant, 
" obtained fpr them and their paftor by the bi- 
" fhop. The poor fuiferers came in tears to M*' 
" Charoft, to return him a pit)te6lion which had 
" done them no good. It (hocked him very 
** much. Often did he whifper the bifhop, that 
•^ no confideration fhould prevail on him again to 
" truft himfcif to fuch a horde of favag^ as the 
" Irifhf. The ravages of the rebels were en- 
" couraged by fome of their chiefs ; and fpoil 
^* was not the fole, or even principal objeft of 
*' their leaders, for they deftroycd in every decent 
" habitation much more than they carried away. 
^^ Depreflion cff the induftrious and better fort, 

'' the 

- ♦ Narrative, &c. p. 58. f Idem, p. 103.. 
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** tha tiniverfal levelling^ of conditions, in order 
*^ to bring on the glorious reign of equality, fuch 
*'. appeared to be tlie wifti of thofe who afpired at, 
'* all to the praife of thinking, and called them- 
** fclves republicans : the mob had no prompters 
" but luft of pillage and fuperftition/' 

The leaders, whom the^Connaught rebels found 
among themfelves, were, as may be fuppofed from 
what has been faid of their giving countenance to 
depredation, almoft without exception a raoft ig- 
noble fet of men, *^ Bellew, their earlieft officer, 
*' was a drunken brute to whom nobody paidobe- 
" dience, even before he was turned out of office 
•* by the commandant. Little better, cither for 
•^ talent or fobriety^ wasO'Dowd, amanoffome 
** eftate in the county, and almoft the only gen- 
" tleman that took arms with the rebels, for which 
** he paid the forfeit of his life at Balfinamuck. 
** Mr. Richard Bourke of Ballina had fome mi^ 
" litary knowledge, was a good drill ferjeant, 
•* firm in combat, and popular ; fo that he might 
" have done the harm he wifhed, if the habitual 
•* ftupefaftion of drink had not been an over-. 
•^ match for his malice* O'Donnel knew nothing 
•• of arms, nor was he likely to learn the profef* 
** fion quickly, his petulance making him unfit 
•• for difcipline. Yet the vulgar, who can dif- 
^* eern in others what they have not in themfelves, 
•^ follewed this young man more readily ihati 
" any other who pretended to leaff them, becaufe 
" they faw he had more fcnfe, more command 
*' of himfelf, and more moderation in the exercife 

*^ of 
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•^ of authority. Even the Ipyalifts at KiWa^ ac- 
" knowledged obligation to him for the induftry. 
" with which they faw him exert himfelf to pre- 
" vent pillage, patroling the ftreets on horfeback' 
** for feveral nights together, and withholding 
** both by^threats and perfuafion thofe whom he 
" found bent upon mifchief */^ This teftimony^ 
whatever were his failings, is extremely honor- 
able to the memor)^ of^O'Donnel, who had cooi^ 
from the country of Erris, and was killed in b&itle 
Ijy the king's troops in the retakingof KillaU* 

The exertions of the three Frenchmen and 
O'Donnel for the protedion of Ipyalifts were con- 
tinually required more every day, cfpecially after 
the news arrived of the capture of Humbert's 
army at Ballinamuck. *t- The intelligence did not; 
" feem by any means to produce on the minLts of 
" the rebels the effeft that might naturally have 
*^ been expefted, their gradual difperfion and re- 
" turn to their own homes. On the contrary, the 
** refort to the camp in the biftiop'a meadowy grew 
" greater every day, the talk of vengeance on the 
" proteftants was louder and more frequent, the 
" rebels were drilled regularly, ammunirioa was 
" demanded, and every pr'eparation made for an 
" dbftinate defence againft the arms of their fove- 
^ reign. Carelefs of the future or trufling to the 
** delay which muft b^ occafioned by the diftance 
" of the king's -army, th^y thought of nothing 
" but living merrily as long as they mig:ht, upon 
" the property that lay at their mercy, and they 
" did ufe their power of doing mifchief moft ter- 

^<^ riblv." 
* Narrative^ &c. p. 127, ^i 8. 
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" ribly,^'* On the 19th of Septerabcr, the cla- 
mour for imprifonment of the proteftants as hof- 
tages became fo violent, that probably th(^ fatal 
meafurc would have been adopted, in fpite of the 
mmoft efforts of the humane and fpirited officers, 
if it had not been prevented hy a ftratagem of the 
bifhop. 

He propofed that two ambafladors, the one a 
rebel chieftain, named Roger M'Guire, the other 
a loyalift. Dean Thompfon, fhould go to the com- • 
mander of the king's: forces at Cadlebar, with a 
flag of truce, and a letter from himfelf, fetting forth 
to the commander the fituation of the proteftants 
at Killala, and expreffing their hope that nothing 
would be done to the prifoners at Caftlebar which 
might provoke reprifals on the proteftants at KiU^ 
lala. Thefe ambafladors returned from their pe- 
rilous journey in the evening of the 21ft. '* Dean 
•* Thompfon, though clofely watched by his fel- 
•« low meflenger, as long as the latter wj»s able to 
" keep himfelf awake, had found means to have 
•^ a private conference with general Trench." 
Doubtlefs the refult of this converfation was a very 
polite letter from the general to the bifhop, " aflur- 
" ing him that his prifoners were, and fhould be, 
" treated with all poffible tendeifnefs and humanity. 
" The letter was publicly read to the multitude, 
" and left in their hands."f This caufed at leaft 
an irrefolution among the'infurgents, numbers of 
whom had that day menaced the proteftants, and 

their 

* Narrative, &c. p. 1 17. f Wcm, p. 133, 134. 
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their abettors, as they called the French ; and had 
declared a determination of choofing new leaders^ 
and of plundering the town that very eveaing, in 
fpite of the French and of O'Donnel. This irrc- 
foliition moft fortunately continued, notwithftand* 
ing that early the nej^t morning " the loyalifts 
•* were defired by the rebels to come up with 
*' them to the hill on which the needle-tower is 
*^ built, in order to be eye-witneffes of the havoc 
" a party of the king's army was making, as it ad- 
** vanced towards them from Sligo. A train of 
'* fire too clearly diftinguiftied their line of march, 
•* flaming up from the houfes of unfortunate pea- 
" fants. * They are only a few cabins,' remarked 
" the biftiop ; and he had fcarcely uttered the 
" words, when he felt the imprudence of them. 
" * A poor man's cabin,* anfwered one of the re- 
'* bels, * is to him as valuable aS a palaceV'f 

Thefe infurgents, thus irrefolute to kill in cold 
blood, (hewed no want of refolution in defence of 
their poft when aflailed by the army, as is already 
mentioned in the account of the retaking of KiU 
lala. The narrator often quoted fays elfewhere, 
" to do them juftice, thepeafantry never appeared 
" to want animal courage, for they flocked toge- 
" ther to meet danger whenever it was expe&ed. 
" Had it pleafed Heaven to be as liberal to them 
'* of brains as of hands, it is not eafy to fay to what 
" length of mifchief they mjght have proceeded ; 
'* but they were all along unprovided with leaders 

'' of 

t Narrative, 5cc. p. 1 55. 
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^« Qf any ability."* What mod furprifeeJ rac i»^ 
that thefe peafants, after having been fo long drill- 
ed under the infpeftion of French pfficcfs, ihould 
yet not know how to take aini at an enemy, Ijj 
his account of the retaking of Killala, the narrator 
fays, '' we kept our eyes on the rebels, who feemed 
^' to be polled with fo much advantage behind 
" the ftone walls that lined the road. They le- 
i« veiled their pieces, fired very deliberately from 
" each fide on the advancing enemy ; yet, ftrange 
*^ to tell ! were able only to kill one man, a cor- 
" poral, and wound one common foldier. Their 
" fliot in general went over the heads of their op- 
" ponents/'f The Wexfordian infurgcnts, with- 
out any fuperintendence of French officers, learn- 
ed, by experience of combat, in a fliorter tim^, to 
level their guns with more fatal effeft. 

Befide religious bigotry and the expeflation of 
fpoil, the narrator of Killala affigns other motives 
as inciting the ruftics of his neighbourhopd to af- 
fume thofe arms, of which they made fo ineffec- 
tual a ufe. Among thefe was their eagernefs for 
the gaudy trappings of the French military drefe, 
and for what was to them luxurious HVing ; objedls 
doubtlefs of no fmall inducement to jmen unufed 
to the cooifort of even fhoes and (lockings, and to 
the relifh of animal food ; fuch being the wretched 
condition of the peafantry in the weft of Ireland ! 
" It is a debt due to juftice, however,'* fays the 
narrator, " to obferve, that if the firft who joined 

*' the 

♦ Narrative, &c. p. 127. f Wcm, p. 149. 
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** the enemy were enticed by hope to a foreign 
" ftandard, very many took the fame road aftcr- 
*^* 'wards merely through fear. Great pains were 
^' employed by the early infurgents to frighten 
^* their neighbours into the fame inclofure of peril 
** with themfelves, partly by the moft horrid me- 
. " naces in cafe of refufal to join the common 
"' caufe, and partly by fpreading lies of the pro*. 
** teftants, whom they rfeprefented as orangemen, 
*^ univerfally bent on 'the excifion of the catho- 
" lies. 

^* When the united weight of fo many teinpta- 
^* tions is duly eftimated, operating befides on a 
''^ body of peafantry already eftranged frotn their 
" proteftant neighbours by difference of religion, 
*^ language, and education, it will rather be mat- 
" ter of furprife that fo little mifchief was the refult 
** of the infurreAion in Connaught, and that we 
** had not the fame horrid fcenes of cruelty and 
** religious intolerance to mourn over, as had 
" lately flamped indelible difgrace on the eaftera 
" province. It is a circumftance worthy of parti- 
" cular notice, that during the whole time of this 
" QivWcommoiioviynotadropofbloodwasJhedby the 
'* Connaught rebels, except in the field of war. It is 
*^ true, the example and influence of the French, 
" went a great way to prevent fanguinary exceffes. 
" But it will not be deemed fair to afcribe to this 
^* caufe alone the forbearanqe of which we were 
" witnefles, when it is confidered what a range of 
" country lay at the mercy of the rebels for feveral 

T *^dayd 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



^. 



274 HISTORY 6F TH9 

** days after the Freuch power was known to be at 
'^ an end. - 

" Thefe reflexions are offered to the public as 
*5 an apology for the opinion of certain perfons 
*' who became advocates for lenity, when, on the 
^* fuppreflion of the rebellion, th^e treatment du© 
'* to the infurgents was the fubjeft of difcuffion^ 
" Fire and fword was the language of gentlemen, 
** whofe lofs by the war^ though grievous and 
" highly provoking, was only the lofs of property. 
^* Milder fentiments may reafonably be allowed 
" to have pkce in bofoms which had throbbed 
y with the apprehenfion of a greater nrifchief than 
** fpoliation. Experience had taught them that 
" life is the firll of worldly pofleffions ; and hav- 
^' ing faved that blefling themfelvcs, they could 
" not be in hafte to ravifh it from others- Indeed 
'^ where there had appeared all along fo few traces 
*^ of rancour in thefe poor country folk, it was im- 
'^ poffible for a fpeftatpx of their anions not to 
" pity them for their very fimplicity."* 

To account in fome degree for the imall pcmion 
of rancour in the weftem comparatively with the 
fouth-eaftem infurgents, we are to obferve, that in 
the tenitories of the former thofe rigorous mea- 
furcs had not been prafiifed, which government 
Tiad been forced elfewhere to authorifefor the dif- 
prganifation of the united confpiracy; forfurely 
the free-quartering . of foldiers, the burning of 
houfes, aftd the infliftion of torture to extort con^ 

fefEoa 

* Nartative, ftc. p* 2^-^30. 
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feffioB, together with theunauthorifed infults com- 
mitted by miftiken or pretended zealots for loy- 
alty, as,croppings, pitch- cappings, and half-hang- 
ings, miift, whether neceffary or not, whether 
deferved or not, be qxpefted to kindle a fpirit of 
revenge in the fufferere and their party. The 
bitter fufferings, however, attendant on rebellion, 
of which thefeweftern peafants had before been 
ignorant, they were now by their folly doomed to 
experience in a confiderable degree. More they 
might have experienced, if the weather had per- 
mitted the troops to keep the field ; but the winter 
approached. " General Trench therefore ^made 
*5 hafte to clear the Wild diftrids of the Laggan aad 
" Erris, by pufhing detachments into each, who 
** were able to do little more than to burn a num- 
" ber of cabins; for the people had too mafiy 
" hiding places to^be eafily overtaken. Enough 
** however wis effefted toimprefs upon the minds 
" of the fufferers a conviftion, that joining with 
" the enemies of their country againft their law- 
" ful fovereign was not a matter of fo little mo- 
*' ment, as they had ignorantly imagined.; and 
*' probably the memory of what they have now 
" endured will not be effaced for years* There 
^* are, 1 know," adds the candid narrator, '* who 
'^ think differently, who fay thefe mountaineers 
" will be always ripe for infurreftion, and who 
^' urge in proof the mifchief they have done very 
" lately by robbing, and houghing of cattle. Yet 
** furely our common nature will incline us to 
*^ make fome coticeffion to tLe feelings of men 

T '2 ' " driven 
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" driven, though by their own fault, from their 
'* farms and thejr dwellings, wretched dwellings 
'* to be fure, but to them — (that poor fellow's Icf- 
" fon to the biftiop* is worth remembering!) to 
** them as valuable as to the grandee his palace. 
^* Let a man look round from the fummit of one 
^* of thofe mountains that guard our ifland againft 
" the incurfions of the Atlantic, and fay what, he 
*' fhould think of palling a winter among them 
** without the covering of a hut/'f ' 

Theevilsof civil warfare belong 'not exclufively 
to the vancjuifti^d : the viftorious party alfo muft 
feel fome portion of the general misfortune. In 
his ^relation of affairs fubfequent to the arrival of 
the king's troops, the narrator fays, " If the people 
*' of Killala were diftreffed to find accommoda- 
**^ tion for the multitude of officers that now pour- 
^* ed in upon them, they experienced yet greater 
" inconvenience from the predatory habits of the 
** foldiery. The regiments that came to their af- 
•'^ fiftance, being all militia, feemed to think they 
** had a right to take the property they had been 
** the means of preferving, and to ufe it as their 
'^ own, whenever they flood in need of it. Their 
<« rapacity differed in no refpeft from that of the. 
" rebels, except that they fei^ed upon things with 
" lefs of ceremony and excufe, and that his ma«. 
*^ jefty's foldiers were incomparably fuperior to ^ 
'* the Irifh traitors^ in dexterity at ftealing. In 

" confequencc 



* See page 291 of this work, 
t Narrative, &c. p. 166—168. 
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*^ confequence the town very foon grew weary of 
*' their guefts, and were glad to fee them march 
** oflF to other quarters. It is but jufttce to the 
'* regiment that has remained at Killala ever fince, 
" the prince of Wales's fencibles, to acknoivledge 
" that they always behaved themfehes with the 
" greateji fropriistyy under the orders of thofe two 
^* excellent officers, lieutenant-colonel Macartney 
^* and major Winftanley. Let it be remembered 
" alfo, to the honor of our excellent chief gover- 
** nor, that as foon as the country was reduced to 
^\ quiet, marquis Corn wallis fent two dommiffion- 
" crsto Killala and its vicinity, forN the exprefs 
'* purpofeof afcertaining the damages done by the 
^\ king's troops, and that, in March following, all 
^* autiienticated claims on that account were dif- 
" charged in full by an order on the national 
" bank/'* Doubtlefs the truly noble marquis 
would, if in his power, have prevented the occa- 
fion of thofe claims, well knowing that predatory 
troops, while tliey are noxious to thofe whom they 
are defigned to proteft, are at the fame time, from 
tliat meannefs of fpirit and want of fubftantial dif- 
cipline, which indulgence of plunder alwajq^im- 
plies, unfit to cope with a well-difctplined enemy .f 
How far the following faft ;piay be regarded as 
marking adefeil of drfcipline, I leave to the read- 
jcr's judgment. The narrator of Killala, after the 

mention 

♦ Narrative, &c. p. 163, 1^4. 

\ Predator ex focus ^ et ipfe preda bojlium^ (ays tht concifcani 
clcgaot Salluft concerning a defpicable army. 
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mention of the return of Arthur Stock, afon of the 
bifliop, to his father's dwelling v/ith general 
Trench's army, fays: " Charofl: exprefledas much 
" joy at feeing Arthur fafe, as if he had himfelf 
^* been one of the family. Yet the poor com- 
" mandant had no reafon to be pleafed with the 
" treatment he had received immediately after 
" the adlion. He had returned to the caflle for 
" his fabre, and advanced with it to the gate in 
*^ ordier to deliver it up to fome Englifli officer, 
*^ when it was feized and forced from his hand 
** by a common foldier of Frazer's. He came 
*' in, got another fword, which he furrendered to 
*^ an officer, and turned ^o re-enter the hall. At 
*' this moment a fecond Highlander burft through 
•* the gate, in fpite of the centinel placed there by 
*^ the general, and fired at the commandant witlj 
*' an aim that was near proving fatal, for the ball 
*^ paffed under his arm, piercing a very thick 
" door entirely through, and lodging in the jamb. 
'* Had we loft the worthy man by fuch an acci* 
*^ dent, his death would hav^ fpoiled the whole 
*^ relxfti of our prefent enjoyment. He complain- 
^* ed, and received an apology for the loldier's 
" behaviour from his officer. Leave was imme- 
" diately granted to the ihree French officers to' 
<« keep their fw6rds3 their ejBFedls, and even their 
*^ bed-chamber in the houfe.''* 

The latter part of the ftory is honorable to our 
officers, and the fequel is honorable to the Irifh 

adminif. 

* Narrative, &C. p» 157, 158. 
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lulminiftratioii and the Britifh goven>ment. The 
Irifh adnauaiftratioa was pleafcd to forward the 
French officers immediately *^to London, giving 
** them what money they wanted for their draft 
** on the commiffary of prifoners, Niou. From 
*^^ London the bifhop had a letter from the com- 
'* mittee for taking care of French prifoners, defir- 
'* ing to be informed in what manner he and his 
" family had been treated by the French officers ; 
" and on the bilhop's report, an order was obtained 
** that citizens Charoft, Boudet, and Ponfon, 

/** ftiould be fet at liberty, and fent home without 
*• exchange.v Niou,the French commiffary, refufed 
*' on the part of his government to accept of this 
" mark of refpeA from our miniftry, faying, that 
** thediraftory could not avail themfelves of fo pq- 
" lite an offer, becaufe their officers at Killala had 
** only done their duty, and no more than what 
^* any Frenchman would have done in the fame 

. ** fituation. .It will depend," fays the judicious 
narrator, ** on the particular temper of the critic, 
'* whether he fhall call this anfwer magnanimous, 
" or a childifti gafconade."* Whether gafconade 
or not, it was a recommendation of humanity and 
politenefs to his countrymen ; and to emulate the 
French in this refpeft would be honorable to any 
foldiery or any people. 

Very different in charaftcr, as has been hinted 

already, from the French officers, were the chiefs 

of the rebels, whofe trials by court-martial com- 

^ inenced 

^ ♦ Narrative, &c. p. 157— 161. 



-^^^gitized by Go'C^gjC 



iiSo HISTORY OF THE 

menced at Killala on the 24th of September. The 
.firft perfons tried were Bellew and Richard Bourke, 
formerly mentioned, who were found guilty that 
evening. *' Contemptible for drunkennefs and 
^* vulgar manners, they fell without exciting a 
*"* fentiment of corapaffion. Roger M'Guire,** 
fays the narrator, ** our late ambaflador to Caftle- 
** bar, occalioned fome delay. It was urged in 
^' his favour, particularly by dean Thompfon, that 
** in their late journey he,had often heard him 
^* fpeak to the people in favour of pacific meafures, 
'* and of lenity to the proteftants. On the other 
** hand, general Trench and his oflGicer<$ could not 
*' readily forget the infolent behaviour of this 
^^ young fellow at Caftlebar, under which affumed 
** carriage he drove to conceal his apprehenfion 
" of danger^ when he was fo grievoufly, and in- 
^* (Jeed fo inconfiderately threatened by Mr. 
^* Dennis Browne and others on his entering the 
" town." In^onfiderate indeed muft have beea 
this threatening, adapted plainly, though doubtlefs 
not intended, to caufe th^ maffacre of the proteft- 
ants of Killala, including the bifliop and his fa- 
mily. This naan, however, whofe embafly had 
f:ontributed to fave the lives of fo many proteftants, 
was not put to death. He was, after a long im* 
prifonment, " tranfmitted to Caftlebar, whereat 
^* laft h^ received fentenc^ to be tr^nfpprtcd to 
.'' Botany-bay.''^ 

Number 

. * Narrative, &c. p. 165, i$6. 
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Numbers of otTier chiefs and mferior iufurgents 
were tried and executed here and clfewhere. — 
Among thefe, particular notice and particular com- 
paflion are due to two men, who, Iriftimen by 
birth, had been in the military fervice of France 
before the invafion, had come into Ireland in the 
French fleet, and had, as well as the beft of the 
French officers, ufed the moft adive exertions to 
fave the lives and properties of loyalifts. Thefe 
were .Bartholomew Teeling and Matthew Tone, 
whofe generous humanity made evident in their 
trials, and fteady fortitude under fentence and ex- 
ecution, command our pity, and for their perfonal 
qualities our efteem. They were tried in Dublin 
barrack, and executed — the former on the 24th of 
September, the latter a few days after. 

The famous Theobald Wolfe Tone, captured in 
a French veflel, in an expedition to the coaft of 
Ireland ftill more abortive than that of Humbert, 
furvived not long his brother Matthew. The little 
army of Humbert had been intended ody to be a 
vanguard of a much more forndidable force, which 
was in a fhort time to follow. Providentially for 
the fafety of the Britifti empire, the French ad- 
miniftrators were as tardy in feconding the opera- 
tions of Humbert, as they had been in feconding 
thpfe of the fouthern rebels of Ireland: The want' 
of money is afligned as the caufe of delay 'in the 
equipment of thefecond fleet, and in the interim, 
before its appearance on the Irifli coafl^, a brig 
from France arrived at the little ifle of Rutland, 

near 



.^" 



.;>:Ss3r' Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ZSZ HISTORY OP THE 

near the north-weft coaft of Donegal, on the i6th 
of September, and landed its crew; among whom 
was James Napper Tandy, formerly mentioned in 
this work, now bearing the title of general of bri- 
gade in .the French fervice. Informed of the fur- 
render of Humbert's troops, and unable to excite 
an infurredlion by their manifeftoesin that quarter, 
they re-embarked, and abandoned the ftiores of 
Ireland. At length, at the end of September, 
failed the principal arpiament from Breft, confift- 
ing of one fhip of the line and eight frigates, hav- 
ing on board, as was reported, four or five thou- 
fand foldiers, and deftined for the coaft of Donc» 
gal. Defcried in their approach to that coaft, on 
the nth of October, by a Britifti fquadron under 
Sir John Borlafe Warren, and overtaken the next 
morning, a defperate battle commenced, which 
continued from half an hour after feven in th^ 
forenoon till eleven, when the ftiip of tlje line, 
named the IJochc, was captured, and the frigates 
made^ail to efcape. In a running fight of about 
five hours three ofthefe became prizes, and three 
others afterwards ; two only of the fquadron efc^ip-^ 
ing to France. 

A fmaller fleet, deftined to co-operate with the, 
above, confifting of the three frigates which had 
before come with Humbert, carrying a land-force of 
two thoufand men, anchored in the bay of Killala 
on the 27th of Odober, but on the appearance of 
fome Britifti ftiips of war, made fail with precipi* 
tation for France, without landing the troops, and 
cfcaped after a long chace- The commanders of 

thcfe 
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thefe forces had orders to fend the bifhop of Kil- 
lala and his family prifoners to France, and, if 
they ihould meet with oppofition in landing, to lay 
the town in alhes. The caufe of this unmerited 
fcverity was an unfouDded opinion entertained by 
the French adminiftrators, that the bilhop had 
betrayed the town to the King's troops, together 
with a depofit of two hundred and eighty barrels 
of gunpowder, partly buried under a hotbed in 
his garden, partly in a vault in the haggard under 
a corn-iland. The powder could not be concealed 
from the King's officers, even if the biftiop had 
thought it his duty to attempt it ; but its removal 
was anxioufly wiftied, fince the town with all its 
contents had three times been in danger of anni- 
hilation by the approach of fire to this terrible 
mafs, the {hock of whofe explofion muft have had 
themoft ruinous effed. 

On board the Hoche, in the aflion with admiral 
Warren, wasYound Theobald Wolfe Tone, whofe 
adlivity and. talents had contributed to give life to 
a formidatfle confpiracy, which received a deadly 
wound by the nufcarriage of the French arma- 
ment, and which can hardly be faid to have fur- 
vived his fate. Tried by a coQrt-martial in the 
capital, he refted his defence on his being "a de-. 
nizen of France, an officer in the fervice of that 
country, and pretended not to deny the charge 
againft him, nor even to excufe his political con- 
dn6i. Found guilty, he requefled the indulgence 
of being Ihot as a foldier, inftead of being igno- 
minioufly hanged as a felon j and, on the refufal 

of 
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of this requeft, cut his own throat in the prifon. 
The operation being incompletely performed, 
liopes were entertained of his recovery ; and on 
the next morning John Philpot Curran, Efq; the 
famous barrifter, made a motion in the court of 
King^s Bench for a writ of habeas corpus in his 
favour, upon the ground that * courts-martial have 
no jurifdi6lion over fubjeds not in military fervice 
while the court of King's Bench is firting.' After 
a full difcuffion of the fubjeft the plea was admit- 
ted ; but, from the condition of Tone, his removal 
from prifon, according to the writ, was deemed 
unfafe, and he Ihortly after died from the felf- 
infliA^d wound. 

With the reduftion of the ravaging bands i^^ 
the mountains of Wicklow under Holt and Racket, 
already mentioned, the laft profeffed champions 
in arms of the united confpiracy, and with the 
death of Tpne, its chief original projedor, ehded 
a rebellion, of which the deep and artfnl fcheme 
demonftrated the ability, but the immediate con- 
fequences the ignorance of its authors With refpeft 
to the inftruments which they were obliged to em- 
ploy. Since from experience of this event civil 
wars in any part of Ireland, except fome northern 
counties, muft, from whatfoever caufes excited, 
bejuftly expedled to affume a religious complex- 
ion of the moft bloody hue, Irifh proteftants 
ought to be convinced that the political feparation 
of their country from Britain by a popular infur- 
reftion muft involve their extindion, and that 
confequently an infrangibly determined adherence 

to 



■fci^ii'- ■■/ - ^ _. ; _^__. .'" " ' "Digitized by VjQQg Li^-ii^^ 



IRISH REBELLION. 28$ 

to their Britifli connexion is neceflnry for tljeir 
fafety. Some extraordinary circumftances, we 
muft allow, reftrainedthe infurgents of Connaught 
from proceeding to religious murder ; but ^oubt- 
lefs, if they had continued much longer in power, 
agitgtors like Dixon of Wexford would have gained 
an afcendency, and fcenes of blood would have . 
fucceedeil thofe^of devaftation. 

Unhappily for themfelves and their country, fo 
inveterately rooted are the prejudices of religious 
antipathy in the , minds of the lower claffes of 
Irifti Romanifts, that in any civil war, however 
originating from caufes unconnefted with religion, 
not all the efforts of their gentry, or even prieft«, 
to the contrary, cquld, if I am not exceedingly / 
miftaken, reftrain them from converting it into a 
'religious quarrel. This generation at Icaft muft 
pafs away before the religious hatred, and notions 
ofexclufive right to divine favour, deeply imbibed 
from the clergy of older times, could bei-emoved, 
or in civil commotions be effeftuallj^ reftrained, 
by the clergy of the prefent time, fuppofing their 
wifhes and efforts the moft earneft and liberal. I 
fhall quote from the judicious narrator of Killala 
what he has faid concerning the Romiiji clergy of 
Ireland, fince he has expreffed my ideas on the 
fubjedl better than I myfelf could. 

" What powerful motive could prevail on this 
^' order of riien to lend their hearts and hands to 
*' a revolution, which fo manifeftly thr^eatened to 
" overwhelrifi their own credit and confcquence, 
'^ fuppofing even that they were indifferent to the 

fate 



^ ■ ■-- ,, -IT^'gitizecl by 



2B6 history of the 

'" fate of that religion of which they profeffed 
** themfelves to be the confecrated ifiinifters ? I 
** will tell the reader what I conceive to be the 
" true key to this myftery^ if 1 may have his par- 
'^ don for the digreflion. ^ 

** The aln^oft total dependence of the clergy of 
" Ireland upon their people for the means of fub- 
** fiftence is the caufe, according to my beft judge- 
" ment, why upon every popular commotion 
** many priefts of that communion have been, 
" and until meafures of better policy are adopted, 
*^ always will be found in the ranks of fedition 
*' and oppofition to the eftablilhed government. 
*^ The peafant will love a revolution hecaufe he feels 
*^ the weight of poverty ^ and has not often the 
*^ fenfe to perceive that a cjiange of majiers may 
** render it heavier. The, prieft muft follow the 
*^ impulfe of the popular wave, or be left behind 
«' on the beach to perifh. Ther^ v?as a time in- 
" deed, when fupcrftition was of force to uphold 
" the^ credit and revenues of the church of Rome, 
** eyen where convalfions Ihook to pieces the 
♦* fabrick of civil government. But the reign of 
*' fupcrftition is either paft or paffing : at leaft if 
" it holds the mijid oP the believer, it is not by 
** many degrees fo effedual as formerly to open 
" his^^r/^. Holy oil, and indulgences, and ab- 
folutions, have fallen much in their price; con- 
feflions are, comparatively fpeaking, unproduc- 
tive ; and eveji the golden mine of pairgatory 
feems to be running to a thread. Voluntary 
contribution, the main refoiirce of the prieft^ 

J' muft 
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«* muft depend on his popularity. * Live with 
*• me, "and live as I do. Opprefs me not with fu- 
*• perior learning or refinement.' Take thankfully 
*' what I choofe to give you, and earn it by com-' v 
." ^liance with my political creed and condud.' 
^^ Such, when juftly tranflated, is the language 
" ofthe Irifti cottager to his pricft. It is language 
*' which will be liftened to in proportioli to th^ ' 
** exigency of the cafe. A fturdy moralift will 
*^ do his duty in defpite of penury. Admirable, 
" and not to be looked for among the common 
*' herd of mankind, is the virtue which can with- 
** ftand^the menace of abfolute want of bread.— • 
" The remedy for this defeft in the prefent politi- 
. " cal fyftem of Ireland fhould feem to be as eafy 
" as it is obvious. But it is not for a private in- 
" dividual tofuggeft to our enlightened legiflature 
" either the time or the meafure in which fuch a 
** remedy ought to be applied."* 

Though I think that the influence of the Romifli 
clergy in Ireland is at prefent infufficient either to 
prevent or excite a rebellion of any moment, yet I 
tejoict to find that government intends, by the 
provifion of a decent maintenance, to render this 
order of men independent of the laity, finde this 
inuft augment in their own eyes, and thofe of 
Others, the refpeftability of their ftation, and may 
incline them to contribute, by the adoption of a 
more liberal plan of condud, to the removal of 
thofe unchriftian fentiments of religious intoler- 
ance, and thofe blind attachments in their follow- 
ers 
* Narratitc, &c. p. 98, loo. 
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ers to foreign powers in preference to the Britifh 
government, to whichfources are in great meafurc to 
be attributed the poverty and mifery of their coun- 
try. Of the miferies occafioned to Iriitti Romanics 
by thefe caufes, a hideous catalogue might be 
eafily coUeded from the authentic records of this 
ifland. 

Relying on the proteftion of the pope and of 
Spain, great numbers rofe ill arms againft the go- 
vernment of Elizabeth, and long maintained a war 
againft jthat princefs, till reduced in ftrength and 
numbers by unutterable calamities, the confe- 
quences of the war, or, as Sir John Davis has ex- 
preffed it, " brayed, as it were, in a mortar, with 
** fword, famine, and peftilence together,'* the mi- 
ferable remnant fell an unrefifting prey to the^ 
conquerors, notwithftanding Spaniih Jind Italian 
fuccpurs.. The ghaftly forms of death by which 
many thoufands perifhed, and great part of the 
country was wafted, would furnifti mournful mat- 
ter for many pages. " No fpedacle," fays Morrif- 
fon in his hiftory of Ireland, " was more frequent 
f* in the ditches of towns^ and efpecially iii wafted 
f* countries, than to fee multitudes of thefe poor 
" people dead, with their mouths all roloured 
^' green by eating nettles, docks, and all things 
" they could rend up above ground/' Many to 
apptafe the rage of hunger devoured human cat- 
cafes, of which a horrid inftance was witneffed 
by Sir Arthur Chichefter, Sir Richard Morriflbti, 
and other officers of the queen's troops, who be- 
held 
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htl4 three children, the eldeft of whom was not 
above ten years of ag^, in tlie aft of eating the flefti 
of their deceafed mother! with circumftances too 
fhocking for a particular ftatement here^* 

A like defolation, with fcenes of death by plague 

and outrageous/amine, followed in its courfe the 

rebellion of 1641. " About the year 1652 and 

" 1653," fays an author, who was^ an ocular wit- ' 

nefs of the ftate of things, " the plague and fa- 

** mine had fo fwept away whole counties, that a 

** man might travel twenty or thirty miles, and 

** not fee a living creature. Our foldiers would 

^* tell ftories of the places where they fa w a fmoke ; 

" it was irare to fee either fmoke by day, or fire 

^ or candle by night : and when we did meet with 

** two or three poor cabins, none but very aged 

** men, and women and children (and thefe with 

** the prophet might have complained, * we are 

'* become as a bottle in the fmoke, our fkin is 

"black like an oven, becaufe of the terrible fa- 

" mine') were found in them. 1 have feen tlibfe 

" miferable creatures plucking ftinking carrioa 

" out of a ditch, black and rotten ; and have 

" been credibly informed that they digged corpfes 

" out of the grave to eat." He then informs us of 

an officer, who with t party of men found in the 

night a ruined cabin, " where they faw a great 

** fire of wood, and a company of miferable old 

" women and children fitting roundabout it, and 

*' betwixt them and the fire a dead corpfe lay 

V "broiling, 

* Moriffon*8 hJftory of Ireland, p. 271. folio. 
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*' broiling, which as the fire roaftcd, they cut off 
*' collops and eat."* 

Similar fcenes of defolation and famine would 
have doubtlefs followed the rebellion of 1798, if 
by a concurrence of lucky incidents its extenfioa 
and continuance had not been prevented. At 
this prevention the Romanifts of Ireland would 
furely rejoice, if matters were by them viewed in a 
clear and pure light. Suppofing the infurreAion 
completely fuccefsful in Xeinfter, Munfter, and 
Connaught, how formidable an oppofition was to 
be expedled from the proteftants of Ulfter, aided 
by Britifh forces, when the war was once known 
to be decidedly religious ? Happily intelligence 
of the religious infanity exhibited by the foutherns 
was received foon enough in the north to prevent 
comniotions of any moment in favour of rebellion 
in that quarter. Suppofing all Ireland reduced 
under the power of the infurgents, the Britifh 
forces expelled, and the proteftants exterminated 
by death or exile, was no difcord with probability 
to be expeded among the various bodies of infur-^ 
gents, which might favoilr the return and fuccefs-^ 
ful progrefs Of Britifti armies ? The very high 
probability of fueh difcord is evinced by experi- 
ence in the events of times paft in the civil wara 
of this unhappily often diftraded country. 

Thus when O'Nial, earl of Tyrone, in the reign 
of queen Elizabeth, fluftied with temporary fuccefs, 
conceived ftrong hopes of being able to effeftuate 

a fepara- 

^ - 

* Col. X^awerce's Intereft of Irelapd, part ii. page 86,' 87. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



IRISH BEBELLION. , , Zgi 

a feparation of Ireland from tlie Englifli dominion, 
he and his followers were unable to conceal thie 
defign which they entertained, of exterminating 
all in this kingdom of Englifti race, not excepting 
Romanifts— not even thofe who were fighting 
under his own banners againft the proteftant go- 
vernment. • What difcGtrd muft not fuch a fpirit 
produce if the terror of the queen's arms had once 
been completdy, or even nearly removed ? The 
fame fpirit revived with fuch ^ force in the time of 
Charles I. when the exj^edlations of the Irifti Ro- 
mafiifts ran high in the prevalence of their power,, 
that their armies were ready to turn their fwords 
one againft another, notwithftanding that the iffuc 
of their conteft with the proteftant party was ftill 
uncertain. ^' The infolence of the followers of 
"Owen O-Nial," fays an authentic hiftorian^ 
" who could not conceal the pride and prejudices 
" of their ancient defcent, and claimed the whole 
" ifland as the property of the old Irifh, filled the 
" confederates with fears and difcpntents. Thofe 
" of Leinfter, and all the catholics of Engl^ifti 
" race, dreaded extirpation from tl;iefe favages. 
^' So that the body of Irifti infurgents, who had 
" given fuch confequence and fuch dignity to their 
" original confpiracy, who had extorted the moft , 
** abjeft condefcenfions from the king, and pre- 
^[ fcribed law to his lieutenant, was now on the 
" point of breaking into virulent fadlions, and de- 
" daring defperate war againft each other.^'* 

V z The 

* Leland*8 hiftoiy.of Ireland, bock v. chap. 7. • Alfo book v. 
cbap. 5. AUjp Carte's Ormondy ?ol. i. p. 589. 
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The diftlndion indeed between Irifh of abori- 
ginal and Englifh defcent is, from the bknding of 
the races, long fince loft, as Df. Duigenan, in his ^ 
moft excellent pamphlet already noticed, has ob^ 
ferved, and as 1 alfo have obferved in another 
work :* but would not other caufes of jealoufy and 
difflenfion have arifen, and encreafed with the 
profpeft of fuccefs, among rival chiefs and rival 
armies, when, even in the recent infurreflion, a 
private enmity between two chiefs of the l^Vex- 
fordian infurgente prevented the icifure of Rof8> 
afid a moft dangerous extenfion of the rebellion ta 
the counties of Waterford and Kilkenny?! Sup- 
poling a moft improbable continuance of concord^ 
t(^ether with a complete expulfion of the Britifli 
power, what rueful havoc might be expedled frona 
Britifh armaments, hovering round the coaft, and 
feifing every favourable opportunity of defcent ? 
The maritime towns might be laid in rubbifti ; and 
armies, occafionally debarking in various parts of 
the blockaded ifland, might carry devaftation far 
into the country, and re-embark, before fufficieat 
bodies- of troops could be coUefted at the necef- 
fary point? to attack them with effedl. After dif- 
cafe and famine ftiould fo defolate the land that 
another Sir William Petty might calculate its po- 
pulation at eleven hundred thoufand, the govern- 
ment of France, in a treaty of peace with that of 
Britain^ wc^uld probably,, if even French armies 

were 

* Gordon^s Terraquca, vol. ili. p. 322:, 323. 
t Sec page 117 of thUwor^f 
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were 111 poffeljion of the country, reliriquifti Ireland 
for the reftitmipri of «be French fettlements in the 
Eaft and W«ft Indies^apd other valuable confider- 
ations* Thus might the remnant of thofe Irifti, 
M^ho had given caufe for the dcfolation of their 
country, in their atte«npi« to accomplifti its politi- 
cal feparatioa from Britain, be reduced to the al- 
ternative of cnaigrating with the French troops, or 
of remaining expofed to the vengeance of the Bri- 
dfli government at home. 

In May 1798, a little bpfdre the eruption of the 
rebellion,! wrote. an Addrefsto theMen nflrelandy 
calculated, to the beft of my knowledge, to dif- 
fuade the United Irifti from thepurfuit pf their 
defign, by reprefenting, as well as I could conjec- 
ture, the prpbable co^fequences of their attempt, 
fome of which have fince literally taken place. I 
was embqldened to hope for fpme fmall fuccefs in 
that publication, by my having realon tQthink that 
I had, by the fjfime arguments in private converfii- 
tion, induced ^ few tp abandon all connexion with 
the united fo^iety. 3ut, as ia the introdu£lory 
part of V the i^ddrefs I exprefled, ibough in gentle 
terms, my difapprob^tion pf the co^aduft of. the 
Britifti , miqiftry, in having precipitately, as I 
thought, involved the nation in a war with France, 
the condu<Slors of newfpapers were a&aid to infert 
iti fo irritable apd fo arbitrary did they feem to 
conceive the members of adminiftration at that 
time to be. A bookfeller, who was pleafed with 
the arguments, printed .^ few copies ^o diftribute 

among 
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among his friends, but would not publifti for the 
above reafons. This appeared to me a moft 
wetched compliment to government, a compli- 
ment of which 1 fhould be moft heartily forry to 
think it worthy, that a writer could not fafdy pub- 
lifti argfuxnents to diffuade his fellow-fubjefts from 
irejjelllon, without writing in fuch a manner as to 
render his arguments of no effed, by giving caufe 
tofufpeft that he was either a fervile tool of admi- 
niftration, or a defpicably blind follower of its 
politics. Of making fuch a compliment 1 hope I 
ihall ever find myfelf incapable. The confidera- 
tion of my being a decided friend to genuine 
•liberty, and no admirer in general of the foreign 
.politics of minifters, was what had given weight to 
iny arguments in private converfation. 

The evil confequences of this rebellion^ fome of 
which were predifled, and more could have been 
predi^ed, in the above-mentioned addrefs, were, 
notwithftanding th^ fmall extent and duration of 
»armed oppofition to government, too many to be 
: diftinftly particularif(6d. To the general mafs of 
evils, of fome of which a faint idea may be formed 
from the foregoing pages, a corruption of morals 
in the difturbed parts made a lamentable addition. 
To dwell oi;i the ftd propenfity to extortion, cheat- 
ing, pilfering, and robbing, acquired or encourag- 
ed by a temporary diflblutiop of civil government ; 
on the praflice of perjury and bribery in the acr 
cufation and defence of real orfuppofed criminals; 
??id of p^rJTiry in clairns of iQlTea, even by pcrfons 

who 
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ivho might well be fiippofed fuperior lo fuch ihean- 
ucis, layiBg afide religious coniideratioQs, would 
be attended with more pain than utility. Even 
diflipation, which might reafonably be expeded 
to be checked by the calamities attendant on this 
cruel commotion, feemed to revive with augment- 
ed force on the fubiiding of the infurjredlion. Col- 
le&ed in towns in the following winter, many^of 
the lower fort of loyalifts fpent the days in drunk- 
ennefs, and their fuperiors the nights in late fuppers 
and riotous conviviality. One good confequencej 
however, of their aflembling in towns was the pror 
motion of matrimony. Young people of the two 
fcxes being brought together, who might otherwife 
have remained unacquainted one with another, an 
extraordinary number of marriages took place, as 
if Providencei intended thus to repair the wafte of 
civil wan 

A confequeiice of immenfely greater and more 
general importance refulted from the experience 
ofmiferyin our civil diftrafiiotis, and a fenfe of 
the danger which we providentially efcaped, of 
itill far greater mifery ; a confequence, I fincerely 
hope, of fuch utility as may prove well worth, its 
purcbafe by all the ^alamitiies which our ifland 
vhas fuffered by the ftiort-lived and local rebellion. 
A legilla,tive ynion of Britain and Ireland, or a po- 
litical incorporation of the two kingdoms into one, 
an incorporation which might; remove the baneful 
jealouiies arifing from national diftindnefs, the 
danger of a fatal rupture of the political connexi- 
on 
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on of the two iflands, and the great inconveniaice 
of ^1 fyftem of two diftinA legiflamres nominally 
independent each of the other, but one of them 
pradlically in fubje&ion to the other, had long 
been wifhed by fome refleAing men among the 
Irifh, who preferred the fubftantial interefts of Ire- 
land, and of the Britilh empire in general, to the 
gratification of ftrangely miftaken national pride, 
and petty perfonal, and local advantages. But fo 
odious was the meafure to multitudes, whofe pride 
or private intereft, real or imaginary, was engaged, 
that it could not with the fmalleft probability of 
fuccefs be propofed^ until prejudice was in fome 
degree overcome by the calamities ?ind dangers of 
the rebellion. The confideration of the important 
fubje£l was re^commended by, his majefty to the 
Britifh and Irilh parliaments in the beginning of 
the year 1799, and , in order to give ample time 
for reflexion, the aftual propofal of the queftion 
was deferred to the following year,t the laft of the 
eighteenth century, when it paffed into a law with 
(in the Irilh houfe) a furious but feeble oppofition. 
Partial inconveniences muft doubtlefs arife from 
10 great a change in the ftate of Ireland. Even in 
my own drder, we rauft expedl more numerous in- 
ftances than ever of the preference of Englifhmen 
to natives of fuperior merit, in the difpofal of ec- 
clefiaftical benefices. Though I fhould heartily 
wifli the matter otherwife, yet I ought not, by fuch 
a confideration, to be in the leafl: influenced againfl: 
1 meafure, which, by a concentration of all the 

legiflativc 
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l^iflative powers of the Britilh empire, promifes 
concord, ftrength, atid ftability to the whole- 
When, by the natural courfe of events, the great 
contiaehtal powers of Europe are growing into 
cnormou; magnitude by. the abforption of the 
weaker ftates, what have the Britilh iflands to prc- 
ferve their independence — but th^ir aqueous bar- 
riers, firm union at home, and a wholefome fyfteni 
of government, promotive particularly of agricul- 
ture, the great fpurce of national wealth for the 
maintenance of fleets and aVmies ? 

Much work indeed is left for the imperial par- 
liament, to attach the mafs of^ the Irifh pealantry 
to the conftitutioh. This cannot be efFefted fo 
long as the peafants are phyfically miferable. In 
my humble opinion, thofe taxes ought to be abo- 
liflied which' fall heavily on this defcription of 
men. Since the rents of lands^ which are in gene- 
ral dreadfully fevere on the Irifh peafants, cannot 
be limited by law; long tenures ought to be en- 
afted, which might encourage them to improve 
their grouiids, fo as to rife into a more comfortable 
condition, and augmexit at the fame time the na- 
tional riches. I fhould alfo wifti a fair and equi- 
table commutation of tithes, or fuch modification 
of them as would relievfe theinduftrious cultivator, 
by obliging the lazy grazier, and theidle efquire, 
to bear a juft proportion of the burthen. TheTe 
hints may appear prefumptuous from an obfcure 
individual ; but I conceive it to be the duty of 
every writer, who on reflexion is ftrpngly biaflx:d 

ia 
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in favour of the utility of a meafure for the welfare 
of his country, to give his opinion freely to the 
public. That fome defers muft have exifted in 
the fyftem might, I ftiould think, appear from the 
difturbances which have had place at fevera^l 
times among the {^eafants of Ireland ; as the ppen^ 
yet almoft bloodlefs infurreftion of men ftiling 
themfelves Hearts of Oaky in the year 1763, in the 
counties of Armagh, Tyrone, and Derry — men of 
all fefts of religion indifcriminately ; the more 
bloody infurredion of the Hearts of Steel , ten years 
afterwards, in the counties of Antrim and Derry, 
moflly proteftants, irritated to violence by exac- 
tions of ifents and fines of leafes on the eftate of the 
earl of Donegal ; and the noflurual outrages com- 
mitted many years in the fouth by the Wkiteboys, 
particularly in the counties of Tippcrary and KiU 
kenny. Neither is emigration to America, from 
an ifland which could eafily maintain double the 
number of its prefent inhabitants by a due culti- 
vation and improvement of its lands, a very favour- 
able fymptom. W hat revenue might Ireland con- 
tribute for the fup port of the Britifh power under 
proper encouragements of induftry, whein under 
many difcouragemeats her annual revenue to the 
crown has rifen from lefs than ten thoufand 
pounds, in the fourteenth century,* to near fix 
millions, or fix hundred fold, at the clofe of the 
eighteenth? 

Oue 

* Leland'g hiftory of Ireland, book iu cbap. 5. 
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, One of the happieft confequenccs reafonably 
expe£led to arifc, in courfe of time, from the abo- 
lition of our national diftin6lnefs, the removal of 
our local parliament, and its incorporation with 
that of Britain, is the fubfidence of that i^ancor- 
ous fpirit of religious animolity, which has been 
the parent of fo much mifchief to this ifland. So 
violently are the minds of men prejudiced at pre- 
fentby the rage of civil and religious diflenfionj, 
that a candid narration of Irifh affairs for fome 
years paft muft inevitably give offence to every 
party, and the narratpr, in the words of no mean 
hiftorian, " muft be armed againft cenfure only 
** by an integrity which confines him to truth, 
*^ and a literary courage which defpifes every 
*' charge but that of wilful oi* carclefs mifreprefen- 
*' tatiou/'* To this little work I muft expeft con- 
tradidory objeftions far more acrimonious than 
thofe which have been made to my former, com- 
jiofed on a fubjedl little interefting to the paflions 
of adverfe izLaions-^Terraqueay or a Syjlem ofGeo- 
graphy and Modern Hijiory. 

To the Terraquea fome wife heads have object- 
ed, that it is a compilation from other writers, as 
truly it is from fome hundreds, I am forry that , 
the fame objeftion inevitably lies againft this little 
hiftory alfo, the fphere of which is fo extremely 
narrow in comparifon of that of the other. Since 
unfortunately I could find no fupernatural means 

of 

* Lcland*? hiilory of Irehad, prd difcoujfe, p» 3. 
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of either being prefent in all thefcencs of adion, 
nor of having thofe aftions revealed to me by fpi- 
ritual vifion or otherwife, I was obliged to have 
recourfe to the vulgar mode of compilation ; and 
have accordingly compiled from fach oral, manu- 
fcript, and even printed, iaformation as I coirld 
prqcyxe on the fubjeft. To difcem and fele^ the 
true ftate of fafts from thefe materials, was not 
£>und void of difficulty. In ten or twelve accounts 
of the fame aftion, I have found no two to agree, 
except in a few points ; and I am forry to fay, tfeat 
even contradiftory affidavits might be procured ia 
lamentable plenty. But how far foever objeftors 
may contradifl one another with refpeft to my 
ftatement of fa6ls, they will probably all agree with 
refpeft to my ftile. That of the Ter^-aquea has by 
fome been pronounced too high fo^ the fubjeft ; 
by others too low and jejune- Which of the two 
forts of objeAors has judged rightly in this cafe, I 
cannot pretend to determine ; but 1 am much io^ 
.dined to the opinion of a gentleman who feid, 
that of tho two he thought the former lefs aduated 
by envy or malignity than the latter. In the ftile 
of this local hiftory, I feel myfelf perfedly fccure 
from thie former fpecies of critics, as its humility js 
unqueftionable. Serpit kuniiyiuHis nimium timiduf- 
que procella. 

In my ftatement of fads I ftiall be accufed as a 
favourejr of loyalifts and reBlels, of orangemen and 
croppies, of heretics and papifts ; and I muft ac- 
knowledgcj, not without fome juftice, as I love my 

country- 
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countrymen of every fe6l and party, and mod 
heartily wifti thep to aft in a manner the moft 
conducive to their own happinefs, to cultivate 
Cferiftian charity and friendftiip among themfelves^^ 
and with the inhabitants of their great filler ifland, 
their fellow-fubjeds and natural affociates J 

Whatever may have been my feelings for the 
fufferings of others, I hope they have no where 
caufed me to fwerve from the line of truth. With 
refpeft to myfelf they ought not to be very acute> 
as I fuftained no other lofs, I fervently thank God» 
than that of property. Though my three youngeft 
children fell into the hands of the j^ebels, they re- 
ceived no injury -^ and though my two eldeft fons 
were engaged as yeomen ^ainft the Wexfordiau 
rebels in feveral moft dangerous confiifts, they 
efcaped without a wound. One part iudeed of 
my lofs of property was grievous — books, which I 
cannot for a time replace, neceflary for the finifh- 
ing of my hiftorico-geographical work ; and ma- 
nufcripts which never can be replaced, particularly 
that of a hiftary of the Brltifh ifla'nds, which I had 
carried near its conclufion, and in which 1 had 
paid extraordinary attention to flile and arrangc- 
meat.— But, though I am not fenfible of mifrepre- 
fentation through refentment or prejudice, and 
have ftated the fads to the beft of my judgment, 
yet many involuntary errors may be found in the 
foregoing pages ; and to any perfons who fhall 
have convittcingly correded them, whether in a 
decorous or acrimonious manner, I fhall acknow- 
ledge 
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ledge my obligation ; but of unfounded cenfure, 
or declamatory nonfcnfe, I hope I ftiall liot fo de- 
bafe myfelf as to take any notice; but treat its 
authors, as I would, in fimilar circumftances, the 
loquacious females of the fifh-m^rket, with a con- 
temptuous fil^nce. 
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NUMBER I. 

Sutnmons to^the- Commander (yf the Garrifon af Rofs. 
. Sir, 

jl\S a friend to humanity, I requeft you 
will furrender the town of Rofs to the Wexford 
forces, now afl'embled againft that town. Your 
refinance will but provoke rapine and plunder to 
the ruin of the moft innocent, Flufhed with vic- 
tory, ihe Wexford forces, now innumerable and 
irrefiftiblc, will not be controuled if they meet 
with refiftance. To prevent therefore the total 
ruin of all property in the town, I urge you to a 
fpeedy furrender, which you will be forced to in a 
tfew heurs, with lofs and bloodftied, as you are fur* 
rounded on all fides. Your anfwer is required in 

four 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Z APPENDIX. 

four hours- Mr. Furiong carries this lettci', and 
will bring the aijfvver. 

I am. Sir, 

B. B. HARVEY, 
. General, conunanding, &c. &Ci 

Camp at Gorbet-hlll, half 
paft three o'clock, raorn- 
ing, June 5, 1 798. , n ^ 



General Orders ijffued in consequence of the defeat at 
Rofs, and the majjacre at Scullabogue. 

At a meeting of the general and feveral officers of 
the united army of the county of Wexford, the 
following refolutions were agreed upon : 

■ ' r 

Refolved, That the commander-in-chief fhall 
fend guards to certain baronies, for the purpofe of 
bringing; in all men they Ihall find loitering and 
delaying at home, or elfe where ; and if any refift- 
ailce be given to thofe guards, fo to be fent by the 
commanding officer's orders, it is our defire and 
Orders, that fuch pcrfons fo giving refiftance Ihall 
be liable to be put to death by the guards, who are 
tO' bear a commiffion for that purpofe; and all 
Tuch perfons found to be fo loitering and delaying 
at home, when brought in by the guard?, Ihall be 
tried by a court-martial, appointed and chofen 
from among the commanders Off all the different 
corps, and be punilhed with death. ' 

Refolved^ 



i 
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Reiblved,^ that all officers fhall ittuflediately re- 
pair to their refp^dive quarters, and remain with ' 
their <iifferent corps, and not depart therefrom 
under pain of death, unlefs authorifed to quit by 

written otders from the commander-in-chief for 

» 

that purpofe. 

It is alfo ordered, that a guard fhall be kept in 
rear of the different armies, with orders to Ihoot 
all perfons who fhall fly or defert from any engage- 
ment ; and ihat thefe orders fhall be taken notice 
of by all officers commanding fuch engagement. 

All men refufmg to obey their fuperior officers, 
to be tried by a court-martial, and punifhed ac- 
cording to their fentence. 

It is alfo ordered, that all men who fhall attempt 
to leave their refpedive quarters when they have 
been halted by the commander-in-chief, fhall fuf- 
fer death, unlefs they fhall have leave from their 
officers for fo doing. 

It is ordered by the commander-in-chief, that 
all perfons who have ftolen or taken away any 
horfe or horfes, fhall immediately bring in^all fuch 
horfes to the camp, at headquarters; otherwife^ 
for any horfe that fhall be feen or found in the 
jpoffeflion of any perfon to whom he does not be- 
long, that perfoa fhall, on beiqg convidled thereof, 
fufFer death : 

And any goods that fh^U have been plundered 
from any houfe, if not brought into head quarters, 
or returned immediately to the houfes or owners, 
that all perfons fo plundering asaforef^id, fhall, on 
being convicted thereof, fuffer death. 

X It 
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It is alfo rcfolved, that any pcrfon of perfons 
who fliali take upon them to kill or murder any 
perfon or prifoner, bura any ho^fe, or commit any 
plunder, without fpecial written ordejfs from the 
commander-in-chief, iliall fuffer death. 

By order of 

' B. B. HARVEY, Commander-ia-chief, 

FRANCIS BREElSr, Sec. and Adj. 

l^Iead^quirteri, Carrick- 
burn camp, June 6, 



For the fame purpofe was iffued the following 
prqclamation. 

TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND. 

Countrymen and fellow-foldiers ! 

Youn patriotic exertions in the caufe of your 
country have hitherto exceeded your moft fan- 
guine expeflations, and in a ftiolrt time muft ulti- 
mately be crowned with fijccefs. Liberty has 
raifed her drooping head ; thoufands daily flock to 
her ftandard: the voice of her children every 
where prevails. Let us then, in the moment of 
triumph, return thanks to the Almighty Ruler of 
the Univerfe,that a total flop has been put to thofe 
fanguinary meafures which of late were but too 
often reforted to by the creatures of government, 
to keep the people in flavery.^ 

Nothing 
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Nothing now, my countrymen, appears neceflaiy 
to fccure the conquefts you have fo bravely won, 
but ah implicit obedience to the commands of 
your chiefs ; for, through a want of proper fubor- 
dination and difcipline, all may be endangered. 

At this eventful period, all Europe muft admire, 
and pofterity will read with aftonilhmcntj the he- 
roic afts achieved by people ftrangers to military 
taflics, and having few profeflional commanders : 
but what power can refift men fighting for liberty! 

In the moment of triumph, my countrymen, let 
not your viftories be tarnifhed with any wanton 
aft of cruelty : many of thofc unfortunate men 
now in prifon were not your enemies from princi- 
ple ; moft of them, compelled by neceflity, were 
obliged to oppofe you : neither let a difference in 
religious fentiments caufe a difference among the 
people^ Recur to the debates in the Irifh houfe 
of lords of the 19th of February laft ; you will 
there fee a patriotic and enlightened proteftant 
bifhop, with manly eloquence, pleading for catho- 
lic emancipation and parliamentary reform, in 
oppofition to the haughty arguments of the lord 
chancellor, and the powerful oppofition of his 
fellow-courtiers. 

To propiote a uqiion of brotherhood and affec- 
tion among ojjr countrymen of all religious perfua- 
fions, has been our principal objedl: we have 
fworn in the moft folemn manaer, have aflbciated 
for this laydable purpofe, and no power on earth 
(hall (hake our refolutipn. 

X 2 To 
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To. my protcftant foldiers I leel much indebted 
for their gallant behaviour in the field, where they 
cihibited fignal proofs of bravery in the caufe. 

EDWARD ROCHE, 
Wexibrdf June 7, 179S. 



Thefe orders and proclamations were vain. The 
following i3 a letter from Bagenal Harvey to Mr. 
Francis Glafcott, who had written to him for hisf 
protcftiqn. 

Dear Sin, 

I RECEIVED! your letter; but what 
to do for you I know not. I from my heart wifti 
to proteft ^11 property : I can fc^rce protedl my- 
felf ; and indeed my fituation is much to be pitied, 
and diftreffing to myfelf. I took my prefent fitu- 
ation in hopes of doipg good, and preventing mif- 
^hief, my truft is in Providence : I afted always 
an honeft difinterefted part ; and had my advice 
been taken by thofe in ppwer, the prefe];u mifchief 
would never have arifen. If I c^n retire to a pri- 
vate ftation again, I will immediately. Mr. Tot- 
tenham'3 refufing to fpeak to the gentleman I fent 
into Rofs, who was madly fhot by the foldiers, wa$ 
very unfortunate : it has fet the people mad with 
rage, and there is no reftr^ining them. The per- 
fon I fent in had private inftrudions to propofe a 

reconqi- 
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reconciliation ; but God knows where this bufincfs ^ 
will end ; but end how it will, the good men of 
both parties will be inevitably ruined. 



June 8, 1798. 



lain, with refpeft, yours, &c. &€• 
B. B. HARVEY. 



How far the fhooting of men bearing flagi of 
truce, without orders from the commanding q@&- 
cer, may be confiftent with ftrift military difci- 
pline, I fhall not pretend to judge : but certainly* 
a relaxation of difcip^ine in the army wa$ a matter- 
on which the rebels had been inftru6led to rely' 
for fuccefs, previouily to the infurreflion, by the 
chiefs of the confpiracy. , 

The following oaths, ordered to be adrainiftered* 
to privates and officers among the rebels, proved 
as unavailing for the eftabliftiment of difcipline' 
among them, as the orders and proclamations of 
their generals. 

Oath of a Private. 

I, * *, do fblemnly and fincercly fwear, and 
take God, and his only fon, our Lord Jefus Chrift^ 
to witnefs, that I will at all times be obedient to 
the commands of my officers ; that I am ready to 
lay down my life for the good of my country; that 
I have an averfion to plunder, and to the fpillinfe 

of 
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of innocent blood ; that I will fight courageoufly" 
in the field, and have mercy where it can be 
given ; that I will avoid drunkenncfs tending to 
diforder and min ; that I will endeavour to make 
as many friends, and as few enemies, as poflible; 
that above all, I deteft a coward, and that I will 
look upon him as an enemy who will (land back 
in the time of battle. — So help me God! 



Oath ordered to be adminijlered to Officers. 

lu the awfut pirefeice of God, who knows the 
Bcart atnd thoughts of all men, arid calling my 
country to witnefs, I, ^ *, officer in ^ *, do folemn- 
ly fwear, that I do not confider my life my p^n, 
when my country demands it ; that I confider that 
the prefent moment calls for a proof of the fincerity 
of that fentiment, and I am ready dnd defirous to 
fland the teft ; and I do aver, that I am determine 
cd to die, or lead to vi6lory j and that all my ac- 
tions {hall be direfled to the profperity of the 
common caufe, uninfluenced by atiy inferior mo- 
tive; and I further declare my utter averfion to 
all alarmifts, union-breakers, and cowards, and 
my refpeft and obedience to the commands of fu- 
pexior officers. — So help me God. 

By order of the council, 

B. B. HARVEY, Prefident. 

NICHOLAS GRAY, Sec. 

Dlone at the counciUchambeV^ 
*^ JVcxford, Juac 14, 1798. 



ti^.^^ 
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NUMBER n. 
TRIAL OF WILLIAM FENLONi 

COURT-MARTIAL AT WEXFORD, SEPT. 12, I799« 

Says, that on the morning of the 14th of Jurie, 
in the rebdlion, ftie fent her fon with fome tea t6 
her huiband, who was the night before a prifoner 
with the rebels in Mr. Bayle's barn j that foon aftet 
her fon returned, and told her that his father beg- 
ged Ihe would go up direftly, foi* he had been taken 
to Vinegar-hill, and put into the mill, and was in 
fear of being immediately put to death ; that Ihe 
did go up, when her hiiftiand told her he Was to 
be put to death ; and, the prifoner then coming; 
lap, her huiband faidj " that's the man will kill 
" me. Bill Fenlon, the nailer." The prifoner Fen- 
Ion then came int6 the mill, and defired her huf- 
band to come out. Witnefs immediately a&ed 
prifoner if he would not give her huiband a trial. 
Prifoner faid he would, but that Dan Flaherty (a 
man who had fworn againft her huiband) fhould 
try him. Witnefs anfwered, ftie was contented, 
fo he was tried, and begged he would have com- 
paflion on her and her ten children. The prifoner 
theki faid with an oath that he would fhoot him 
firft, and try him afterwards. Prifoner then tore 
her huiband out of her arnTs, and placed centries 
on each door to keep her withiu. In fome time 

after 
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after witnefs heard a (hot, and forced her way out 
of the door, where ftie faw the rebels dragging a 
body by the heelf. The prifoner was there with 
a blunderbufs and an officer's faftu Th? body 
they were dragging, ihe found, was her'hulband's- 
She took the body int her arms. During this tirtite 
it thundered violently with much lightning. The 
rebels fell on t*h^if knees and bleffed themfelves. 
Some of them deiired her to throw the body of her 
h^lband away, aifid blefs herfelf. They then afked 
ier .i^^l^t w^^. 1^ ri^af(E»i.of the thunder ? She ad- 
JTwered, th^jGod Was angry at their afts. " No, 
** you w...e," replied they, "God foundi^^the 
*' horn of joy that an drangeraan ip killed;'* Her 
hnfband then, whom Ihe had thought dead,ftretch- 
ed out his fpet, and- turned to her, and faid, 
•* Molly, my dear, take me from thefe people/' 
and then expired. The body of her buiband wa^ 
black, as if from the ftripes of a cat-o'-nine^tail*, 
and the mark of a bullet that entered his brcaft 
and came out at his fhoulder. The riebek, among 
whom was the prifofier, refufed to let h^r take the 
body, but witnefe declared fhe would not leave it* 
They faid they would not kill her, as fhe was with 
child, aijd ftie ihould have a chriftian, which Ihe 
never had before-; but that if fhe was fo fohd of a 
clead hulband) they ^4^ould cut him into pound 
jjieces, and put him in her fkirts. 
.1 Qjdefiwni Do yoti know the prifotier, and could 
you fro^m; fright, or other caufc, miftake him ? 

,Anf%ef^ I have -known him long. J could not 
miftake him; 

Q. When 
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' . Q^ When did you next fee the prifoner ? 

J. 1 never faw him after until he was taken, 
and was on his way to jail ; but I fpojce to general 
Johnfon, and every perfon I knew, to have him 
taken immediately after the rebellion. 

Q^ by the prifoner. Did you ever fee me attempt 
to kill any man ? ^ 

A. I did not adually fee you fhoot my hufband; 
but 1 faw you drag him from me, when you faid 
you would maflacre him, as you would Archy 
Jacob, if you had him, 

* \ James Hall ^ /worn y 

Says, that hje was in the mill when the prifoner 
came and ordered his father out, and took hold of 
him by the arm and dragged him from his mother. 
That the prifoner ordered a man to hold a pike 
acrofs the door, to prevent any one getting out ; 
but witnefs ftooped under the pike and took hold 
of his father ; that the prifoner and Morgan Byrne 
ordered a man to whip his father, w^hich was done ; 
that the prifoner was armed with a blunderbufsy 
and called out to one Murtagh Keane to come and 
flioot his father. Some one anfwered that Keane 
was at Mr. Richards's, when vvitnefs ran away, and 
foon after heard a ihot 5 he loon after came baqk, 
and faw his father lying dead in his mother'Svlap. 
.. Q- Do you recolle£t the day you faw me in the 
guard-room at Ennifcorthy ? 

A. I do. 

- * V :^ . - <R:, Did 

, - • W-^ .^ ■ ' • ■ . ••"" 
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Q^ Did yoii not then fay you did not know it 
was I that killed your father ? 

A, 1 did not, I faid you dragged my father out, 
but I did not know who fhot him, as I ran away. 

Trifoner's Defence 

Is, that his witncffes do not appear, and he has 
nothing farther to fay than that he was not on the 
hill when Hall was murdered. 

The prifoner was hanged. 



TRIAL Ot JOHN HAUGHRAN : 

WEXFORD^ SEPT. 26, I799. 

^'.JVilliam Bridges y (private in ihe^ invalids) fwarUf 

•; Says, that he heard the rebels call the prifoner 
captain. That the prifoner took witnefs to be 
chriftened ; and about two days before the battle 
of Horetown the prifoner gave him up to a man 
whom prifoner called ferjeant Keating. At that 
time prifoner was armed with a fword, and appear- 
ed to witnefs to be in command, Witnefs never 
faw prifoner command a party, but he always 
feemed to have the chief command at Tintern. — 
Witnefs was there till two days before the battle 
V ; . ., - of 
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of Horetown, and never knew anyone elfe in com- 
mand. 

Crofs-examined by the prifoner. 



' , <, ftp t. 

Sarah Smithy fwority 

Says, that on the 3d day of June, in the rebel- 
\ lion, a party of rebels came to her houfe at Salt- 

mills, near Tintern. That the prifoner was one of 
the party, and feemed to witnefs to be their leader. 
They afked for her hulband. She told them he 
was not at home. They then pafTed her door, but 
the prifoner flopped them, and ordered them to go 
into the houfe and try. They went in, and brought 
out her hulband, whom they left guarded, while 
they went to fearch for another proteft^t family. 
On their coming back, witnefs begged tney would 

permit 






Q^ Do you believe that there were men who ., : ,^% 
were not captains, and wore fwords ? A}^ ' ^ V 

A> I cannot fay. 

Q^ Could any other perfon than the prifoner ^ ' 
have the command at Tintern ? 

A. There might; but the prifoner appeared to 
me to have the chief command. 

Q^ Did you ever hear the prifoner called fer- 
jeant? , : 

A. I heard feveral people called ferjeant, but ^ 
never heard the prifoner called fo. 

Q^ Were there any threats or promifes held out 
to you to fwear againft the priibuer ? 
^ A. There were not any. \ 
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permit her hulband to flop and get hi^ bteakfaft y 
ibut the prifonei^ faid He ftiould not flay ; and gave 
orders that he aad all the proteftants they could 
find that day fhould be brought to ScuUabogue--^ 
There were twenty-four, young and old, of the 
parifti of Tintern, fent there, and murdered on, the 
5th of June, among whom was the hulband, the 
brother, fifler, and niece, of the witnefs. Witnefs. 
received feveral orders from the prifoner relative to 
(iillributing milk, and never knew any one in com- 
mand at Tintem except the prifoner. Once, on a 
complaint being made againfl her, fhe went to tte 
prifoner to know what fhe fhould do, who defired 
lier to diflribute the milk to the rebels every 
morning as far as it would go. When the account 
came to Tintern of the murders at Scullabogue, 
the widows and relatives of thofe that were mur- 
dered got together, and were lamenting in tlie 
flrtet, when the prifoner came up to witnefs and 
faid, if he heard ^ny more of it, he would colleft 
us all togethc^r, and fend us after our hulbands. A 
few days after,- the prifoner gave a pafs to witnefs 
to go and get herfelf cbrifliened, and told her they 
mufl all be of one religion^ for it was that they 
wete fighting fbr. The pafs was figned by the 
prifonen Witnefs never knew any one give a pafs 
but the prifoner. 

Crofi-examinedlythefrijoner. 

Q^ Did you know Patrick Stafford ? 
A. I knew him by fight, but had no acquaint- 
ance with him. 

Q^ Did 
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Qi^ Did you not hear, and do you not beli^^^fe, 
that Patrick Stafford was the captain of the Tin-. 

tern corps ? 

A. I did not hear it, and I don't believe it. — 
There were two Tintern corps. One went from 
Tintern to murder, and the other ftaid at home ta 
fend the proteftants to them, and to plunder. 

Q^ Did the prifonergo the whole way to Scul- . 
labogue with your hulband ? ^^ '^^^^ ^ii Uihhut^ 

J, I do not ki^ow. I faw him as far as the 
church. 

(^ Did you fee the prifoner. at Tintern oji the 
5th of June ? 
" Jl. I did not — I am pofitive I did not. ^i.'^a' ;i.' 

Q, Did you ever hear the prifoner calleci fer- 
jeant ? 

J. I neyer heard the prifoner called by any 
title- '*t :f'^r.:r^'t>^-:i^y i: 

.' Cciih^rine Poor, Jworn^ 

Says, that fhe was a prifoner at Tintern during 
the rebellion, and always underftood that the pri-- 
foner was a captain and juflice of peace: has 
heard the rebels call him captain. Wituefs went, 
to get fomething to eat. He faid he would not 
give her any unlets fhe became a chriftian ; for if * 
he did, he would break his oath. ' ^ 

Q^ Did you know that Stafford was captain of 
the Tintern corps ? ' 

A. I heard he was captain of the corps that 
went to the battle of Rofsj and was killed there. 



Q^Dld 



V 
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Qi^ Did yoii ever hear the prifoner called fcr- 
jeant ? 

J. I never ^eard him called any thing but cap- 
tain ^nd juftice of peace. 

Jofej^k Kelly, fworn, 

Ssiys, that his father was burned at Scullabogue, 
and that he, not being able to get away, joined the 
rebels to fave his life. That before he was per^ 
mitted to join, he was advifed to take the united 
oath. That the man ^who advifed hiqa took him 
to the prifoner, as being the firft in commatLd at 
Tintem. The prifoner then adminiftered the 
united oath to witnefs. When general Lake's 
proclamation carne out, witnefs heard the prifoner 
addrefs a party of the rebels and fay, " boys, we 
** may as well lay dowa our fpears for a few days 
^ to fave our lives^ as the proteftant;^ turned to 
*' mafs to fave theirs.'* 

Jeremiah Boyce, fworn. 

Says, he never knew the prifoner to be called 
captain, buf knew no other perfon in command at 
Tintem. He ordered witnefs to the camp at 
Lacken, and gave paffes, which pafTes protefted 
thofe they were given to ; has heatd him called 
ferjeanti Witnefs was with the rebels from the 
battle of Rofs until the day belbrc the battle of 
Horetown, and never knew a rebel ferjeant with 
the command, the prifoner excepted, at Tintem. 
Witnefs was fworn a united man. 
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C(^ by the prifoner. Did you ever fee mc at the 
head of a party of rebels ? 

A. I never did. 

Q^ Did you hear that Stafford was captain of 
the Tintern corps ? 

A. I never knew any one elfe to be captain of 
the Tintern corps. 

Q. Do you live; near Tintern ? 

A. Within lefs than a qu^irter of a mile. 

Q^ Did ferjeants wear fwords ? , 

A' Some did. 

Q^ by the court. After Stafford and his corps left 
Tintern, who had the chief command ? 

A' John Haughran, the prifoner. 

Prifonefs I)efence. 
^ohn Porter fworn. 

f3t^ by the prifoner. What religion are yqu of? 

A. A proteftant. 

Q^ Were you at Tintern during the rebellion ? 

A. I was-7-op guard there during that time. 

Q^ t)ld you often fee me during the rebellion? 

A. I did, pftei). 

Q^ Did you ever confider me as a captain ? / 

A- I never did hear ypu called any but ferjeant. 

Q^ Dp you think I could have been captain 
without' your hearing it ? 

A. I cannot tell ; but I did not hear you called 
captain ; and if you were one, I think I niuft have 
heard it from fomebody^ 

Q*. by the court. Did you know any captain dur- 
ing the rebellion ? 
... ... . . ^ J 
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A. I did. 

Q^ Who had the chief command at Tintern ? 

A. I cannot tell. 

Q^ Did you do any duty as a rebel ? 

A. I was made to ftand guard at Tintern, and I 
was oji guard the whole time of the rebellion. 

Q^ Under whofe command ? ' 

A. I cannot tell. 

Q^ On your oath had not the prifoner the chief 
command at Tintern ? 

A. I cannot tell : I cani^ot form a belief whe-. 
ther he had or not. / 

Thomas Ryan fworn* 

Q^ by the prifoner. Did you live in Tintern dur- 
ing the rebellion ? 

A. I did, near the prifoner,, 

Q. Did you fee him frequently ? 

A. 1 did. 

Q^ Did you ever hear him called captain? 

A. I never did. He was called ferje^nt fome- 
times. 

Q. Could he have been a captain without your 
knowledge ? 

A. I do not think he could. 

Q^ Do you recoUefl feeing the prifoner the day 
that.ScuUabogue was burned ? 

A.. 1 faw him at Tintern in thf ^morning, at 
n6on, and in the night of that day. I faw him 
the day before and th§ day after. 

% Did 
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C(. Did you kndw Stafford, and had he the com- 
mand of the Tintem corps ? 

J. I knew him ; he had the commatxd of the 
Tintem corps. 

Q^ Do you know Mr. Devereux ? 

J. I do. I believe he fucccedcd Staffotd m 
the command. He placed me as centry. 

G(^ by the court. Do you know of the prifoner 
having any authority whatfoever at Tinterti ? 

A. I do not. I heard him called ferjeant 

Q^ Do you know who ordered Smith to be takien 
to Scullaboguc ? 

A. I do not. I faw Stafford riding in the town 
that day. 

Q^ Did you ever hear that the prifoner ordered 
Smith^b ScuUabogue ? 

A. I never heard it from any one I could depend 
on. I heard it from women and children who faid 
they were prefent. 

Q^ Do you know who adminiftercd the united 
oath at Tintem ? 

A. I heard Stafford did. 

0^ Did you ever hear that the prifoner at the 
bar adminiftered it ? 

A. I never did. 

Q^ Had the priforiier any authority in regulating 
or diftributing provifions, as you heard. 

A. I never faw it, but heard he did. 

Q^ CouW a man diftribute provifions that had 
110 authority ? 

. A I believe not. 
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G^ At the timethsit you heard that the ptifoacr 
diftributed provifions, do you not believe he hadv 
the chief authority ? 

J. I do not know whether he had or not 

Richard Synnot fworn. - 

0^ by theprifoner. "Where' ivcre you during t^e 
rebellion? 

A. I was in Tintern, except for two days. 

Q^ Did you fee the prifoner ? 

A. Every day, except the two days I was abfent. 

Q^ Did you ever know him to have any com- 
mand ? 

Ai I have htojrd him called ferjeanf, but never 
captain. I once heard Deveretix order hiro to 
collet all the proteftants, and keep them until he 
feould call for them. Devereux was a captain, 
and had great influeiice. He gave orders in a 
tireatcning manner : the prifonfer refufed to obey 
them, and faid it was a thing too bad for him to do. 

Q^ Did you fee the prifoner the day that Scul- 
labogue wa& burned ? 

A* I did, before noon and after. " 

Q. Who was captain of the Tintern corps ? 

A. Staiford uptil he wa^ killed. 

Q^ by the courU What did the prifoner think 
was to be done fo the proteftants when he faid it 
i^as^too bad a thing for him to do ? 

A. I do not know what he thought. l! thought 
they were to be brought up to camp. 

(R,Do 
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J^ Do yoa know any thing of the taking of 
George Smith ? 

^. I do not, except that in the morning 1 faw 
Smith guarded by a man with a pike. Smith was 
Crying. 

^ Did Devereux order that the prifoners fhould 
iiot get any thing to eat ? 

ji* I did not hear him fay any thing of that. ri • 

^ What authority had the prifoner in Tintern? 

^. He was called ferjeant. I faw him give vic- 
tuals to people. 

^ Who had the chief command at Tintern when 
Devereux was' abfent ? 

J. I think Patrick Fallon. J- 

^ by the prifoner. Do you think I would have 
taken up the proteftants if I had not been ordered i 

A. I think you would not. ^ 

^ by the court. If a man could refufe one of the 
proteftants time to eat his breakfaft, and threaten 
one of their widows with the fate of her murdered 
hufband, do you think fuch a man would require an 
order to take a proteftant up ? 

A. I think he would not. ' '*•• ' 

^ by the prifoner. Do you think Fallon took a 
more aftive part than I did ?^ 

A. I do. ' *' '• .^ -^ 

.^Nicholas Cultenfworn. ^ •*>^* ,. ^ 

^ by the prifoner. Were you often in Tiatera. 
during the rebellion — and what was I ? ,1 5,. - " 

' _. y 2 A. I 
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A. I was often there, and fometimes at camp, 
and never heard you called any thing but ferjea^t. 

J^ Pid you know Fallon, and had he any com- 
mand? 

A. I know he came to my houfe and ordered n^ 
to camp. 

^ hy the court. Had thcprifoncr the fchief com- 
mand at Tinterti ? 

A. I never knew him to have any command, but 
be was diftributor of proviiions. 

Patrick Murphy fworru 

^ Did you fee the prifoner during the rebel- 
lion? 

A* I did. He flept ^t my houfe, about a mile 
from Tintern, the night before the proteftants were 
taken. On that day he left my houfe about ten in 
the morning. In the evening he retjurned, and told 
me that he had been met by a party going to take 
up the proteftants, who forced him to go along nl^ith 
theni. He told me the proteftants were taken pri- 
foners to the camp, and expreffed great forrow at it. 
I nrever heard him called captain or ferjeant, or 
ever knew him to have any authority whatever, 

^ Had you any converfation with any perfon 
relative to the evidence you were to give here ? 

A. No, I never had. 

^ Were you in gaol to-day, and did you con- 
terfe with the prifoner ? 

A^ I was, and fpoke to the prifoner. 

\^ iiad 
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J^ Had you and the prifoner any converfation 
about your evidence ? 

A. We had not a word. \ , ' • 

* ,, h t ^ % The prifoner was tranfported. , *'^*T' 



H'^ 
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• . \' TRIAL Oy NICHOLAS WALSH, 

WEXFORD, APRIL 24, 1800. 

Mary Hall /worn. 

,. ^ Where were you during the rebellion ? 

A. In my own houfe in the Back-ftreet of Ennif* 
corthy. 

- ^ Do you know the prifoner? 
I A. I do. 

^ Did you fee him during the rebellion, and ' 
what was his condud ? 

A. I faw him the fir ft week of the rebellion at the 
head of a party of men, of which he was captain, in 
the ftreet of Ennifcorthy, He was dancing before 
them, and offered fifty pounds for Mr. Jacob's 
head, or any other heretic's. On the 7th of June, 
between light and dark, I faw him with a candle in 
his hand, and a number of men with him. He 
came to my houfe, where I, with my eight children, ., 
was fitting on the ftep of the door. He defired me 
to give out my huflDand, that bloody or^ngeman, or 

:;vvta:?:. ^ he 
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he would burn the houfe. I told him he ^as not 
there. He then went into the houfe and up ftairS, 
firft placing Gentries at the front and b^ck doors, and 
at the foot of the ftairs. I and my children ac- 
companied him up ftairs. In the garret, on the fe^T 
-off of the chimney, my hufband was hiding. The 
prifoher difcovered him there, ^nd ordered him to 
come down, for an orange rafcal. I thten fell on 
my knees to him to crave mercy. He fwore, if I 
did not go down in two minutes, he would cut my 
head off^ and then he threw two of my children 
down the ftairs. He then took my hufband dov^n, 
and brought him to the rebel guard-houfe, where I 
accompanied him. He then defired his men to givq 
three cheers for the taking of an orangeman ; and 
faid he &6uld be killed next day. My huft>an4 
was kept in the guard-houfe, where I faw him re- 
peatedly every day until the nth of June. On the , 
morning of that day th^ prifoner came to the guard- 
houfe in Ennifcofthy, where I then was. He alked 
what was the reafon that the prifoners in the guard^ 
houfe were not killed,' and faid, if they were iio^ 
put to death before the next day, he would kill the 
gaards themfelves. He feemed to have the chief 
command. That evening the prifoners (to the. 
amount of twenty-four, as I think, among whom 
was ray huft)and) were brdught up to Mr. Bale's^ 
barn, which lies under Vinegar-hilU; a^d was ufed as 
a prifon by the rebels. The next tiiy Mr. Hunte.^ 
Mr. Reynolds, Mr* Robinfon, one Simpfon a wea- 
ver, end another man, were taken out of the barn, 
and murdered. I faw their bodies lying in the fields 

ftript. 
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ftript. Oa the 14th my hufband and fixteen more 
were taken up to the hill, and murdered. I did not 
fee them put to death, as I was prevented from go- 
ing out of the wind-mill j but I faw them lying 
dead when I got out. I found the rebels dragging 
my hufband*s body round the hill. 

^ When you found your hufband*s body, did 
you fee the prifoner ? 

A. 1 was fo confounded, I did not know any 
body. 

^ Did you take away the body ? 
.' A. I did, and buried it. 

^. Did you fee the prifoner at that time ? 

A. I did not fee him on the hill, that I recoiled. 
My attention was taken up by my hufband. 

^ Do you know the prifoner, and could you be 
miftaken in him ? 

A. I knew him for two years, and could not be 
miftaken in him. 

^ by the prifoner. How long before your huf- 
band was murdered was it that you faw me ? 

A. I faw you the day before, dancing round the 
liberty-tree. I do not recolledl feeing you the day 
of the murder. * . x^% 

j^ Were you prefent when Mr. Hunte was mur- 
dered ? 

A. I was not prefent when any of them were 
murdered. ./..-^, 

^ When your hufband was taken prifoner, did 

not one of the party want to kill him, and did not 

I interfere to prevent him ? 

A. No fuch thing. 

J^ What 
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^ What hour of the day was it that your huf- 
band was murdered ? 

ji. I cannot tell the hoiir ; it was in the mprning^ 

William Furlong /worn. 

J^ Where were you during the rebellion ? 

A. At Ennifcorthy. 

^ Did you know the late Thomas Hall ? 

A. I did. 

^ Do you know the prifoner ? 

4* I do. 

J^ Did you fee the prifoner with Hall during the 
rebellion ? 

ji. i did. I faw him commanding a party of re- 
bels, and bringing Hall out of bis own houfe. He 
was Ihouting and exulting that they had taken 
Hall. 

J^ Do you know what became of Hall ? 

A. I faw him afterwards dead on a car with his 
wife. 

^ by the prifoner. Did you ever fee me take any 
command, except the day you faw me with Hall ? 

A. I did feveral times ; once in particular when 
the Newtownbarry yeomen came near Ennifcorthy 
to reconnoitre, I faw you order a party of rebels on 
horfeback to purfue them, and you headed them 
yourfelf. 

^ Were you prefent when Hall was murdered ? 

A. I was not. 

(^ by the court. Did you fee the prifoner do any 
other afts that ftewed he had a command ? 

A. I 
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J. \ faw him early in the rebellion, when the 
rebels were forming their camps, fworn in to ad as 
captain of the corps of the parifh of St. Mary's, 
They fwore each other ; the men to be true to their 
officers ; the officers to be true to the men. There 
>vere a thoufan^ rebels afTembled. This was in 
Codd's field. 

^ by the prifoner. At what diftauce were you 
from me ? 

A. Within ten or fifteen yard?, 

Mof^s Alkn fworu* 

^ Were you at Glafcanny during the rebellion? 

A. I was, 

^ What did you fee done there ? 

A. The day after Wexford was taken by the re- 
bels, I was there. I heard fome (hots fired. In tj«^o 
or three minutes I came up, and faw four men, two 
of whom I knew, Dick Leech and William Mooney, 
lying on the ground bleeding. The rebels were 
going away when I ciame up. I faw Walfhthe pri- 
soner get off his horfe, and with his fword ftrike one 
pf the bodies on the ground. He then mounted his 
horfe, and went oflF with the reft of the rebels. 

j^ by the prifoner. I)id you know me long be* 
fore the rebellion ?. 

A. Two years at any rate. 

Johif Mooney fworn^ 

^ Did yo\i know William Mooney and Richard 
Leech ? 

J. I 



: <i ^W -; Af'^^^^jOl^^^^ 



9& APPENDIX. 

jj. I did. William Mooney was my brother. 

^ What is become of them ? 

ji. They are both dead. 

J^ How do you know ? 

ji. I had heard that my brother was murdered 
within a mile of Caftlebridge, a week after Vinegar- 
hill was retaken by the king's army. I went there 
to find the body, and found it j it had the mark of 
a gun-ftiot wound juft under tjie ear. There were 
two bodies more in the fame hole — John Hawkins' 
?nd James Lett's. Leech's was taken out before, 
fis the man told me who took him up. 

^ ,Do you know any thing of the prifoner Walfh 
— whether during the rebellion he a£l:ed as a cap* 
tain ? 

A. I faw him fworn in a captain near Ennifcor- 
thy. I faw him take the oath. He was in a circle, 
when he was kiffed by Kerns the prieft, who wiflied 
bim gopd luck, I faw a lieutenant fworn to ferve 
under him. 

-^ by the prifonen Was the circle a large one 
that you fay \vas formed round me ? 
A. It was large. 

J^. W^^^ ^^y ^*^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ 9^^^ ^'^^ adminif- 
(ered on ? ' 

A. I cannot tell. It \yas the day after the battle 
of Bonis. 

Edward Goff fwern. 

^ Where were you in the rebellion ? 
ji. I was taken prifoner in this town by the re- 
bels, and afterwards brought to Ennifcorthyj where, 

at 
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:^t the Interceffion of fome friends, I was in about 
three days liberated, on condition of carrying a . 
pike. In abput four days after I faw the prifoner, 
Nicholas Walfh, go with a party of rebels to Mr- 
Sutton's, the prieft^s houfe, from whence he took 
Mr. Hunte^ a lieutenant in captain Pounden's corps, 
2nd put him into the rebel guard-houfe. I faw 
Walfli, the prifoner, in about five days after, come 
with a party^ and take Mr. Hunte out of the guard- 
room, and bring him up tQ Mr. Bale's barn, where 
he fet a guard over him. In about three days after, 
the prifon;er c^me to the barn with a drawn fword ' 
in his hand, at the head of a party of rebels, when I , 
heard him order Mr, Hunte to be brought out. 
Mr. Hunte, who had been wounded on Whitfun- 
Monday, was brought out. The prifoner then or- 
dered the party to put Mr. Hunte to death, which 
they did by fhooting and piking him. 

^ by the prifoner. Do you know the particular 
day this murder was committed ? 

J. To the beft of my knowledge it was the 13th 
pf June. 

^ At what hour of the day ? 

A. I do not exaftly know the hour. It was in 
the forenoon \ I believe before ten o'clock. I am 
lure it was before twelve. . ^ 

- : . J f a4:. dA^n j^^ Hampton /worn. 

^ Where were you in the beginning of the re- 
beUion ? 

A, At Eanifcorthy* 

*!a %a ; . ^ ' ' :.) ^ Did 
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J^ Kd you know Samuel Barber ? 

A. I did. 

^ When and where did you fee him during the 
rebellion ? 

A. Xhe day the rebels took Ennifcorthy, about 
half an hour, after the yeomen and militia had re- 
tteated, I faw him at Sparrow's brewery in Ennif- 
corthy, Handing there. I law the prifoner come up 
to him, and afk him what he was. Barber' made 
i;o anfwer, but ran away. Walflb overtook him in 
about three perches, and ftabbed him in the back 
with a pitch- fork. Barber, fell, and the prifoner 
ftabbed him feveral times until he died. 

^ Was iparber armed ? 

4* Re was not. He was (landing quietly^ 

^ by the prifoner^ Was there any crowd in the 
ftr^et; when you faw B.arber fixft ? 

A* There wa$ not. 

j^ What time of the day was it ?. 

A. I cannot fay ; ^bput ^n hour and a half be- 
fore fun-fe^ 

^ Have you been promifed any reward foj: 
{wearing againft me ?. 

An I have not, 

George Freeman /worn* 

J^ Were you a prifoner with the rebels during 
the rebellion ? 

A. I was taken up to Vinegar-hill feveral tin^es^ 
and liberated by fome friends I had among the 
rebels. 

S. Did 
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J^ Did y6u fee the late John W^hyte, a magif- 
trate? 

A. I did. 

J^ Is he living 6r dead ? 

A. He is dead. 

•^ Relate what you know of his death. 

A. On the fecond Sunday in the rebellion, to thi 
bed of tny khowledgfe, I Was brought up to Vine- 
gar-hill by a party of rebels. I there faw the pri- 
foner, Walfh, mounted on a grey horfe, with a fword 
in his hand. I heard him order Mr. Whyte to be 
brought out of the wiridmill. Wh^n he w^ft 
brought out, Walfh ordered nle to fhodt him, and 
placed a rebel guard about me with direftions to 
pike me to death if I refufed. I then (hot Mi*. 
Whyte. Immediately after Mr. Whyte was dead, 
Wal(h ordered five or fix more out of the windmill, 
who were immediately killed with pikes ahd fwords. 
I faw Walfli, myfelf, cut one of them down with 
his fword. One of the prifoners gave Walfh ^ 
guinea and a half, and fome filver, which he re- 
-quefted Walfh would give to his family. Walfli 
put the money in his pocket, making ufe of fome 
Irifh exprefGon, which I believe meant that he would 
keep it himfelf. After Whyte*s death, Walfh or- 
dered me to take off* his breeches. He then order- 
ed all the bodies to be thrown into a hole, which 
was done. Some of the bodies feemed to have life 
in them. Walfh took a pike out of one of the rebels 
hands, and from his horfe flabbed every one of the 
bodies that fhewed figns of life; As foon as they 
were all dead, he ordered the rebels to (hout, and 

to 
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L to go off in fearch of more proteftants. He then 

t rode oflf the hill with a party. 

•^ Was it a eommon praflice to order proteft- 

Iants to kill the prifoners they wiflied to deftroy ? 
ji. I never heard of any one being forced to kill 
^ a man, but myfelf, and an uncle of mine* 

J^ How were you faved ? 
? yf. I was feveral times put on my knees to bd' 

killed, but was always faved by captain Lacy, one 
of the rebels. 
\ J^ by the prtfoner. When did you give informal 

\ lion of what you have now fworn ? 

I A. Some time ago. I do not recoyed. 

X ^ Did you ever profecute a man of the name 

of James Bryan ? 
A. I did. 
^; 9. Was Bryan acquitted or found gilihy ? 

A. He was acquitted—the more is the pityi 
J^ Was there any witnels examined againffi 
Bryan but yourfelf I 
A. I do not think there was. 
^ What was the reafon that you did not give 
information before February laft ? 
A. I thought it was time enough. 
\ J^ Don't you believe that if what you had fworil 

againft James Bryan had been believed by the 
^ court that tried him, they would have found him 

guilty? 

A. ^ believe they would. 
9. Do you know, a man of the name of Michael 
A&in? 
-4. I do. 
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^ By the virtue of your oath had not you and 
Mr, Whyte a quarrel about cutting timber ? 

J, Never. 

^ By virtue of your oath were you ever accufed 
of murder ? .*• -.;. '^}„ 

A. Never, but of killing Mn Whyte. 

j^ By virtue of your oath do you now profecute 
me in order to fave yourfelf ? 

A. I do not think I fliould have been profecuted 
whether I fwore againil you or not. I came for- 
ward becaufe you were a rebel leader, and forced 
me to fhoot Mr. Whyte. 

^ Before what magiftrate did you give infor- 
mation ? , ,,..,... , -^,.-.t . ' , 

A. Before captain Jacob. - , . 

J^ Who applied to you to come forward ? 

A> No one, I came forward of my own accord. 
Many people afked me if 1 would not profecute. 

^ Had you any converfation with any perfon 
about what you were to fay here ? 

A. I had. I was afked if I would not profecute. 

^ by the court. Did you ever tell any one about 
your killing Mr. Whyte before February lad? t 

A. I did. I never kept it a fecret. I told it fre- 
quently to magiftrates in converfation immediately 
after the rebellion. 

^ What became of the prifoner firice the rebel- 
lion ? " ' . . f . M 

A. I believe he was hiding until he was taken. 

^ If Walfh had been taken before, would you 
have given information againft him earlier ? 

A. I would. 

^ Did 
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J^ Did you remain at large fince you tofd y6tt 
had (hot Mr. Whyte? 

A. I did conftantly. I never was afraid of beifeig 
taken up for it. 

^ by the prifonen By virtue of your bath don't 
you believe that I tvas taken in December laft ? 

A. I do not recoiled wheit you were taken* 

^ How came you to leaVe Mr. Ogle*^ corps ? 

A. I went into the country, and took fame fowl, 
and Mr. Ogle' tiirned me out, I was drunk at the 
time, and did not know what I was doing. It wa» 
not as a thief. It was rather a piece df mifchief. 

jGhn Harris fworm 

J^ Did yoa know the late John Whyte, and is 
he alive ? 

A. I did know him. I faw him ddad on Vinegai^- 
hill, in the titoe of thd rebellion. I cannot tell what 
day, from the confiifion of the times. 

J^ What brought you to Vinegar-hill ? 

A. I was a prifonct among the rebels, and brought 
up to the hill that day. 

(^ Relate what you faw pafs. 

A* I heard a grea|: noife among the rebels, and I 
lay down to flielter myfelf. I heard fome one fay 
they were killing men. There was one Farrel with 
me that I took to be my friend. I requefted him to 
come with me off the hill, for I was afraid my turn 
would come next. He delired me to go on, and he * 
would ftay at my back. I then went on, when fomd 

of 
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pf the rebeU faw me and cried out, •* there is the 
*' viilain Harris; hawl him up here, and we^ll 
.« ferve him as the reft." I then walked up among 
them, and faw Nicholas Walfh on a grey horfc, 
with a drawn fwordin his hand. I faw three bo- 
dies lying dead. Mr. Whyte's body was one, and 
lay next Walfh. Walfh then ordered me to take 
that man, pointing to Mr. Whyte, and throw hirii 
into the hole. I took him by the foot, but wais 
not able to ftir the body. The rebels cried that I 
favoured him. Wallh cried out, " Sir, throw him 
1 •' in direAly, but take care you don't hurt him.'* 
Farrel then came to my afliftance, and we laid htm 
in the hole. He was then gafping ; not quite 
dead. Farrel and I then put another tody that 
was quite dead into the hole. When I h^d ^one 
this, Walfh defired me to go about my bufinefs, 
that my life was fafe for that day. I diredly went 
fropi the hill.- ' ^ 

Q^ bid the prifoner appear to have any com- 
mand that day ? 

Jy He did. He appeared to be captaiai of that 
party. ' - 

Q^ Were you ever offered any reward for profe- 
cuting, or for withholding your profecution ? 

A. I was. 

Q^ By whom were you' offered the bribe, and 
for what purpofe ? ^ 

J. Nick Walfh's wife offered me five guineas if 
I would fwear he was not on the hill the day Mr. 
Whyte was killed. I afked her if fhe wanted me 
to perjure myfelf. She replied he was changed on 

z the 
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the 24th. I faid I did not know the day, but that, 
if he was with the devil, he was on the hill the day 
Mr. Whyte was killed, and that I^ would not take 
any fum. 

The prifoner obje<fts to any evidence of afts not 
done by him, or of any circumftance given in evi- 
dence that cannot be confidered as coming from 
him. 

C(. hy the prifoner. Had you and George Fred- 
inan any cbriverfatioh about what you were to 
fwear here ? 

A. Never. 

Q^ Where is Farrel now ? 

A* At home, at his own place.' 

€t^ Do you believe that FarrePs evidence coixtd 
be procured ? 

^. I do not know. He was fick fome'time ago. 
"J know not whether he is able to come out. I do 
''not think he would be afraid to come. 

The prifoner was hanged^n Vinegar-hilU 
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::x ^f^>^^ NUMBER III. 
^ TRIAL OF ANDREW PARREL. '. . 

I. . WEXFORD, MAY 22, 180O. 

Major Gordon, ofthe Dumfries regiment, prelidentj 
John Henry Lyfter, Efq. ading judge advocate. 

William Furlong /worn. 

Q^ hy the profecutor. Did you ktiow the Rev# 
Mr. Pentland ? ^ .^ 

A. I did. ^ ^ -r: . '• ' ' ^ 

' ^ is he living or dead? . 'i/-' ^ 

A* Hfeis dead. , - 

C(. I)o you know how he came by his death ? 
* A- I was taken prifoner by the rebels on Whit- 
fun Tuefday, and put into the windmill on Vine* 
gar-hill, where I faw the Rev. Mr. Pentland, the 
Rev. Mr. Trocke, three men of the name of Gill, 
and about thirty more loyalifts, in cuftody of th6 
rebels. The prifoner, Andrew Farrel, was there. 
The rebels called him captain Farrel, to which 
name he arifwered. He had a drawn fword in his 
hand. I heard him bid the loyalifts fall on their , 

knees, and prepare for death, as they fhould be 
killed direftly. The prifoner then ordered out 'f|^ 

feveral of the loyalifts, who were inftantly mur*. ' \i 

dered. In particular I faw him take Mr. Pent- • . (^j 

land by the breaft, and by force put him out of \l 

the mill door, where he was inftantly put to death. f 

i-.k ' ; ' 2 ^^ ^\^ ;,^^ Mr, 
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Mr. Pentland refiftcd as much as he cduld. There 
were fourteen or fifteen murdered at that time. I 
faw their bodies lying dead when I got out. The 
prifoner came up to me, and told me, I muft know 
where there were arms in Ennifcorthy, and that if 
I would tell, he would fave me. I faid I would. 
I was then taken to Ennifcorthy, wherel wasfaved 
by a man who had beeu a maltfter to my uncle. 

Q^ Do you know of the prifoner having afted-as 
9l captain during the rebellion ? ~ 

Jf I law him fwom in to aft as a captain. 

Crofs-examined by the prifoner. 

(3i^Ax6 there any of the thirty men, that yoti 
faw in the windmill, alive now, except yourfelf ? 

A. Thene arc, I believe, eight of them, or more. 

Q^ What time o!n Whitlua Tuefday was it that 
.youfaw ttie? 

J. It wa$, i believe, about eleven 6t twelve : it 
was the time yota were diffributtBg j)o^<fer to the 
rebels. 

. C(^ Do you profecutfe nle becaufe l! could no|: 
feve your brother that was killed on the hill ? 

A. 1 never knew before that you wjere prefenk 
at my brother's death. 

francis Bradley /worn. 

Q^ by the profectdor. Did ypu know Jilr. Philip* 
Annefly? . ^ 

A. I did. 
Qj, Is he living or dead ?^ 

A.l 
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A^ I believe he is dead — -it is fo reputed in the 

country ; and that he lies buried near Mr. Bale's, 
iii a ditch, 

Q^ Do you know Andrew Farrel> the prifoner ? 

A. I do. 

Q^ Did you fee him with Mr. Annefly in the 
rebellion ? 

A. I faw Mr. Annefly a prifoner in cuftody o£ 
parrel. I was going to Mr. Wheeler's when I met 
them, Mr. Annefly called me, and requefl:ed I 
would take his watch ancj money, and give them 
to his friends. I refufed, being afraid, and aflced 
him why he made the requeft. He told me An- 
drew Farrel was taking him to be killed. 

Q. Was Farrel near enough to h^ar what Mr,- 
Annefly faid ? 

A* He certainly was. ' 

Q^ Did he make any obfervation oq what An- 
nefly Ikid? - * * "" ^: -^-^ • 

A. He did not fay a word. 

Crofs-examimd by the prifoner. 

Q^ How long did you know me ? * • 

A- I have known your perfon four or five years, 
Q^ What day of the month was this? 
A. 1 do not know. I think it was in the begiii* 

ning of the rebellion. 

Q^ Did you know any one elfe of the party ? 
A. There was one Brennan, a weaver, wto 

feemed to interfere for Mr. Annefly. ' 

^'^rflkr-ri V V o */::• /• :. , \\U -.^ Henry 
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Henry Whitney fworn. 

Q^ by theprofecuior. Did you know the ^.ev. lyl^y 
. l^entland ? 

A. I did. 

Q^ Is he living or (JeacJ ? 

jfi He is dead. 

Q^ Relate to the court what ypu l^now pf hi^ 
death ? 

A. I was taken prifoner about four miles fron^ 
Ennifcorthy, and brought into the mill on Vine- 
gar-hill. In a few hours after I faw Andrew Far- 
rel, the prifoner, drag Mr. Pentland, either by the 
brcaft or by the hair, out of the dpor, where h^ 
"Was diredily piked to death. 

Q^ Were there any otheri taken out ? 

A* There were, I believ^, twenty-five while I 
\}^as there. They were all put to death. 

Q^ Were there any put to death after William 
Furlong was fent out ? 

^. There were a good many. 

<^ Did you fee any of them dead? 

A. I did. When \ got out they were lying in a 
heap, except Mr. Pentland. His body lay fepa- 
T2Ltt from the' reft, and was gripped, and very 
bloody. 

Q^ Did Mr. Pentland expoftulate with the pri- 
foner when he was taking him out ? 

A^ When Farrel defired us all to go down on 
bur knees, and told us we had not an hour to live, 
Mr. Pentland and Mr. Trocke got up, and begged 
they might be fpared. Mr. Pentland faid that 
they were clergymen, an^ that he was a ftranger, 

an^ 
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and had been but a ftiort time in the country, and 
was a north-countryman. He then oflfered his 
watch, which was taken by a man of the name of 
Foley. The prifoner then feifed him and put hini 
out of the door, where he was murdered, as was 
every perfon the prifoner put out, except Mr. Hor- 
nick's fori. The prifoner attempted tO' drag mc 
out, but J was held back by fome of my fellowr 
prifoners. . 

Q^ How were you faved ? 

A. I faw a rebel of my acquaintance, of the 
name of I^oran. He told Farrel 1 was an honeft 
quiet man ; on which Farrel examined me about 
arms, and then let me but. 

Q^ Did you live in the parifh of which Mr. 
Pemland was clergyman ? 

A. I did. He had be^n but a few months in 
the parifla. 

Q^ What was his charafter ? 

j1. He was a remarkably quiet harmlefs man. 

Q^ Did you know the prifoner before the rebel- 
lion ? 

J. I did. 

Crofs-examined by the prifoner. 

Q^ Where did you live at the time of the rebel- 
lion ? ' : ' ' 

A> At Ennifcorthy. 

Q^ Had you any converfation with Furlong on 
the fubjeft of your evidence ? 
' A. We have often talked of what wc (iyf in the 
windmill. 

John 
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^okn Gill fworn. - - . 

G(^ byiMproftcutar. Were you a prifon^r iri the 
"windmill on Viuegar-hill in the rebellion ? 

A. I was on Whitfuuday, with many other loy- 
alifts. 

0^ Were there any of them pvit to death that 
day ? 

A* There were, 

^ Do you know Andrew Farrel \ 

A: I do. 

Q^ Did you fee him that day in the windmill \ 

A. I did. 

G^ What was his condufl there ? 

A. One of the party that brought me prifoner to 
the windmill faid, on coming in, ** captain Farrel, 
'*: here is au orangeman." On which Farrel faid 
. to the guard, " take care of him." Some' timef 
• after, finding the prifoner in great favour with the 
rebels, I entreated him to fave my life. He a&ed 
ifte ray name. I told him Gill. " That is a bacj 
" name/* faid he, " prepare for death ; you 
*^ have not an hour to live." I again begged my 
life, and faid that I and my brother would play 
the fife and^eat the drum for them; but he de- 
fired me to put fuch thoughts out of my headj as 
I fhould certainly die. 

C(^ Did you fee any one put to death at that time? 

A*^ When I was brought out, I faw John Gill of 

Monglaia^ lying near the door. He was juft dying. 

^ A party of rebels, armed with pikes and guns, 

formed 
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fojmed a line in front of the mill cioor. Behind 
them there were fome on horfeback. On being 
brought out, there -was one Andrew Martin, wit;£ 
a drawn fword, (landing infide the line, as execu* 
^ioncr. I imniiediately addreffed the ^ebel^, and 
i^lked if they would put a man tp death without 
trial. Martin cried out, '^ damn your foul, do 
^' you conxe here to preach"— and made a flab at 
me, which hit me in the wrift. Some of the rebels 
bade him flop, and a&ed me how I chofe to die* 
I replied, *^ as a Chriftian." OnQ of thofe oa 
horfeback faid, '* may be he is a Chriftian,'? and 
afked me,' " are you a Chriftian ?'' I told him I 
iDelieved in the Saviour of the world, through 
whom I hoped to be faved. Martin then faid, 
f^ Oh damn your foul, you are a Chriftian in your 
f ^ own way" — and direftly ftabbed me in the fide* 
I fell on my face, and was then ftabbed in the 
back, and beaten on the head with fome heavy in- 
ftrurhent. I ftill kept my fenfc^. My brother 
was next brought out, and aikedthe fame queftion, 
how he chpfe to die,. He boldly anfwered that he 
would die a proteftant. On which they all fliout- 
ed, and rufhed forward, and piked him to death, 
Mr. Hornick was next brought out, and allced how 
he would die. He anfwered that he would die as 
he had lived. He was direftly murdered. I then 
fainted, and continued infenfible until my wife 
came for me in the evening. She found great dif- 
ficulty in faving me, as there was an old man with 
a fcythe examining the bodies, and ftriking on the 
head fuch as he found with any appearance of 

life. 
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life. She took me to the bottom of the hill, wherp^ 
finding I had life, {he hid me. The next morning 
I was found there by the rebels, and brought up 
to the hill, from which I efcaped by the help of a 
man that was to marry my daughter. About half 
a mile from the hill I was met by two men, one 
of whom fired zt me. The ball grazied, my head 
and ftunned me. I there lay until my wife again 
found me. From that, until Vinegar-hill was 
taken by the king's troops^ I lived in the fields anc] 
ditches. . 

Qrofs'Cxamine4 iy the prifoncr. 

^ Did you put in a claim fpr youj: lofTes ? 

A. I did. 

Jg. Did you ge^ your claim \ 

A. I did, a part. 

j^. Were you not refufcd compenfation for your 
loffes unlefs you profecutcd fome one ? 

A. No inch thing. No pbjeftion was made to 
me. 

^ Were you inftrufted what to fay ? 

A. I was not. 

j^. Did you ever fee me before that day ?. 

A. I never did ; but I am fure I will never for^ 
get you. 

^ Did you fee me take any one out of the mill ? 

A, I did not. ^ 

^ What time of the day was it ? 

A. About nine o'clock. 

^ Was not,CofFcy faved by me ? 

\ Ay, You 
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A You granted leave to Luke Byrne, and two 
pthers, who interceded for him, to fave Cojffey's 
life. 

^. Is there any one elfe alive who was in the 
fnill that day? 

A* There is one Warren, who was hhlf killed 
like myfelf. ' '^^-- r. ' •' \.: ' - ,- \ l- 

yoh7t Aifjiin fworn. 

^ by the profecutor. Do you know Andrew Par- 
rel, the prifoner at the l^ar ? 

J. I do. 

^ Did you fee him during the rebellion ? . ' 

^.Idid. 

^. In what capacity did he a6t ? 

'A. I was brought a prifoner into Ennifcorthy by- 
one captain Weft, who brought me to the place 
where the prifoner was on parade with fome re- 
bels. Weft faid, " captain Farrel, here is aa 

" Orangeman I have brought you." " Very 

^^ well," faid the prifoner, " I will take care of 
, " him." He then ordered four or five along with 
him, and took me to the rebel guard-houfe, where 
there were fifteen or fixteen loyalifts confined, — 
One of them, a Mr. Robiilfon, begged of the pri- 
foner to fave them. The prifoner anfwered, with 
an oath, that he would have them all put to death 
l^efore the next night. 

Crofs' examined by the prifoner* \^ 
^ When was this ? ^* •*- 
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. A. To the beft of my knowledge, about eight 
or nine days after the rebellion broke out. 

^ Were the men all put to death the next 

day ?• • r' :^v^ '- 

J, I cannot tell. I got out by the intercefiion 
pf a rebel. 

^. Do you recoiled being faved another time, 
and by whom ? , 

A, I was, by one Laccy. - '^ :* , 

^ Did you fee me at that time ? 

A. I did. 

^ Did not I interfere to fave you J^ 

^. Not you indeed. 

^ohn Mooney Jworn. 

^ by iheprofecutor. Do you know the prifoner> 

A. I do, very well. 

J^. Did you fee him in the rebellion ? 

A. I did. 
:,, ^ la what capacity ? 

A. As a captain. I faw him fworn in as fuch, 

and a lieutenant fworn under him, when he was 

kiffed by Kearns the pried; I faw him head a party 

"" at 'the attack on Mr. Cavenagh's houfe at Borris. 

I have heard him called St. Ruth, 

. ' '. . Crofs examined by the prifomr. 

^ At what time in the rebellion did you hear 
|ne called captain ? 
v;^* ^^' Through the w^hole rebellion. 
sH ^ ^ At what time did you fee me fworn in ? 
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A. When you came batk firdm Barris, Morgan 
Byrne and you had a difpute which of you ftiould 
be eldeft captain; Byrne faid he had fubfcribed 
a long time to the united menr ^You anfwcriid you 
bad fubfcribed as long* * 

David Ogdenfworn* 

4# h t^ p^o/scutor* Do you knew the prifoie^er* 
Andrew Farrel ? 

J. I do. 

j^. Did you fee bim dtiring tb^ rebellion } 

A. I did. 

^ In what capacity did he a£l? 

A. He came one day to Mr. Wheeler's houfe^ 
where I had gone for fifety- He was at the head 
of a party, of which he feemed to have the chief 
comjuand. He to<>k Mr^ Whe.eter and myfqlf out 
of the boufe, to bring us, as he faid to Vinegar- 
hilh We were releafed by one Macleane, who 
by threatening and entreaties got us from Farrel. 
Macleane faid, if we were not releafed, he would 
goto tTje hill, and tell that he had found the pri- 
foncr, the day of the battle of Ennifcorthy, dif- 
guifed in women's clothes, robbing, inftead of 
fighting the king's army. 

^ Was the prifaner armed ? 

A* He was armed with a broad fword. 

Crofs-examined by the prifoner. 

^ Wheil was this ? 

A. I believe about the third day after the rebels 
took Ennifcorthy. 

^. Did 
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^. Did you not think that I was oncf 6l thofc 
ftiat fhoxiid have refcued you i 

A. I thought you ought to have done fa, as you 
were la tenant of my uncle's ; but you did not. 
You would not give Mr. Whetkr time to fliive 
himfelf. 

^. Who was at Mr. Wheeler^s with you ? 

A* There were my wife and fillers, Mrs. Brad- 
ley, and I believe Mrs. Wheeler, and Mifs New-^ 
bold. 

^. Were yoil unwell at that time > 

A. I was. 

^ Did you ndt fay^ " Andrew Farrel, wd'nt 
you fave me ?'* , 

A. I do n6t know but I m%ht haVe faid fo J 
but you infifted on taking me to Vinegar-hill^ 
which ccfuld not Have been to feve me. It was at 
that time the common place of execution. 

^ Were not your fenfes in that difturt^d ftate 
as to be liable tc^ miftake my conriuA ? 

A. It is impoffible. I certainly v^as agitated as 
I thought I Was to be murdered, but I never loft 
my recolle^onV I remember yotf obferved me, 
ahdy^winking at one of your compd:nions, defired 
me not to be fo agitated, for when I were onc6 
lirrived at the bill 1 would be quiet enough. 

$^ Was there any Other perfon brought away 
from Mr. Wheeler's ? 

A* None but Mr. Wheeler and I. 



Tri(onn'*£ 



f 




I 

\ 



Appendix. 4;^ 

Prifoner^s Defence. 
James Hunt Jworn* 

^ hy theprifoner. Were yoa on Vinegar-hill oa 
Whitfunday in the rebellion ? ' 

A. I was. 1 was a prifoner to the rebelfe, who 
kept me juft outfide the mill door. 

1^. What did you fee done there ? 

4' I faw a man, called Mr. Pentlandj brought 
out, and put to death by one Conners. 

•^. By whofc order was he broilght oiit ? 

A. By the orcjer of Morgan Byrne, wh6 was 
outfide the mill door. 

^ Did you fee me there ? 

A. I did not. 

^ How many did you fee put to death ? 

A. Mr. Hornick, Mr. Pentland, and another 
man. i wis then taken down to the bottom of 
the hill. 

-^. by the court. Might not the prifoner have 
been in the mill without your knowledge ? 

A. He might ; but I did not fed him^ nor hear' 
tell of hitn. 

^. Are you now a prifoner? 

A. I am. 

^ For what ? 

A. For fufpicion of robbing my next neigh- 
bour. 

Jdhn Rojgianfworfi. 

^. hy theprifoner. Were you on Vinegar-hill on 
Whitfun-Tuefday ? 
A. I was not. 

James 
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James Bryan fworn^ 

. ^ ^y theprifoner. Were you an Vinegar-till on 

Whitfun-Tuefday ? '-i . . ..^ 

^. I was. ri; *! :'?fi/fl ., 

. ^ At what time? i.'4ixiin**i: 

<• A. I was on every patrt of the hill fram nine 
^ clock until three or four in the ev^ening, and did 
not fee you that day. 

^ Did you fee any one taken out of the wind- 
mill^ •' .7 ,oaT/3:" .H^io ' i io libm aci. 

A^ i dicf not, ttit I faw a man xJead that had 
been taken out. 

^ Who was the man ? 

A* A Mr.Pentland. I was lying on the hill whea 
I heard that Mr. Pcntland was to be killed. I 
ran to fave hira, but was too late. He was dead 
when I got up. I heard that one Conners and 
one Byrne had killed him. 

^ by the court. Where do you live and what is 
your religion ^ ; .j>f^U :(' * 

A. I am a Roman catholic, and live in the 
jparifh of Killann, of which Mr. Pentland was 
Hiinifter. 

^ What was his chara&er in the parifti ? 
-*^^^A^ He bore a mcft excellent charader ; a quiet 
mild man. 

^ Are you a prifoner now ? * 

:\Jl, I am for fufpicion of a rape/ , ♦- ;^ 

• > --- - - -- - .- - .^ .; ,v ^ ^^ • 



-\' 



...n 



'r« 



Vjf, 



\,^:m'i{lmm 



'^?r 



^ 




Digitized by 



• ' ' Wiliia^n Wilkinfon fworn. 

^. hy the prifoner. Did you fee me during the 
rebellion ? 

^. I did. 

^ Did you fee me iti the guard-houfe at Enmf- 
eorthy ? 
/' A* 1 did. I was a prifoiler there. 

^ What was my conduft there ? 
-^' A* You ufed me civilly. You took me and 
feventeen more out, and faved us, the day that 
we were ordered tD be murdered by Kerns the 
prieft. 

^ Were you with me during the rebellidh'? 
*^/ A* 1 was very often \ almoft every day. 

^ What was my chdrafler during the rebellion ? 

A. You faved thofe I fpoke of, but I cannot fay 
any thing farther. 

^ hy the court* Did you cirry a pike ? *!^'i^- 

An 1 did not, nor a gun. '^''^ • 



^. What arms did you carry ? 



^# 

A. I had a ftick with a piece of a nail rod, in 
the end of it. ^ 

^ Would it kill a man ? \^ '^ 

A. It would. ' K _ . • ■ : u: - '• ^ 

^ Had you any converfation with the prifoner 
lately with refpeft to the evidence you were to 
give ? 

A. Not one word. I had no converfation with 
him on any lubjed. 7, , - V.,^. -, -.'^ ; ^ 

^ Were you not in the gaol with the prifoner ? 
;. _ A A A I 
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jL I was not ; I never was in the gaol. 

^ Do you fwear that you had no converfatioK 
at all withthe prifoner ? 

A^ I had at a window. 

^ Where was this window ? 

X I do not know whether it looked iato the 
gaol yard, or Into the ftrect. 

j^. Was it npt the grated door of hb cell yom 
fpoke to him at? 

A. 1 do not know whethier it waa ^ doc^r or a 
window,^ 

^. Were you not drinking witli the pjrifonfcr ? 

A> He put a bottle through the bars, and bade 
Bfie takea fup. } 

^ Did not the ^ifonergive you niouey ? 
. A» He gave me fome to bear my expences. 

j^. What expences ? 

A. The expences I was at to ftay for his tiriaL . 

^ When was this? 

A' The day before yefterday. 

Mavf Hall fworn. 

S^ hy thcprifon&r. Did you fee me during the 
rebellion ? 

A> I did. I faw you very often, but J do not 
recoUeft any particular day except Whitfun-Tuet 

day. 

^ Did you ever fee me guilty of any outrage 
or crime? 

A* I never faw you guilty of any thing but 
breaking open a houfe and robbing it. 

J. Whofc 
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^ Whofe houfe was it ? ^liivlM.^fv ^.r .. •. . 

J. Mr. Jofeph Sparrow's, where you took every- 
thing, even the fheets under two cripples that lay 
in the houfe. You behaved civilly to my little 
boy, and made the butcher give him a good bit 
of meat. . *i: . ., 

^. by the court. You fay you faw the prifoner 
often ; in what capacity ? 

A. I cannot fay. I have feen him with a drawn 
fword at the head of a party. They obeyed him. 
I remember he ordered them to fire into Mr. 
Jofeph Sparrow's houfe, and they did fo. ; J . 

^. Did you know Mr. Philip Annefly ?* 

A. I did. I faw him dragged out of the mill 
on Vinegar-hill, the day my hufband was mur- 
dered. I afterwards faw his body lying dead on 
the hill. ;m:: . . , 

. ' ^ .T\\^ - jr^n iTi."- ^.^, 

The reader may fee, from the perufal of this 
trial, that Andrew Farrel, fo adive in robbery 
and murder, was a very great coward. In faft, 
-the greateft plunderers and murderers, both of the 
rebel and of the loyalift parties, were the greateft 
cowards. This is the moft deplorable flate of 
fociety, when the worthleTs find themfelves able 
to exert their malignant inclinations with impu- 
nity. 

This remarkable circumftance attended the 

death of Andrew Farrel, that he died in the moft 

folemn affertion of an evident falfehood, for 

' ' A A 2 what 



'tSr 
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what he doubtlcfs regarded as a laudable and ge- 
nerous purpofe. When he was led to execution, 
and on the point of being launched into the other 
world, he addreifed a magiflrate in words to tlus 
amount : 

" Sir, to Ihew you on what fort of evidence 
'* men are liable to be condemned to death in this 
•* country, I now, at the moment of tiiy being 
'^ plunged inio eternity, take God and my Saviour 
•* to witnefs, that I never was on Vinegar-hill ; and 
'* if I tell a lye, may I be configned to crcrlafting 
" punifhment !'* 

This, which was doubtlefs intended to put a 
flop, or at lead an impediment, to profecutions, 
had, from the notoriety of the matter denied, a 
contrary effeft. Befide the above given evidence, 
the following affidavit was made. 

County of 1^ James CoFrEt, of Ennifcorthy, int 
Wexford. J faid county, gentleman, came this day 
before me, and folemnly made- oath on the holy 
^vaplgelifts, that he was on Vinegar-hill on Tuef- 
day in Whitfun week, in the year 1798, a prifoner 
to the rebels ; and thefe faw Andrew Farrel, lately 
executed at Wexford, a commander among the 
rebels, while they were murdering the Rev. Mr. 
Pentland, Mr. Gill of Monglafs, Thomas Gill the 
wheelwright, and others ; and that he faw,- at the 
fame time, John Gill, the wheel wright> dabbed and 
left for dead^ 
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He forther fwears that the faid Andrew Farrel, 
by his influence among the rebels, faved the lives 
of deponent and of captain Blacker at the fame 
fime and place. 

JAMES COFFEY. ' . r v 

;, Sworn before me, at Ennifcorthy, 

this 25th day of June, 1800, 

vr- . THOMAS HANDCOCK- 






As remarkable as the declaration of Andrew 
Farrel is the following — in which I am inclined to 
fiifpeft fomewhat of an overcharge in fome points, 
from the gloomy ftate of the man's mind at the 
time of the confeffion. 

The Confeffion of James BeAghan. Taken before ilw 
high Jheriff of the county of Wexford., and John 
^,: H. Lyftery trie of his majejifs jnflices of the peace 
for faid county y the day before his execution. 

I, James Beaghan, acknowledge and confefs 
that I am guilty of the crime for which I am to fuf- 
fer; but that I did not commit it from ill will to 
the people that were murdered, but from the or- 
ders of Luke Byrne. I could not difobey him. 
'Ko perfon could rcfufe to obey the orders of the 
commanders. I am fare that any man in com- 
mand could fave the lives of the poor people. 

Every 
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Every man that was a proteftant wSis called an 
Orangeman, and every one was to be killed, from 
the pooreft man in the country. Before the rebel- 
lion I never heard there was any hatred between 
Roman catholics and proteftants; they always 
lived peaceably together. I always found the pro- 
teftants better matters, arid more indulgent land- 
lords, than my own religion. During the rebeU 
lion I never faw any one interfere to prevent mur- 
der, but one Byrne who faved a man , I think all 
that were prefent were as guilty as thofe that per- 
petrated the murders — it was thinking w^ were all 
equally guilty that prevented me from flying the 
country. The women were numeroiis, and were 
as bad as the men. The rebels treated their pri- 
foners with great feverity, very different from the 
way I have been treated in gaol. They thought 
it no moi:e a fm to kill a proteftant t;han a dog. 
Had it not been that they were fo foon quaftied, 
they would have fought with each other for the 
property of the proteftants — they were beginning 
before the battle of Vinegar-hill. Ever fince the 
rebellion I never heard one of the rebels exprefs 
the leaft forrow for what was done ; on the con- 
trary, I have heard them fay they were forry whil^ 
they had the power they did not kill more, and. 
\hat there was not halt enough killed. I know 
that the rebfels were determined to rife if the 
French ftiould come, and 1 believe they did not 
give up half their arms; there are gun3, bayonets.,^ 
and pikes, hid in the country. (.*.) Now, gentle- 
inen, rcoiember what I tell you — if you' and the 

prpteftants. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC ' 



APPEND IX. 57 

protefta^ts are ever in the power of the catholics 
again, as they are now in yours, they will not leave 
one of you alive, you will all go fmack fmooth j 
even thofe that campaigned with them would, iu 
;he end, have been killed — I have heard them fay 
fo many times. 

' r^t .. qpakea before us, Auguft 23d, I799»' *' 
CHRIST, WILSON, Sheriff, 
JOHN H, LXSTER. \ .: 

JV. E. From this mark (.-.) Beaghan fpoke with- 
put having been afked any queftions ; and fpoke 
with an earneftnefs andjn a manner that fhewed 
his fincerity. 






From my inquiries concerning Father Shallow 
of Adamftown, I believe that he never went to 
Carrickburn-camp, or Scullabogue-houfe, except 
for the purpofe of procuring the relcafe of prifon- 
ers, in which he fucceeded not, except that one 
poor girl efcaped by his means, and that he was, 
chiefly inftrumental in the liberation of young Mr. 
Lett of Kilgibbon. Mifs Lett, ofKilgibboD, had 
voluntarily accompanied her brother to Sculla- 
bogue, and was not a prilbner there. She return- 
ed with her brother when he was libcra.led;.. 






ii 
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The following is copied from the appendix^ No. 6^ a^ 
Dr. J)uigenan^ " tair Reprefentation of the pre-' 
political State oflreland^^ 

" It is but juftice to obferve, that it is alleged 
V in behalf of the late Cornelius Grogan, Efq. 
*^ th^t his yefidence was only three miles from the 
*^ town of Wexford ; that he was advanced in 
*^ years, and very infirm; that the rebellion bi;oke 
*^ out yery fuddenly and unexpefiedly ; that hi^ 
** infirmities difabled him from re|:reating from 
*^ the rebels with that expedition whlich' could 
** give him any reafonable hopes of efcape ; tha^ 
*' the rebels imagined the prefumed countenance 
^ and fuppdrt of a gentleman of his rank and corxr 
^^ fequence would apquire credit to their caufe ; 
" and when they had him in their power^^ they 
^\ conferred on him what title they pleafed, in 
" which he wi^s obliged to acquiefce, for the pre- 
^* fervation of his lifq amopg fuch a favage ban- 
** ditti ; and that he pever adled as commiflary- 
*^ general of their army, or in any military capa- 
^' city among them : and indeed it is very certain, 
*' that whatever title of general or commander 
'' they might have given him, he was utterly in^ 
*' capable of undertaking or performing any aftive . 
*^ fervice, being much advanced in years, and a 
" great martyr to the gout. His two brothers, 
'' Thomas Grogan Knox, and John Knor Grogan, 
" at the fame lime were eminent for their loyalty 
/' and courage ; and in the rebellion oiie of theo^ 
'• ^Tliomafi) wasflain, gallantly charging the reV 

^ . " bcU. 
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* bcls at tji^ battle of Arkjpw, at the head of f 
f^ brave cprps of yeomen raife4 by him. The 
*• other brother (John Knox Grogan) was many 
'* years a cavalry officer in the king's army, (the 
" 5th and 18th light dr^goops) and is a gentleman 
" of great honor and integrity/' To this may be 
^dded, concerning the laft named gentleman, th^ 
as captain, he raifed the Healthfield yeoman ca- 
valry in iSeptember, 1 796 ; that he wpnt to En- 
nifcorthy with twelve of his men, M^hen he was 
informed that it was to be attacked the 26th of 
May, and continued there, with captain Solomon 
Richards and his corps, duripg that night and Sun- 
day morning, doing all in his power to difpcrfe 
the rebels j who were then burning the proteftants* 
houfes about that neighbourhood ; that when fer- 
^eapt Stanley had yet tp force his way to Cprk, 
to hold a commiffion on the. rebels there, captaia 
Grogan, with fourteen of his men, conduced him 
fafeto Waterford the 27th of May; that on the 
28th he applied to gen^^ral Fawcet ibr a good force 
to bring to Wexford. The general gave him an 
order for two hundred of the Donegal militia and 
a fix-pounder. He left New Geneva at four 
o'clock thateyening, and. arrived at Wexford with 
|:hem at feven o^clock on Tuefday the 29th. In 
jlhe retreat of the army from Wexford the next 
day, he was wounded in the neck, as he marched 
. with his corps in the advanced guard* 



The 
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The fbllowingis a triic copy of a Xettcr written 
by Beauchamp Bagenal Harvey to the rebels zf 
the ftation of Three-rocks, at the requeft of feVeral 
magiftrates, about two hours before the evacuatioit 
of Wexford by the king's troops. He was, at the 
time when he wrote it, ill of the gout. 

" I HAVk been treated in prifon with all pof- 
fible humanity, and am now at liberty. I have 
procured the liberty of all the prifoners. If you 
pretend to Chriftian charity, do not commit maf- 
facre, or burn the property of the inhabitants j 
and fpare your prifoners' lives. 

B. B. HARVEY" 

Wcdncfday, May 30, 1798. 



ji Lijl of the names of fome of the perfons wJi^ 
were Jbot or piked at the front of the dwelling-: 
houfe of Scullabogue. 

Samuel Cotton, Henry Reafon, 

John Cotton, Thomas Sleator, 

William Eakins, Edward Thornton, 

Milward Giffard, Samuel Turner, 

Philip Hornick, John Whitney, 

Samuel Jones, Thomas Whitney, 

John Jones, Thomas Bell, 

Joha Moran, Samuel Boyce, 
Thomas Macdonald, David Prefley, 

Thomas Paflow, Miles Vaughan. 
John Paflow, 

The four laft had been brought from the village 
of Tintcrn, 
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A Lift of the names of fome of the ferfins who 
were burned at Sc^llabdgue. 



Jofhua Box, 
James Box, 
Gfeorge Boyce, 
Walter Baflet, 
John Brophy, 
James Caroline, 
David Cruife, 
George Carew, 
James^Duffield, 
John Duffidd, 
Thomas Kelly, 
Richard Lewis, 
Robert Miller, 
James Ppwer, 
Thomas Power, 
John Pierfon, 
James Prefley, 
Jane Prefley, 
Anne Prefley, 
William Reel, 
George Smyth, 
John Tweedy, 
Jldward Byron, 
Samuel Crumpton, 
John Chamley, 
William Jordan, 
George Cruife, 
Robert Cooke, 
John Lindfay, 



Henry Rooke, 
William Lindlay, 
Edward Reftwicke, 
William Efniond, 
Edward Rillagh, 
Thomas Efmond, 
Edward Slye, 
James Trimbly, 
Mary Uftier, 
John Wilcock, 
V Holland Finlay, 
Richard Davis, 
Henry Dobbyn, 
James Dobbyn, 
William Dobbyn, 
Patrick Dobbyn, 
Patri<!:k Dobbyn, 
Elizabeth Dobbyn, 
John Dalton, 
Sarah Daly, 
William^ Daly, 
James Daly, 
Jofeph Power, 
William Pyne, 
Samuel Symmons, 
William Symmons, 
Anne Thomas, 
Thomas Whitty, 
James Wade, 

Hyacinth 
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Hyacinth White, 
Margaret Williams, 
Elizabeth Younge, 
John Englifh, 
James Eakins, 
John Eakins, 
Owea Field, 
William Fanner,^ 
Andrew Gray, 
William Gray, 
Joftiua Stannard, 
Mary S^-^nnard, 



Edward Hurley, 
Edmond Monk, 
Francis Monk, 
James Power, 
William Johnfon, 
William Neile, 
Daniel Neiie, 
Patrick Prendergaft, 
William Ryan, 
Mary Ryan, 
Elinor Ryan, 
Thomas Shee. 



The firft twenty-one had been brought from 
Tintern. The lalt eight were Ropianifts, 



y 



A Lijl of the names of fow$ of the perfons majfa- 
> ' cred on the bridge of Wexford. 



Samuel Atkin, 
John Clarke, 
William Clarke, 
John Smyth, 
Thomas Crane, 
Abraham Henefy, 
Kenneth Mathewfon, 
Thomas Ganford, 
George Tully, 
Richard Whitney, 
Edward Turner, Efq. 



M'Goy, 



Benjamin Greene, 

Henry Rhinehart, 

Geo. Sparrow, (in town,) 

Thomas Shaw, 

Robert Burrell, 

Peter Burrell, 

John Byrne, 

Philip Baker, 

John Hatchel, 

David Dalton, 

John 



p^ 
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John Boyde, Efq. 
Francis Plumer, 
Benjamin Sunderland^ 
William Baubier, 
Richard Gibfon, 
Samuel Gordon, 
Peter Burb, 
Robert Burb, 
William Hore, Efq. 
Allan Coxe, Efq, 
Philip Bacon, 
William Stedman, 
Thomas Rigley, 
James Dowzar, 
Chriftopher Abbot, 
William Copeland, 



William Daniel, 
Abraham Ennis, 
John Edwards, 
Thomas Edwards^ 
Thomas Finn, 
Mofes Gray, 
Petter Judd, 
Samuel Orange, 
William Radford, 
Michael Furlong, 
Jonas Gurly, 
William Harrifon, 
Francis Murphy, 
Jofeph Murphy, 
Thomas Willis. 
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A Lijl of ibe names of the men Jlaughtefed on Bloody 
Friday J by a party of rebels on the road from Gorey 
to Coolgreney. 



William Bs^St 
Robert Bates^ , 
John Baflet, 
William Butlerj^ 
Richard Butler, 
Jofliua Cheafcy 
John Cooke, 
William Dobbin, 
Richard Errett, 
Timothy Foxton, 
William Gray, 
William Bale, 
Thomas Fennel, 
John Harris, 
William Jones, 
John Johnfon, 
Thomas Jolly, 
Jofeph Kennedy, 
John Lee, 



Daniel Moore, . * 
John Nee^am, 
William Ormfby, 
Michael Patehel, 
Henry Rogers, . 
Robert Bale, 
William jGriffin, 
George Reed, 
Abraham Shaw, 
Wiiliam Stafford, 
JohnSharpe, 
John Whitaker, 
Robert Webfter, 
Ralph Williams, 
William Hill, 
Jofeph Reed, 
William Spencer, 
Humphrey Spencer, 
William Buttle. 



A Lift of the names offome of the perfons murdered on 
Vinegar Hill^ and its immediate vicinity ^ after the 
taking of Ennifcorthy by the Rebels. 



Rev. Thomas Troke, 
Rev. John Pentland, 



Rev. Samuel H eydon, 
John Gill, 

Richard 
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Richard Butler, A ^uk. 


Richard Whealy, ' U^ "" 


Jofeph Hawkins, ' ' ' 


William Baffet, ^ ijffof 


p, John Hawkins, 


Michael Furlong, iwttl* ■ ^ 


h Henry Hatton, rr^oM 


Edward Prefcot, <?>t'«r 


f * . Jofeph Rath, ^'^nttii'^ 


Thomas Robfon, | 


Thomas Oaks, 


William Sly, , ', .' . 


f Samuel Hall, 


, Thomas Mac Briar, * i ;^ -* 


I . Thomas Hall, 


Richard Bennet, /HillT 


y Benjamin Stacey, 


Samuel Murphy, ",^^^' ^ 


William Power, 


Garret Murphy, 


George Stacey, 


Jeremiah Smith, 


Jofeph Mackins, 


Jofeph Smith, ' ''^ % ' 


Thomas Walkins, 


Robert Hornick, . ' . 


^ ^ James Campbell, 


John Brahee, -* ' 


>" " Thomas Campbell, 
' , Thomas Simpfon, 


Ifaac Earl, ' . ' 


Philip Annefly, ^ ^^^'^l - ' 


/ William Caflin, 


Jofeph Grotheir, ^^^'^^ 


, Maud, -^'<*o->« 


' John Whyte, Efq. > ^C -^ J 


;- ' Samuel Crumpton, 


John Brampton, -^^^^^ ^ 


^ • ' Patrick Connor, 


John Pounder, v/-^ ^- ' 


James Rigley, 


Nicholas Jones,^ 


. Thomas Rigley, 


Roger Sparks, '^^ 


James Sutton, 


Thomas Piper, 


Michael Sutton, 


Samuel Crofts, 


', John Smith, 


William Kain,*';/ //ly,^. , 


Jofeph Copeland, ^ ^ 


John Hope, 


William Willis, ";' 


Free, of Stoops, 


' - Robert Webfter, 


George Warran, 


Charles Vero, Efq. 


James Fannin, -^ 


• \ ' Henry Sparrow, 


Allen Ellifon, 


• Thomas Whitney, 


Walter Greene, 


^,^ . ' . Jacob Minchin, 


John Kennerfly, 


m William Carrol, 




r-^. ■■;•:■:=:, 





Digitized by 



/GooQk'^' 



6& 

John Hill, 
John Clarke^ 
Edward FKnn, 
John Walfli, 
John Prcftot, 
Edward Hayes j 
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John Rickaby^ 
John Mackee, 
JohnLinddn, 
Thomas Kendrick^ 
Samuel Kendrick,! 
" Thomas Mowles, 



Steph. Wra. Reynolds, John BfJidy. 
Thomas Kavanagh, 



r f" im 



A Lijt of the names offome of theperfons killed in fh^ 
taking of Ennifcorihy by the rebels^ on the 2%th ^ 
May. 



John Pounden, Efq. 
Garden, lieut* of yeomen, 
John Plumer^ 
Samuel Radwell, 
John Copelsmd, 
Thomas Crowley, 
Richard Tackaberry, 
Thomas Crofts, 
John Crofts, 
John Crofts> 



William Richatdfon, 
Henry Biftot, 
Jacob Minchin, 
John Plunket, 
Thomas Knight, 
Francis Smith, 
William Rudd, 
William Sherlock^ 
John Sherlock, 
WilUamM^DanieL 
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A Lift of the names of fome of the perfons murdered 

in their houfes^ orfin^lyy in diffetent parts of the \ 

country^ by the rebeli. i 

William Thornton, of Wexford, coachmaker, kiU 

led near Taghmon, 
William Owens, of Ennifcorthy^ 
John Larkin, of do. killed in the barony of Forth, 
Thomas Cook, of. Saint John's, killed between Eii* 

nifcorthy and Wexford, , 

Henry Cookman, killed in Ennifcorthy, 
Edward White, fen. killed at home, 
Edward White, jun. do, 
William Hawkins, of Ennifcorthy, killed at Davids^ 

town, 
James Brickley, killed at Oulart, 
James Johnfon, of Blackwater, 
Samuel Brumpton, killed in the barony of Forthj 
Thomas Rath, near Duncannon Fort, 
Thomas Dormer, of Templefliambo 5 killed near home,-. 
Edward Watkins, do. ^- 

Thomas Watkins, do. -^^^ 

John Stafford, do. 

Jofeph Browne, killed in Templefliambo parifli, " .^.; 

Richard Gainford, . . 4o. , .... 

,. William Nanton, V ixL • "• 'c*.-./ .^A.- ikjloi v .^ 

Roger Percival, ' do* fjtifcgj; • 

Rich. Burrel, of Miilrankin, killed on the Rofs road, 
Robert Hughes, ^ do. 

Michael Deamin, 'do. .iU.1- '. 

Thomas James, murdered in Killan parifii, %\ * /^] 

Samuel James, « do. ■ ^ i:%^(no^\^^y'^^ 

, George Piper, » . do. ^ , 

B B '[ r Jofeph 



A^jgm 
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Jofeph Henry, . do* 

Samuel Murphy, do# 

James Fannin^ do# 

John Warren, do. " . 

Henry JohnfoB, of Killaynah, 

James Rath, of Donoghmore pariih, 

John Langrel, of Kiltriik parifli, 

jQhn Lancafter, do. 

-**r— Grindley, do. 

— « — Shaw, do. 

— — Shaw, . do. 

John Stephens, of Caftlebridgc, killed at home, 

Edward Dorman, killed at Gorey, 

William Pender, do. 

John Feltis, do. 

■ Maud, do. 

James Wheatly, do. 

Robert Maffey, do. 

Roger Pierce, murdered on Limerick Hill, 

John Tomkin, do. 

James White, of Taghmon, killed near Rofs, 

Richard Annefley, Efq. killed at Roan, near Rot^ 

Bartholomew ClifFe, Efq. do. 

Richard Elliot, Efq. do. 

Rev. Robt. Burrowes, of Kilmuckridge parifh, 

Jofeph Auftin, do. 

James Auftin, dp. 

Henry Rath, do. , 

Robert Johnfon, do^ 

Edwar^ Howlin Darcy, Efq. do. 

John Paflow, oi Adamftown, , 

Thomas Paflow, do. 

Clement 
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Clement GofF, of Kilcormuck parifhjkilled at home, 

John Donovan, of Tubbergall, 

Richard Murphy, of Ennifcorthy, 

Henry Drury, do. 

Charles Taylor, killed at Edermine, 

William Mooney, killed between Wexford and Ea- 
nifcorthy, 

Thomas Wilkinfon, do. 

James Lett, do. 

Charles Cooper, of Ennifcorthy, killed near Caftle- 
bridge, 

John Bennett, killed near Caftlebridge, 

Jonathan Sadler, do. ^^ 

George Carley, do. . - -- 

George Thomas, do* ^^««bC'. . V>r 

Robert Maud, do. ji^ftc^^^ alcl ^ 

William Walker, killed at Gorey, " ^ ** 

Robert Webfter, do. ,., ,^ , .y..-^ 

Henry Kinch, do. r, - ] t^ta^ 

Thomas Whitney, killed near Ennifcorthy, tr>}}/[l 
Jofeph Bafs, of Gorey parifh, 
A father and three fons of the name of Crolhy, 

murdered at home, near Ennifcorthy, 
Robert Webfter, of Garrybritt, killed at Ennif- 

Samuel Barber, of Ennifcorthy, i 

Samuel Oaks, of Ennifcorthy, killed at Finchoag, 
Two brothers of the name of Dixie, of Ennifcorthy, 
Andrew Radwell, murdered at Davidftown, ,^'^|Jt . 
A father and five fons, of the name of Hawkins, ^ 
Henry Johnfon, of Monomolin parifli, .^^ . | # 
Jot^nOaks, of Peppard^s-Caftle, 
^■^"'^'' BB2 Edmonds, 
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—— Ednionsds, of Wexford panfb, ,? r^'^cf^^ 
Thomas Thornton, of Taghmon, ^ 

— — Tonikin, of BallyguUin, 
The Rev. Francis Turner, murdered in his houfe zi 

Ballingale, ./ r /' _ ^ 

Thomas Dowfo^ faid houfe. f 

Robert Ganford, do. . 

Richard Ganford, do. 

Richard Ganford, ' do. 

Two men of the name of Bates, in Templefhambit 

parilii. . ' \^ 



ALiJl of the names of fotne of iheperfons killed in 
the county of Wicklow, 

John Porfler, of Carnew parifh, murdered at Tine* 

haly, 
Peter Twamley, of Coolkenna, 
Peter Twamley, of Crownaleagh, 
Michael Twamley, of Coolafanfy, 
Chriftopher Cavenagh, of Mountpleafant^ 
Edward Hopkins, of Currindog, ^ 
Roger Pierce, of Ballythomas, 
Thoifnas Braddett, of Carnew parfffi, murdered at 

Monafeed, 
Jof. Scott, faid pafifii, murdered at do. 
' ■ — Moore, of Miourit-Pleafant, 
, Jofeph Bryan, of Ballykiiockan, 
Thomas Bryan, do. 

James Bryan, do. *V ^ — ^ 

Mathew Do\^fe, of Kilpipe parifh^ 
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George Driver, of Tinehaly, 


- -.V.2A. 


William Rice, do. 


s^f^'t 5| 


Annefley Greene, do. 


• ..;r.i 


John Reftley, of Coolattiitj ^' . 




William Waters, do. 


^ ■ UyJ 


Jofeph Halfpenny, of Coolkenna, 


< 


. William Halfpenny, do. 


..--■.y ^; 



George Da vifon, do. - '. 
William Myres, of Crown^lay, 
John Wheeler, of Greenaann, 
Samuel Wheeler, do. 



^^T t^ 



John Waters, of Grofpatrick, " /!«*;' *0 

James Smyth, do. ' '^^ 

John Beaghan, of Tomryland, «'*'•' '^'^ 

John Mafoh, of Raheene, ^'*; :;- , . S' 

Samuel Langrel, of Ballynabarney, - ^ , . . ;" 
John Langrel, of Cappagh, ^ 'f ^^^ft»'^ 

Henry Marks, , . \^r,^ *>i ■^'>\ . -'. . 'fv .^^^^ . 
Robert Freeman, " ' r-^- ^ ,Z'-j:\ 

John Burbndge, 

Carleton, ofKilgnagan, 
■ ' Bolton, of Rathdrum, 
-i-— - Mitchel, of Carnew, 
Thomas Hatton, of Tomryland, " 
John Goggin, _^. 

Jofeph Ellifon, 
George Carr, 

John Le^jfqn, qf Ballytafkin, 
Edward Keegan, 
Jofeph Tate, of Coolfl^ke, 
Chriftopher Cooper, of Newbridge, 
Jof. Chamney, Efq, killed in the battle of Ballyrahn, 
Joll Chamney, jun. Efq* " . do* 

, Abraham 
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Abraham Nickfon, Efq. do. ->^ -^%^f> - 

James Bar don, do» 

Michael Leonard, do. 

James Twamley, do. 

Chriftopher Twamley, do.. 



-.;"• 



The names of fome of the yeomen Jlaughtered at BaL 
\ lyellisi in confequence of a military blunder. 

Robert Johnfon, John Godkin, 

George Butler, ^ William Inman, 

William Butler, \ Peter Stanford, 

Charles Parfons, .,'^. John Buttle, 



Tthe names of a few of the loyalijls who were killed by 
/^r- '^ ' .--' the Hejftans. 

John Stringer, -^^-^ ^ ■ Bateman, 

Ifaac Jeffords, Bateman, 

Margaret Callifter, Barret, 

Conftantine Hogan, of Gorey, killed by fome foL 
diers for the plunder of his watch. 



The following perfons were inticed by an infidious mef^ 
fage to Killaughrim woods ^ and murdered by rebels^ 
called the Babes of the Wood ^ after the rebellion : 

John Dixie, John Farrel, 



William Clampit, James Peppard, 
John Criunpton> 



To 






/Googk 



>^qpppp«f«^l|ll J !■> II^W 



^ - ■ . ' - 

To make thefe lifts more extenfive and correft, 
the time and trouble required • would exceed in all 
reafonable proportion the utility of the talk ; nor 
was it altogether with the approbation of my own 
^ judgment that I beftowed the labour of compiling^ 
them fuch as they are. > , tj^ 

The following is a cop'^ of what is called a calendar of 

: the proiejiant prif oners in Wexford when in poffefftr 

^ ^ on of the rebels. The original ^ conipofed by a kind 

of judicial body^ not improperly denominated the 

" -' " Bloody Committee, which ^ on the twentieth of 

-,. June, fat in the gaol, is depofited in the Library of 

the Univerfity ^f Dublin. 

Of the following cbar^ders placed before the names of 
' 5^ ^ prifoners , \ 

' : ' A IS fuppofed to fignify accufed, ^t 

B condemned to be killed on the bridge. 

C charged. 

t f is totally uncertain as to its fignification. r 

R fuppofed to denote rogue or revenue-ofEcen 

T to-morrow, a refpite of execution till next day, 

V not rationally conjedured as to its meaning. 

Mark. Nq. Parifh. - , 

Killed I. Aikin, Thomas, /^.^ 

T. 2, Abbot J Chriftopher, -" • '" " ' •: ■ ^' 

Y. 3* Allen, John, We3^for4 - ^ • 

4. Alkins, Henry, -.^^^-r^^^-.i-i--/' . 
- 5. Alkins, George, 



-/ 



4- 



6. Atldn, 
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Pari/h. ,,f 


B. 


6. Atkin, Samuel, 




V.A. 


7. Atkin, John, 


do. 




8. Atkin, George, 


do* 


T. H. 


9. Atkin, Samuel, 


Caftle Ellis, 


H. 


10. Atkin, Samuel, 


do. 

1 ■ • ^ 


V.H. 


1 1* Atkin, Hercules, 


, "di^-."^- 


Dq. 


1?. Atkin, Chriftopher, 


do. 


Do. 


13, Atkin, James, 


Edermine, 


Do. 


14. Atkin, William, 


do. 


Do. 


15. Atkin, Robert, 


Wexford, 


• ^ 


16. Atkin, William, 


Ardcolme, 




17. Atkin, William, 


Edermine, 




18. Atkin, William, 


Caftle ElHs^ 
Wexford^ 


.i 


15. Atkin, Francis, 


... 'A ^, 


c ■-'.:..■. »'• - 






20. Bayley, Henry, 


Wexford, x 




' 21. Birdthiftle, ThomaSj 


Duncor, 


B. 


22. Burreli, Robert, 


b: 


23. Burreli, Peter, 


do. 


V. 


24. Boyd, James, jun. 


Wexford, 


V. 


25. ferett, James, 


Ennifcorthy, 



C. 26. Bolton, Henry, 

B* 27. Byrne, John, 

28. Baffet, Edward, 

29. Browne, William, 

30. Beaubear, William, Ardcolme, 

31. Burby, Jofeph, 

32. Bland, Captain, Wexford, 
23- Byrne, Mofes^ 

34. Bower, DoCior, 

35. Baker, Philip, * n 
, 36. Batterton, Thomas, 



37. Barby, 



•Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



APS^KtiIlf^» 



VI 



«'• 



j> 



y. B. 
^• 

T. 
T. 

tf' 

C. 

B. 

fir ^ 



37. Barby^ Henry, 

38. Burke, Lieutenant, 

39. Barry, Enfign, 

40. Barrifter, Jofeph, 

41. Batterton, William 

42. Baffet, John, 

43. Byrne, Edward, 

44. Byrne, William, 

45. Bannon, Martin. 

C 

46. Cox, Capt. Allen, 

47. Connor, John, 

48. Clarke, William, 

49. Chapman, Thomas, 

50. Cany, John, 

51. Codd, Loftus, 

52. Clifford, Robert, 
SS* Coftigan, George, ^ 
54, Crane, Thomas, 
55» Clifford, John, 

$6. Clarke, Thomas, 

57. Clarke, Thorny, 

58. Clarke, William, 
59« Cronin, Jared, 
l5o, Clarke, John, 
6i. Callaghan, John, 

62. Callaghan, Owen, 

63. Cooke, Thomas, 

64. Connors, Peter, 

65. Crump, Nathaniel, 
65. Cooper, Henry, 
6y. Copeland, William, 



^Mftfl. 



n 



GoolcliSe, 

Wexfoi^d, 
do. 

do* 
^ do. 

i . d0«, 

do. 

dOw 

do. 

do. 



^: 



Wexford, 
* do. 

68. Clifford, 



i^lh 



r 



■ > .% 
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B. 



F. 



B- 



68. Clifford, Nicholas, 

69. Campbell, John, 

70. Coftigan William, 

71. Cooper, John,^ 

72. Coombcs, John, 

73. Codd, John, 

74. Coftello, Edward^ 

75. Daniel, William, 

76. Doyle, Edward, 

77. Dowfe, William, 

78. Doran, John, 

79. Dixon^ John, 

80. Dixon, William, 

81. Dowzar, James. 

E , 

82. Edmond, Richard, 

83. Ennis, Abraham, 

84. Edwards, John, 

85. Edwards, Thomas, 
■■/ • 'F -^ 

86. Freeman, Richard, 

87. Frankland, Edward, 

88. Furlong, Michael, 

89. Francis, William, 

90. Finn, Simon, 

91. Fennel, Mathew, 

92. Flood, Dennis, 

93. Frizzel, William, 

94. Foley, Patrick, \ 

95. Frayne, Parfons, 

96. Finn, Thomas. 



Pariflf. 

Wexford, 
Wexford, 



Ballyhack^ 
Wexford, 



'Wexford^ 



Wexford, 
Ennifcorthy, 



Killinicky 
97. Gibfon, 



^ 
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n 




Part/t. 


G. 




97. Gibfon, John, 


Wtxfbrd, 


.98. Gainfi^rt, Jofeph, 




99* Gainfort, Richard, 


• 


100. Gainfort, Thomas, 


Wexford, 


loi. Gore, John, 


D. Cormuckt 


102. Gill, Allen, 




103. Gurly, William, 


Wexford, 


104. Gibfon, Richard, 




105. Gurly, John, 


Wexford, 


ro6. Gurly, Jonas, 


do. 


107. Goodall, James, 


do. . 


;o8. Greene, Benjamin, 


Coolftuff, 


109, Grey, Mofes, 




no. Gordon, Samuel, 


Wexford, 


III. GaShey, MichaeU 

H. 
1 1 a. Hore, William, 




Taghmon, 


113. Hogan, John, 


Wexford, 


114. Hay ley, John, 




115. Hyland, Wjrf. Henry, Wexford, 


116. Harrifon, William, 




117. Hughes, James, 


Wexford, 


|i8. Hughes, Michael, 




119. Hatchel, John, 


Wexford, 


120. Hawkins, Samuel, 




121. Hamilton, James, 


Wexford, 


122. Hogg, Lieutenant, 




123. Howlin, Abr. James 


, Kilfcoran, 


124. Henefy (Geo. or Abr.) Wexford, 


125. JeffareSj Richard, 


Wexford, 


126. Jeflfares, Ivory, 


Wexford, 




127. Jones, 
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?• 127. Jones, Benj^imin, 

1^ 128. Julian, Richard, Wexford, 

129. Jackfon, Charl^, Vfexford, 

130. Jones, Ben. 

131. JeffaresjChriftopher, Wexford, 

132. Judd, Peter, 

133. Jones, Shepard, 
134* Jones^ Jame^. 

K 
135. Kerr, David, 
fL 136. Kennedy, William, * 

V.Hill. 137. Kavenagh, Thomass, Eiini|cortby> 

138. Knox, Oliver, 

139. Kelly, John, 

140^ King, Rd. Newtowqy Ennifcorthy, 
141. Kelly, Mathias, 
14a. Keary, William, 

143. Kellet, Willijun, Wexford, 

144. Kelly, William, 

145. Kingfborough, Lord, 

146. .Kendrick, Jofeph, 

147. Knight, John, 

R 148. Lett, Charles, 

T. 149. Lammas, Thomas, Wexford, 

150. Lackey, Thomas, do. 

151. Lewis, Nicholas, Itillinick, 

152. Lammas, Henry, Wexford, 

153. LeHunte, Col. Geo. Ardcolmc, 

M 
154^ Meadows, Arthur, Wexford, 
*55- Meadows, William, do. 

156. Moore, Jofeph, 

157. Myden 
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(Jaoi. 

Balbrig. 

Strand. 



tHed. 



58. 

59- 
60. 
€1. 
62. 

63: 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 

72. 
73- 

75- 
76. 

177 

178. 

tgo. 
181. 

i82. 
183. 
184. 
185.- 
186. 



Parljh. 



jyiyden, John, 

Morgan, Williams, 

Mathews, James, Wexford^ 

Mathews, George, do. 

Mathews, Alexander, do. 

Mathewfon, Kenneth do. 

Murphy, Francis, Kilfcoran, 

Murphy, jofeph, Kilmuckridgeyi 

M'Henry, Maurice^ 

Moore, Mathew, 

Moran, Bartholomew, 

Molony, Thomas, , 

Maude, Samuel, 

Mafon, George, 

M*Manus(, Captain,f 

Morton, John, 

M'Cann^ Edward, 

M'Cay, Robert, 
M'Cay, John, 

Milward, Captain Henry, 
, Martin, Thos. 
McDonald, John, Wexfdrd. 

N . 
Numi, JameS, Wexford^ 

O 

Orangcf, Samuel, 

Owen, Rev. Roger, Camolin. 



P 

Pigott, Robert j 
Peace^ Samuel, 
Parfley^ Robert, 
Plummer, Francis^, 
Poweri Patrick, 



Weiford^ 



187. Parfley 



-'^D4§itt2ed-b^ 
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T. 


191. 


B. 


192. 


B. 


»93r 


B. 


194. 


F. 


»95' 


B. 


196. 


B. 


197. 



B. 
A. 
F. 



B. 



187. Parfley, Ebcn. 

188. Quirkc, Philip, 

R. 

189. Rudd, Anthonf, Eimifcorthy, 

190. Rogers, Edward, 
Reily, William, Wexford, 
Radford, William, 
Radford, John, 
Radford, Nathaniel, 
Reeves, Richard, 
Radford, John, jun. 
Robfon, Middleton, Wexford, 

198. Rudd, Anthony, 

199. Rithards, Richard, Wexford, 

200. Redmond, Patrick, 

201. Richards, Thomas, Wexford, 

202. Rigley, Thomas, 

203. Rhinehart, Henry, 

204. Smithfon, Jofeph, 

205. Salilbury, James, Wexford, 

206. Stephens, Ifaac, Wexford, ^ 

207. Sullivan, Robert, 

208. Sparrow, John, 

209. Shudal, Loftus, 

210. Sabourin, Chrift. Wexford, 

211. Seally, Thomas, 

212. Sweetman, Nicholas, 

213. Sunderland, Benjamin, 

214. Smith, Jofeph, 

215. Stroud, William, We^rford, 

216. Smith, Patrick, 

217. Smithfon, 



"iifc"» 
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217. Smithfoa, Jacob, 

218. Shaw, James, 
"1^19. Sheppard, William, 

''?^' 220. Styles, Robert, 

221. Stedman, John, 

222. Swanftkk, Francis, Wexford,. 

223. Savage, Major, MuMn, 

224. Swin*y,Bfen.Bt:irton,Ennffcorthy, 

225. Swiney, Jofhua, do. 

225* Steadman, William, y 

227. Shaw, Thomas, 

-r • 

P- 228. Turner, Edward, Caftle Ellis, 

229, Taylor, Chriftopher, Wexford, 

230, Taylor, William, do. 
B. 231. Tally, George, do, 

'232. Taylot, Thomas, *^ 

^Zi* Taylor, Andrew, 
N 234. Troy, Thomas, Wexford, 

235. Troy, William, do. 

2 3 61 Thackaberry, James, 

237. Taylor, George, 

238. Thackaberry^ Robert, 
. 239. Tunks, John,! 

240. Templetion, Alexander, 

241. Templeton, Thomas. 
> V 

242. Vicary, Benjamin, Wexford. 

W 
T. 243. Wormington, William, Wexford, 

244. Wheelock, James, < 

245. Wilfon, William, Wexford, 

246. Willis^ Thomas, 



247. White. 



^^' 



l^^kMB ^miM Sh ii^ 
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247. White, John^ 
«48. Wiftnot, William^ 
449. Whitney, Riehardj Werford^ 
25o» Willis, William^ Ennifcorthy, 
451. Walters, Ed W2i?di 
552. Winter, Richard^ Wexford, 
»53. White, Anthopy, 
?54- Wilfottj Rer. Henry, 
^SS* Ward, Abraham, 
2^6. Ward, Benjamin, We^sford, 

257. Woodniafon, Noble, , 

258, Wilfon; William, 
^59- Wade, L 

a6o. Stephens, Ifaac^ 
461. Burkett, Roberta. 



The Places of Confinement arejlated thus t 

Number of prifoners in the gaol^ ^ > 148! 
in the market-hoiire, ^ 48 
in the barrack, ^ 36 
in the prifon-fliip, . as 
in the court^houfei - 3 
in a private houfe, - 3 

In all - 260, 
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Tt^ UMBER IV. 



REMARKS 

Sir Richard Mujgraves Mertioirs of Rebellions 
in Ireland. 



Sir RicHARb, feliding in the capital, col- 
lefting a perplexing mafs'of materials of the fame 
kind, and having no jDerfonal knowledge of the 
traofadions in the country, has been led into a 
ihultitude of errors bf little moment. Thofe few, 
indeed, which I think proper at prefent to notice, 
are hardly of any confequence. 

In page 344 of the quarto edition, he fays, that 
Goi^ey Was attacked on the 30th 6f May by a nu-^ 
merous body of rebels. This is totally deftitute of 
foundation, except that a great number of wdmeii 
Were affembling at the diftance of three or font 
miles, with intention of marching to plunder the 
town, which had been in a moft extraordinary 
manner deierted by the artny. This female bri- 
gade, however, difperfed without approaching the 

c c town. 



^ 



.-'^ 
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towfl, on a falfe report of the advance of a body 
of Welch cavalry. 

He fays in page 442, that our troops got pofie& 
fion of Gorey on the 12th of June. They certainly 
did not till the 19th, the day previous to that of 
general Needhara's memorable march to Vinegar- 
hill. 

In his appendix, page 83, he fays that Father 
Murphy's journal was found by captain Hugh 
Moore. It wa^ found by an officer of the fenfible 
regiment of Durham infantry, lieutenant-colonef 
Bainbridge, from whom captain Moore procured 
it, as he alfo procured a plan of the battle of Ark- 
low. 

In page 431, be calls Father Philip Roche aa 
inhuman favage. So in as his having a rough 
and boifterous eitewor, and his being often in a 
ftatc of intoxication, th^ term 'may in feme degree 
be applicable ; but for a chaise of cruelty againft 
him, I can find no foundatioB*^ On the contraryy 
I have hearrd manyinftances of his active huma- 
nity.^ 

I have already^ elfewhere noticed Sir Richard'^ 
cftimate of the population of Irelandv He fup- 
pofes the number of men capable of bearing arms^ 
ija the county of Wexford to be fixty-ninc thou* 
fand; frofti which we muft infer the number of 
perfons of all ages and both fexe& in this county to 
be three hundred and forty-five thoufand ; fince 
males of the military age conftltute in European 
countries a fifth part only of the whole population^ 
He fuppofes the county of Wexford to contain at 

thirty- 
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thlrty^fourth part of the number of people in the 
whole ifland : hence we are to infer the number of 
people in the whole ifland to be eleven millions 
and feven hundred and thirty thoufand ! I know 
of no rational eftimate of the population of Ireland 
except that of Chalmers. 

In page 370 he plainly infinuates that all thofd 
among the rebels who were above the rank of the 
vulgat", fome of whom he particularizes by name, 
Were guilty of, or confenting to, the maffacre of 
prbteftants. John Hay, however, who,, to the in* 
famy of his memory, murdered a man called Grey- 
Thomas on Vinegar-hill,, was the only Romifli 
gentleman whom I confidelr, from what I have 
heard, as guilty of murder from motives of religi* 
ous hatred. Some, whofe names I have already 
mentioned, were certainly men of adlive huma* 
nity ; and fome were never near any fcene of maf- 
facre at the time of its perpetration. Of this piece 
of fortune feveral have fince good caufe to be gladi 
fince their fuceefsful interference to prevent mur- 
der might have been brought againft them as a 
proof of their having a command among the rci- 
bels, and might hav^ brought them to the gallows* 
i know of no religious murders Committed at the 
camps of Three- rocks, Carrickburn,* Slyeevekeel- 
ter, or Lacken, where tnen of education and pro^ 
perty prefided. The places of butchery were 
Vinegar-hill and Wexford ; befide that many 
CO fit murders 

* Scullabogutf lies at the foot of Carrkkburn mountain ; but 
ki the tiihe of the maffacre no encampment exifted theit. 
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murders were committed here and there in the 
country. Concerning one perfon mentioned in 
the above quoted page, Jeremiah Fitzhenry, from 
whom I took a leafe of the place where I now re- 
fide, I have made a very particular enquiry. 
Whether he had any command among the rebel$, 
may be a matter of doubt ; my opinion is, that he 
had none : but I have not a Ihadow of reafon to 
fufpeft that he was near any place of murder at 
the time of its commiflion, or that he ever approv- 
ed of the perpetration of fuch a6)s.f 

Of 

f To prevent mifcoiTc<pti6n> I here copy Sir Richard ^s own 
words. 

** UnwiIHng to difguft the reader, I will give him a citcum- 
** ftanlial account of but a few t)f the various cruelties praAIfed 
**^ on the victims who were immolated On Vinegar-hill by thefc 
♦* ferocious fanatics ; had they been perpetrated by the dregs of 
' ** the people, fome allowance might have been made for the 
•* force of religious bigotry on the minds of the vulgar herd ; 
•' but we have to lament that many prrfons whofe birth, cdu- 
•* cation, or opulence, raifed them far above that defcription, were 
•* pfefcnt at, or wtre confenting to, the perpetration of thefc 
•« atrocities; for we find that they were conftantly in the rebel 
•« camps where they daily took, and that they could have pre - 
^« vented them is unqueftionable ; for no inftance that I coul4 
** difcover ever occurred, that the perfonal interference, or the 
" written protc(Siion of a rebel officer, c^ one of their prieils, did 
" not fave the life of a perfon deftined to dc(lru<Stio,n. 

** Mr. William Barker, a brewer and a merchant of Ennif. 
•* corthy, waS a general in the camp. Mf. ratrick Sutton, 
*' formerly a merchant, and well educated, held that rank ; and 
** his two fons, one- of whom was educated for the bar, were 
<< oiileer^ tht^rc : one Kelly, an opulent farmer near that town, 

«* a rebel 
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Of the difference between the fuperior and in- 
ferior claffes of Romanifts, the following is an in- 
flance. A labouring peafant, who took the title of 
captain Gormaghan, went one Sunday morning 
into the houfe of the Rev. Samuel Francis, redor 
of Kiliegny, and after threatening to cut off the 
arm of a fon of Mr. Francis, becaufe he could not 
dextroufly fign his forehead with a crofs in the 
Romanift manner, drove out the whole family be* v 
fore him ro the Romifh chapel, declaring that no 
religion, except that alone which God permitted, 
jnuft any longer be profeffed. The Fitzhenry fa- 
mily, who formed part of the congregation, were 
at this fcene evidently affected with deep concern, 
which they endeavoured to conceal from the un- 
feeling crowd. They advifed in whifpers the dit 
treffed family to endeavour to hide their grief 
from the fanatic mob ; and adminiftered fuch com- 

fort 

f a rebel officer, who has been hanged : the bloody Luke 
** Byrne, a maltfter, and hw twofons, in^opulent circumftancei : 
•• Mcflrs. Codd § and Walfb, (hop keepers, and reputed rich.: 
•* Marineth, a farmer, was wealthy : Andrew Farrcl was in gbod 
•* circumftances, and yet he was a^ive in promoting the maffa- 
•* ores: Jerenjiah Fitzhenry, married to John Colclough'a filler, 
f* was of the ancient family of the Fitzhenrys in the county of 
•* Wexford : John Colclough, of a family high refpe<ftable, who 
•* had often reprefentec^thc county, was Weli educated, and in 
#* good circumftances, difgraced himfelf by yielding to the in* 
•* fluence of fanaticifm. He was the only papifl that I could 
^* learn of his family. Meffrs. Garret and William Byrne were 
" rebel chieftains, and' attended the camps'* 

S " Francis Codd, another perfon of the fame name, was very loyal'* 
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fort as the fear of offending the ignorant bigots 
permitted. That this captain Gormaghan hab 
never been molefted fince the rebellion, is a ftrong 
proof of the moderation of the proteftants of tbi» 
parifh ; as alfo one Michael Wicken, and one Phi- 
lip Dillon, who infiftedon having thefc proteftants 
put<o death, and foamed with rage when the reft 
of the Romanifts would not confent to it.* 

To regard the Romanifts of Ireland as all alike 
bigoted and difloyal, I muft confider as highly uii- 
juft. I know that the ignoraqt multitude thiuk 
their own religion the only one admitted by God, 
and that to fnpprefs all others is meritorious. Some 
perhaps of a rank above the vulgar admit the fame 
doiSlrine, which, however, muft be inwardly re- 
jedled by every refleding pcrfon who takes reafon 
for his guide ; and fuch are certainly to \)c found 
t^mong Irilh Romanifts. Many military officers, 
.1 believe, can teftify for the good behaviour of the 
Roman catholic foldiers under their pommand, in 
the time of the rebellion ; and I think that many 
proteftant clergymen will ad|;nit that they recov^ 
their tithes with little lefs trouble from Romanifts 
than from pepple of ^ny other religious denomi- 
nation, not excepting even thpfe of the eftaWiftied 

church, 



* Thig account of the behaviour of the Filzhcnrys I had from 
Mr. FrancU'6 cldcft daughter. 

I find that thU captain Gormagfaaot who committed lht3 oi^t* 
Vagc on Mr. Francis and bis family, behaved xtm^rk^i^j ^1 to 
fomc other proteftants : but 1 can find no good account o^ 
Wicken orPIUon. 



bt.'_,.. 



■-Digit-izeel#^ 




APPENDIX. ?9 

church. The aiithor of the narrative of trafaflioiis 
at Killala, fo often already quoted, fpeaks of many 
Romanifts of property in that quarter un^yilUng) to 
take armsagainft the Britifh^overnment : I believo 
that many fuch may be found in the fouth of Ire- 
land alfo. But if they have in geqeral a diilike 
to proteftants and to Britifti government, unkind^ 
nefs cannot reqiedy the evil. I chopfe not at pre* 
fent to enter into this fubjeft farther than to add, 
-^hat fome ol)je£lions to certain meafures with re^. 
fpe6l to the Romanifts of Ireland feem to be re- 
moved with the local parliament of this ifland. 

In the above quoted page Sir Richard has made 
a miftake, which jprobably himfelf has correded 
before this. He reckons Meffrs. Codd and Walfti, 
pf Ennifcorthy, among the rebel commanders, and 
tacitly fixes the cenfure on William Codd, who is 
well known to have behaved with loyalty, and to 
Jiave had no connexion in this bufinefs with Walftu 
In the next page he has made a trifling miftake in 
cohfidering Jqhn Henry Colclough as the only 
Romanift of his family, and a perfon debafed- by 
religious bigotry. The family to uhich he be-» 
longed were all Roipan catholics; and he .was 
<:ertainly in an uncommon degree liberal in religi- 
pus matters, and a foe to bigotry 

We are not to confider all as indubitable fads, 
which have been fworn by the lower fort of peo- 
ple againft prifoners on trial ; ibme evidences of 
|his defcriptipn being, on thefe occafiojas, " far 
enough from being unexceptionable. Thus that 
Tho,mas Clooney, as wa& fworn on hia trial, or- 
dered 
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dered the church of Old Rofs to be burned, and 
-when he faw it in flames, exclaimed, that " the 
*' devil's houfc wa$ then burning/' appears to me 
very doubtful. 

The fads afferted in the affidavits and narra^ 
tivcs of refpeftable perfons, fuch as Mrs. Heydon, 
(fee page 95 — 97 of the appendix) are abfolutely 
nnqueftionable : but other fafls might alfo be re- 
lated, which in fome cafes would give a fomevvhat 
diflferent complexion to affairs. Thus the mafia - 
ere of thirty-fix protcftants on Bloody Friday, afr 
firmed in the affidavit of James Pippard, deputy 
fovereign of Gorey, (page 147) i$ unoueftionable : 
but we are not informed in this affidavit^ that a 
confiderable number of Romanifts had (hat day 
been put to death, in and about Gorey, fome of 
■whom were kinfmen of thofe who were moft a<ftive 
afterwards in this maffacre of the proteftauts. But, 
perhaps the reader will fay, thefe Romanifts who 
had been flaughtered were rebels. Doubtlefs fome 
of them were, and well deferved their fate ; yet 
the feelings of rebels and their kinfmen may be 
fimilar tQ thofe of loyalifts, and they may in like 
manner endeavour to retaliate. That al ', however, 
•were guilty, may be doubtful, fince a few, who 
were brought into the town for flaughter, wer-e 
liberated at the interceffion of fome humane yeo- 
men, who knew them to be innocent. One Toole, 
Vho was one of the moft aftive in this maffacre of 
the proteftants, has fince been acquitted in a trial 
by jury from the circumftances of the cafe. This 
tinfortunate affair, in which fame of thebeft and 

moft 
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mod inoffenfive proteftants of the country loft their 
lives, originated from a miftake in general Need- 
ham's exprefs, and the temerity of a few, as I have 
already related. Notwiihftanding the fury of the 
rebels on this occafion,- they fpared the lives of 
fome who fell into their hands, particularly John 
Nunn, Efq. of Gorey. The execution of revenge 
by one party, excites a fpirit of revenge in the 
oppofite; and if both proteftants and Romanifts 
would attend, as much as I wifh them, to the ef- 
fcntials of Chriftianity, they would exchange coni- - 
plete forgivcnefs mutually, and live in that hatr 
mony which their common Redeemer has in hij| 
<3odrines recommended' 



Father John Murphy^s Journal, found on the field of 
battle at Arklow by lieutenant-colonel Bainbridge^ 
. of the Durham fencible infantry ^ andfent by him 
^, to general Needham. 

'' Saturday night. May z6, at 6 Ar'M. 1798, 
" began the republic of Ireland in Boulavogue, 
*^ in the county of Wexford, barony of Gorey, 
" and parifh of Blilcormick, commanded by the 
** Reverend Do6lor Murphy, parifh prieft of the 
*f faid parifh, in the aforefaid parifli, when all 
*^ the proteftants of that parifh were difarnied, 
" and, among the aforefaid, a bigot, named Tho- 
*' mas Bookey, who loft his life by his rafhiicfs. 

" z6. 
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" 26. From thence came to OuUrt, a country 
" village adjoining, when the republic attacked n 
^' minifter's houfe for arms, and^was denied of, 
" laid fiege immediately- to it, and killed him and 
^^ all his forces ; the fame day burned his houfe^ 
" and all the Orangemen's houfes in th^t and all 
" the adjoining parilhes in that part of the counr^ 
^' try. 

" The fame day a part of the army, to the 
" amount of one hundred and four of infantry 
" and two troops of cavalry, attacked the repub- 
*^ lie on Oulart-hill, when the military were re- 
*' pulfed with the lofs of one hundred and twelve 
" men, and the republic had four killed, and thei^ 
^* went to a hill called Corrigrua, where the 
^* republic ei^camp^d that night, and from thence 
** went to a tpwn called Camolin, which was 
" taken without re^ftance, and the fame day took 
*« another town and fate of a bilhop. At three ia 
** the afternoon the fame day, they laid fiege to 
" Ennifcorthy, when they were oppofed by au 
^* army of feven hupdred mep^^ then they- were 
^* forced to fet htoth end^ of the town on fire, 
^* and then took the town in tne fpace of one 
-* hour, and then encamped on a hill near the 
" town, called Vinegar-hiU. 

BRYAN BULGER, 

DARBY MVRPHY, his hand and jren.^ 

pated this 26th. / 
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The inaccuracy of this incipient journal cannot 
cfcape the reader's notice. I have copied it from 
Sir R. Mufgrave's book, as he doubtlefs h^d the 
original from general Needham. A copy, M'hich 
a friend in DubliA procured for me, hardly differs 
from it. Bulger has been fecretary to Father Mur- 
phy. By the fate of a biftiop is meant Ferns. 



Xr^^flation of (I Letter from General iJumbert to tM 
LordBiJhop of Killala. 



«* Dov^r, OAober 26, 1798. 



iC 



MY LORD, 



*' Being on the point of retilrning to France, I 
*^ think it my duty to teftijfy to you the extraordi- 
" nary efteem with which your conduft has always 
^* infpired me. Since I have had the good for- 
" tune of being acquainted with you, I have al- 
^* ways regretted that the chance of war, and my 
" duty as a military officer, have obliged me, iu 
" carrying the fcourge of war into your neigh* 
" bourhood, to difturb the domeftic happinefs 
" which you enjoyed, and of which you arc iu 
" every refpeft worthy- Too happy if in retum- 
" ing into my country I can flatter myfelf that I 
** have acquired any claim to your efteem. In- 
** (Jependently of other reafons which 1 have for 
" loving and efteeming you, the reprefentatioQ 
*^ which citizen Charoft gives me of all your good 

** offices 
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** offices to him and his officers, as well before as 
" after the redudlion of Killala, will demand for 
** ever my efteem and gratitnde. 

" I entreat you, my lord, to accept my decla- 
" ration of it, and to impart it to yopr worthy 
*' familv. ' '- ^< . 

, ;4 I am, 

with the higheft efteem, 

'• ' . my lord, 

your moft humble feryant. 



family. 






-"^i 
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